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Across the nation, welcome to MEET THE PRESS. Good evening,

I'm David Johnston.

Tonight our firat gucst on MEET 'THFE PRFSS 15 Australia's premicr

citizen, the Prime Mintster, Paul Keatiug.
Mr Reating thank you for joining us tonight,

PK: GCood day, nicc to be here on this premier occasglon.

bJ: Paul Keat{ng has spent the lasu few days in Far North Queensland.
Some gay cons<idering his options for the timing of therﬁorth—
coming Federal Election.
The government must go to the polls in the next few months,
Experts vary in their second guesses of the Prime Minister%
agendu, auywhere from Lhe last week of yovember to March.
Paul Keuting has heen a pivotal element in the Labor party'a

historic four terms jn office, And we'll speak to him Lonlght

about his bid for a Fif+h Labor government,
But first a sSpoeawml look at Primc Minister Kcating's first year
in the lodge.

TAXE VIR

DJ: Also joining us tonight three of the most respected journalists
in the country. First, Paul Bongtorno, Network Ten's Bureau
Chief in Canberra. Amanda Buckley, X@e p{ief of “he Daily
Tolegrnph/“irroé@&%reau in Federal Parliament, and Max Suich,

forme%‘e gﬁief jﬁicorial iccutivo at John Fairfax and Sons, now
the editor of the Independent Monthly Newspaper.

Good Evening, and welcome to you all.
ALL: Thanks.
DJ: Nov first of all Mr Keating, Im going to ask you about the state

of the nation to stert this discussion, but you've just come
81,20°d £00°ON 01:01 Z6°330°9z
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amang other things, the election date. Have you made up your mind?

PK: Welg 1 waaat considering it at all.

DJ: Not once? You didn't think about it? Not once?

PE: I think the uh, I think the public expect to get value from
Pauclluaments, and this parliament has got 8 way to run yet.

DJ: VWhen do you think you'll'go. sooner or later?

PK: Well, as I say, they expect value and value in their termg is

to go later.
DJ: So that means next vear?

PX: That's when I'm zure most Australians would want and lLelieve.
PB: These £Ltter polls aren't tempting you?
PR: No, I mean in this system the Prime Minister does have a
?s perogative of deciding when the election is-but{jagain. I think
——— > 7
from our point of view)the progress which 18 being made now
on the economic front {8 important and keeping it going is
important nérjust to the government but to the nation at Jlarge.
DJ: Well now it'a six years and six months since you made Banana
Republic comment and you've heen saying all this year the
recovery is under wayjé?guple of weeks ago you said the recassion
wvas well over. And yet we 3till see a struggla to reach that
three per ccnt growth in the economy. So what do you think
the state of the nation is today in Octobdber, 1992, and,
economically, and specifically {n terms of those intangibles
you once spoke about, =spirit, hope and purpose?
PK: Oh well I think in tarms of uh, hope and purpose, I'll come to
spirit 4in a homenL. in terms of hope and purpose Australia is
nowy an open trading cconomy., It wos not that a decade ago.
Austral{a can now be confident that it can trade its way com-

petitively in the world, that over the longer haul employ its

people, 1ift its living standards, and tako its place in the
81/50°d 00°ON 01:01 26°330°97 o
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community of trading nations, ‘This was not its position a decade
ago. You know I said recently, Australia's got its future back

and it has got its future back. By the early 1980's, Australia

was basically a minor ?qunrry and the things we produced the
rest of the world was paying us much less for. That's all
changed. Thix year we're exporting neariy 25 per cent of all
we produce, A decade ago it was 14 per.cent. The difference
is a world of difference. We are now exporting more elaboratly
transformed manufactures, or manufactured goods, than this year

mining or mineral orea., I mean, this i8 & major transformation.

