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Thaz&k you very much Peter, to Ian Macdonald; to Ian Weller, Frak Tanti; Bob Tucker,
other distinguihed guests, ladies and gentlemen, and David Jull, my Ministerial
colleagues who has just joined us.

It is quite a pleasure to be here tonight I almost feel I'm back in the election campaign.
The last time I wa in North Queensland was during the elction campagL Last time I
was here I visited a parn of this district, the Lavarack Baimks, which of course has been
touched by great Sadness and tragedy in recent times and an event that touched the hearts
of Australians all around the country.

But rm vcry happy to be b=r because this electorate, as much and in some respects more
than any other electorate around Australia symibolises what we were able to achieve on
the second of March and although four months have now gone by since the election and
inevitably one talks about the jwi and projects into the ffture. I shouldn't allow
tonight's pthering go by without thaning you for what you achieved here in the
elecWtort of Herbert and Particularly to thank: Petw Lindsay for the 9.9% swing that he
achieved in the election. Do you know Peter that there axm 36 Coalition seats more
margirl than the seat of Herbet and could I also tell you that he is already one of those
Ammbers that never lets you go by him in the coriidor without saying something about
what you ought to do, and how what you are doing could be done a lot belie. And we
took a decision in relaion to a development at Port Hlinchinbrook a couple of weveks ago,
a decision that quite ftandy .(applause). And if that project reachos its Mai ftuiion
that Wil do mome to pentratobs for young North =aduslndr awill do mom~ to
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of this country is about and what the development of the non-metropolitan areas of this
counitry is very much about, is encouraging risk taking in private sector development

Now, I've got to say to you Peter, never let the opportunity to go by to remind mre of the
importance of that project and to remind Robert Hill of the importance of that project to
North Queensland and particularly to his electorate. But we did achieve a great tng on
the second of March, and I want to thank allI of you who kept the faith tbrough those
thirteen years that we were in opposition. They were terrible. I mean, I1 hate being in
opposition. I never intend to go back to opposition. And I think what we were able to
achieve was a remarkable result and it was achieved in Coaltion with our friends in the
National Patty and I say to you as I will say to the National Party conference tomorrow,
that the most important thing about our side of politics is the continuing Coalition
between our two parties.

Whenever the Liberal and National Parties work together, we vin together. And
whenever we lose sight of that simple lesson wi; start to rn into difficulty. And T also
take the opportunity of saying to you that no Prime Minister of this country could have a
more effective, a, more dedicated, a more loyal and a more decent deputy than I have in
Tim Fischer.

Ladies and Gentlemen, there were may things that I prumised the Australian people
before the last election. One of the most important if not the most important thing that I
promised the Australian people, and it wa captd in that slogan of ours For All of Us

I promised them that a Coalition Government would be a Government that govetzied for
the mainstream of the Australian community. it wouldd be a Government that was not
brow beaten and intimidated by vocal minority groups. It would be a Goverment that
took its cue from the desire of the mainstream of the Australian community to see
policies implemented that were truly in the national interest Tn saying that I don't in any
way denlurat the importance of listening to minorities in our community. We are a
complex society and there ame sections of our community that are less fortunate tha t
m;ainstream, and thoue people deserve a hearing and they deserve a sympathetic repoms.

But at the end of the day, good goyeiMent in this country is about rprCeentng the
aspirations: antd the hopes and the values of the mainstream of the Ausuuhlan community,
and if you go through many of the decisions that we have already taken, you will see us
keeping faith with thast comimitment. The conmmitment that we hawe to buil a saife
Australian roinznuitY through having effoctivo national gun laws us a commitment to the
scurity Of the mainstream of the Australian conimunity. our cornmitmcnt to have strong
effece industi relations refomua, is a commitment to the mainstrem of the Australian
comunty It is not that Ttustrial relations leislationm, it is not born out of cnidunng
hostmhitY to the trade union movement, but it is legislation tha seeks to say to cvczy
indivda worker and employer in Austraia that if you want toD 5it down and make your
OWU wOzkplace WM8angemnt and you dont want to take union milved, aud you don't
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want the indubirial rclitions commission involved7 then you ought to have the right and
the opportunity to give eft to that desire.

