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PRESENTER - SUSAN MITCHELL....well, | did marage yesterday.. |
was lucky enough to get the Prime Minister of Australia. Pgu!
Keating. to have 8 few words with me about himself and about his
vision for Austraelia. Because it was at @ public function there
ls.. there might he jyust a bit of background nolse and my voice

isn’t necessarily studio quality but his 1s loud and clear as
you'll hear now.

Welcome to Adelaide., Prime Minister,

PAUL KEATING....Thanks you. Susan.
MITCHELL ... . Most of the people that | ve spoken wher | ve s@i1d.
“Wwell. npow what's the question you mpst was. . want ma@ to ask the

Prime Min{ster?”. they say. “Ask him 1? he's for real”.

KEATING....What do they mgan though?

MITCHELL....Well, 1 think they want to know wh@ther sometimes
when you flick the Vaudeville switch. or you flick other
switches. they want to know the real person that's pehind al!
those kind of roles that you play | suppose.

KEATING....Well. | mean my pPhilosophy is that the place has for
too many years been kidded 8long by the political system. In
other words & lot of people {n public life knew better but
wouldn’'t say. &nd they played the silly end <ivil game. being
silly @and being civ:il Bt the tame.. same time. and because the
place had so0 much natural wealth i1t sort of muddled through and
those sort of sins of omission were sort of forgiven. But when
the world stopped wanting to pay us the prices we thought they
owed wus for the things we did in the normal course of events.
l1ke wheat and woo! @end all these other thimgs. all the sins
becams obvious, and s0 1t's a matter of whether oOne wants to be




clvil and silly and not say. or be a whistle blower and try and
change the place. and | .. | believe that the thing to be is a

changer. to change the place and to cali the.. csll the tune as
1t is.

So., there's not much more to me than that really. 1 mean |..
l"'ve done what |.. | meen | work the system. the bureaucratic
system. the politicel system t0o get the changes. It doesn’t
matter whether they're i1n. you knpw. 8airlines or recent things
we've done. pay television. |'m nOw working on technical and
further education. @& national system there. Whatgver it might
be at the time trying to break anocther log Jam. So it's.. 1.. 1
have some.. over the years. like anyone who's been i1n It a while.
i’ve developed certein political sekllls and || try and use them
and | employ 8l! the tricks of the trade in getting decisions up.
Nothing more., nothing less,

MITCHELL....There's @a commoniy held beltef among the Liberals
that if they give you long enough you'll go too far. YoOu know
how you get carrisd swdYy. they belisve. with your rhetoric. and
that Richo's not there to hold you beck now.

KEATING....No. but Rjicho never held me back. | mean | .. | mena
we're @8t the stage in Jife all of us where you c8l]l your own
tunes. | mean I call.. |I‘'ve heen calling my Own shots for years.
and | mean the Liberals Just <cat on their tails for sort of

thirty years and let the place become an {ndustrial museum.
Anyone thgt does anything always runs past them. I mean anyone
that wants to exert themsglves at all runs past them, and it’'s
8lways the case that anyone that does want to change the place
and push |t along. in our case make It more relevant in the
world. will always rum [(nto all of these sort of crusty
conservative characters who don't want to do anything. Wel!.
thet's fine but., but the system.. the political system owes the
publiic something better and so | push and shove and try and get..
get our way on pollcy and change. @nad it’'s nQt been easy hut

agaln Jt's not.. who w8s |t said. “Life was not meant to bs
easy”?

MITCHELL . ...(laugh) well. he certainly wasn't one 0f your
mentors but one of your mentors did sey 8t some stgge. “Don’t
forget. Pgul., that you' re herse to hate the Liberals”,

KEATING....ND., ng. No. thet was Rex Connor who said. “No. no.
We're here to bash Libs”. Bash was the word he.. “ygu're here to
bash Libs". And.. and he meant that for sort of soCiological
reasons and political reasons. | mean. lpook | couldn 't care less

about them, | meen largely they are largely lrrelevant to the
process and have been for a long perlod of
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time and anybody who wants to. you know. to drag the cart along
to sort of get changes knows that they have to drsg them along &8s
well, that they won't help. You know. they won't help, they ' re
always in there trying to do something to sort of siqQw the place
back, 8nd | sSuppose. You kngw. you've Just got to raegard that..
you've got to regard that as Just part Qf the sort of genaral

ingrtia of the place. that you' ve got to tug the show along end
them as well,

MITCHELL ... .But wvhen you look at Dr Hewson across the chamber |
mean do you feel any genulne antagonism for him ar is it.,

KEATING....O0h no. Look.. look, no. | mean he's hersa to do 8
pal.. he’'s there to do a political Job and that's fing. | mean |

understand that. but he doesn’t understand 8hout saclety. HB'S
come to publjc life not prepared. This s @ sociaty that one
seeks to Operate for |{(ts betterment Bnd improvement., He thilnks
soclety ¢finishes at the Sydney MHerbor Bridge and it starts at
Watsons BBy 1n Sydney. 1t finishes at the Sydney Harbor Bridge.
anything west of that. Including. you know. Adelalde or snywhere
else. in a8 sense dogsn’'t matter..