And we're now inveeting in our gre¢atcst resource, our people.
By kceping kids on school, taking them through tertiary and
vocational educalion, building product innovation, that is doing
all the clever thlngs wo should have been doing 20 years ago.
MS: ©Prime Minister, can | take you up on getting our future back,
that's an important point. Professor Bob Cregory whom you know,
in the A,N.U., who 18 on the Reserve Rank board, said last week
that Australia probably wouldn't have an unemployment tatc below
seven percent by the end of this dccade, that is by 1999. He's
not alone in-that thought. TJTf we have that level of long taerm
unemployment in fact lasting over 8 to 10 year§ ve're going to
have a breakdown in our social fabric, We haven't got ouyr
future hack in that sense. And whatever government comes to
! power next year {is going to have Lo look at more than training
it's going to have to do something about the social fabric.
What are you going to do?
PK: Well Max, when T say aboul our future, it means tLhat Lhece is
a senari.o for Australia which gives it a place in the wo;]d.
In other words, when people Are reeling off the names of other

countries with resources and potential, but who never made tt
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were it not for the 80's changes, Australia would have bean

among them.

MS: Society is in danger isn'v it?

PE: No, Yes, but now it will never be among them. I mean its made
the great leap. The great change, and that's what I mean about
jte future. But is that a commentry on the fact that we don't
have problems, wall of course we have problems, and our biggest
single problem is unemployment. And its the one which I've
JevorLed myself greatest to in the period I've becn Prime Minisater,
The/ngout market was the thing I devoted myself to in ull the

years I was Trcasurer, We had phenomenal rates of employment

growth. The Australisn lubour market today is 26 per cent
larger than it was in 1983.

MS: Gregory says we haven't constructed a new job since '8l if you
take out the jobs which were provided to make up for the
immigrants that were arriving aﬁd he also says and I think
pretty well everyone in the government and the RBA, the Reserve
Bank, would agree that we are not going to getL anywhere
close to anything less than 700,000 vnemployed b; the end of
the decade.

PX: Well we startced off with a labour market of six million in 1983,
that's today 7.6 million, Um, when we have that phenomenal rate
of employment through the '80's, but 8 much, much greater level
of participation in the workforce, particularly amongst vo@en-
the lowest we ever got unemployment to by the late '80's was
just under six percent. Now I think what this means is an
economy in transition., One that is changing its structure,
vhere people are being structurally unamployed. AS the industries
change bencath thelr feet, As they now have to retrain then-
selves we are going to huve 8 transient structural pool of

81/50°d £00°ON 0T:01 26°390°9Z | £ 931
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MS: Good news. ﬂ

PK: Now Bernie Fraser madc the point, the Governor of the evntrz{
Bank, last weeck he thought rthat was probably about six per
cent, He may be right, it's certainly ndrzero. If we loo0k
at the '80's cxperience, its about six percent 80 it means
that the cyclical, the cﬂi;e of unemployment, the one we're
living through now, is probably four to five per cent as points,
and I believe wc can get that down.

DJ: Mr Feating, we'll just takec a bresak., Our guest tonight, the Aust

Prime Minister, Paul Keating.

SEGMENT 2

DJ: VWaelcome back to MEET THE PRESS, tonight vur guest is the Prime

Minister,

AB: Mr Xeating, when the election is fﬁnally called will you follow
the Amcrican model and debate your opponcnt, John Hewsnn, on
television,

PK: Well I debate him every other day Amanda, why not then?

AB: But will you hold a big public debate?

PR: Oh, 1 don't think I have any problem rising to that challenye,

DJ: Do you scm debates, television debates particularly, becoming
a part of campaigns, a generic part of campaigns?

PK: Oh, yes, but I mean we have dehates every day of the week
when the house sits so this is n&%?for me , would not be for
me an unusual thing te de.

DJ: Mr Hewson's challenged you to that debate, will you?

PK" Good 01d John, Good ouw him. Good on him.

DJ: Yes or no?

8IC?Q'2‘$02'3N.OI:OI_26'130°93 : 131
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PX:
AB:
PK:
AB:

PB:

. PXe

MS:
PJK:

MS:

PX:

AB:

PK:

o/ Y

I'11 be there.
So that's a yes, you'll be there, will it be only one?
0f course I'1ll be thera, with bells on.

Good. Only.be the one?