Oir comrnitzncnts in relation to small busiess and can T say that of Al the sectors Of the
Australia economy that I talked to during the election campaign, arnd of all the sectors of
the Australian economy with which I feel I suppose most tribally comnfortable if I can put
it that way it is the small business sector of the Australian commnwity. My own
background, my own family background was of a small business, kind and I've always
believed that this cowaty is csscntiaily about encouraging people to start with nothing
and to build something over a period of their working lives and to leave something more
behind than thcy had when they started life's journey. Soa much of the succcss of this
country has been built up with small business. I said during the election campaign that
therm were many burdens that small busizie~s was carrying that i. wanted to do 
about The most obvious burden it was carrying wtre thiose ridiculous unfair dismissal
laws that Laurie Brereton gave us without wanfinfg in 1993.

1 mean, we have a very very strange morality about industrial rcla?.zons law in this
country. Latui Brerton said nothing about the unfair dismissal law in The 1993 election
campaign and that gets passed in the Senate. We say everything about our laws in the
1996 campaign and so far they haven'tbeen psed by the Senate.. And Iwant to say to
any of you in the audience tonight who are in small busiess, and I reckon there is quite a
few of you in this audience tonight who are involved in small business in Townsville 
I'm sorry that the unfair dismissl law hasn't been repealed yet. The leislation to give
effect to itis locked in the Senate, anidas soon as the Sente expresses the will of the
Austraian people and Passes that unfaif dismissal law, it can be takcn off your backs. I
think it was a rotten job destoying piece of legislation and I want to see it Iemoved from
the staute books Of this country as soon as humanly possible. I also said that the burdn
Of Ted tne was far too excessive and by the end Of ti year I wil have a report of a
committee chaired by Charlie Bell, the man who runs the McDonald's organisation
throughout Australian of ways and means of reducing by 50% in our firs tein, the
burden Of reulation and red tape on sniall business in Australia. And I've already had an
indicatiOu from the Australian bureu of statistics that is a down paymnt on that

2o-it1es Work, it will radUfe by 20% the numiber of forms, tOW business hasgot to fill
out for the federal GovcrMMOM r mean, it is rumarkable you know that without any rea
Press"" Y= got 200% try a bit harder and you might get a lot bigge perenut and tha is
exacly watwe have in NoIdntPeen ht o agtrdo vr
reultion although 1 gues not people in this room would think tha would be a daM
good idea, but I do believe that every level of governmr~,i sarol h ee
Govermavui, State guvwernn acid local govemmert awe guilty of excessve egulation
as well, and I fnk at evezy level people have got to undemaii that ahm typical small
busines ina Ausiraia doesn't hav'e a huMa =esot,=s depannc± r human resources
Mauger, dley don't have 4 Chief accoIJUntn.Iien tepro h i unn h

busnes, ha m0= or "'man w io s running the busines is the mangn direct, the
saesmug the cMUFY Mschokli mwd so fwt*z al wrpped up, Mnot, Wn h
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idea that you sort of have a department... and unfortunatly Manny Of the laWS that are
written for busincss in this counry ame written in the belief that every business has the
resurcs of a BlIP and it simply doesn't and of comre what is wrong with the industrial
relations laws of Australia is that they are laws that were essentially designed for a world
that is now largely gone and that was a world where industry was manufacturing industry,
where most of the people who worked in business w=r men and therm were very few
women, that you had large conipazns where everybody worked in the one spot and was
answmrble to foreman and the idea that we had industrial rclations laws that rulated to
small business units is something that the framiers of those laws didn't really umderstaiid.
and what we wced in this country is a set of industrial relations laws tt sure, look after
the big companies, sure, accommodatc the situationas of BHP and CRA and other large
companies, but arm also flexible enough to allow that two, three, 10 or 1S man enterprise,
the flexibility anid the capacity to make arrangements that are important and relcvant to
the operations of that particular business.

So industrial relations reform, its relevanice to small business and making chantges that
accommodate the small business com~munity are ,viy important goals and priorities of
my Government They arc things that I believe in very very strongly and they are things
tha I believe are important to the future of this counitry.

