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TIMETABLE FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

I am please& to announce the dates for the Constitutional Conventioti and the election of
delegates.

The delay caused by the Senate's initial refuasal to pass the Constitutional Convention
(Election) Bill 1997 means that it is no longer possible for the Convention to be held in
December this year, as originally planned.

The Government's preference is for the Convention to be held before the Parliament resumes
in 1998, given the fact that a number of parliamentarians will be involved in the proceedings.
As a result, the Convention will be held in Old Parliament House, Canberra, on 2-6 February
and 9-13 February 1998. The schedule of Parliamentary sittings will be adjusted accordingly,
with the 1998 sittings commencing on 2 March. Consideration is being given to the House of
Representatives sitting during the period 23-26 March, as the Senate sittings are scheduled for
that period. Additional' sitting- ti me will be scheduled, !if required, later in the year after
appropriate Parliamentary consultation.

In accordance with the terms of the Bill, 76 of the delegates to the Convention will be elected
in a voluntary postal ballot to be conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission.

The key dates for the election process are as follows:

issue of formal notice of election
Close of Rolls
Close of nomiunations
Mailout of voter material
Close of Poll

29 September 1997
7 October 1997
8 October 1997
3 November to 14 November 1997
9 December 1997

Nominations to stand for the election may be lodged with the Australian Electoral
Commission from 29 September 1997.

The results of the election will be certified by the Electoral Commissioner by 6 January 1998.

AUl electors on the Roll will receive information- by post including ballot papers, how to vote
information and statements provided by candidates. To assist voters with limited English,
assistance will be available from .a telephone interpreting service in 15 specific
languages.Material will also be translated in a wide variety of languages in the media.
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The Australian Electoral Commission has established a national enquiry line in relation to the
election. The number is 13 23 26 in all States and Territories.

Prior to voting, balanced and easily understood information on the issues in the republic debate
will be prepared and distributed widely. This material will explain in plain English, how the
existing constitutional system operates; identifyi the arguments for and against change, and
present the key options (including the option of no change).

12 September 1997