He's actually calling for a series, He'd like one on the economy,
the future and unemployment.
Yeh, Yeh, and he may get one. He may get a series, but I won't

be giving him a leg up g0 I'11 be dectding about the formats

later,

Did you see the American debates?

Only one.

They were very imﬁortanc I think cause they touched on one of
the things I think the eleclorale Q47@5 about, which is that
they really don't want to vote for either Paul Keating or
John Hewson. In the 1.S. that was the same and those decbates
gave you & sen{ee of character.

Well I think, I think, exposition, public exposition of the
issues is terribly important. ?nd all of us who acre pructlitioners
know its very hard to get the thread of the argument across.
YOu can get the knots across, but not the thread. Any forum
that givea you that opportunity, which isg well watched ta put
some continuity to an asrgumcnt, um will matter, because a lot
of the transmission of news is by way of television ncws grabs
which are themselves juat & condensation of what is said.
Denying the publie a real chunce to understand the issueas. So

I mean from my point of view the greatar the exposition of the
{ssues the better. Purtlcularly {n this election.

Se

Particularly in this election which where I agree with the leader

of the opposition, he said it will be the most important election

81/720°d €00°ON OT:0T 26°3¥20°9¢ ; o . os3L
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AB:

PB:

PK:

DJ:

PK:

MS:

PKs

gince the war. I think it will#c-This has been ssid #n the
past. But I think this time its true, because there'll be
stark difference between tha parties, botwoen a policy of
inclusion, which we have, where everybody's part of Australia
and its change, and a policy of looking after yourself,

And it'll be vtaxation and industrial relations you =said

before will be the most importunt issves, do you stick by that?
THey will he among them, bdbut I think Auystralia's Identity, 1ts
culture, its capacity to work as one nation will be amongst the
other issues as well, As well ag those proposals being put by
the opﬂ%;cion.

Prime Minister,

Pecople also make judgemcnts on character on these debates too,
do you think, and its often said you're a far nicer bloke off
television and out of the house, than you are when you're seen
on television.

wel} we're all victims of the 30 second grab I think,

So a 1nong dehate then i{s going to reveal more of your real
character do you thiak?

Well I think more of about what you stand for anmd why you do
things. Um, you know our first question was about, you know
Australin’s lonyg run future, and you know I'm sure we are yet
to adequately communicate the fact that Australia's prosespects
now are vastly different than a decade ago. Now many people
know about that, some people assume that, some people feel that,
But not everyhndy knows that, I mean that's important.

Do you think the electurate 1lke the choice between yau and
Hewson, do you think they'd prefer another two?

Wwell I don't think they've ever liked the choices that much,

I meant
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‘ AB: But vou're not very popular out there, are you?
wil -"7' w €,
‘ PK: Oh, I'm doing alright Amanda, don't raeht me off, don't right
ne down.
AB: Yeh, but they do think that, they think you're tough, that yov
biff people, that you're savage, you have a poor profile,
particularly with women voters, Why is this do you think?
| PK: I don't, T don't even know that that's courrect, I mean the
| Labor Yarty has not only @R one occasion in the last twenty
; vears have we had as many women voting tor us as men. So
| vhother it's about me or its & party situarion, [ don't know.

DJ: Nu you think you appeal to women?

PX: Well 1 mean again, one can only go on the data. I have cerrainly
p?rsued issues of great advantage to women, in the vears [
wvas Treasurer., Nearly three quarters of Lhe jobs we created
over A million and a half of them went to women,

DJ: That's not really what I meant. When Baob Hawke was Frime
Minister, it was sajd that he had A great deal of sex appeal.
for women. Do you have sex appeal?

PY: I°'1]1 leave that to cake other make judgement. You con't usk
me about those things,

DJ: Wwhy not?

PX: Oh well, because I don't think I can say;

DJ: It's obvious

PE, I don't knew how I can help you.

DJ; VWell are you sexier than John llewson?

PX: Ha, He

DJ: And what do you think of hea—e’s his image for ladies?

