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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

PM IN HOSPITAL

On doctor’s advice and to enable a full recovery from his current illness
the Prime Minister, Mr John Howard, has been admitted to hospital in
Sydney.

Earlier this week Mr Howard was suffering from bronchitis and the flu but
late today the diagnosis was that this has developed into pneumonia.

He is likely to be in hospital for the best part of next week.
As aresult the Treasurer, Mr Costello, is acting Prime Minister from

6.00 pm tonight until the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Fischer, returns from
leave on Sunday evening and takes over as acting Prime Minister. '
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