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Good morning mid thank you very much Paul Bourke for those words of introduction
and I am partioaray delighted to address this first eme confezuce of the Supeui*et
to Asia, And I want for a few momeats this morning to reizhfoe the goals of the
Supenmae to Asik Council to put into context those goals and also to awbounce a
rnumber of inititves. The establishment of the Supenmarket to Asia Council to iwbich
I and many of my Ktehot binisters are vezy strongly cowzidited on a personal basis
recognises a reality and is designed to rSmp the gret opportunity for Auastralia's

The Agji-food industry in Australia is the largest in Australia. It has a turnover of in
exesof S60 billion measured in 1995-96 terms. It emuploys more than half a million

people, And total food and beverage exports ame worth in excess of $19 billion every
year. The WagSt and most rapidly expmnding market for food out of Australia is of
courle the Asia-Pacific region. And it is estimated that the total Aslan food market
will grow from about $750 billion a year in 1990 to more than 51,000 billion in the
year 2000. And it's apparent from those fgures and from the rapidly expanding
cbarcwc of the market tha the opportunities for Austraia are enormous.

Given our vast expanse and our differing climates we are able to supply many different
food typma from ostrich to wheat to seafood. Al pmeent we contzibite about 6 per
cent of the importe food into Adia so there is plenty of scope for growth and
expansion. And the challenge together for the governmcot and the industry Is not only
to maintain but to iticrease this sarae and to increase the rturn on our food exports.
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The Supariid*s to Asia Ccpcil haa set aa-ambitius, bit I believe quite addevable,
targmt to accelert current food e~cpw1 gowtb tn about 516 billon ~a yma and if thiS
can be adiwved we wil create an addition. 10,000 jobs im Austalia. We exPect that
the Sdctit of the Countil Will encourage an CKdM' 2,000 saa 3an Medium sized
entapfses to comimit to cxpotin&. And the Council is a great cuinpe of the
Govenaumt and imlusziy woring togcthu to acheve it ccmm~ goal of growth, jobs
anid exports.

-D Th C)uncil iS taiig action -to Cresa a= cpn wltum To etuate o. environmnt
that suipports businew and together to expand our market ini Asia. And this is paut of
a broader govatint. ageda that has already bumn dfivued and that involves the
delivery of a tA"l mareomnc environeMt with low idfation falling intctst
13a*5 and grwn ppoitugities for business mnveston. We've already deliiaxed

significaidustrial relations refbnes and firthct reform, particularly in The area of
Tewaterfrolit which is so important to Ausfulwas acport4 aon the agenda.

Sigifcan tranksport reorms havt also bumn delivere& For esakiple, we have
negotiated, and tbis is of direct relevance to activits of the Council we have
acgottated a furather 13 bilateal air service -agreements from the five already in
operation. And this is equivalent to an additioral 50 Boeing 747 freighters week
flying our food produce to the markets tha nee them It's kupewaive of course that

-we also havce fficit domesfic transport arnmns hr' opiii u
farmer being the most efficleat in the wOrld if fctrs beyond their control erode: their
natraly competitive edge.

Our rail industry rfrn, whuch have beeni very =xensive, will uunpifv intarxtate trade
arrangemnts. Private Sector ownership and competition is czpectcd to lower the cost
of transport to industry ad better ume the needs of cuaomeai, Many marginal
businesses, as a consequence, will become viabe a a result of chape transport. The
shipping reform group is considering ways of opening up coastal tad rouites to
international opomwor and other significant reforms. And it will provide greater scope
for rail and slipping to compete over long distarces in Australia with the beneficiaties
being tuanport users.

In the ame of telecommunicaions the Government has lkunchegd a 3250 million
regional telccornmuoacations infastructu fund and amongst other things it wil
provide acces to the Jmerne for Australia &amers. The Internet and electronic
commerce represent exciting new opportunties for All replona and rral producers in
Australia They are the new low cost way of dealing 'with busness parana and finding

Mw nesand li. comttn of 5250 million for a five-year regional
teleconzrxunicatjons iofrszructmrc programme* wMl Suarautpe that people whko live an
rural and regional Australia will have precisely the same acces to electroaic co===
and the telcomimiwaions revolution as to fellow Austraomas in the uan=es of
our country.

The national eetricity market is also going to lower busines input costs ad this will
lead to more procesors opening up as their cost bane is driven down. Anl of you are
of course aware of tlc banefits thiat will flow to rual Austraia from the Natural
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Heritag Trast through wbih wet am~ ivesting Ml.25 Manlioii the lar~estcmv cspitW
iuwestment in the envirenma %'rgeaionof ountion.

