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Thank you very very much David Russel! for that vtery very v~w1 itoduction*. To Rob
Borbidge, the Premicr of Queerslund, 3oan Shcldon, the Deputy Prmier of Queenslanid;
to John Paterson the Federa! President of the iNational Paftv; to D1ort Mlacdonald. the
former President of the Quee-siand, National Party: to~ Bol, Tuckear. the President of the
Ouceznstand Divuision of fihe Liberal Party. to John Ardetson. the Drputy Leader. of alie
Fedcral..Parliamentarv National Paty and Minlister for Prirmry Tndus-trv aad Encrgy; and
so many of my otbar fedcndl and state Parfiamivntan. collag=u~ and parti~uhrly th- Local
fec=1~ mariber, the newly eiected local fcdcral kcmbcr rox Erte*ert, Peter Lindsay;
ladies and gcnilememi

It. is for rm a particular pleasure to be hcri today and before zalkii,- politically in a.7 way
could I say somcthing that everybody without uy- cxxxeption, Y'm surc not wily in. this
room but all over Austmlia. will endor-se my ,,ayutng, and shaL isto send our waimeszt gond
lu~ck Nvi5he* to t Aus=aian Olymnpic team as the Atlaiit? Qlyrn pit; CQurcs open.

Thces nothing tWa quite binds the htearts ofV Australiew, together nre than a gr=a
sMring contest [,,was the woitt=e of a Ttat- 6pic sporting vic.tory by ih -Au-t ala
Rugby tem last Saturday even~ing ap~inst the Sr;in~boks and it was tby
Phled briliantly anid I think Mike Hforan vvas them~. and Tim =Ad be wds, so I thin.k
,waiWV quite 'wuuns the bwnr like an Ausmalian spcwting succs and. 1. look fivwr to
the front Pates of ft. newqzmpers and &bhe tid firsi ~svond aad iw4r ism on the uicws
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bulletins over the weeks ahead being absolutely regaled with Australian victories at
Atlanta.

Ladics and gvntlemcn, this is thc first conference of the Queensland National Party that I
havc addressed. It is of cours the first of your State branches' conference since the two
great election victories that we shared together- The ultimate defeat of the Goss Labor
Governmemn by Rob Borbidge and Joan Sheldon and the quite remarkable win, that we
had on the second of March in the Federal Election.

That win on the second of March was in the State of Queensland in the House of
Representativcs the best outcome that either side of politics has achieved in two-party
preferred terms5 in any State of Australia since federation. To have achieved as we also
just did in 1975, 60.2% of the two-party preferred vote, an enormous tribute to the
grass roots organisation of the two parties.

It drove home an enduiring political lesson in Australia and that is when the Liberal and
National parties work togetheir, they win together. And it was a great vindication. And I
want to say to all of you how very proud I am to be in coalition with the National Party of
Australia. On the night of the election, just by one w4at it would have been theorctically
possible for the Liberal Party to hav governed in its own right but it wa5 never in my
contemplation no matter what the numbers that that would be the case. I bad a pact in
opposition with Tim Fischer and the National Party and I wu determined that that pact
would be followed forwurd :intO Gavernerit, and .1 ari enough of a politiCal MA-hst LU
kn~ow that no matter what the outcome in individual seats may be, the moot important
thing about hanging onto Goverarnent in this country for our side of politics it is the
absolute coalition unity of our two great political 

T have all of my political life been a devoted coalitionist I am a Liberal &ist, as Tim
Fischer is a National Party member first but I am a coalitionist T share many of the
values and aspiations of people who represcnt the rual areas of Australia- I understand
the painthaistilbeing felt inruralAusralia. rIknow that between 30and 40oof the
State ofT Queensland Is still drought declarod. I know the despair in many of the rural
towns of thiscountry. I know the absolute ange of many people in the bush about the
way in which minority groups have disadvantaged the great export incomec earners of this
country. And when I say that f think particularly of the way in which the industrWa
rclations systam of this country has strangled the aspirations of many of the great wealth
producmr of Australia and I want to come to that in a mnoment.

