PRIME MINISTER

CHECK_AGATNST RELIVERY EMBARGQED UNTIL DELIVERY
SPEECHE FOR THE PRIME HMINISTER

OPENING OF NEXW THEATRER BLOCK
R.G.H. CONCORD - 7 MARCH 1990

Ladies and gantlemen

The planning for this naw theatra block at the Concord
Repatriation Hospital began in 1983 - an important year of
courge for my Government as well as for thae Concord
Reapatriation Hospital. I am very pleased to ba here as
Prime Minister to mark the succsssful culmination of the
project.

I firmly believe that the Australian community would want
any Australian Government to recognige in practical ways
like this the debt which Australis owes to its vetarang.

I say thig despite tha fact that today, 18 years aftar the
withdrewsl of Australian troops from Viatnam, 50 yasrs since
cur troaps waxe sngaged in World Waxr II, and 73 years aince
tha landing at Anzac Cove, there arxe sHomg in the ex-service
cozmunity who express concexns aebout whether the
repatriation gystem is in jeopardy.

Scme wonder whether care and compassion for veterans is
wvaning with tha passage of time, as mOTre and more young
Australians, not having first or sven second-hand experianca
of war, take on responsibility for veterans' care.

I want to addruss thoss concerns today and in 80 doing place
on record my Government's position on the future care of
vetexans.

Ladies and gentlomen

1 am talking to you, of course, in the midat of an slaction
campaign. But I do not intend to talk politics today. I
would like to think that ths question of our debt os a
country to our vetarana ig bayond Pexrty politics. What I
wish to do, tharefors, is to speak only in @ positive way
about our commitments as a Governmant, commitments to the
vetaran which I beliave would reflect ths wish of all
Australians.
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Australia is a gsecure country for today's generation in
large part bacause of the sscrifice mada in the past by our
veterans. Of course wa must navar slacken in our efforts to
reaind young Australians of ths schisvemants of our sexvice
and ox-service man and vomsnh. And we must always keap alive
tha fundamental values for which they were prepared to dis.

But I strongly belisve that these ars messages which will ba
quickly snd readily recogniged and understood by young
peopla.

1f attandance by young pecpla st Anzec Day ceremonies
throughout Australia, and vigits to Austrplian war graves
omuu ars any maasure, there gseems if anything to be a
of interest. And the number of people vigiting
tha Australisn War Memorial each year, many of tham of a
genaration not exposed to war, ias not dwindling.

It 18 in large part for its educational potantial that I
agreed without hasitation to send a group of Gallipoli
veterans, acocapanied by a small party of war widows and,
{mportantly, Junior Legateas, back to Turkey for this year's
7%th Anniversary of ths landing at Anzac Cove.

Ag well as honoring that fine group of Australian voterans -
ond I'm delighted to say that we have some of them, along
with their tour lesdsr, Bill Hall, with us hars today - tho
visit to the Gallipoli Peninsula will anable the Junior
Legatea group to pess on first hand obaservations to their
contesporarias.

I do beliaeve that projects such as the Gallipoli pilgrimage
and other initiatives enjoy widespread community support.
Auatraliang, I am sure, also support our decision to index
nll major pensions and allowances for veterans 80 that their
resal value ig not aroded. The same ias true of the
increases, over and above indexation, to bring tha rate of
ssrvica pensicn to 23 per csnt 0f avarsge weakly umingo.
Ths overall resl incruass in funding for veterans of ¢

cant eaah year of this decada reprasents a oommitment mde
by tha Government on bahslf of ths community es a whole.

ladies snd gentlemen,

In Vaterans Affairs, as in all other areas of Government
activity, thers is a place for continuity and there is a
place for change.

1 lmow that continuity in the administration of Veterans'
P aug 19 an ismsue about which the Veterans' community

a8 strongly. I wish to repeat, thersfore, what ! said
last year when opening a nsw ward hlock at Haidalberg
Hospital - my Governmant is shsolutaly conmitted to
maintaining a separate Dopartmant of Vaetarans' Affairs,
onswarable to its own Minister.
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Furthaxr, on behslf of the Governmant, I guarantaea the
retention of a full tima Repatriation Commission with at
least three Commigsionars -~ ocns of whom is nominated by the
ex-garvics commnity - snd tha retention of a Vatarans'
Review Board which includes sexvice members.

