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KENNEDY: Mr Keating, Tom Jones is he your sort of singer?

PM; "~ Heis my soft of singer, not necassarily my sort of songs but he
is my sort of singsr.

KENNEDY: What is it about him?

PM. It's that huge blueay voice big biack bluesy voice and he was

doing all this 30 years ago, that's what amazing about him. | mean he has still got the
horsepower.

KENNEDY: Alright he has got the horsepower and | guess the question is
he has been doing it for 30 years you have been doing it for 25 or 28 years. Have you
still got the horsepower and the question | supposa associated with the fact thers Is
no prime minister who has probably promoted Australia as a naton anda our position in
the world more than you have aone in the past couple of years. But yet a8 fur us
Western Australia is concemed you are still a relative stranger. Why is that?

PM: - | don't think that Is right Peter. There is a conventional wisdom
written by journalists, you know they go to polis and what have you and look at these
things. Now when it comes to forecasting elections and forecasting popularity most
joumnalists couldn't pick their noge frankly and they are all writing what's happened but
very poor at writing about what is prospective. Remember this, the Labor Party has
had a majority of seats here for most of the period of this (Sovemment, a majority of
faderal seats in Westem Australla and wa arg not far away from that even now after
last election. | he conventional wisdom berfore the last election Is that in some way you
know for various reasons we wouldn't win the election and we did. So ! just think the
public are quite disceming, | mean the key thing to think about me and Westem
Australia is what policy changes are in the place, why is Westem Australia growing at
10% a year, this year, 10% growth which is just a phenomonal figure and 6%
employment growth and tho answer is because of this Federal Labor Government's
policies.
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KENNEDY; Alright but it's undeniable that the state is growing vary quickly,
as fast as any other state in tha country but yet as far as Westem Australia Is
roncemed you very rarely venture west. This Is your first tip west in 11 months.

PM: But how many times have | bsen here in 20 years, dozens of
occasions.

KENNCDY; But now you are Prime Minister.

PM: Yes | know, | was coming in August as you know, the Cabinet

came in August but | picked up the fiu for the first time in 5 years and It laid me down
for about 10 days and so | missed the August thing but i's two days, a day over and a
day back and | generally make it two or thres if | can which really means blanketng
out most of the week, most of the working week and In this job It's very hard to do
that.

KENNEDY; But do you acknowiedge the fact that Westem Australia, a third
of the continent feeis somewhat miffed by the fact that you don't seem to be able to
spend as much time here as they think you should?

PM: Look it's not a third of the continent, in terms of the people we
don't go talking to bare hills we talk to people. [t's an important constituent part of
this country and for 12 years | have been a minister and mnst of the palicies | have
supported pealing away the tanft wall, opening the exchange markets. geting sort ot
best practice into Australian industry, compettiveness in other words. All of that has
been In the main favoured Western Australia and Queensiand. So in reality | don't
think Westemn Australia has had any minister in key positions as | have been who has
in lacl favoured il more.

KENNEDY: Yot the same sort of message seems to be coming out of
Quoonsiand because only this moming your Attomsy General was reported as having
said that he belisves that you should visit Queensiand more often. Queensiand and
Waestarn Australia the resources rich states and it appears you are neglecting them.

PM- ‘That was a beat up | think and these things happen from time
to time. That story we won't take t0o much notice of, | was in Queensiand last week,
week before last. last week in fact | was in Queensland, | am in Queensiand quite
often because il's the same time zons and the distance means that the time you fiy
over here you haven't lost a day but the important thing Is, is Western Australia
benefiting from the policies of the Govemment | lead? Why has it got 10% oconomic
growth and 6% employment growth? Is it because of the policias of the state
govemment or the Federal Govemment and there is only one answer to that? The
Federal Government. It's compaetitiveness, the exchange rate, inflation, productivity,
these are all the things that maka all the bulk trader commadditias of Wastem Austraiia
competitve. They are the things that is giving vestemn Australian manufacturing
base, they are the things which are giving a decent competitive service sector and
thats wnat maters. Not whether | am over here doing radio programs or guing fiom
this place to that place. | come when | feel | have to and that is to pick up the issues
and get a feel of the community but the core thing for West Australians is, does the
Federal Government implement policies which are of benefit to Western Australia and
the answer to that is very atrongly in the affirmative.

