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SPEECE BY THE PRIME MINISTER
OPENING OF FPRENMANTLE COMMONWEALTH OFFICES AND CUSTOMS HOUSE

PERTH - 7 FRBRUARY 1987

FREMANTLE IS A CITY THAT THRIVES ON BOTH THE HERITAGE OF ITS
PAST AND THE PROMISE OF ITS FUTURE.

ITS HERITAGE FOBMS A VITAL PART QF AUSTRALIA'S HISTORY.

ITS PORT WAS THE MAIN ARRIVAL POINT FOR THE EARLY SETTLERS OF

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, AND CONTINUED TO BE A PRINCIPAL ARRIVAL .

POINT FOR THAT GREAT WAVE OF IMMIGRANTS WHO CAME TO AUSTRALIA- -

AFTER THE SECOMD WORLD WAR.

A8 A RESULT, THIS CITY AND THIS STATE HAVE BUILT UP A TRULY
MULTICULTURAL SOCIKETY. ETBNIC GROUPS - MANY OF WHOM ARE
REPRESENTED BERE - CAN RETAIN THRIR LINKS WITH THRIR OWM

CULTURE WHILE PLAYING TO THE FULL A ROLE IN OUR NATIONAL
"CIVIC LIFE.

FREMANTLE CAN BE PROUD OF ITS ACHIKVEMENTS IN FOSTERING THIS
SPIRIT. TODAY'S AUDIENCE ILLUSTRATES JUST HOM DIVERSE AND .
STRONG ARE THE GROUPS WHICH HELP BUILD THE GREAT COMMUNITY
SPIRIT OF FREMANTLE. '

TODAY, FREMANTLRE'S ROLE AS A POINT OF ARRIVAL POR IMMIGRANTS
MAY HAVE DININISMED DUE TO AIR TRAVEL, BUT THE PORT CONTINUES
TO HAVE A MAJOR ROLE IN CARGO HANDLING.

AUSTRALIA HAS ALWAYS BEEN A TRADING NATION AND WE MUST REMAIN
ONE IF WE ARE TO SURVIVE. - '

RECENT WORLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS CONFPIRM THAT OUR ABILITY
TO EXPORT STILL HOLDS THE KEKY TO OUR PROSPERITY.
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AS A GOVERNMENT AND INDEED AS A NATION WE HAVE WORKED HARD TO 1
REVITALISE OUR INDUSTRIES AND RECRIENT OUR RCONONY TOWARDS
EXPORTING.

TO THOSE ORGANISATIONS REPERSENTED HERE WHO ARE INVOLVED IN -
PRODUCING AND HAMDLING THE CARGOKS THAT PASS THROUGH THIS

PORT, LET ME SAY : YOU ARE EACH IN YOUR OWN WAY DOING A VITAL

JOB IN MAKING AUSTRALIA MORE COMPETITIVE AND, ULTIMATELY, . =

WRALTHIRR.

. YOU ABR HELPYING FREMANTLE TO REMAIN A-TBRIVING PLACE OF - _ . —- —-- -
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND EMPLOYMENT. - - = - A

FREMANTLE'S PRIDE IN ITS PAST IS FOUND NOT ONLY IN ITS -
PROPLE, BUT ALSO IN ITS BUILDINGS AND LANDSCAPE.

MR MAYOR, PREMANTLE CITY COUNCIL IS.TO BE CONGRATULATED FOR - _
PRESERVING THE HISTORIC CHARACTER OF THIB CITY. THIS
BUILDING IS5 ANOTHER EXANPLE OPF THAT CONTINUING ACHIEVEMENT.

NY GOVERMMENT IS PROUD TO BE A PARTNER IN THIS WORK, BOTH
' THROUGH OUR SUPPORT FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THROUGH THE WORK .
OF THE AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION. =~

I KNOW TOM UREM WILL BE CETTING TIRED OF MY SAYING THIS, BUT -
IT IS FITTING THAT HE WHO HAS PLAYED SUCH AN OUISTANDING PART
IN WORKINC WITH LOCAL GOVERMMENT THROUGHOUT ADSTRALIA SEOULD
BE HERE TODAY AT THRE OPENING OF ANOTHERR PROJECT TEAT EMBODIES
THE CLOSE CO-OPERAYION HE HAS BUILT UP BETWEN THR LOCAL AND
FEDERAL TIERRS OF GOVERNMENT.