But can I say on a personal note, that I couldn't be worling with a finer Australian, I
couldn't bc working with a man of greatr umst and greter comtetto the cause of
his Party and the cause of our coalition then Tim Fischer. To mny Australians Tim
Fischer reprnts those great, quintesscnrtial values of directncss and authenticity which
we identify with t Australia bush. He's been a fearless advocate of the cause of rural
Australia and whten I heard David Ru~ssell just make a passing reference to the Diesel
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Fuel Rebate, it could have been Tim but I heard what the reaction of the audicnce was.
I hecard the reaction of the audience.

T think we have in the four months that we've been in office we hawe accomplished a
great dcal. If we had control of the Senate, we'd have accomplished a lot more. We've
already identified ourselves as a Government that is determined to represent the interests
of the mainstreamn of the Australian community. One of the things that I campaigned on
with that slogan 'For All of Us" was a belief that what had to be represented were the
aspirations and the valucs of the mnstreami of the Australian eornmtmity. That doesn't
mean you ick minorities around. T doesn't mean. that you arc insensitivc to minority
groups in the Austraianeonmiuatty but what it means that at the end of the day you've
got to take decisim-ts that represent the aspirations and the desires of the great mainstrem
of the Australian community. And for too long this country Wa a government that was
pushed and pulled in every direction by the noisiest minority that happened to be in town
at the particuilar time.

We had an agenda to bring about certain change. But we also had an agenda to rcassert
some of the fundamental values and verities of the Australian way of life. I campaigned
very strongly on restoring the role of the family uuit as the most influential cohering unit
in the Australian vommunity- I believe that Australian familics not only provide the
greatest source of emotional and spiritual comfort to Australian individuals but beyond
that a functioning unitcd coherent family is the most effective social welfar system that
any nation has ever seen.

And the widening gap between rich and poor- much of the social disintegration of this
country and much of the unemployment of this country can be tracd to the disintegration
of fiUnily life,

And whilst governmerts can never turn back the tide of change of human behaviour and
human failings they can shift the incentives, they can have an influence, they can nail
their colours to the most of commitment to stabilising the Australian family, and one of
the important goals will be to do that And I made certain commitment about family tax
relief in the campaign and I want to tell you that that commitment is going to be
honoured in fuM when the federal budgpt is brought down on the 20th of August

It is also %worth reflecting ladies and gentlemen of course on the other gret victory that
was secured in Queensland, and that was the change of Government And Ma I say to
You that the relationship that I have developed with vout new Premier, with Rob
Borbidge, bag been a relartionshiP of trust ofconfidence, of fiendship, of reliance, and of
shared values and shared objectives, He's a man that I like and admire a lot. He's a man
tha I cafl wk with easily. If we have a disagreement over something, that disagCCMcnt
is expressedin a calmn and logical fashion and I look forward to yeas of cooperation
betweu a federal C*aliton.Govcr~ent led by me and a Queensland Coalition

as.!iren led by Rob Sorbidge.
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We have a lot of policy things in common. Both of us are concerned about the need to
bring about changes to the Native Title Act to inakc that Act more workable. I have no
qumnel with the decision of the High Court in tho Mabo case, but I have a lot of quar-l
with the legislation that was passed by the fornier Labor Government against our
Opposition and with the support of the Austrai domocrats. That legislation has
created unnecest :.iy delay in development in this country, We have seen the stultifying
effect of the uncertainty surrounding Native Title issues in relation to the Century Zinc
project and it must be abundantly clear to any observers of that particular issue and any
observers of resource dcvelopment in this country. that failure of that project to get off
the ground has in no wy been the fault of either the Queensland Government or the
Federal Coalition Government. We indicated a Willingness to facilitate to through
legislation any agreement reached between the Aborignal communities and the
company. We want that project to go ahead and I suspect that many many mcmbcrs of
the Aboriginal community and their children also want that project to go ahead. It's the
sort of projec that is in the interests of cverybody because it provides export: income to
this country and it provides jobs for Australians whether they are of Aboriginal descent or
not and it sends a signal to the rest of the world if it wure to go ahead that this is a very
safe, predictable, and reliable country in which to invest And it must be a matter of
great frustration to manty people that that project has so far not got off the ground

