SPEECR BY TRE PRINME MINISTER
DEDICATICON OF DBEN-GURICN PARK
STIRLIKG - © PEBRUARY 1987

ALL OVER TL? UCRLD JEWISH PECPLE HAVE BEEN CELEBRATING TEE
BUNDREDTH PALIIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH O DAVID BEN GURICHN, A
FOUNDING FPAVWIIIR OF THE STAYE OF JYSRAEL.

I? IS A PLEASURE FOR ME TO PARTICIPATE IN TBIS CELEBRATION BY
PERTH'S JEWISY COMMUNITY TODAY - ESPECIALLY SO SCON AFTER
RETURNILG FRLTT MY VISIY ¥0 ISRAEL LAST WEEK.

DRVID BBN GJRICN BECRME TEE PIRST PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL,
WEEBN THE S¥N\Y3 WAS ESTABLISHED XN 1948, AND BE SERVED RIS
COUNTRY IN TENT POSITION FOR FIFYEEN YEARS.

IT WAS DURICS WelQOSEZ CRUCIAL EARLY YEARS THAT TEE VISICN
PO WHICE BJC GURIOH WORKED ALL HIS LIFE REACRED ITS FULL
EXPRESSICON - HEREB IN ISRAERL YHE WORLD SAW A WORKING CLASS
BUILDING ITS GWN NATION ON ITS OWN SOIL BY DINT OF ITS OWH
PHYSICAL AND SITBLLECTUAL LABCUR.

FOR THESE C7 US WHO CHERISH DENCCRACY, THAT VISION REMAINS A2
INSPEIRATICA.

AS BEN GURICX SAID, °“THE TEST OF DREMOCRACY IS FREEDOYM OF
CRITICISII®. PRCY THZ TIMER OF MY FIRST VISIT TO ISRABL IN
1971, I BAVI? BEEN ILPRESSED AND MOVED BY THE ISRAELIX
DEMOCRATIC LIPERIENCE.

AS A LABOR I.ZN\DER AND TRADE UNIONIST, I WAS PROUD TO
BNCOUNTER A [INTION IN WHICH THE LABOR PARTY AND THZ RISTADRUT
WERE INTEGR/\L TO THE PROCESS OF NATION BUILDING ARND WERE
ACCEPTED AND ADHIRED BY THE WHOLE XISRAELI NATICN. BEN GCURIGCH
OF CTOURSE WORRKED AND FOUGHET ALL RIS LIFE POR BOTH THE LABOR
PARTY AND T¥LE HISTADRUTY.




2.

EVEN BIORE PROFCUNDLY, I WAS PROUD AND INPRESSED TQ® ENCOUNTER
A RATION INCESSANTLY ENGAGED IN DEMCCRATIC DISPUTATION ABOUT
EVERY ASPRCY OF ITS NATICNAL POLICY.

ISRAEL HAS [IZVER SURRENDERED ITS DEMOCRATIC TRADITION EVEN IN
THE DARKESY NOMENTS WHEN ITS VERY SURVIVAL WAS AT RISK.

SO IT WAS LIl INDISCRIBABLE PLEASURE FOR ME LAST MONTH TO
REVISIT IS2AZL AND THUS BECOME THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN PRIME
MIRNISTER 70 MARR A VISIT THERE.

I WAS RECEIVZD WITH VERY GREAT CENEROSITY BY PRESIDENT
HERZQG, PRINIZ RINISTER SHRWIR, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER

SHIMON PERIS AND SUCH OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES AS ABBA

EBAN. I HEZLD TALKS WITH THEM RAND A LARGE NﬁlBER OF KINISTERS
AND LABCUR "ARTY AND TRADE UNION LERDERS. IT WAS A CREAT
PLEASURE PQCX [IE TO BE AHONG OLD FRIENDS.

A PZRSCNAL (IGHLIGETY OF THE VISIT TO ISRAEL WAS THE

GESTURE OF HTGBREW UNIVERSITY IN JERUSALEM IN HONOURING ME
WITH THE AUARD OF AN HOXORARY DOCTORATE OF PHILOSOPHY. I DO
NOT NEZED TO EEMIND THIS GATEZRING CF THEZ BRILLIANT
INTELLECTUN. TRADITICNS OF THAT GREAT UNIVERSITY.

WHILE I JULUSALEN I ALSO HAD THE MGVING EXPERIENCE OF
IEETING WIvH MOTHERS AND RELATIVES OF REFUSENIKS - PEOPLE WHO
HAVE BEGN PREVENTED, OFTEN COVER MANY YEARS, FROM

REUNITING UITH THEIR FAMILIES WHO ARE UNABLE TO LEAVE THE
SOVIET UKNICSN.

