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¥ 11.4 per cent unemployment,

PM: It is a very disappolnting figure, very disappointing, and the only light we can sce
on that horizon is the increase in vacancies which seems to be going on now quite
inexorably around the country. But the figures are volatilc, we had unemployment
rising by one per cent in Quecnstand in a month and talling onc per cent in Western
Austratia in a month ,and obviously that's not bappened.

J: The agpregato figure is stll going up lan't i?

PM: Butthe Wtcs are gaing up and they are not going to tum down until the
growth we've got now docs accelerate,

J: Do you think that you have missed an opportunity by not going carly to an
_election?  You've let the Coalition off the hook.

PM:  No, no, the Coalition... just imagine, whatever problems we've got today with
uncmployment, what would we have if there was a 15 per cent tax on cverything,

or a $7 billion cut to the Budget. They have got no policy prescriptions and what
John Hewson's proven this week is they don't even have courage in the onc they
belioved in.

) But they've got flexibility.

PM: Thoy got fright, that's it, they have taken fright, that's what has happened to thcm.
ENDS