MITCHELL ... .well., he has close tles with Adelalde. | mean his
wife's family live here.

KEATING. .. .Min. Well. 1 mean the thing 1s. ydbu see. Is thilsg sort
of wview if you haven't got @ milljon you're a bludger. |f you

haven't made 8 mjlllon by the time you're sort Of thirty five
well there's something wrong with you. Like his fesdera!l director

was saying yesterday. “If You're on the unemployment benafits for
nine months that's the and of you. After that 1t' s npt a falr
deal fQgr the taxpayer”. In other words I1f the econom{g system

has made you unemployed ybu can go down to St Vincent de Paul’'s
Society or the Smith Famlly and get yourselif obked after that
way becguse 1t°d be unfalr to ask the taxpayer to look after you.

| maan this s the same gpiteful view. They.. they're always

trying to sort of penalise somebody. There's no genergsity of
spirlt amongst them and that's what | find about the Liberal
Party in generally. 8nd also Or Hewson. there 1s no genergslity of
spirit. And {f.. ., but beyond that. | mean | don't have any
more contempt for him than | do his party.

MITCHELL....!s he a class traitor?

KEATING. .. . well., | think so. !l think anyome that comes from.. |

won't 8ay a ¢class tralitor. let's naot run thet too far. He says
to me., “Look. there you eare standing In a Zegna suit". and



| say, "yves. and so are you. The difference is last night | put
my hand up to glve the workforce of Australia occupational
superannuation for the lest.. rest of thetr jives. Last night
you voted them down. YOu put your hand up S0 they couldn’t get
it That's the differance. 1t’s not how wa look. or what sort
of suit we've got. or what sort of car we drive. What matters is
where your vote is. where you heart ts. and my vote and my heart
has been always with the great body of the population who happen
to be working people”. But that's not to say that people who've
got @& quid haven't got a right to play their role in the system,
and we've also supported them, you know. by such things 8as
removing the double tax on dividends. which the Lib@rals ngver

did. Cutting the ¢top merginal rate from sixty to forty nine.
You know these are things.

| mean our policies are policies for the whole of Australia. hut
sort of there they were last Wednesday night in the.. 1n the
Senate wvoting against a retirement incomes policies to glve
Australians when they are at retirement gge twics the current age

pension. they voted no. We voted yes. and that's the difference
between us.

MITCHELL ... .Now. there's a rumpur that there's gQing to be an
eleven billlon budget blowout.

KEATING....Well, they're always.. | mean this time of year the
estimates for the Commonweel!th budget are notoriously unreliable
But we’ve already published a starting point of ten point filve

and no doubt it l] be around that, It could be a little.. littie
greater than that.

MITCHELL ... .And how does that make you feel?

KEATING. ... Well, If |t wesn't that there'd be a 1ot of very..
very.. You know., very poor people out there because you See only
for the fect we had these huge surpluses.. you see | was the

firgst person In Australia 1to produce as treasurer @ budget
surplus. the flrst gver. We ran these vast surpluses through the
years, three or four yesars. and now because of a fall in
receipts. @ fall in activity. a f8l! In company tax collections.
@ pickup 1n unemplioyment benefits. the natural.. what's galled
the netural stehilligsers {n the budget are now producing a deficit
but that will swinp back Into surpius when the economy piCks up
because the und.. the underliying structure cf the budget 1§ very
good &8s a result 0f our work in the 1980s. S0 1t's & cyc.. it's
@ structural surplus but ® cyclical defic:it.




Now let me Just de.. decode that. !t means when the good t:mes
come 1t goes back into surplus but during the bad times {t's 1n
deficit as {t should be to help all those people with
ungmplaoyment bengfits who the Liberals would chop off after nine
months. | mean they want to cure the deflcit by cutting..
sgying. “Look. you've 9ot a wifa and three kids have you?”.
“yes*. “Been employed after ning months have you I[(sicl?”. "Y@s”,

“Sarry, Soup kltchen for you. Soup kitchen for you”. That' g Or
Hewson's view.

MITCHELL....What @ver happened to the J curve?

KEATING....Well. it.. {1t worked (ts head off. We've bheen
exporting our head off @all through the 1980s. we‘ve now
manufacturing.. manufactured exports are three hundred percent
grgater than 1983 and the currgnt account deficlit is now down toO
two and 8 half percent of GOP three from si1x. six angd 8 half. So
you know, there's been.. in fect 1f the export sectors now were
not working for us menufacturing would be {n much poorer shape
than It 1is. That is a¢ domestic demand s gone down what's taken
the productive place |s exports.

| mean |f you 0ok at the city of Adelaide a lot of firms which
are now 8ssociated with.. with the car Industry and manufacturing
and those things are now finding export opportunitiess which they
woulidn 't have found in the early 1880s.