KENNEDY, Prime Minister this is a very important year for you | think you
would agree and you seem to have, given the crisis that you had just 8 week or two
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ago in Canberra, you seem to have lost patience with the Greens over the
woodchipping row?

PM: . No not the Greens, | can't have any truck with the recitation of
untruths which some of these people in the Wildemess Society have been saying.
That is there is 1,300 compartments of forest which are pristine trees, that Is just
untrue. Thoy say our objcctives of such a high moral purpose we can actually, how
dare you eay that our spi¢l is wrong. | mean tho day | actually accept the fact that
1,300 stands of trees are pristine when in fact less than 500 are we are all in trouble
so we have to deal in facts and truths and a lot of people, | mean from my point of
visw there are two comparatives in this debate. Onae is like most Australians | want to
see the imporant stands of native forest protected but where they have been logged
through once or twice, where they are no longer pristine there Is no point in pretending
they are. So there is an imperative here to protect the native stunds of trees but on
ihe other hand make sure we have got a sustainable forest products industry. | think
we have come right down the middie in that debate and all those Australians who
want to see those trees protected have got to know that the Federal Government is
doing the right thing in protecting them and much of the blurb, much of the rhetoric,
much of the hysteria is basically factually wrong.

KENNEDY: You might say you haven't iost patience with the Greens but
what about tha raport that you refer to the Greens bacausa of caaseless damands,
you refer to them privately as neo fascists.

PM: Not even privately | am just saying some of this sort of baid
recitation of untruths by some peopie in the Wiidemess Society is sort of, you know as
| said Goebbels like behaviour. The sort of recitation of basically untruths and how is
that going to help the debate? | mean how can we pretend that 800 stands of trees
are pristine when in fact they are not. How can you have a debate when people, now
what happened in the past we have always had the leadership of the environment
movement with the conservation society where you got more weight and gravity and
gravitas and people got a lead. People interestad in environmental issues got a lead,
now the nolgiest have taken over and soma of the most axtrame alamants of the
wiidemess Society and remember this that Bob Brown IS running for 8 Senate seat.
Its not as If he Is any more campaigning just for the preservation of forests. he Is
competing with other Liberal and Labor candidales for a Senate vacancy, a Senate
seat, a Senate quota. So what Is happening of course the rhetoric has changed to
suit his political ambitions and the ambitions of the Wildemess Society which has
become a political party.

KENNEDY: Well the Green's rhetoric certainly seems to have hardened
towards your govemment?

PM: No the Widemess Society not the Greaans, the Greens is a
very large expression. Green means the people interested In green. Could [ just say
last year. do you want me to say this Peter, last year without any real pressure from
the environment movement this Govemment put aside Shoalwater Bay in Queensiand
for ever, Jervis Bay in NSW for ever, and put $20 miliion of the budget to buy back the
whole and the heart of the Daintree. How much have we heard about that? Not a
word.

KENNEDY: Are you confident that you will get Green's preferences at the
fadara! alaction similar to what formar Sanator Richardson achieved in 897
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PM: Look at what we saw yesterday from the Liberal and National
Party. There is the leader of the National Party eaying that ho disagrees with Mr
McLachlan he will not support the abolition, the abandonment of the policy of clear
felling of trees. McLacnian came and said that they the Liberal Party and the Coalition
wouldn't support clear falling. Fischer cama out and said we would, | haven't got his
exact expression in front of me but we would not support that policy and we won't
support that policy, so if you look at the people who are intarested in the preservation
of the Australian environment and forests, | mean obviously tha tail of the National
Party has always wagged the dog but if Fischer comes out and says we are still in
favour of clear felling you can bet pounds to peanuts that's the way Coalition policy
would go in office.

KENNEDY: So you would expect to get Greens preferences?

PM: We are the major party that can form a Govemment in this
country, we also happen to be the major party that has the environment up there as
one of the main core issues. Of course | expect that.

