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PRIME MINISTER

31 March 1997

TRANSCRIPT OF THE PRIME MINISTER
THE HON. JOEN HOWARD MP
DOORSTOP INTERVIEW, CADBURY FACTORY, BEIJING

E & OE - varessnommananensssess

Journalists:

Prime Minister you’re visiting 2 British awned factory here in China, wbat’s the
relevance of that to Australian investment here today?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well the investment here originated out of a decision made by the Australian arm of
that operation and it’s a factory built according to Australian specifications, it’s
managed by an Australian, there are obviously benefits for Australians inthat I don't
think we should ever adopt such a sub-divided, small minded view of the world that
says unless something is eatirely Australian owned without any involvement of any
other country that you don’t even look at it. Cadbury’s is a compaay that has
operated in Australia for long time and it’s cmployed hundreds of thousands of
Australians over the years and world-wide prosperity of that company is obviously of
benefit to those Australians

JRNLST;

Do profits from here go back straight to Australia?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well it’s no different from any other part of the company's operation.
JRNLST:

So, what are the benefits to Australia (inaudibic)?
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PRIME MINISTER:

Well I think if you have a company which is strong world-wide T think the
demonstration to the poople here of Australian managerial cxpertise, the quality of
that factory matches Australian specifications and that is very considerable. And the
fact (hat Australian managerial expertise is part and parcel of the operation and a very
important part of the operation, of course that is beneficial. But the face of Australian
investment and Australian economic activity in China has many features and I don’t
think it dininishes the overnll impact of that. Of course expected along the way some
of the investment will come through companies whose parentage is not Australia.

JRNLST:
Prime Minister, what iitiatives will you be unveiling in your speech this afternoon?
PRIME MINISTER:

Well, Ull be emphasising that I sce the relationship between our two countries as a
partnership in growth  The growth potential of China is there to be seen and we must
take every opporumity to involve ourselves as partners realistically seeing the
complementary character of our economics. We have very complementary
economics, We are reliable suppliers of raw materials, we have world class
managerial expertise, we have top quality technology, particularly in the mining and
other sectors. One of the things China needs is a governmental and setvice sector
infrastructure and the capacity of our service industries in law and accountancy, and
indeed in the public service, China needs advice and help and counsel in providing a
public service infrastructure throughout such a vast country and the capacity of
Australia to provide that is immense.

JRNLST:
So we may bc able to sec Australian departments selling services overseas w China?
PRIME MINISTER:

Well, I havc a yery.broad minded view about that. I think you have to be flexible, you
ht::em%mandible) changes and I would imagine that in a number of areas

cxpertise Australian Public Service, which is very widely respected around
thewoﬂi::llbeavailablemditisoneofthethingslinwndtomisewithﬂm Chinese
govemnm

JRNLST:
(inaudible)
PRIME MINISTER:
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Well, one area that’s giready been under discussion is the subject of, here between
Senator Newman and a member of the Chinese governmment there is the possibility of
that area needing to be explored. So we shouldn’t just see that partnership as being
overly in the private sector, The point I made yesterday and I will make again today
is the congruence of the government and the business facets of administrative
projections in China is very (inaudible) that is how things are seen here anditisa
question of us adapting to the circumstances of the markets. It would be foolish to
allow amry opporumity to get in the way of getting a share in the activity and 2 share of
the market.

JRNLST:

Mr Howard, human rights groups arc (inaudible) for it’s approach to the human rights
issue?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well T will be taking the approach that best serves Australia's national interests. My
respouse to that is to promote and look after and defend the position of Australis, the
values of Australia, the prosperity of Australia, the interests of Austrabia. Tam happy
for what I do in China to be measured by one criterion and one cnterion alonc. Was it
pood for Australia? Tam not interested in any other measurement because that is my
responsibility. [am the Prime Minister of Australia. 1 go overseas represcating the
interests of Australiz in the broadest definition of that expression and I am quite
content for others to judge what I do according to whether it is Apstralia’s interests or
not. That is the only thing that concems me.

JRNLST:

To that end, Prime Minister, do you expect to have any success on the matter of
James Peng on ths visit? Do you expect he may be released?

PRIME MINISTER:

Iarpnotgoingmﬂagevcrydctailofwhaxmybediscmsndbcmmmysclfandthe
Chinese Premier or the Chinese President. I think you, all of us have to be realistic
a'bontwhatunbeachievad.allofushavetobcmlisﬁcaboutwhatapproashismost
hkcl{;o::ing rcsqlts. ;t:wsyto proclaim loudly on a soapbox from afar. It is so
sensible to recogmse what cin be achieved by the s buildi of a cl
relationship. Itis often the close relationship whisl:?syer mm quieﬂ;’rs\evhich
yicldst-hestmngcrmdtthanardaﬁomhipbemminsoundandﬁlrybmovertimeuot
pmdnmngmhamsultandthanfomlctmmusmﬁmeﬂﬁngsbymmsmdﬂw

results are what counts but results according to the pational i ustralia
’ interest of A
That’s whet matters, the national interests of Australia °

JERNLST:

(inaudible)
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PRIME MINISTER:

I think T have a responsibility first and foremost as the Prime Minister of Australia
and as Primue Minister of Australia everything i do here will be calculated to advance
the interests of Australia. It is in the interests of Australia to have a close relationship
with China, It’s also in the interests of Australia pever to be reluctant to defend the
values and principles both at bome and abroad so what I seck to do is achicve a
balance, a synthesis and a misx, if you like, between those two things because all of
them go to the Australian natiopal interest. Thank you