As to change, wo must as a Government raecognise that the
issues confronting veterang are not static. The needs of
vetexans now ars not those that applied at wars' end. We
will tharsfors continuae to lock te the Repatriation
Commigsion to provida sdvice on the most effective neens of
responding to the changing needs of our veterans as they
grow old and to ensure that necsssary changes ares canvasead
with, and clearly explained to, those affected.

¥e muat look ahgad, and my Minigter for Vatarans' Affaira,
Ban Humphreys, has been doing just that.

Already in tha pipelinea for congideration in the
Government's next term is A number of raports which Ban has
commissionsd. These include a major roview of the Veterans'
Affairs Health Program, an svaluaticn of the accessibility
of services to aged vetarans and var widowa, an inquiry into
merchant mariners and allied vetarans and a raview of tha
frea limbs gchema administersd by the Dapartment.

Bach of these reviews covers a vital ares of interest to the
vetarang coommunity.

However, at the top of our agenda for our Fourth term will
be a dstarmination to build on ths programs my Government
has initiatsd which are dasignad to snsure that aged
vetexrans and war widows are ahle to live with dignity in
their own homes for as long as possible.

Programs such 83 "Qutreach”, the pilot "Vetexansa'
Indepandence Support Initiative", health promotion
activities dealing with safety, nutrition and fitness, and
the very popular Joint Ventures schams are concrate
ruflections of this philosophy.

In this context there ig within the veterans' community one
group which carries & burden, uncomplainingly, and with
little recognition. I speak of the wives of our vaterans
who recaive ths Extrese Disablament Adjustment introduced by
my Governmant last year. In many cases, these woman
ocanstitute the difference betwean & vetarsn living at home
or requiring hostal, nursing home or hospital care.

Theirs is a personal secrifico, willingly made, and it is
also a community servica. In order toc recognise that
sacrifica, I wish to snnounce today that the Governmant will
hanceforth automatically providae these wives with the War
Widows pensian on the death of the vetaran. They will not
have to prove an antitlement; it will be theirs »s & right.

This will bring EDA widows into lins with our TPI widows.
It will ensure consigtency between the two groups.
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Ladies and gentlamen,

Obviocusly thare ig little point in pursuing the goal of
keoping veterans in their own home if that home is
unsuitable. I am proud of our innovation as a Govarnment in
providing new facilities to veterans through the December
1987 chsnges to the Defanca Service Home Loans Schame. Thess
reformy introduced a numbar of flexibilitias and banefits
not availedblae to vetarans who received subsidiged loans fram
tha Government prior to December 1987.

We can now carry thae innovation further, and I am pleassed to
inform you that my next Governmant will move to provide
loans portability to the large number of vetaerans, war
widows and gerving members who hald loans in Dacember 1987.
That means that a vetaran selling his home and buying
anothar will now not loss tha gubsidised loan.

In addition we will extaend this scheme to enable DSH loans
to be used for entry into Retiremant Villages. Wa recognise
that, with our veterans incressingly in need of the kind of
care and lifestyle that retirament communities can offer,
this is an important new areos of demand. Veterans
oconsidering the Ratirament Village option will tharefore
have a greater range of choice than has praviously been
available. .

I am aware that theme initistives hava bsen matters of high
priority within tha major ex-sexvice orgenisatians. I wish
to give credit to thosa organisations for tha work which
they do for vetarans, not least of it in co-opsratively
helping Government idantify and target areas of naed.

Ladies and gantlemen,

It is eppropriate at Concord Hospital todsy that I addrass
soma concarns wvhich I know exist about tha integration of
Repatriation Hospitals into the Stats Hoaspital aysten.

And at this point I pay tribute to Mary Easson, our
candidate in Lowa, whao has bean working hard to presant
local viawe on this mattex.