ONE CASE STRUCK ME AS PARTICULARLY UNJUST : IT INVOLVES A
DRUCHTEE APFLYING FOR A VISA TO ENTER THE SOVIET UNION TO SEE
HER MOTEER WHO IS DYING OF CANCER AND HAS VERY LITTLE TIME TO
LIVE. I°VF GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO HAVE THIS CASE INVESTIGATED
AND I TRUST THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES WILL RELENT IN THEIR
REPUSAL TO ALLOW THLS FAMILY TO BE REUNITED.
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I ALSO EKAD THE OPPORTUNITY OF A VALUABLE TALK WITH
PALESTINIZNS FROM THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES.

AS A BESULY JOF ALL THESE DISCUSSIONS AND CONTACTS, I BELIEVE
LINIS BETWZZN ISRAEL AND AUSTRALIA ARE MUCH CLOSER, AND THE
RUSTRALJIAK GOVERNWENT 1S EVEN BETTER INPORMED ABOUT THE WIDE
RANGE Q7 CPINIONS WHICH INFORM ISRAELI POLICY.

IN ITS EARLY YEARS, ISRAEL FACED AN APPARENTLY PERMANENT
TEREAT OF DESTRUCTION FROM ITS WERIGHBOURS. IN TBOSE
CIRCUMSTAKTIS, ISRAEL OCOBVICUSLY DID NOT HAVE THE LUXURY OF
CONTENPLATING PEACE WITH TEER.

TODAY, THL WIJRLD EAS CHANGED. PREOPLE NC4 REALISE THAT ISRAERL
IS NOT GOING TO DISAPPEAR AND IS A CONTINUING PART OF THEE MAP
OF TFB MIBJL2 BAST.

SO I BELIEV: TEERE IS R GREATER OPPORTUNITY THESE DAYS

FOR ISRREL 3 INVESTIGATE THE PROCESSES OF DISCUSSION WITH
NEIGHIOURING STATES WHO DO IN PACT ACCEPT ISRAEL'S RIGET TO
EXIST.

THE CANP DAVID ACCORD WITH BGYPT DEMONSTRATES THE
PRUITPULHESS OF TR1S PATH OF NEGOTIATION.

I HAD VERY CONSTRUCTIVE TALRS WITH THE LEADERS OF 1SRAEL'S
REIGHBOURS LZGCYPT AND JORDAN. 1 WAS PROPOUNDLY IMPRESSED BY
JORDAN'S UINCUESTICNABLE COMMITMENT TO PEACE AND BY EGYPT'S
CONTINULED ADVERENCE TO THE SPIRIT OF CAMP DAVID.

SC WE KUST TAKE THZ MEASURE OF THE CHANGES WHICH SEPARATE US
TODAY PROM TTE EARLY YEARS GF THE STATE OF ISRAEL MOULDED BY
DAVID BEN GURICN.

BEN GURION'S GENERATICN OF PICNEERS HAS, SADLY, LARGELY
PASSED QON. ISRAEL IS CHANGING AND MATURING AND IS
CONFRONTING TROUBLING AND PROFOUND ISSUES OF WHICH THOSE
PIOWEERS KKEY LITTLE OR NOTHING.
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I CAME AWAY 7RCM NY VISIT TO ISRAEL CONVINCED THAT THE
PRINCIPLES THAT NATION HAS ALWAYS STOOD FOR - EGALITARIANISN,
THE DIGNITY CGF LABOCUR, DEVOTION TO A JEWISH EOMELAND, AND AN
ENDURINGLY CIMOCRATIC STYLE OF GOVERNMENT - WILL PROVIDE A
SOUND MEANS (0? HEETING THE CHALLENGES NOW FACING THE COUNTRY.

THESE ARE 7i{Z PRINCIPLES DAVID BEN GURION STCOD FOR AND THEIR
CONTINUED RZLEVAMCE IS THE REAL BEN GCURION INHERITANCE.

SO IN CONCLU3ION I CONGRATULATE THE CITY OF STIRLING AND THE
COUNCIL OF WiISTERN AUSTRALIAN JEWRY WHO HAVE JOINCD TOGETHER
IN NAMINCG “DIS BEAUTIFUL PARK AFTER DAVID BEN GURION. AS 1
SAID TO MY ISRAELI HOSTS ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS, THE
AUSTRALIAN JCAISH COMMUNITY HAS NOT ONLY HAD AN ENORMOUSLY
BENEFICIAL INPLUENCE ON OUR SOCIETY BUT HAS ALSO BECOME A
STEADFAST [2IDGE COF FRIENDSBIFP BETWZEN AUSTRALIA AND ISRAEL.

I RKNOW I Ci"i¥ SPEAK FOR YCUR LOCARL MEMBER, RON EDWARDS, WHO
HAS BEEN SO ACTIVE IN ADVANCING THE INTEREST OF THIS
ELECTORATE, UHFEN I SAY IT IS AN HONOUR AND A PLEASURE FOR
US TO BE ECIXZ AT THIS CEREMUONY TODAY.
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