3.

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRLAIA, AND A NUMBER OF LOCAL
ORCANISATIONS, HAVE ALS0 BEERN CRUCIAL 1IN PRESERVING AND
PRESENTING THE HISTORY OF FREMENTLE.

THRSE COMMONWEALTE OFFICES AND CUSTOMS BOUSE HAVE PRESEVED
THE BISTORIC FACADRS OF SOME OF THE ORIGINAL BUILDINGS, WHILE

THE NEW FACADES HAVE BEEN SCALED AND DESIGNED TO COMPLENMENT
—*-—M—BLMIK THE GEMKRAL APFEARANCE OF THE AREA. "

- IT IS SOMERTIMES PORGOTTEN-TBAT-LBSS- —mmmm OF ALL

——FEDERAL- PUBLIC SKRVANTS WORK_IN cnmnn '!HR RBST m . -.—-—- -

DENCENTRALISED, SERVING THE INTERESTS OF mm LOCAI. CI.IMS’-
IN CITIES AND TOWNS THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA.

FREMANTLE. IS NO. EXCRPTION, TWO OF THE THREE WINGS OF THIS
 BUILDING WILL BE OCCUPIED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CUSTONS SERVICE.
- ¢ “THE THIRD WING WILL -BE OCCUPIED BY THE -DEPARTMENTS: OP SOCTAL - --
sxcmn, PRIMARY INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT AND HEALTH.
THIS BUILDING THUS COMSOLIDATES THE PREVIOUSLY FRAGNENTED
OFFICES OF THESE ACENCIES INTO OME SITE, WHICE WILL ENABLE
THEM TO PROVIDE A BETTRR SERVICR FOR THRIR CLIENTS.
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I CAN'T LET THE OCCASION PASS WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THR
AMERICA'S CUP.

IT WAS A GREAT VICTORY BY DENNIS CONNER, WHOSE EFFORIS T0
RECAIN THR CUP HE LOST IN 1983 SHOWED m UORLD A m )nmuuo
OF THE WORD 'PERSISTENCE'. '
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AS FOR THR KOOKABURRA TEAM, KEVIN PARRY, IAIN NURRAY AND THE
CREW, WE CAN ONLY APPLAUD THEIR COURAGEOUS EFFORT AND THK
DIGNITY WITH WHICH THEY HBAVE TAKEN DEFEAT.

PERHAPS SOME OF OUR CUSTOMS SERVICE PEOPLE IN THE AUDIENCE
COULD HAVE SUGGESTED WAYS OF KEEPING THE CUP HERE IN WESTERN
AUSTRALIA.

PERHAPS WE SHOULD HAVE APPLIED A $10 MILLION EXPORT DUTY ON
~ — _ANY MAJOR-YACETING TROPHY LEAVING. FREMANTLE ~ REFUNDABLE, OF _
_ . _COURSE, IF THR TROPHY WERE RETURNED WITHIN THREE YEARS.

I DO NOT, BOWEVER WANT TO DWELL ON THE LOSS OF THE CUP. I
JANT TO SALUTE THR CITY OF FREMANTLE FOR THE GREAY
HOSPITALITY IT EXTENDED TO THE VISITORS - PARTICIPANTS AND
SPECTATORS ALIKE - DURING THRE CHALLENGE.

THE SPIRIT PREVAILING HEBE IN THE PAST FEW NONTHS, WHICH
- — . APPARENTLY REACHED ITS EIGH POINT ON WEDNESDAY NIGET WHEN THE
END OF THE CHALLENGE WAS CELEBRATED HERE AS IF IT HAD ‘BROUGHY
AN AUSTRALIAN VICTORY, IS A OREAT CREDIT TO OUR COUNTRY, TO
" WESTERN AUSTRLAIA AND TO FREMANTLE.

MAY I SAY TO YOU ALL WELCOME TO THE NEW FREMANILE CUSTOMS
HOUSE AND THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO DECLARE THESE OFFICES
OPEN. ‘
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