All of thMe things bWas the sctvbics of Goverumcutt and indumzy togcthw to-pmduice
a woreP sstainabe and growi* aguwtur. sector. The Governmeet ha &lCady
announced a MMrabe of initaives desigacd to help the Agri-ood sector speciially.
We've annonce a food regulation review to ft&=w the burden& on busineso, a
nattona hood sfety systemI streamlining the managemwn of Govetument anid industr
fwod safety anid qualt activties

The investment of £76 milli oAr echancing quarantmeoperations to pxiitea our
clean, greca =Wae, and $45 million to reform the Ausaian Quarantin 1nspectior
Servcc which wl rtsult iv lowa inspection fees for idustry and will boost

OM WVMMa.

Perhaps the mosm aectiS initatv of all of direct relevance to the induty was the
rual packmanounced by -lobn Andemsn anid miyself'ony two or three umeks ago.

This is a S517 milion package desied to umve; tlb of Autriaa
firners provide them with the risk anguttools they need to manage the
ftwcnwatons they face and to -allow those fArmers who want to leave the land the
opportunity of doing so with digaily.

I recognis of Course, as was alluded. to in )Pal Bowe 01s introdtictory remarks. that
taxafion reform, which is a solid commitnent of ary Govemmavet over the nodt 18
months and beyond, is esaenial to the fiizt viablt, not only of your indutries, but
also of Ausraian business genemaly.

In making this address I nagt emphasise the bermfits of trade llberliatox Indeed,
they cannot be overempasised. We ame working particularly with the inteests of your
industries n mind to remove rearket access bamrers and to exploit the beneits of
growth in world agricultural trade- We export about five umies as much food as we
import and over 300 000 Australian jobs are linked to our trade with Xapam alone The
fai benefits of the impcmrentef on of. -the 1994 Umua tound agreement on
agucuhure could increase the value of Autalia's expotsu by as much as SI billion a
year.

Howeve these opportunities also mma that Australi must play by the same rules we
fought so hard to get on issues suh as quarantime The big losmr from any wezakinrg
in resolve oni trade lbex isron will be Australan producars and processors, We are
making progress on lowaipg barriers to trade and'this is bringing us jobs we didn't
have a few yean ago and we'll continue to push very bard on. the international aresa
fbr access to other markets and we will, cootine to. build on the successes we have
achieved to dat#e.

Since its establishment a year ago, Supermarket to. Asia Couincil has bad finpta from
over 100 industr experts and they have represented all aspects of iho Api-food
industry pro&=-;rs processors, pwA=ku and tUmspoier. I the first oastauc; it was
accaisary to idotifr the problems to lay it sund* base for the solutions and we have
now started to deliver those solutions with a =Rwbe of eccle initiatives.
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Under the Dcoaessen. proprame prodwcer 'wini be helped to estab and marimt
new, bWgfrvahie, niche food products tailored spedfcaliy to maed Asian market
mruiun s wd tIMs, wUIf be &a eWiting prciect to calb m n w the divWWas uge of
foods Ausxuiia, is capable of prviding Today I OM delfghte to announce one of the
pilot proect whwh will be wpported under the Dellcateu PropMMM. Ocea GOld
IWAIents, an acuwtzlventure based in South Australia, will be asssted to
develop the marWe far two ncw value-added blue swimmer crab products. We will be.
working with the company on the complete supply side chain, from produt
dmldopmet to market penetration, to trasport 1ogisti3.

Other ground-breakifg pojects to be auportd under the progamme involve the
development of miarkets by highy motivated produces for new herbs and spics,
o~ra fiood products and exotic mat indunzies. The runaI-imng pirojects to be
supporte under the Deficatessen Progrunme will be announced later this month.

Ladies and guenzeq, over 30 nqpoea xort fom=n will. be established armud
Australia by the end of this yea. And these forms will identifyr eierging expotes,

ug leading and potential eapotters together and gamrte enthusiasm and shmu
knowledge. Ta get the beat reslts in Oni as in all other areas, participants rous be
shown the potenti and the means of achieving it. It is a big stop for many to so from
being a domestic supplier to being an exporter. However, in true Australian spirit rm,
sure that miny of our producers will jump at th~e chamnc when they see what is possible
in the A.Sia.lPacific, market

The Placament of tachnical market a==es counillors in Seoul and Tokyo vAi
acccllwvt the removal of tacboial access barriers such as quasantine and shdliife
rtsuxitions and this will directly brMn new makets and acw jobs to Australia.

in addon to these initiatives the Council at its laW meeting agreed upon five priority
actions to be grven the greatest priority by governmentand industry. The first of thes
is elecuronic commerce. The Council Mas identiied. a need to acceerte the uptakc of
electronir, cwmae w a vehicle foir international trade. On-line trading Wa exciting
poteotial: it throws open tht doors to Asian buyers, it provides rural food businesses
with ready access to Asian buyers, it displays the whole range of Australian food
products and it streamline the process of government clearance. The move to real
time paperless trading will cut costs, acerate ttunaround times and open up
Australia to countless buyers in the global trading environment. It is in every sens the
way of the fliture and the Supermarket to Asia Council wuill play its part to ensure that
wec get *Ai mawanwm baefit from it.

