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OPENING OF AUSTRALIAN STAND AT CeBIT'95
MANOVER - 8 MARCH 1998

it is o plessurs 1o be in Hanover opening thig Australian stand st CeBIT'9S.
It is also a source of pride which | rust is shared by all the Australlan
companles represented here.

We are sharing the exhibition with same of the world's best companies, in
somae of the world's most compettive industries.

It is a signal honour that Austraila has Besh chosen as this year's Parter
Country for CeBIT, and Australia’s information technology and
telscommunications companies have responded with unprecedented
enthusiasm to the opportunity this fair presents to show Germany, Europe
and the world what the Australian industry has achlieved.

One of the problems faced by Australlan manufacturars and service
industriss in marketing themsaives abroad is the adsence of intemationally
recognised Australisn brand names.

Our companies are doing remarkabdie things in Informaton technology and
communicatons, but their achlisvemanta aoften go unremarked and

anonymous. Often they are masked by the names of the overseas !
companies with which they are connected. [

The fact is Australla does not live In the intemationgl mind as g famously
tschnological gociety. Wae do not have companies which fiy the flag In the
way that a Slemens files It for Germany, or Phiilips for The Netherlands of
Microsoft for tha United States,

{ have no doubt that Australlan companies of this kind will soon emerge.
Telstra, to offer one examply, is becoming 8 well known Australign brand in
Asia. [nteilect, a CeBIT veteran which sells advanced point of sgle and
smert card technology, is now a muitdnationsl firm operatng in Scandinavia
and elaswhere in Evrope. f
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It will Take time, but the important thing Is to recognise that the process has
begun. and that the smergence of such companies will signity not only their
individual success but another step in the transformation of Austrails.

The presence of 170 Australian companies at CeBIT was unimaginable just 3
few years ago. 1t demonstrates how much the snvironment has changed in
Ausualia, how much it has adapted to the changed international
environment.

CeBIT'96 will change it that much mare. For your companles and for
Australis It has, | belleve, sn historic dimension.

It is not 100 much to say that you carry the future In your hands. Not slone,
of course: those traditional gectors of the Australian economy which have
served us so well down the years will continue to underpin our economic
success, at least 30 long as they continue to modemiss and adept 1o
technologlical and glodbsl change. So to0 will other new and sophisticated
elements of our manufacturing Industry,

But no othar Industry carries such resi and symbolic importance as the one
In which your companies are working. And no Industry serves all other
Industries, or is 80 fundamental to their future success, as your industry ls.

it Is also true 10 say that more than any other sector of the economy,
Iinformation technology and communications will define the sort of soclety
wg become (n the 21t century.

On your succass, and on how we Australian governments apply the new
technology, substantislly depends the achievement of our nationasi
smbitions.

Your work fits our strategy.

We need an innoveadve, compaetitive modem manufactuing industry. You
are providing us with anse,

We need an export-orionted gconsmy intagrated with our region and the
word. You are helping us to build it.

We need to re-vitalise our reglons. Your industry can help ua do e,

We need to overcome the distances which separate people and communities
from each other and Australis from the world. That is what you are about.
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To make Austraila compaetitiva and to expand the realm of opportunity for
Australians now and In the future, we need comorehensive and effsctive
vocationsl aducation and training. Your industry wili play a crucial role.

Informstion technalogy and communications is 8 basic and dofining element
in our economic and soclal ambitions - 3 world competitive economy
underpinning an egaelitarian, inclusive society.

It Is an industry with vast potantial for good. 1t can make us 8 more
productive nation, make ail sectors of our economy more afficient, increase
our exports. it ¢an deliver better health and other soclal services.

To quote just three examples of this potantdal: among the companies
represented hare are some like Mincom. which has developed sophisticated
systoms for managing capital Intensive industries Including mining,
manufacturing and defence: and Rosetta Laboratories who have developed
Braille computers, optical character reading machines that read to the blind;
and Earth Resources Mapping. whose spectacular graphics packages for
visualising and snalysing sateliite pictures of the earth for applications like
mineral exploration, mapping and city plenning, have set 8 world standard.