I also identified another benchmark if you like of the performance by which my
Government could be measured in its firs term and that is what we were willing to do for
Autralian families. I didn't lig"tY talk about Australian families during the election
campaign. I have all my political career believed that if we could have a Government in
this coum~y that properly gavc back powcr wnd authority to AustruUm 6iilies we'd have
a better Australian society. We took a decision that was criticised by some of the excperm
but I think supported by most Australians a couple of weeks ago to do something to give
authority and power back to parents in Australian communities to have a bit morm say
about what their children watched on television. And that was a decision once again
reflecting a mainstreamn concern Now, I don't believe in censorship, I'm a Liberal, I'm a
person who believes in a free society but I do believe that as parents we have
responsibilities and I think one of the smouldering sentiments that many Australian
pamunt have at the present time is that they are increasinajy living in a socty where
thtir role and their authority in rclation to what their children do is being eroded and
anything that a government can do that cani have an influence in changing that is a
decison and measue tha I believe most Australian ate willing to support.

Now we arm going to brin down a budget on the 2Mt of August and ther's a lot of
speculatiou about it I can't announce all of its contents to you tonight T can tell you
though that there will be a few things in it that will deliver on the colmmitments, the
inPOrtaft COMMitments that we made when we went to the people at the I=s election
And some of tose people who've been running arouad Austrai*a 5ug&Cstin& that thos

zinpo Ct MRuu r V made in the las election campaign am going to be walked
awayft WOUN oing to have a lot of egg on their face We ame going to cwuc that the
f0mlytaWpuCka that Ve corminzed ourslves to at the electiort in &Jhwm wl w 
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going to maintain our ommitment to keep Medicare, and wt are going to deliver on our
commitment in relation to tax deductibility for private health insurance, a very very
important commitment that has been made.

And I can assure you that the decisions that will be taken in the Budget wll represertt a
fair balance between the importance of keeping faith with those central commitments bun
equally recognising that we inherited a budget situation much worse than what we'd been
told. A~ a a nt ujc.aohrlwthtw r on oIhp h ca
willing pass before the next election, is a law to make certain that neve again will we
have this absolute charade during an election campaign where everybody wan~ts to know
the true state of the books but the Government in power won't let that trc state be made
available. I mean, the day after the second of March, on the third of March. I staggered
up to the Commonwealth oafMce on Phillip Street. 1 was feeling rather weary, I can't
understand why, and I was _reeted by the then secrctaiy of the Prime Minister's
department and two of his deputy secretaries and they handed over what they call the
blue book, and it gives you all the information about the transition to government, you
kno0w,, and all this very very intcresting material. And right in the middle of it was all this

intersingmrial about the Budget deficit. I mean, it had beent prepared wecks eaiier
and they bad two blue books, they had one for Mr Kcatig if he had won and they had
one for me. T was very happy that mine was the one that was utilised of course. And
they hand this over to me abd it's got right in the middle of it in bold rtye, underlying
budget deficit for 1996/97 and of course it was some $7 billion or $8 billion higher ta
what had been the basis of the campaipn by the former government

So what we axe going to do is we wre going to pas a law saying that when the wits aro
issued for the next election. the federal Treaury will automatically be mVequi to publish
updated calculations of the Budge: situation And they will, be published they will be
Published and cam I SAY as Prime Minister and I'm sure Peter costello if he were heme
torii&h would echo miy sentiment. There's a marvellous discipline on more efforts
becuse what it Mfts is that tha the true state of the books is going to be revealed
whethe you like it or not when the campaign starts anid I think thae is a very very
iMportatnt discipline.

It's te Sor Of diseiPline that a COMn y is subjected i t geinothe mraIDen

ivseu the setht venmnt Ought to be required to issue a resonably accurMte
givetenmrj of err'Or that inevitably are there given1 the shifting economic

pa~mex~1 think tha is a toally raable thing to do. Ladies and gentlemen, after 13
yewz in oppoSition we have the OPPOrtwuty as a Caiingvrmn otk utai
through to the end of this century to presde Oovacletion of=W~ the ctaeAsrala

fedetio an to ay he oundaton for the prosperity and the future of this county ito
wialthe u miinn I thin it is vezY importWn that any Government having to confer