Just as it was a matter of great frustration, to many people that the seemingly acceptable
Port Hinchinbrook development was for no valid reason frustrated by the former federal
Labor Government And as you~ are aware in recent wee" Robert 1-Til, the M1iniStaerfri
the Environent has indicated the disposition of the Federal Coalition Government to
allow that project to go ahead I mention these things my Mrends because one of the
moods I found as T wcnt around Australia during the election campaign was this growing
feelins that you couldn't do anything in the place any more. Thal every time you put a
project up for approval, somebody had a reason why it couldn't go ahead- And the net
effect of that was that Australians Particularly young Australians and most especially
Australians in the non-metropolitan areas of Ausmalia were denied job opportunities and
denied a future- And ame of the goals of my governmnent and I know it is a goal of Rob
Borbidge's sovernment is to cut away the obstacles to many of thes projects and many
of thee developments going ahead-.

Two of the other areas tha we identified in the election campaign of course were the
1 1ortanc ofindustial xelations reforms to which David Russell has already refere

and also the important role played by small business within our community. All of you
know how strongy committed I have been an a personal level to. securing f-daena
I -tial relations reform in this country- There is nothing more important to the long

term cconoic, strength of Australia then to change our arthritic out of date industrial
relatons system. Timme is no eco nomic reform objective to which I am more strenuously
committed and the members of my government Tim Fischer, John Anderson, Pete
Rith all of them, and there i5 nothing more utterly unites the non-Labor Soverniments of
this comuty then~ a commitment to fundamental industrial relations refivm. Wenled to
absoltely get rid of any vestige of compulsory unionism in Australia. We nu4 to restore
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the effactive secondary boycott laws. They were so effective that the Labor Party tried
for 13 ycars to gct rid of them and they finally succeeded in persuading the Australian
Dcinocrts after the 1993 electioni to destroy themn And one of the imrportant elements of
our legislation is to bring back those efl~ctvc secondatry boycott laws.

We ame commnitted to giving people effective choice of work place agreements. We are
committed to allowing those Austrlians whio want to join trade unions to join1 thC unionl
of their choice and so the list goes on.

In the area of small business we have already implemented our promise to reduce the
provisional tax uplift factor from 8% down to 17ve established a committee under
the chairmanship, the Managing Dircctor of Maedonald's there seemns to be a lot of
them in the conversation today, to carry out an inquiry into how you reduce by 50%/ in
our first three years of Gvernment the red tape that operates to prevent, the free
movement and the free dealing,- of small business in Australia and I'll have that report by
November or December of this year and of course thcrc is no element of the industrial
relations law that is more important than the provision in that legislation that will strike
down Laurie Brereton's ridiculous unfair dismissal Jaw.

Because that unfair dismissal law, incidentally, we weren't told anything about it in the
1993 election campaign, Thce~s a funny double standard operating here l-adics and
gentlemen. The Labor Party in 1993 said nothing about the industrial relations reforms
they were going to implement and they got through the Senate. In 1996 we said
c'veyting about "me indiusiriai relations reforms we were going to implemzent and they
age still stuck int the Senate. Tt says a very very interesting thing about some of the double
standards that are operating in Austmlian politics at the present timc, but I don't want
anybody to leave this gathering today to be in any doubt that we remain absolutely
comm.itted to -our goals of industrial miations reform.

Now, Mr P'reident, I'd now like to turn to the issue that yiou mentioned in your speech
and that is the issue of gun control legislation and I want to say at the outset that this is a
difficult issue and I know that as an urban Liberal my culture, my perspective on this as
David quite correctly intoned in his introductory remarks is perhaps a Little diffierent from
many in this audience. I understand that, and the last thin that T am going to do today is
d'eliver any scrmns Or any lecture or any moralising scriptures about the issue- It's not
something for that, it is something for sensiblc debat%: and discussio. It is an emotional
issue and I don't think when I ac~cepted the verdict of the Austraian electorate on the
nigh of the secnd ofMarch it would have be=n in my coftemplation or indeed in the
,contemplation-of anybody in this room that one of the issues that we'd havc to grapple
with as Coalition partner was the issue of Sun control legislation. I know that there are
Many people who find the law3 that I support wo strongly, incoivmdent Some cvcn find
those laws quite unacceptable. I know that I respect their strength of fcclin& I don't
branid sport shooters as criminals or Rambos I've never done that You cgn search
the record and you Will findno abusive lanpzage ft-om me. I understand that it is difficult
for many of those people. I understand that on this particular occasion Fmr supporting a
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set of laws that is asking people to give up pant of a recreational pursuit and also to ive
up part of other activities that they have followed all their life. I also know, and I'd just
likc to quietly rvmind you that in the coursc of working through these proposals and
reaching the situation whcru we am~ now, a number of changes have been made to
recognise in particular the situation of many people in primary production-.