MITCHELL....They're saying that your emphasis on the flag and now
the o0ath of @8lliegiante tp Australla rather than the Bueen,
Libergls are gsying this is a stunt,.

KEATING....0h yeah. well. they @alweys say that don't they. l
mean |f there’'s any,.

MITCHELL ....In fact it's something close to your heart, isn't 1t?
KEATING....l!t |s. because | think thet it we are not.. | mean if

Wwe want to be clear about ourselves. that i1s be strong engugh to
s@y that we want to represent Qursejves unambiguous!ly we'll be
strong enough to do things ecanomically and politically but while
ever we go around 1n 8 sort of twilight zone not knowing whether
we're sort ©of someone else’s creation or whether we re sgort of
Just an out.. outrg@ach sort of camp from another show we' !l nsver

have that ¢cort of 1nner strength and confidence that othear
tountries have gQot.



] not:ced on the Sunday program on Channel Nine yesterday,
Auberon Waugh. there was a program on Britain and the mgnarchy
and It had Auberon waugh. who’'s supposed toc be a commentator of
note In Britatn, and someone asked h{m about Australla and the
remarks 1°'d made. he satd. *“0Oh yes. | think it’s a terrible
shame”. he sald. ”"that Australia’'s golng to cut this.. these
links vith Britain”. And he said. “Look. the Amerlcans did and
look what happened to them. They're an overfed fat. garrulous
lot”, he satd. The fact that they became the greatest nation on
earth just totally mi.. totelly went pver his shoulder., totally
migssed the polnt. Hers he wASs =sitting up saying. “iIt’'s a pity
the Amer:icans turned us down because |00k what happened to them”,

what happened to them 1|s they became the greatest country on
earth,. (laugh) So. | mean but.. ! mean how do you cOpe with

these characters. Now the Liberal Party’'s sprinkled with them,
they' re all gver the place.

MITCHELL ... . NOW. you also say that {t's really important that we

break away from lingering stere.. stereotypes Of gormliess.men
with barbfes and shrimps.

KEATING. .. .Mm. Well. I think that the.. the great subtlety of
Australia.. | mean this is.. this I8 the oldest continent on
earth. and we are all ceught by tha resonances of Australia. all
of our personalities are different than they would otherwise be
verg we not exposed to this country. and to.. and g8lso. you know.
the long.. 1ts history and the history of the Aboriginal people
and the Impect of that on our society and all the things that it
is to be Austraiian. and to have us.. to have all the serfous and
subtle things about Australia represented as putting a shrimp on
the barbecue. as important as that may be to those who want. you

know., fun {n the sun and all the rest of ft, is | think to
undersell wus. That (s the serlous things ebout Australia. its..
lts sort ©of.. it's 1true cultural base. the fact that. you know.

we plck up Nobe! prlizes for litersture and SN Prize and
8!l sorts of things. and that, yoOu know. we have @& highly
Qualified sclientific basis to the country, that In terms of dance
and theatre., {In composition. this cauntry has really got big
statements to make. and | think {t's 8 pity we s8!l ourselves too
short by Saying to. you know. the Japanese. the Americans. or
anybody else. “Wel], i1f you come here you cCan put 8 shrimp on &
barbecue”, as good @85 that Is. you know. the sort of Hogan image.

what have you.

| mean Australia is.. ls.. this §{s.. this Is @ natign of peopls
changing all the time {n 8n envirqQrment of a8 very old continent.
but 8 continent, We don't share the continent With




anybody and it's a terribly interesting place for other people tO

see and | think that the ((mage that Australia projects abroad
should be an {mege which., wWwhich truly reflects the subtleties

and qualities of Australla and not Just sort 0f.. you know.
basiceliy sort of yobs with cans In their hand and say. “Come &nd

see gne of our loral yobs”. Wel!l. who wents to do that?

MITCHELL....! was talking to your minister of tourism., Alan
Griffiths, last week and saying that so far most of the images
that the.. certalnly the Austraslian Tourtism Commission have

presented hsve been 1mages of men and that it's about time that.
you know. instead of Paul! Hogan and Greg Norman we had a woman up
there. hecause let' s face [t 1If we' re talking about tourlsm there
are a lot of women with money in thelr pocket who are interested
in coming to Australia and seetng It and those images aren’'t
necessarily golng to attract them here.

KEATING... . Wel!, and @ lot of women of accomplishment who.. who
we would do well to have as part of Australia’'s image and
reapresentgtional image abroad. and you know. | could do nothing
but agrgee with you entirely.

