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). Prime Minisicr, today was 1o be the day, is it to be today?

PM:  One of you asked earlier if I've got any plans to sece Mr Hayden today in Brisbane -
no | haven't, Tm going to Ry from here to Western Australia. So those events will
take care of themsetves.

) There'll be no election this year?
PM: This is aboul the last day you could do it this year.

I Why not go now, Printe Ministes, the polls are getting better cach day and ¢ach day
there are new interest groups jumping alt over the GST?

PM: The GST is a very ugly policy, there's no doubt about that, and I think that people
now realise that what the Liberals markeied as a plan for Australia is not a plan at
all - it's a second-grade tax swilch which makes ordinary people pay the 1ax and the
benefits go basically to higher income groups and to companies. And the other part
of their policy, indusirial relations, is basically to try to take away from people
things which they've put together over a cenfury without negotiation. So there's not
much there for the public with the Liberal Party, and I think that's becoming
apparent now. But all the same, that can always be better understood and I think
that peoplo are anly jusi starting to undersiand about the GST, and the longer from

our point of view the beter, and the Parliament of course can run to just about the
middlc of next ycar.

5 Thc unemployment figure selcased at the cnd of tast week is not part of your
thoughts on that?
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PM: We'vc had 11 plus numbers ¢atier in the year and I think that people know that
there is now employment growth but workforce growth is bigger - there are more
people joining the workforce than there are new jobs being created, although we
had 26,000 job growih last month, which was quite strong. It's going to take a
while to get unemployment down but we can only do it by getting growth, and
again 1 want 10 sce the fiscal impact of the stimulatosy spending we've done in the
Budget and the One Nation package actually bear its fruit in the economy.

IR Are you going to wait for uwnemployment to drop somc?

PM: No, it's not a matier of walting, the Parfiament runs out in the middle of noxt ycar

anyway, 80 it's not waiting for the rest of us. But again, the longer the stimulus has
1o work th better.

J: So you'll have more time W make the coalition hunt over GST?

PM: 1think the longer it goes people better understand the limitations. What have the
Liberals goi? TheyVve got a second quality tax switch from income to expenditure
with a lot of people getting hurt on the way through, and they've got a savage
industrial relations policy which knock benefits off people. This is not the way
Australia should go, it should go cooperatively, it should go with business and its
workforce working together, as we're secing now under these enterprise agreements
right across the country, That's the way to go. The American people have just
voled, 180 million of them, for the same sort of policy - a policy of inclusion, 8
policy of keeping a country together, not splitting it up and creating undur-classcs.
So therefore, I think the more that becomes apparent the better for us,

IR With the polls going your way and the ¢roding of that support group of Hewson

and the Coalition, did you give today amy thought at all for an election this year,
and how seriousty was it?

PM: There's so much in the public debate that of course these things got thought about,
But again, in this system e Prime Minster has the option of deciding the
termination of the Parliament, and therefore it's something that one should in this
Job keep under notice. But my view is that the greateér opportunity the economy is
given 10 grow the better, and the longer people get a chance to size up the Liberal
Party’s, whai ] think are, ipadequaic policies the better for us.

). You've spuben tu a vane growers' eagcutive in Bundabery this morning, any good
néws of announcements for the sugar industey?

PM: 1found it very intcresting and there is always, again, the valuc of discussion and
cooperation. Trying to govemn by press release from Partiament House like the
Liberal Party is now doing in Viciona, or Mr Howard and Dr Hewson would do in
Canberra, is not the way 10 g0. You do leamn things by talking to people, you do
get a better perspective, Now I'm much better informed about this industry and
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what worries poople than I was iwu hours ago. As you know, Brian Courtice Is
heading up a task force to report to the Government about the sugar industry. 1
didn't think that one could juat réceive that without having some feel of the industry
mysclf. So I've been very grateful for the opportunity. For those canc-growers
who haws come along this morning, ['ve appreciated theie point of view, and the
fact that they've put it lucldly, and uncmotionally, just put it in a very dispassionate
way which I think is very useful.

Dogs that mean the Taskforce Repost will get a favourable hearing?

It mcans at Jeast whenever Drian gives il to us, it's going to mean more, we'll be
able 10 decipher a lot of the things in it that I'm sure otherwise would Jiity, ou”
straight over our shoulder. It's given me a feel of the industry, I've had assoclations
with some rural industries and I've always kept a feel of the Jand and the

- countryside, rural industry, but this has given me a good opportunity with sugar.

Were you able o give them any indication on what you'll be doing in as far as
taritts go?

No, bevause I think that should properly be lefl fur consideration of the report by
the Govemment. Bui there's no doubt that the industry docs sce laniffs as
impaortant, not just for deflecting imports but also in a defacto price support for
sales in the domestic Industry. At this stage it probably means more in that sense
than the deflection of imports.

When van cane-growens ¢xpect some sort of decision on this matter?

Brian is going Lo report quitc soon, hopefully before Christmas,

So before the next election?
Certainly.

Just one other maticr, Primc Minister, any wedding wish or message for Tim
Fischer today?

I think Tim planned his wedding around what he thought were election dates. |
wish him the best. I've met his fiancee and she's a very nice person. | hope they
have a very happy marniage.

So 1 guess he can go away and enjoy his honeymoon then?

Yes, I don't wish him well poliically, but 1 do wish him well personally, he's a very
nice chap.