T he introduction of the first Police Ministers' Confcrcncc of the exemption in
demonstrated need circumstances of Category C weapons, in other words, the less
powerful semi-automatic weapoDs. The introduction specifically In response to
representations put to us by the Queensland Government, by RusselJ Cooper and Rob
Borbidge, put to us in relation to Category D weapons and then the acceptance last
Wednesday of the proposal iu relation to those involved in Olympic nationad and other
international sporting disciplines.

So it is not as if in the process have beenp blindly insensitive to mnany of the concerns that
have been expressed. And I do accept that some people will be uaconvcnicnccd.. I know
that. I1 ask that it be accepted by you that the rationale that T have adopted and the
rationale that m~y (3overnmern has adopted arnd I believe the vicw taken by the
overwhelming majority of Nustrahians including I know very large numbers of people in
rural and non-metropolitan Australia is that on thi s occasion the overall common good is
such that it is- an inconvenience that the majority of the population beieves should be
accepted- Now, that's not easy and I know that, and it is the sort of thing that happens on
occasions and it is the sort of thing that doesn't give me any pleasure bemause I am In the
business of workving tbrough things with my friends. in the National Party. And I amn
sensitive to the difficulties that some of my colleagues have had in relation to this issue
and the Party organisation. But it is ultimatety my rcsponsibility and the ruspoosibility of
my colleagues to take a stance that delivers on the cxpcmtions of the great bulk of the
Australian community, that delivers on the aspirations and the expectations of the
maistrn of the Australian communiity, and I think throughout the country and the- city
areas of Australia, there is a pasionate desire to achieve something here which would
have been thought unachie-mble a short time agro.

There is a deep feeling within the Australian commnrwity that we have an historic
opportunity to easurc tha this nation docs not go down the Amcrcan path and we bavc
an opportunity to deliver on that hope and that aspiration and that expectation and that is
wh4at has drivenixie and what has influenced mc. not a desire to score any kind of
argumentative or debated point, but I believe that ther= awe occasions when leaders of
Governments, and I wan to exprcss to all the Premiem of Australia, and particularly her
today to Rob Borbidge my thainks and igatification for the cooperation and the
Uderstandinig of a difficult issue.

He has put his position very strongly and very directly to mte- I want to expres my
thanksm to all of my Liberal and National.Party colleagues for their cooperation and

tmcsandng and also maylI say in the proper spirit I hope of geccosity on this

q(=asiw, the support and undcrstadinghat ha" cDoIe from other poliflil PawtUeS that
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don't normally extend any support or any understanding to us on any issue at alL And I
think that is part of what is withict the expectation of the Australian community and I do
hope that you understand those motivations. I do hope that you undcrstand. that i taking
the attitude T have, and my govcmnnicnt taking the attitude that it has that we believe thid
We arc givng expression to a very deeply held view within the-Australian cornmunity.
And the proposals that wve have put forward are based upon the principle of proper and
fair compensation. We are not proposing the complete removal of firearms fyom the
Australian community. We are not proposing a regime that is nearly as strict as some of
those who have sought to misrepresent it, would have you and to have us believe.

