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FOR MEDIA 13 FRBRUARY
JOINT STATEMRNT B THRE PRIME MINISTRER; THFR MINISTER FOR THR
ARTS, SPOART, THE FI VIRONMRNT, TOURISM AMD TERRITORIES, SENATOR

RILCHARDSOM; AND THFE MINISTER FOR RERIOURCRES, SENATOR COOK.

The Fedaral Goverme sut haa onclarsed an ageecment. with the
Jictorian Governmer - on foreatry igaues in Baall Gippaland,
Tha agrecment, which gnarvantann ragonraen saecnrity Fo indostry
anc prokeacta johs, nrovidas for an damediabte casaabtion of
Lngaing o the Haki wnal Fatate khin anazon.,
In ;r:n‘(_'é,r;ul_at:, thea ygqroament i3 on bhe hagin Yhat g
implementation wil® canae no Lass of job=.  ALL of the
conkracta betwean i he Victorian Governmant and the industry
will be honoured. ile erate undertakings provided car)ier
feseday in » aepavat. medhi A atatbtement |
The rmonaervat.ion w 7emant hag repeatadly aaid that there is no .

naad e log Fhe 1At tonal BEatata Lo omect industry contrachs.
The raview mechani: m (R ayidan Fha apporton it v 1o nar hAat
claim Foldly and apeondy,

Alternative nnarby foranbiry rasourcas fior bhe camainder of
thia geason have a coady basn identified by the Yickorian
Government and wil  be made available Chia wvesl

This agreement: in v o way pramdices any fathire government
decigiong on a pub wifl,

Ll also astabl

The agreament w, sh a process for veviewing

Aaltaruatives Lo Lo ging zhe ~xieting Hational Fatate in {uvtane
arngonn., Thia rau auw machaniam will dnvalve the buo
ovornment s ancd al Tnberaated pnrl:i,r—z.ﬂ = undionae, andust ey,
conaervatlion group andd the lTocal (:mvm\nnii:y.

The agreamant will provide 56 million for idantiticd fcrestry
projocta over the hren yonrs JORD/O0 { v 10O /90 ¢ilh oy
compitment Yo raviow fanding Cap Fhe saneas ta [ Q9R/00




Anothar %4 wmilbion i1l b piroyidad aueyr the firar three yearns
off the agreement. L ansal

plantakion establishuent . Fanding
for plautations he  oand thin period will be addressed in the
Light of the oukcor 2 of the Pesource Assessment Commissiov’s
Foreabks Inquiry ane various Yictorian tiovernment stndien
Already annouwnced  r oandanvay.

The Cowmonwealth r affirma itgs policy that where prudent and
feasible alternati =3 Lo foresrry operations ju the Mational
Fatate do not exis , Lhen logging can be allowed, provided
that action 3s tak n ko minimise Jamage to those values for
which tha area ig  ~ginterad.

The Commonwealth w Ll arvange meetings between State
Bovernments, indus ry, unions, Lhe conservation movement and
the Augtralian Her Lage Commission Lo discnss the Regisbter of
the MNalional Estat . and the processea for and implicationa of
future ligtings.
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