PK: Oh well that's for others to judge, not me. I think, look

its very hard to change a country from the inside out, some-

ones got to hop in there and make the changes. In the 1980's

81/60°d $£00°ON 0T1:01 Z6°330°9¢ ‘ $3l
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PK:

NJ:

81/01°d £00

I wvas the Trcasurer, I hopped in there. Uh, ynapoligetically

I went there and did whut a ganeration of politictans shirked.

All the hard decisions of opening the place up. And that's

earned mo a few brick hats, hut its gotten me a lot of friends

as well

You obviously think its important to call John Hewson a fer;a]

wbacus ar as affable as a filing cabinct, or you wouldn'l suy

ir. Do you feel that you're a countorpoint with the clectorate

thare, Bob Carr for example lasL week felt that people want

to hecar politiciangs debating the issues and heing less personal.

Oh, but you've got to understand what dersonal mcans., Talking
N S P2 o amily affaics

about your famill personal. falking about your family affairs

is personal. I've never done that. Talking about the ferfnl

abacus is a polittcal throwaway, they arc not in the same lcague.

Its only just simply making a point, As Dr Hewson makcs similar

points to me. Ho says J'm a loser, and I'm thts and 1°'m that

Ve'll be haeck with the Prime Minister right after this break.

And you're watching MEET THF PRESS ON NETWORK TEN

‘ON 01:01 26°3%0°92 93
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SEGMENT 3

DJ;

PB:

PK:

You're watching MERT THE PRESS all arcund the nation. DPaul,
Prime Minister, you've unveiled a this year the ONE NATlON'
package and your budgct€, it's all aimed at stimulating the
cconomy, the loosening of fiscal pnlicy so that jobs can be
created. The states have got to play thelir part herec it scems
that uh, there is a hold up in the road funding allocations,
but more importantly, it seems to me, the Premier of our second
bipgest state, next week his government, or this week rather,
his governmoent will unveil a mini bLudget that will he contract-
ionary. It will cut spending and it will up taxes. How does
that gel with your plan for petting the economy moving and are
you concerned about it?
Well any contraction won't help, and wve were not alone or at
the time perhaps we were, in onc nation and expanding fiscal
policy. Dr Hewson, my opponent, says it was a mistoke, He
says we should cut the budger by 7 BILLION, I say that would
push Australia right back inte u rercession, The Japanese
government,not anything other than a conservative government
in its recognition around the world, has brought & fiscul
package out as twice as large as ours as a proportion of their
economy. It think its the thing to do. We've pot the American's
Rescrve Bank Governor, Mr Greanspan,lauding the Japanese for
their package. We did the right thing getting the stimulus
going in the economy tryving to pramote activity snd employmenr
get people back to work, get the place moving, get con-

fidence levels going, start to get Lhe wheels of industry turn-

ing.

81/11°d £00°ON 01:01 Z6°320°9Z : 7131
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PB:

PX:

Rut will slashing spending in Victoria help you getr the econonmy
going.,

It won't help the Victorian economy. Tt will not help the
Victorian economf. Uh, I don'ce, can I say though, I don't
presume Lo be putting Mr Fennets budget coge;her or taking
responsibility for budgetary changes. We've all got to face
those issues. But the general, ['d say the general view ig,
the general line should be, that there is a role for

government, in not only promoting activity, but secing the
great public things done., Whether it he the road system ot

the rail system, or a new airline system or a new elecctricity
grid, these wure all important things for the long run
infrastructure of Australia while at the same time giving people

a job.

AB: What about Jeff Kennets industrial relations reforms? Do you

FK:

see that as a bit of a test run for the Howard/Hewson package?
Vell I think thc vh, Dr Hewson/Mr Howard have made their point
quite clear. They want to push 8 million people OO t0 common

law contracts, I mcan people have got to understand what this

means, 1t means thet 8million Australians under a Hewson government

AB:

sgn a contract which is put in front of them by their c¢mployer,
with soy real negotiating strength, bccause they are not allowed
to associate in terms of the signing of those agrecwents. There
won't be ninimums provided for other than minimums which are

now vill mesn the contraction in rastes of pay for most people
and, I think, its 3 step back down the time tunnel, T think
Australiun society and fairncss and equity will be very poorly
served by such a change.