wit al th A~slrlia~ pope a3 its greatest priority, should be a gvernen tha
ftmu"e of thms fthi tha bind Australian people togtie ahrthnzocthnsta
Push than aput0W h hmti
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I haven't made a particular habit of tAlking too mnuch about my predecessor since I
became Prime Minister and I don't intend tonight to particularly depart from that
practice. But I do want to sy that one of the things that worried me, Particularly over the
lagt two or three yC23 of the former Governent, was that we seemed to spwn an
enormous amount of time focussing on things that divided the Australian community.
We had thrus down our throats a version of Australian history that tried to divide
Australians into more or lcss patriotic Australians according to which particular view
thecy took about certain issues. We had a preoccupation with arguing a particular point of
view about owr history which encouraged divisiont rather than encouraging unity. WeIl I
don't pretend for a moment that there oughtn't to be and there always will be and ther
should be because it is essential to democracy, theme ought to be vcry vigorous debate in
this country about political issues and things that people feel very strongly about And I
think one of the roles of the Governent no matter what its complexion is, one of the
roles of tht Governmcnt should be to focus on things that bid us together- And I sWe
as r went arvund the country last year in the lead up to the election, that there was a grea
desire on the part of the Australian people to sort of have an outbreaking of finding
common ground on certain issues rather than wasting effort and energy on those things
tha they could never Aind agreement on. I coined a phrase during an election campaign
that some people poked a bit of fun at but I didn't mind it at all, I was a view I had about
Australia, and I said I wanted Australians to feel comfortable and relaxed about their Past.
comfortable and relaxed about their present and comfortable and relaxed about ther
fture.

Some people thought I was joking when I said that I wasn't really, I think it is very
importDant that we feel confident and relaxed and we feel a sense of piride and sensc of
satisfatction about what this country has achieved. That doesn't mean we shouldn't feel
ashamed about some things in our past. Any nation that reflects on itself honestly mnust
feel a sense of shame about certain things. It doesn't mean to say that we've been perfect
but it does mCMr to sy that over the last hwmdred years in particular since federation, this
country I=s achieved an enormous aMount. And I last year as Leader of the Opposition
and even More SO now S PrImte MiniStr, r sense tat thcre are many Awotxlan who
were tired of the !If-denigraion that is sometimes engaged in by some in our midst, and
they want a period uot of triumphalism, but they want a period in which we take a quiet
pride in what has been achieved, and we work togethcr to tackle t problem tha we
have.

Anfd we have a umber of economic problems, but we- also have an enomous going for
us- We have relatively sbmg economic growth. We have a culturally divers wa~orce
Which is of gret bcnefit to us. We live check by jowl to tMe &Stest growing economic
regon in the World, the Asian-Pacific region and it is the strong amminlaent of my
gVernme to maintain the in-vovema= of this country in the Asian-Pacific region, and
any suggestion tha now that You've got a Coalition Government in, power we awe going.
to slack=nin W that is completely wrong
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We are forever port of this region, that doesn't rm to say we don't have association$
with other parts of the world but our economic future is very bound up in it, and anea
such as North Queensland I think are evcn more conscious of that than some other parts
of Australia. SO we do have a lot going for us, and I havw a very deep fooling that if we
can over the next two or three years get on top of our budget problerm, things such as our
industria relations system,and our chronicafly artnrtic, waterfront, and bring about some
of those other micro-economic reforms that are so necessary, then T think we can enter a
period of very great stabiliy and a period of very &reat prospeity. Finally ladies and
gentlemnen can I say to all of you that one of the great responsib~ilities that I have as
federal Parliamentary leader, as leader of the Federal Coalition Government and as Primc
Minister, one of the great responsibilities I have is to maintain a very strong coftact with
the grass roots of the Liberal Party. I came through the grass moots of the Liberal Party.
I've spent all of my adult life working for the cause of the Liberal Party and the values in
which the Liberal P3Mt believes. And i value the opinions of the people in the gritss
roots of the Liberal Party and my responsibility is to continue to maintain contact with
you, to maintain contact with the Austr-alian community. The most dangerous dismae of
any political leader is that the Ancient Greeks coined, hubris, to lose contact with tos
people who elect you, to lose contact with those people who support you and to lose
contact with those people who fought for you and kept faith. in you is the big~ct mistakc
that any political leader can make.

I finsh my vemarksbysaying that Iwill do my level best tomaintain the faith that you've
put in me, to maintain the faith that the Austraia people have put in me. I won't alwWy
ge everythng xi&ht I wvnt always do everything that you want me to do and Im sume
that between now and the next election I will annoy on occasions quite a number of you.
And that's the nature of political life, but t can promise you that we will take decision in
good faith. that are in our view in the best interests of all of the Australian people and
that they will be decisions that vill reflect the mainstream values of the overwhelming
majotity of the Austzrlian community.

Thank you very much indeed.
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