MITCHELL .., .So we can look forward to a bit of a change in this
direction?

KEATING. ., . Well. I think we should. Wherever.. where.. | mean
wherever we have the chance to d0.. | mean | made the poInt

during the week that Ambassador Teliwee [ph sp)] from the United
Nations came and received our &gcond report an discrimination.
anti-discrimination In reality ageainst women. and she was making
the point ¢that Australia’'s done much more than most Countries,
and in many respects Is second to none. But this |8 not known,
not appreciated here. And not only 18 |t not g@ppreciated ahroad
generally. but not appreciated here that in terms of sort of
opportunities for women. policy In respect of woman, Austrglla
has really been at the vanguard of change. And one hears that
from @nyone of internationg! steture who knows abqut policies iIn
respect of women around the world. and gpportunitias for waoman,
and. . whether they be. . whether they be fn things llke
participation rates In school or gopportunities in terms of
employment, or you know. government pollicles like child carg. or
the faml{l|y allowance suppliement. or preservation of OCcupational
superannuetion. all! of these things which this government has
done in the last ten years have been important to women and t’'s
not known. npt known gbroed. and (t°'s not that we!l! knmown hers.



MITCHELL ... .Prime Minister. perhaps Jjust finally. a lot of people
are suffering In this country. which |‘'m sure you re aware of, @
lot of pegple find {t hard to get up {n the morning end have any

hope sbout the future. not ponly for themselves but for their
children.

KEATING. .. .Mm.

MITCHELL ... .Could you perhaps say something from the heart to
give them som@ hope?

KEATING... . Well. what | can say from the heart and from the head
is theat the new Australie will be an externally oriented
relatively e8fficient trading country which hes an economy made up
of the primary sector. manufactures. and services. It*1l]l be a
refatively sophisticaeted country than the one we had in thae 70s
or early BO0s. that the 80s transition will be gntirely important
to It, it'll have @8 low Inflationary future. it can stand
therefore much greater levels of growth and with en employment
growth. But 1t J]l.. the difference will be 1t |} be sustainable.
and instead of running 8 large turrent @tcount deficlit., which
means the QGovernment’'s got +to pull the place back to low growth
levels. it°]l be adle to grow on and maintain 1ts trade while at
the gsame tim@ maintaining employment. But the interesting thing
will be that the jyobs will be intergsting. they won't be the dead
end jobs that were around when | was a kid but more interesting
Johs for people 1n the higher orders of.. you know. of
manufacturing services and the llke.

So the future. | meen. 1s very good but you ses wB're teking
Australia now fraom the old Australla of the post war years to the
new Australia. snd 1n.. {n the transition therg s both cyclical
and structural unemplioyment and business is languishing but as we
leg them wup with growth, as there i1S.. as & recovery comes
through. 85 1|5 now doing. and smployment wlll be lagged In that.
there's no doubt about that, employment will be lagged but it
won't be lagged for that long. AS the sconamy grows and these
people are pulled up into employment then the vista throaugh the
90s is the vista of a country looking up and out and not looklng
down and 1n @s we would have been had we let John Hewson., John
Howard, or Malcolm Fraser run the game In the 80s.

Now the recession we ctould have done without aveldably. It would
have been good to have avoided 1t but..

MITCHELL ... .But you sald we hed to have 1t.




KEATING. .. . well. we had to have 8 slow down. We didn't have to
havaea as recession. we had to have a slow down because you
couldn't keep spending twlice as much as you produce and putting
it on.. on credlt. which is Wwhat we were doing. But what we're
going to have now {s a longer run perlod Of growth with low
inflation. more activity. ang better JjObs. more intergsting jobs.
end most particularly many Jobs fOor women., and that will be the
nature of the 9S0s. So in fact Australia’s going to Join the
fastest growing part of the world. the Asia Paciflc and be able
to Join 1t in full with full membership rather than join it as we
would have in the eariy 80s as mendicants with no real future In
the sort of higher growth. higher technoiogy of the area. We'l!
now be able to joln wup with full membership which we wouldn-t
have been had we listened to the sort of narcs of the Liberal
Party llke He.. Moward. Hewson gnd others.

MITCHEIL....So you re really saging. ”Hang aon in thers”?

KEATING....It*'s the most.. this 1s the fundamental post war
transition. Now there sre problems in the transition but out the
other side i1t's going to be nathlng like the country.. 1t 1]l be @
myuch better country than anything.. any you and | have lived
through.

MITCHELL ... .Prime Minister. thank you very much for your time.
KEATING....Thank you.
MITCHELL....That was an 1nterview that | did with the Prime

Minister of Australia. Paul Keating end | think you probably get
somq@ idea of what kingd of visiOn he has as we are i1n. he says.
this transition from the old Australis to the new Australia. 1'm
surge you found it very interesting.

ENDS



