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PM:

Let me just say a couple of words about Alexander Downer over the weeskend
and his remarks about Mabo. .1 think the first thing it reveals is that the
Libecal Party, again, has demonstrated that it is a party that has run out of
puff, it's a party without ideas and without a philosophy. It hopes to govemn -
Australia but it has no philosophy. it has no policy on Australia’s identity and

- what Mr Downer has raevesled over the weekend is that it doesn't have, any

policy of social cohesion, either. He said he would dismantie the Mabo
legisiation #, after an election victory, state premiers required him to do so.
For a start, he is not his awn person, secondly, Mabo is an historic plece of
legislation based on an Important piecs of Australian law. That is, the

decision by the High Court - What does:Mr Downer think he Is going to do?
Overtum the High Court decision on Mabo? And, if not, how would he give

certainty to title and give justice to Abariginal people without it? it is amazing
that the Liberal Party, in this day and age, Is thinking of overtuming Mabo at

~ a time when othar Liberal governments, of course, have extended land rights.

And, it just shows, | think, that Alexander Downer is intent upon taking
Australia back to the filties. Alexander Downer is an old fashioned 1950s

. Liberal politician. The problem for Alexander Downer is that we are in 1984

and the worid has moved on.

Cauld | say that, not only that, but at this South Pacific Forum a number of
leaders have complemented Australla on the Mabo legislation, on the fact
that we have recognised our indigenes and the essantial requirement they
have to reestablish their relationship with the land and take titie to their land
and, where they wish, renew a traditional (ifestyle. And, to make these
comentsforsunply,aompmngapplmatammm
displaying, again, that sort of essential, underlying bigotry about giving
Abariginal people land when the Pacific leaders are here will only, | think,
sour their view about whether Australia has reafly seen the light in coming to
terms with their indigenes. At any rate, it proves this point,’ Mr Downer is
simply about regressive policies, taking Australia back to the 1850s. And,
not only that, saying, nat that we'll see their policies in the efection but if after
the election, after he has supposedly won, then it comes up his back to
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chango policy, he'll change it then. s&,mpubncdon'lcmm, going
into an election, what his palicies right be. -

You'vomedﬂ\emwoﬂymguw mmmmwm
is bigoted? -

[ think what runs through the Westem Australlan Liberal party is unrostrained
bigotry. And; to ba pandsring to that dispiays the worst instincts - et me
say this, dispiays the Liberal Party at its worst  And, Mr Downer is always
tailing us about Malcolm Fraver. how he fooks up fo him: wall, 'm quite sure
Wr Fraser would not have a bar of these sorts of views.

Wouid It be possible to actually dismantle the Mabo legislation?

Wall, it's possible. What the pariiament can do the parfiement can undo. But
by that stage, of course, there’ll be decisions mads undar i, there is the
whole consequent management of titic that flows from it. All the High Court
decision said was that thexe was a native litle in the common law. [t didn't
say what sort of Btio, m:tmcboammuwduemmm

_claims wouid be adjudicated. . All that was done by the legisiation end you've

got & number of Coalltion states supporting. It; NSW, Victoria and so where
doaltlotvolkbcmm it leaves him with the fangtics of the West

PkaMmmlitﬁaﬂtma~qtnsﬁmonmm7 How receptive
mmmmmmmmmmmu
dovdopma‘lt? o

" Wet, | thought the opening session was very encouraging. We had sam, |
‘think, very enlightened and enlightening speeches from. various leaders

sbout forestry and fisherias and hunan resource development which 1 am
mhmmmg«mbaﬂmmmtmw that
we'll improve uponit. v _ .

You think they’ll come on board though, with your views?

Waell, | don't particularly have - | havent got 2 particutar set of propossls 1o
put to them - it's about & view. And, we're alrcady seeing, in a sense, firm
support for that view in tast night's expressions. '

And how imporiant is this refreat today, mdwhatdoyournpatoadﬂm
here today?

Wedl, | think the retreat is importart becauss it does give the leaxiers a
chance o speak informaily abowt mafters which affect their economies and
thelr societies mlmmmhunmmdammm
very halpful in concentratng the debato.




