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COMMENTS BY THE PRIME MINISTER AT RAAF BASE - FRIDAY. 23 JANUARY 1987
JOURNALIST: ARE YOU Looxxhc FORWARED "TO THE TRIP? - "~ "7 - = =

PM: YES, THERE'S A VERY IMPORTANY DEVELOPMENT OCCURRED THIS MORNING
THAT 1 THINK WE ALL SHOULD 3E AWARE OF, I HAD A CALL FROM PRESTDENT
REAGAN ON A VERY IMPORTANT MATTER, A CONTEST THAT IS GOING TO BE
TAKING PLACE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF AUSTRALIA, WHICH BEGINS WHILE ['H
AYAY., HE SAID HE WASN'T NORHMALLY A PUNTING MAN. IT°*S NOT SOMETHING
I CAN SAY MYSELF IN RECIPROCATION, HE THOUGHT THAT THERE SHOULD BE

SOME JAGER SETWEEN US., HE NOWINATED THE STAKES OF ONE OF HIS WHITE
COUBOY HATS AGAINSY AN AUSTRALIRN AKUBRA, SO THE STAKES ARE SET,.

JOURNALIST: SO HE®S SACKING THE AHERXCANS’
Pl  YES HE IS,
JOURNALIST: HAS oE GOV ANY CHANCE?

Pid: WELL THEY'RE IN THE RACE, BUT WE'LL WIN,

--JOQURNALIST: PRINE HINISTER, ON VOUR*JQIP—DO—¥0U"THIN&—YOU—RE—HALKING

A DIPLOMATIC TIGHTROPE?

PlH: NO I DON'T THINK IT°S A DIPLOMATIC TIGHTROPE. 1T HAS HISTORICALLY
BEEN A VERY COHPLEX AREA, TENSE AREA, BUT I HAVE VERY GOOD RELATIONS
HITH THE LEADERSHIP IN THE COUNTRIES THAT I°'fM VISITING OF JoRDAN AND
ISRAEL AND EGYPT, AND AUSTRALIA ITSELF HAS GOOD STANDING. WE'RE
RECOGRISED AS A COUNTRY HHICH HAS A RESPONSIULE APPROACH TO THE
PROBLEINS OF THAT AREA, BASED UPON ON THE ONE HAND THE RECOGNITION OF

‘THE RIGHMT OF ISRAEL TO EXIST, BEING BEHIND SECURE AND RECOGNISED

30RDERS., AND ON THE OTHER HAND, THE RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. THAT'S RESPECTED AND I GO THERE NOT TO ASSUME
ANY GRAND ROLE AS HEDIATOR OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT, L'VE MADE IV

QUITE CLEAR THAT 1 GO THERE TO LISTEN AND HERELY TO SAY THAT IF IN
ANY WAY AUSTRALIA CAN BE OF ANY ASSISTANCE AT ANY TIHE THEN THAY
WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. .

JOURNALIST: BUT YOU DO MAVE A PASSIONATE INTEREST, ALMOST A LOVE FOR
ISRAEL, DON’T YOU? CAN YOU BE EVEN=HANDED?

PM: 1 MISH PEOPLE WOULD RECOGNISE WHAT I°VE BEEN CONSISTENTLY SAYING
ABOUT THIS. OF COURSE I HAVE STRONG, CONTINUING COMMITHMENT OF THE
RIGHY OF ISRAEL TO EXIST, I RECOGNISE ITS IMPORTANCE FOR THE PEOPLE
OF THE JEWEISH FAITH, [ MAVE ALWAYS, AT THE SAME TIME, ACKNOWLEDGED
THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. I HAVE NO DIFFICULTY AT ALL IN
RECONMCILING THE NATURE OF MY COMMNITMENT 1IN THE STATE OF ISRAEL WITH A
RESPONSIBLE ASSESSMENT OF WHAT IS NECESSARY TO ATVEMPY TO BRING SORME
RESOLUTION OF THIS PERMANENT CONFLICT Iy THE REGION, WHICH IS NOT
ONLY TRAGIC FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION ITSELF, BUT REMAINS INE OF
THE POTEMTIAL FLASH POINTS OF DANGER FOR THE REST OF THE WORLOD,




JOUKRNALIST: WHAT AHOUT MR VANUNU PRIME MINISTER, ARE YOU GOING TO
AATSE THATYT MATTER?

PM; AMYTHING 1 HWAVE TO SAY AJQUY THAT 1S NOT HELPED BY PUBLIC
COMMENT, '

JOURNALIST: ONE OTHER THING. WE LEARN FROM THE PAPERS THES NORNING
THAY WE'VE REJECTED THE UN REQUEST FOR A SEMINAR, CAN YOU TELL US
WHY?

P4 _1'VE GOT_NO COMMENT TO MAKE QN THAY AY THIS STAGE. . o
JOURNALIST: MR HAWKE, AS YOU'RE LEAVING ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT THE
MEDIA OWNERSHIP MESS THAT YQU'RE LEAVING BEHIND?

PH: WHAT MESS?

JOURNALIST: WELL THE CURRENT STATE OF FLUX.

PM: CERTAINLY A CURRENT STATE OF fLUX, 3UT I NOTICED ALL MY PAPERS
HWERE THERE THIS MORNING. TELEVISIONM STAVIOHNS ARE STILL OPERATING ANHD
THE RADIO 1S WORKING, YOU'RE ALL GIVING US A FAIR GO.

JOURNALISY: DID YOU EVER THINK THE CROSS OWNERSHIP RULES WOULD HAVE
LED TO THE TYPE OF SITUATION WE®VE SEEN?

PM: I1°'VE HAD A VIEW ABOUT WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN IN THE AREA OF
LEGISLATION AS SOMNE PEQOPLE HAVE EXPRESSED OOURY ABOUT THE WISDOM OF
WHAT WE'VE DOING. IT SEEMS YO BE HAVING ITS AFFECTS NOW BEFORE IT IS
EVEY O THE STATUTE BOOKS., I'il QUITE RELAXED ABOUT IT ALL.

ENDS . -
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