What about Lhe govcrnments wages policy. 1Is there any chance

81/21°4 9°°°9N:QLP0t'éé’350”°"“ ranse before the next election?
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|
PK: Uh, well the governments policy has been one of an evolutionary

PB:

PB;

PX:

AB:
PR

PB:

PK:

81/81°d £00°ON 07:01 Z6°330°9Z

change. From a relatively inflexible labour market. where the
wage share was toe high and the profit share too low, where
iuvestment was smashed and unemploymont was rising. To one
where we got the balances right and then started to open it wup.
Through things such as award restructuring where we sav fopr
instance in the metals industry three hundred and sixty job
classifications converted into fourteen, It's only by moving
through the craft structure in an rvolutionary way the old
craft structure of the century, can you make the Australian
lJabour market as it is now becoming, much more flexible

and much more dynamic.

Would you now support a general wage rise across the board in
a national wage case?

We've made our policy clear, we don't have to, we've just
arrived at a zet of arrangement with the A.C.T.,H. where this
year most people will have their wages adjusted under
enterprise agreements, All the [lexibility....

What about the rest of them though?

Lety understand this, all the flexibility AuxtLiulia needs i
wages it now has. It doesn't have flexibility downwards,

and that's what Mr Howard and Dr Hewson are, they're about
fltaxihility down, they actually want...

So no more national wage cases?

They want to cut their wages

Do you want to go to the people as Amanda is saylng there with
the promine to be able to say if you votc for us we'll support
a wage rise in a national wage casc¢?

No, no, no what you're saying with us, if yuu vole for us vou

keep all the gratdcipion, the legal protections of industrial

avards.
}731
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MS: Would you support John Halfpenny's national strike in Victarin
next time?

PK: Max, let me say this. If you vote for John Hewson, you lose
all the_lega] protections of the century. All the legal °
protections of awards, maternity leave, sick pay, holiday pay
penalty rates.

AB: Maternity rates are to be left in...

PX: ©No, no all these things are to be nngotiated, nothing igs left

MS: That hasn't destroyed New Zealand, has it. The trade unions
thare don'r like i1, But it hasn't destroyed New Zealand,

PK: Well its only a smsall perr 9f the workforce are covered by it
at this stage. Wc'ré talking about New 2ealand Max, Jet me just
make this point. There are fcwer people in work in New Zcalund
rhan there was in 1983. In Australia there i8 26 per cent
more in work than there was in 1983, I mean New Zesland has

Area
heen a disaster, and remains onc to this day.

DJ: We'll havelmore with the Prime Minister aftar this break.
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SEGMENT 4

dj: Welcome back to MEET THFE PRESS, our guest is the Prime Minister,

MS: Prime Minister, we don't here much anvmore ahout the changing
of the.flag. Are vou gaing to give up on changing the flag
before the next election or are you graing to say something
sbout 1it?

PK: Well, I think sts important, 1 think its important for that
debate 1o be held. I mean all of these symbolic representational
things need to be debated and uvnderstood.

MS: Do you have a new flag for the next election?

PK: No, oh no, and I wouldn't presume to. I've said already on the
record that uh, before the official flag is changed we wonlg
have a plebﬁiitcof some kind in the future. Put lets make the
point, one century on, from Federation as a nation, that we
can't go on forcver wandering aroynd with the flag of another
country in the corner of our flag, And that's a natter
I think, I rean for Australia getting it clear for how it wishes
to represent itself as a nation, as an entity, is a terribly
important debaste to have. But to be you know, that's entirely
another matter making transitions in these arrangements quickly.
Morc against peoples wishes.,

DJ: Mr Keating, thank you, Pve've run out of time,

PX: I've enjoyed it David, thanks.

DJ: The gtate of the Nation, Prime Minister, Psul Keating.

Before we go, one last chance Lo perhaps name that date,

PK: Ha, Ha, ha, well you better tell me whoe's the next guest,

that's probably a better thing to tell ua,

' ] cf will Wa Tabka W . .
8I/DSJI"d e 1701 267100 92 S ET
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PX: Dear old JOhn.