Today, I can announce that the govamment is providing funds to support the
establishmen of Air and Sea Export Freigh Counci They are to be based on the very
successfu Western Australian model The will bring producems processors, packers
anid transporters together to fu logisic proble=n. It is in ecybody's interest tma we
optimise use of space, schedules and storage to service our global markets- Air freigh
councils will be established at most major airports at the end of this year.
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rm. also pleaed to mnuceo ta Quality Food Ajjwruh -logo wWl be rciesed today.
It a a comomrcia veature for small and medium eAitcpwe to access and more
offectiey market their producta m, Asia. It is un iraportat meopiton -of the
opportunities that exia for the small and medium sirml businesses in these ames tq? pin
muket access into the regini It ideattfies the food product as Auuttlia and has a
guarunted minimnm quality and satkiy ertification. It is a colaborative mvchanism
for unall and medium companies to achieve drit"a mass~ grater markxt pmsewe,
economes of sc and easier access to distibution chanmels.

I'm also pleased to say -that the ComnwnweauIth Government will continue to do its bit
to promote food expoits to Asia in relation to the AQIS aad customs activities. T7he
Australian Quarantine Inwcction Savice and the Aumnrlian Customs Service 4re in
consultarion with industry dEveloping a streamlined caport clearance procdurci and
this Will SMv WMsinsseS tiRM and effort an ObutaOiig CXPOit Cla8m We Must
esablish in this area as in adl odxx area Autralia as an effctent and relia ora
of food products And by Working UWgtbe the Governmet and the industry can
solve many of the isses curently hinde**n our wporU When new technology offers
us new solutions to old problems we must naturally grab them.

The Council ladies anid Scotlen, bas developed a model food safty emergency
aplan and will be encounegng its update across the lbod inustxy. Thi

will enable, the Government and the industry to quidkly Woozti the degree of diffiaty
of a food safety inddeat, the soirce of the problem ma the neessary action so that
any risk to consumcrs it kept to an absolute minmum and any potential daumg to the
reputation of the supplier is eliminated. That is all paot of the aggiegate responsibility
we adl have to ztalously preserve and promote Australia's deserved reputation as a
clean, green producer of food.

In voncluding this opcriwg. address ladis and gentlemen, I would like to say a big
thank you to the members of the Council for the work tha they have done over the last
12 months. It is in every xnrse of the word a visionary .coacvpt to bring togethar a
coordinated way all of the activities both governmnent and industry whfich bear upon the
potential for Australia to incrAse sigrificantly her share of food exports into the
growing Ama-Pacific markets.

I want to ta the industry ivprcslnives. I want to thank the experts that have
contributed, want to thank Paul Bourke arid Isa support staff and I also wwAt to
thank my senior Ministerial coleagues such as John Anderson who will be addressin
the conference Later today for their conbfrition of timze aud effort

I have given a persona l piority to- the activities of the. Supennarke to Asia Council
because as Prime Mniste I am strongly committed to the growth of our shame of
access into this enormously big and growing make. I bev vuy strongly that if we
cm act together in a concerted way to sweep away th~e regulatoiry and other barrier to
a higbwex aport performance then the opportuniies. for Australian produmes and
Australian processors is almost limitless. Nobody can over-estmte the potential for
growth particularly as a result of the incrasig middle clasmng* of the populations of
Asia the potenrial fr growth ini the area of food xporting and it is iwumcn not only
onmy government bui also on all sectors of industry to work together and that is wbat
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tbe Su&"mari to Aias, CwnW Is Aabout. I think it is able to look buk ob 12
mobths of ayipg the grouWd wwk and look frward to tbe nea 12wo~thz of
beginniag to arta the bea~d ofthis addition.

I thaak ywz vay mucJ* for yaw xIPPot and cooperalion I wish the. onftme weAl
and I 'wish ail ussociisd with the actaUc n th vay best of good ftwume and sgccss.

Thank ym

[]ENDS)