My Govarnment is coamitted to ensuring that the vaeteran has
access to care at the highsat level in the local community.
Wa believe, in line with prufassionsl madical opinion, that
treatment in ths local cammunity is whst most alderly
patients seek, and what offers the best results.

That is the major reason bahind our decision toc intagrate
Rapatriation Hospitals into tha Stats systems. Intaegration
will ansure that veterans continue to have access to ths
beat medical staff and equipment, at the same tims providing
tham with a grsater choica, including plecament in houpitals
closexr to their homes.
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We are offesring an enhanced scheme which recognises that
most veterans do not now, and will not in tha naar future,
want to travel considerable distances, awsy from their
families and friends, to a centraliged hospital. To
facilitate high quality, responsive local treatument we havse
tharefore proposed for discussion, a sywtam which amounts to
a private health care scheme for veterans.

And let ms say that 1 believe that anybody who exzamines the
integration Qquestion seriocusly will acknowledge that
integration is inevitable and is crucial for tha viability
of this and other Repatriation Genaral Hospitals,

For ezample, Concord now only treats 30 percant of New South
¥Wales veterans and has 35 percent community patiants., Tha
hospitsl is under incraeasing pressure from many vetarans to
ease the requirament to be treated hare.

But this is not a davelopment which should or need be
rushed. Juat whan integration occurs will depend on the
particular local circunstances facing veterans and the
hospital, and will be sattlad by discussion. We are
committed to full consultation at avery step. I well
underatand how important this is to the vetearans community
and to hospital stasf,

Both Ben Humphreys and I have guaranteed on & number of
occasions that

. no Repatriation Genaeral Haspital will be transfarred to
a ftate until a satisfaatory agreement haa bean reached
on natters such as priority of accesa and quality of
health cars for veterans and war widows, and unless the
interasts of hospital staff have baan sdequately
safeguarded; and

. no final decision will be taken if the RSL has
rsagonable csuse for dissstisfaction with the proposed
arrangemants.

As I said at Heidelberg last April, thare ie nothing
aeguivocal about these guarantess and no sacret agenda
underlias tha initiatives. I atend firmly behind the
guarantesa,

And lot me add that our commitmant to no diminishment in
quality of care is important not only to patiente and their
families but also to those who work within the gystem and
who are neaturally intsrested in job security. The nead
throughout the haalth gystem is for more hospitals and not
fower, and integration is capable of opening doors to batter
carser prospects for staff.
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Ladies and gentleman

1 referrwd sarlier to tha Australian War Mamorial as a vital
nesns of kesping our young people aware of the sacrifice of
vetarsns and avare too of the horrendous cost of wars and
tha continuing need for strong defanca.

Bafore closing today I wish to announce that we will, over
tha next two ysars in Government, provide ths Mamorial with
funds for tha first atage of & new technology pavilion which
will ensble scms of its larger pieces currently in atorage
to be put on display. We will invest $§35 million to cover
the cost of this first staga.

Ban Huzmphreys has also re-allocated resources to provide a
substantial increass to the Mamorial gtaff. Togethar, thsse
two initiatives will ansure that the War Msmorial retains
ite status as a national symbol of the sscrifices made by
vetarans for this nation's freedom and for its future.

Ladias and gentlesan

Ths veriocus proposals which I have announced today are
estimatad to cost 818.6 million over the naxt three years.
This is not meraly a wishful intention; it is a fully
funded amemitmgnt. And of courge it ie sdditicnal to the
ongoing programs and projects vhich we are undgrtaking.

The 631 million project which I have the honour of opening
today is but ths latest project in an Australia-wida prograa
wvhich has, sinca 1983, sean more than §100 million spant on
nsw or refurbighed buildings and naw medical aequipment at
Rapatriation Hospitals.

It stands as tangible proof of the way in which the

Government, with community support, continues to honour tha
dabt owed to those who fought for this grsat country. It is
tha rebuttal in bricks and mortar of any suggestion that we

would ever run gown faoilities for veterans. WNe shall never
do 8o.

Ladies and gentlemen

I have much pleasure in declaring these naw faoilities open.
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