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FOR MFEDIRA 20 FEBRUARY 1990

To maclk th -+ S0Lh Aanniversary of the establishment of

Aunstralia’: first independent diplomatic mission in the
Hnjted Sta as, Prasident Buch and 1 have exchanged the
following nnoages:

"Danr N

U am cleased Lo extend sincere hest wishas to you and
to th - people of Australin on the £iCtieth anniversary
of Lth: establishment: of an indepeondant: Australian
Diplo atic itlasion in the Und Led Skates,

Those zwho lonw Australis as an active and rocpectbed
mombe ~f the intevnational community and who hinve
witne sod the skill and wide--ranging scope oOfF

Ausbtr Lian diplomacy may find it hord to helicue that
Austr Lia's independent diplomatic miszion jin

Washi- yton dates oply te February 20, 1940,  Although
many -« hanges have taken place in the world during the
enasuilq half cantury, the warmth between cur peoples
haa never diminished.  Moveover, the Uniteod States and
Austr. Lia wisely have used this time to build o
bilat: val relationship and a firm allianca that has
never heen strongev. Sharing common values, our
coope ation conlributes greatly tn global peace and
secnr by and the axpansion of the bonefibts of Lrade.

Pleas: acoeplb ay congratulations as we marle this
histor i ncasion.  We can look forward to wovlking
Loget! ar to continue this half centnry's snccess for
many oars ey ecoymes |

Canrge Noah”




A L

"Daar Cooge

On the 50th annive sary of the establishment of i
Australia's first independent diplowatic mission in |
Washington, U wisl bto exteond my warmest best wishee to

you and the Ame mopeopla on bhehalf of the Government

Aand peapin of Aust alin,

-

Lt was on 20 Febru ory 19460 that Richard Casey arrived
in Washington as Finister for Australia and set about
astablishing AustiJin's (irst independent: diplomatic
mission there.  Siace that time, the rvelationship has
hecoma, overall, Fastvalin's most inportant single

int

diveryaily

rrnabtional el innship and one of extraordinary
, dopth oo oad warmthy \
hite the ANZUS 'Tr sabky pemains at the heavt of the ,
commi tinont of eact ety o o the other in aolaltion 1o
that, moat, fTundamer ol af o bl Covernment obhligations
Ihe secarity of 11 nation onr hilateoral connecliona
havey grown to once apass vital teade and commeve i
Vinks=, raqgular ane valnad axchanges on polilFical and
cvnumnie iaanes, ol s gealth o af crntaets nol ool gy ot
tho Cogoernnent, ba L bt hetoasn indicidoal Anstralina
and Amorican men o owl o women in o atl o walba of Jife,

Thiz S50th annivors vy comes at the bhegioning of what
may wall be a new and dgnamia phase in owor lad history,
with changes Lo U} > alobal political Tandscape taking
place ak hhoath-1:'tdng apaed, That the 1njitod Staltaog
iz playing A ey 1ol in this process is sowething
vihich wa wholohaay bedly we)oome. Austvalinns in many
finlds also have ¢ contribution to make to thin
procass, and at tl v official level thece will be scope
Loy reinforce and 1aild on the diplomatic links and
cooperation that 1 we bern forged over thase past five

Aecades, o are jiedand Lo play onr part .

fnr raspentive emnl wanins today have staffa in rhe
hundrads, but ther » has heen no Jlessening of the c¢lose
poreonal contact : ad abtyle that has marvked our officint
tedlationship from Fhe day o Fist mission opoued ite
donre inogour capital citv, A= owe o thia historie
occasion togathe L s supremely confidenl Lhat: this
cpiri o will ocemtjn e Lo charactkerice rhe selationship
s o gill o our ability aluays Lo Lalle with frankoess and
Friend=hip 0 eacl oltbhe., respecting our difforences
with watnriky and Iraving strength from those many
values, goals and nnlicins on wvhich woe ane united.

Rob Hawke"