DJ: Still no date?

PK: No dote.

bJ: OK.

PK: Sec you ncxt year,

DJ: Alse thanks to our panel. Paul Bongiorno, Network Ten's Chief
Political Corrcspondent, Amanda Buckley, Canberra Bureau Chief
for tha Daily Tetlegraph/M{vror and Max Suich, Fditor of the
Independant Monthly Nowspapcr. You've been watching MEET THE
PRESS, on NETWORK RN, Join us apgain next weck for more of the
people fw/%hg issuesfof the moment, and our guest will be
John Howard, Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations considered
by some the best Prime Minister Australia never had,

{'m David Johnston, goodnight,

nJ: The Prime Minister is our speciul Guest on MEET THE PRESS. T

The subject now PAY TV in Australla, Max.

=<
(7]

Prime Minister, is the press reports correct that says the
governments going to give Lthe inside run to Kerry Packer
on controlling the billing and the general subscription infra-
structure for Pay Television.
PK: No,look the governing principles in this Max, are that we
plcked the right technology which T think is digital not
analog that we don't bccome an outpost of the American film
studios, that we're not milked hy Hollywood.
MS: But is there an inside run for Kerry Packer?
PK: No, Well of couurse, listen to the answer, they're tho prir.uciplcs.
That there is a nev player, thut there vas not now not a network.

news
ovner.\paper owner, or a telecammunication company that thcre
81/91"° d 200 ON 01:01 36 130 98 :31
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iz & role for the ABC, for cultyral réasons, hut not to enhance
the commercinllity of the ABC. Um, and there'll be anofher
network which will bc able to be bid for which the networkas will
be able vo bid for.

But its a simple qQuestion, um, the press reporting that uh
Packer will control the bllling und the infrastructure as such,.
Nothing of that matter is agreed anywhere,

How soon?

Well I think one of the key points, the key point is the economics
of free to air television depcnd upon the price of Hollywood
fewture films. T€ we gct that wrong, wve get the whole of the
economics of Australian television wrong. And that's why its
very important to choose the right technology, you get the right
struectures so we gct & good balance in the cost of running Pay
TV free to air. We gct that right, I think, and have aunew player,
which is again another new addition to the cross rule, another
new player in Pay TV, and the ABC are role by virtue of its o
own independence and identity as the national broadcester‘

then T think we'd have o pretty good system,

Now Rupert Murdoch wants to come back to TV in Australia, he
says that all the rules should be abolished, it should bde a

free for all., Um, what do you think about that?

I don't think very much about that really. T mean Rupertﬂ was
around, I negotiated amongst others with him thc cross media

rule which sepniated television and radio and print. And T

think 1ts a pretty good rule,

Wwill therc be a monopoly on the billing and administretion by
one licencen?
Well thats all to be decided.

So cven thart Packer option 18 still alive?
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Well I dont think ity mctually on the tablc at this stage.

But have you been speaking to Mr Packer on this subjecc?

I speak to all the players.

Mr Keating, there is a story in the press recently which concerns

us because it concérns probably our new owners, CANWEST. What

do you feel about an overseass company coming in and maySe

threatening to get rid of ncws programs and making decisions

like this in the netwark? What do you think about that?

We have,

I think foreign owncrship limitations in relation to telovision

as a prescribed area. And that is a key consideration in our
point of view. The cconomics of the networks decided hy those

who own it.

And the quality of what happens on that network with a foreign

owner doesa't...

Well we've got such things 8s uh, as local content rules,

which you know are designed to overcome those sorts of problems.
It wouldn't stop Channel Ten getting rid of Lfts News and Current
Affairs though.

Ah, we11~£M90n‘t know that anyonevshould make that presumption,
I do::)anything about the bid by the way. Nothiug. 1've

had no contact with that group whatsoever,

We are expecting a decision on Pay TV then, are we in the next

couple of wecks?

If its possible to get it together, but again, mandating a necw

technology trying to set up structuree which we've never had.

Umn, is not easy and wil) tLake some doing

Mr Keating, thank you very much
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