KENNEDY: The nght batween the media giants for the lucrative Fairfax
media giuup in Sydney obviously is going to test your media ownarship rules. Would
you consider lulting the current major sharaholder, that is the Canadian Conrad Black,
increase his stake from 25 {0 35%7

PM: That's a matter for policy and we will think about it as we do in
any of these processes. If he applies for it we will think about it.

KENNEDY: On the other hand do you have a preference for Australia’s
media being controlied by Austratians?

PM: The nationalist in me always has that preference but we have
already allowed Mr Black's company to buy Telegraph newspapers, to buy 25% of
John Fairfax and Sons.

KENNEDY; Now Kemy Packer has baen interviewed on A Cument Affair
this evening and during that interview he said in part with regard to the Opposition
Leader John Howard, he said John Howard is @ good honast man who has leamed
from the mistakes of the past and he added he believes Australia naeds a changing of
the gusrd.

PM: Wali that's the opinion of ons, | mean so what.
KENNEDY: Just one, not an infiuential one?
PM: Just one. | mean iast time Kery Packer would tell anybody

who listened that we had no chance of winning the 1993 eiection. He told me
personally we had no chance of winning the 1987 election and as far as | can
recollect his view was the Labor Party wouldn't win the 1990 election. So what more
need | say?

KENNEDY; You don't attach any sighificanca to those comments?
PM: Not really no.
KENNEDY; - You are not suggesting or seeing that perhaps he might be

putting a little bit of prassure on you in his bid for controt of John Fairfax?




PM: | am in the pressure business | am in the conflict business
Peter, it would take more than a dozen Kerry Packers to put any pressure on me.

KENNEDY: But | mean he has been friendly tu Labor over the last 10
years hasn't he?

PM: Not in news management or media terms he hasn't, no. But
you know is ha somebody who believes the Govemment has done a reasonabie job, |
think that is right but is the Channel 8 network programmed to support the
Govermnment, It never has been. | mean are the current affairs programs set up, never
las been. So Is he a friend of the Governmant in hews management terms, no he is
not.

KENNEDY: So with regard to Fairfax you wouldn't fule out any attempt by
or any attempt by Conrad Black to come to you, to come to the Govemment and say
we would like you to lift the percentage limit that we can take in John Fairfax to 35%.

PM: I think the important thing here is process, | mean we are
seeing a tramendous change in madia policy with convergence and cross media and |
think process is important that govemments have a right to consider these issues,
properly consider them.

KENNEDY: Wil you be bringing forward your planned review of the
government's media policy becauss of this?

PM: No | don't think so, no.

KENNEDY; So no roviews planned or what, until after the election?

PM: | am not sure when we would oxpect this review to be
considerea by Cabinet.

KENNEDY: ~ Can | Just ask you about Mabo and Aboriginal land rights? Of

course they are back in the news with the presidant or the national Native Title
Tribunal saying this wesk there was significant morat shortcomings in the principles by
which native titte was recognised. An observation | would Imagine which would
concem you?

PM: Observations by judgos, | obviousty read and take some notice
of but | think what ied to the point, led to the remark being made was that if some
parcel of land has in the past had some sort of title over it, it has the potential to
extinguish native tita. vell that's in the preamble of the Commonwealth Act we have
alwuys understood that, the High Court mads that clear. | think any suggestion that in
some way lunid which might otherwise nave been native titte land but for the fact for a
couple of year it might have had some other lease or something nver it is really about
a statutory base for the granting of native title in the broad. We used to call that land
rights so if the remark is to be taken to mean that we should move the Mabo native
title legistation to statutory land rights | don't support that and that's what | took the
remark to mean.

KENNEDY: He is the president though of the Native Title Tribunal -

PM: Yes and | am the Prima Minister.
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KENNEDY; And pointing out what he believes to be moral shortcomings in
the legislation.