Yet we shouldn't forget the most fundamantal fact abaut these new
technologles - | mean the fact that properly applied, they can make all our
livas easlor.

They go directy to the most commonplace snd essantal of our activities.
This is emphatically not "boys with toys” technolegy. It is technology to
make shopping eesier, banking simpler, teaching more effective, transport
safer, our public service mora efficient. it can give us better hospitals and
heaith services. It can enlarga our sxperience of the arts, open new
channalg of croativity, deliver new and bettar raaims of entertainment.

It has profoundty demeacratic possiblilties.

Yot nong of these baenefits are Inevitadie. They will not happon by
themseives. They won't happen In Australls and they won't happen in the
world unless we decide that they should heppen and resolve to find the best
ways to make them happen.

Recontly | heard about a startding fact which | think we couid usefully bear
in mind when wo toik about communications and information technelogy: It
is that haif the world‘s population has never made a telephone call.

Wa will fail ourseives and future ganarations if we allow the new tachnolegy
10 compound the difference which now oxists between developed and
developing countries - if wa aliow information technology snd
communications to be as unfairly distributed es the world s other resources.
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And whet is trua of the glaba! application of the new technologios ls true In
different degraes for Australia. We need a strategy whieh will snsure that
the grest potantial of IT and T s realised In the Interests of our damocratic
and social goals.

| think ) can say with some certainty that Australis has considered more fuily
than most countries all the implications - regulatory, technical and socis! - of
the Information soclety.

Last week | launched a major report commisaloned by the Qovernmsnt into
the provision of broaddand services. The report lays the groundwork for the
Qovernment to be a laading-edge user of the new technology. Our objective
is not just 16 iImprove the way we parform the existing functions of
Government but, much mere broadly, 1o re-enginger its work - to dellver In
compistely new and more effective ways sarvices ranging from heaith in
remote areas o the kinds of entartainment we gee avery night in our
suburban homes.

Many of you will also de aware that lsst year we delivered two mejor
statements: tha first on employment, the second on Australlan cultural
development. Both expressly took account of the new technologies. Both
wers designed to stimulate and give demacratic and soclel dicection to the
T industry.

Augtralia may not yet be well known for its technolegical innovation and
excellence, we may not yet have that Slamens, or Sony or Microsoft, but
the companies representoed here gt CeBIT may reasonably think of
themselves as being laaders among those who are establishing such 8
reputation for us.

These 170 companies collectively carry one message to the 700,000 people
who are expected to visit this axhibition: It is that Australia knows the way
the world is going and will not ba left behind.

Lot me then congratulate them fer their enterprise and wish them good luok
in thelr ventures.

Let me also congratulate all those who worked 30 hard to put this together,
Ba-pasgig-e! AUSTRADE ang Oiotor Lo Comte and his tesm.
1]

As | have said so many times in the pest, Australla’s future is very much
ted to out close engegement with the economies of the Asla-Pacific, not
least with our export 1o them of information technoiogy and
telecommunicsations. For that reason | want to welcomae In particular the
membaers of business delegations who have come here from Guangzhau and
Japan especisily to meet with Austratian exhibitors.
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i also want to say how plessed | am thet Australian State Govemments sre
piving this exhibidon thair full suppert: and that the Premier of Quesnsiand.
Wayne Goss, Deputy Premier Cawan from Wastem Austrella and Minister
Gudae from Victoria have all mgde the effort to be here today.

And finally let me thank our German hésts, whose generosity and hospitality
have mads this visit so rewsrding and enjoyable - pardeularly the paople of
Henover.

Since Eurapean settiement in 1788 Austalians have always known Manover
3 the place from which the British - and, therefore, the Australian -
monarchy came. When that connection passes, as | am sure it soon must,
this new link may wall remain - the link formed between Australla and
Henover by this most 213t century svent, CeBIT'88S.

It is now my pleasure to officially open this Austraiian axhidit at CeBIT' 96,




