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FUNERAL OF THE PRINCESS OF WALES

We have -today received formal confirmation from Buckingham Palace and the UK
government that in accordance with the wishes of the Royal Family and the Princess's
family the funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales is not to be a state funeral. As a
consequence heads of government and heads of state are not being invited, except in a
very few cases where close personal associations existed with the late Princess.

I shall not therefore be attending the funeral, but along with all other Australians my
thoughts and prayers will be with the family on the day.

Buckingham Palace has indicated that in the case of Australia it would welcome
attendance by a senior minister and accordingly the Government has decided to send
the Foreign Minister, Mr Downer.

Australians have been deeply touched by the sudden loss of the Princess and have
given in many forms moving expression to our feelings for her and for the suffering
that her family and especially her children must be enduring.

The Australian Parliament has on behalf of the nation conveyed its deep sympathy to
the Royal Family and especially Prince William and Prince Harry. Memorial services
have been held throughout the country, including the one I attended in Canberra on
Tuesday.

The Government naturally understands and respects the desire of the Princess's family
and the Royal Family that the funeral have as strong a personal nature as possible and
that as many personal friends and contacts from organisations with which she was
closely associated should be able to attend.
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