PM: Well in that case he has got a point to make to his fellow
judges on the High Court bench. It may be that a parcal of land whith has had if you
like habitation by indigenes but which for a period had through just a quirk of history a
laase of say 6 years or 10 years or 12 years, that may have extinguished the native
tide. Tha important thing is to get the land fund bili through because the
Govemnment's policy was never all about native title, it was all about a combination of
the two. That Is where a grant of interest in land, where a grant of interest in land has
extinguished the native title and thare is a pastoral lease in this very large fund which
the Govemment is now proposing that tha Pariiament should agree to and which of
course was emasculated by the Graens and the Libaral Party in the Senate iast year,
would allow Aboriginal people to buy that pastoral lease, you ses. So what Justice
French is saying, he is making a comment about the impact of the vagarnes of native
titte but to make a social comment you have got to ook at the and fund because the
land fund has such a complementary purpose in being able to provide in buying land
and saning that go to a synthasised native title.

KENNEDY: You have said that you will ba looking at amendments to the
native title legisiation just aftar it's been in operation for a while, when is that likely (o
be?

PM: Operational amenamants, not go to the heart of its principles.
You know what the Australian media is like Peter it's all blacks and whites and no
greys, well when you are in Govemment and you are running a Parliament, running a
Govemment and you have got to legisiate, one has to ook at the grays and all the
subtie colours. Wae are not just blacks and whites, amendments do not mean gutting
the native titla legisiation. What they mean are process issues.

KENNEDY:; Waeil you managed to get the national farmers federal support
of course for the legislation on the basis that the pastoral lease grant didn't extinguish
native tile. So what you are saying is you wouldn't want to consider changing the bill
to change that?

PM: in the preamble of the blll the presumption is that pastoral
leases have extinguishad native titte. Now | think what Justice Franch's ruling has
said is that in this case with tho Century Mine it did extinguish the native titie. He
perhapg is musing about the fact it may be shouldn't have. Welil that point |
understand the remedy we think is for the land fund to be buying land. do you
understand? In other words if you want peffection here you go back to 1788 and
invest title across the country in the names of the Aboriginal traditional owners, then
you work backwards. Now none of us are in that position. The High Court made a
decision 200 years after first setiemant and that may not suit the indigenes obviously
but what we sort to do is (o legisiate s0 that they could get the maximum certainty
from that legislation. Notwithstanding the fact that the High Court pretty well made it
clear aithough no doubt this matter wili be tested whether in fact a pastoral lease
extinguishes native title.

KENNEDY; Prime Minister how do you think Labor is travelling in the west?

PM. | made the point to you earlier Peter we have had a majority of
seats in Westemn Australla pretty much most of the way through since 1983 and if it's

all a matter of delivering the jobs, | mean what was the primary issue upon which the
Govemmment was elected at the last election, It was unampioyment. Growth and
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omployment growth and unempioyment. The (jovemment has taken that issue up,
adjusted its policies and we are now growing faster than any other western world
economy with very low inflation and in Weslem Australla, Westem Australia is actually
growing much faster than the national average with low inflaion and with very strong
employment growth so on the basis of what we said we would do, what we were
elected 1o do and what we have done, why wouldn't Western Austrailans retumn the
Govemment again?

KENNEDY:. You take the credit for that, Promier Richard Court said today
Westem Australian people should take the credit for that, it's not being reflected in
support for -

PM: The policy framework comes from the Federal Government. Of
course it's done by people and by the West Australian peopie and business and
others but the framework is what makes the diffsrance and it's like wandering around
a casino with your pockets full and saying but where did it come from. | mean where
did the growth come from, it camo from the right cast of national policies from the
Labor Government that's where it came from.

KENNEDY: Wwhen will we see you back in the west?

PM: | don't kKnow Peter, but | always like seeing you.

KENNEDY: Won't be 11 months?

PM: Probably not but | mean go back over 25 years. | mean let's

not (Jo on about this too much. This silly game that Premier Court plays and the rest, |
have been coming to this state for 25 years and | didn't see anybody saying Mr

Keating has bean here 3 times this year or 4 times this year as | have in some other-

yeurs. It just depends on the load of business and how you can manage your
engagesments.

KENNEDY: When you make it back look forward to talking to you again.
PM: Thank you Peter.

ENDS