Wic ame proposing a rcgime that we bclicvc over a period of time will lead to a substantial
and lasting reduction in thc num~ber of firearms in the Australian community. It will
dchvcr in our view a safer community. I don't pretend for a moment that it is going to
deliver a community that will never again see a gun massacre. Iwntsyta a~
say that. Anybody who says that is both foolish and irresponsib1c. But given what has
occurred and given the cvid cnt and persistent commitment I havc fowid across the
political div.ide in city and in country, in metropolitan and. non-metropolim.u areas alike
given all of that, I believe that we do have a speciai responsfibiliv, at this tim in our
,country's experrience to take the action. that wc have. I1 know it is difficult for some, I do
understand that

And I want to say in relation to that that a Coalition is always a question of some give
and take. There will be occasions when the National Party suppoMT1s and members of
the Coalition will think it is the one-way Liberal traffc. I timdcrstand that. But can I also
say to you there l be other occasions, and I ask you to take the long view and not just
look at the last two or three months or this particular issue, take the long view and
understand that there. will be occasions when people do see government decisions that are
particularly in the inturests of the National Party side of the bargain.

I am not unconscious of the importance in a Coalition of making surc that everybody gets
a fair crack of the whip, that's ver important. and Tim is particularly vigilant -to ensure
that that occurs. And I think if you see a number of the decisions emerge over the next
few months your faith in the durability and the fairaes of the Coalition will be wl) aR4
truly viridicated.

So Iadies and gentlemen, I wianted to say those thing directy ad fianky. There is never
any point in a valuable Political Partnership which is intcnded to last for a vry very long
tbmc, there is never a"y poin on occasions in avoiding plain speaking or pretendin's tbat
some, diffeeces don't cxist or imagining that therm Aren't Some hur ftlags along the
iwav I understand thai and I'm vcry respecttu or it but I ask you to understand equally
the reasons why I bavc thc view that I do and the reason why I believe that the view that
T have put toyou and T havemiaitained is in &e bet inf t ~of AUSURaiia and of.
secondary, bqt nonethelew. great importance, it is also in the lonjR-term best imtrcsts of
the poltical aftuaion of both out partes, of the wit of te, and it Is inthe long tamw
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interests. of our capac-ity to deal with difficult political issues and to resolvt: them in a
way that rebounds very rauch to our credit.

Finally, can I say to you as I have to the several State confercnccs of thc Liberal Party that
1 ihave addressed since the election, that 1. would never have been loader of the
Opposition. I would never have been a member of Parliamemt f Ntad~d never bave b=e a
Minster and most certaintly I would ncver buen Prme Minister if it hadnt been for the
grass, roots members of my Parry and by extension, the grass roots mcmbcr of the
National Party of AwsraWi I came out of the Librl Party organisation in New South
Wales. I've almav believed in. dialogue betwvccn ihe organis~ton. and the Parliamentary
Party and I think Daiid's allusion, operatic a]llusion, was really succinctly summed up by
saying you know, don't get too carried away w ith yoursclP I And can I Say Lwas
intrigued at-the wwyhc said it- I mean, this is ncwv rural diplomacy. it is absolutoly
terrific. But ladies and gentlemen, I won.?t got carried away with mysclt, the Grnftks
called it hubris_ Australians have some~ blunter wAays of &scribing it but I'll spare those
from you today and I won't get carried wm-4y 'uit di m$slf 1 am here as Prme Muisaer
becuse of your work and through the*gf of the Australian people and I'll always
rcmnmber that and if I always remember that P ve a rough oppommuity of ,qtying hcre for
qtuit a while. If I forget it- ITl get chucked out pretty quickly and I don't want to do thaL
I've wiaitea tong timo and my cotlleag=c waited a long time. They aie enjoying it, they
are doing a good job- I watched Bruce Scott do the Townsville RSL 14ast right it was
tour de force' And John Anderson-s I thnk delivered a very good outcome for regiona
Australia in relaion to a sensible rcsolution in the woodehip industry in particular. I
thiink it was a vMr very sound dccision that baiancd both the desire for fhe envi ronment
and the desires of development.

So ladies and Sentlemen, again my hearttelt thanks for the. support ftht you gave us ol)
the second of iMach. My heanfclt thark5 for the stcrling support and loyalty through the
wildemness-yeax..in Oppositioio. They wcre rotten years, I don't want to fevisit. then and I
don't think any man or wonin this room wants to revisit tiiern either. Remmrbe-t
when wm work together, we win tog-ether.

Thank you.
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