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NEGUS: Are you there Mr. Hawk?

R. HAWKE: Good day George, how are you?
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,TFEGUS: I'm well thankyou. We dragged you kicking and screaming out
‘"of an important meeting 1 gather.

MR. HAWKE: I beg your pardon?

.. NEGUS: We dragged you kicking and screaming from an important meeting
': I gather?

;' MR. HAWKE: Oh Never kicking, never screaming, but always willing to
. 'have a yarn with you George.

 NEGUS: A few things on your mind at the moment I'd say.

.., MR, HAWKE: Oh yes but I'm not unrelaxed George, just working away
" steadily at them and we will get the right policy to deal with this
'situation that has been imposed upon us by this drastic decline in
..’ .permanent trade.

. NEGUS: Let’'s talk about that in a moment but before we do I was
;fftalking earlier to another old mate of yours Jim Mc(ledlawcf about
‘;~thie whole question of minders which has become very much a public
~issue for the first time that I can recall in politics. How in
. heavens name do people like yourself and Paul Keating allow the minders
" to become a public issue?

" 'Mr, HAWKE: Well i have'nt made them a public issue is the only
"¢tomment I can make about that.

* NEGUS: Well Paul did.

"MR. HAWKE: well hc did and eh that's an end to it now and I'm not
going to say anything that's going to fuel it. I asimply would make
ftjthe point that I did only reciterate the only public comment I made.
D This is as you know, you've been around the place,it's a hothouse
;f'ﬁtmbsphere of politics in Canberra, and you'‘ve got to recognise

{' that {in that some tensions arise. But as far as {'m concerned my
.S Btaff, as Paul's staff, and ntaff of other Ministers' are loyal to
'i their Ministers, loyal to their Government, and they are doing a
I;.. fine job and as far as I'm concerned they're doing a fine job, and
" as far as I'm concernecd that's the end of the matter.
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NEGUS: Could I put it to you this way? One person said to me
"“over the weekend “Paul Keating, picking on, {f you like, Bob
'Havkesmxnders is a way of telling him that he's not getting good
advice, which is another way of &ellan him that he 3 not doing the
‘xxght thing.

MR HANKB- Oh well, I say you can do your speculétion. As far as
I'm concerned the matter is ended , and I'm not going to engage in
. 4ny, in any, sort of public discussion about it which would keep
'"901ng somethxng which is miniscule, in it's Bignificance.

.NEGDS: Can I ask you this and then we'll get off the mincers.
. because there are more important things, 1 agree. How do you feel
“jtheh/ how would you make people .eel better sbout the fact that
,“5thero would appear to be in Canberra, a group of blokes, working
‘5ffoz you and for other ministers, who appear to have incre. dible
..power, incre dible influence over elected politicians, and people
as important in the hjero-c as yourself. How cdn you make in a
;:demOCtat1c 80c1ety as we like to think we are, how can you make
‘‘people feel better about those kind of, unelected people swinging
ﬁtheir weight around behind the scenes?

N
)

,,[uR. HAWKE: This is something which . goes on in all democracies

”Tland has gone in on this couhtry Since we've been a parlimentary

7gaem§cragy. Elective figures always have people on their staff and
in this day and age I think there's more of it on both sides

of politics and it's a good thing.

?};NEGUS: Do you think it's possible they overstep the mark occasionally?

&'.HR.'HAWKE Let me finish. I think that in an increasingly
’complex world any elected figures that have got tespons;b111ty
‘are foolish 4f they don’'t try and get as much good, professional
,advice, as they can and then be in a position of having heaxd
"..what people have to say, then you make up your own mind. And
‘that's the way I operate and I know it's theway my Ministers

i’ operate. They try and get as much as advice as they can, then

" .having got the advice they make the decisions, and that's the
fjwaylin a gensible democracy it ought to happen.

:MR.FAHKE: 1 reject the word minders and 1'm not going to accept
.the word mindexs.

_NEGUS: How shall we degscribe them then do
‘you reckon? How should we describe them?

" MR. HAWKE: Staff, I mean it'y a pretty simple well knows and
accurate expression. So I suggest that it be used.

;ﬁEGUSx So trom now on the word minders, we're going to strike
;1t from che old political dictionary.

”~~un; HAWKE: I don't mind it being usecd, it's inaccuratce ?nd it
‘i »..pcople want to be inaccurate in their language then that's
c.. alright, but I'm accurati in my use of lanquage.
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'NEGOS; X guess, one of the reasons why people are concerned by
‘the use ot that word, and this {s what you would p: obably 11ke to
,i txy ‘and stop is that from that television series the Minder’is
Ya b;oke yho goes round thumping people on behalf of someone else,
.’ and maybe that's what people thought your mxnders have been doing,
oy Paul Keating has been suggestlng that they are leaning on people,

MR. HAWKE:; ©None of them are built in that proportion George,
A“”NEGQS: One of them at least 1s a fairly sturdy bloke as I recall,

ﬁﬁ Quawxeé Plumpish.

R IR

nNEGUS- Plﬁmpieh not to put too finer point on it. I thank'g
“for saylng that because I realxse that the mxnders thzng is something

.HAWKE: Aa I have moved around Australia in the last few days
no ane, but no one has raised it with me.

NEGOS- Really? Well the newspapers have wriffemn about it at least
maybe we've all gota little tooclose to it do you think?

ﬂR. HAWKE Yes, this. :is often the case, I mean I'm constantly
;';amused literally amused, by the fact the old scfibes

v write away, and I move around the country and see thousands of
“people and never get the issue raised with me,

: Well anyway, give, give ¢ ...

.KR. HAWKB: The ordinary Australian people, your listemevs and the
ordinary newspaper reader is a little more astute often than the
gpeople that do the wrztwg

Er, anyway, give Peter and Geoff and Bob my regards,

Yes, 1'll pass it on to my staff.

Mr. Hawke, You've said that you've drawn stumps on this
. But are the obvious differences between you and Mr.
Keatxng lxkely to resolve themselves in the near future, because

that secms to be almost the political issue in the country todav,
,Can Bob Hawke and Paul Keating get their economic act together? (

Af;HRL HAHKE. 1 wasn't aware of them, so, perhaps again this is

\’,a casa vherc those who are removed from the scene knhow what

‘thcse at the scene don't know. Would you tell me what the obvious.
”nxtferencqa are please George. :

'ﬁEGOSx well, I'11l tell you the differcnces that people have percieved
‘I moean... '

(' R -
(MR, HAWKE: . . . ..
;f;ﬁ?GbS: Pardon?

HAWKE : what are they in your opinion?
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NEGUbs Xt would seem that nobody 18 certain at the moment who is
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| ”HAWKB- Wha( how does that make a dlfference? What,
hc difference ie there between Mr. Keating and myself.

LYot

"n
a

)
i WQll if you agree,

i;;hR HAWKE : Sure, about who's callxng the shots, let me
f*gciear that up for them. TI° m in charge of this GGovernment and I'm

1n charge of ‘it's directions, and very specifically at this

mOment I'm chairing the meeting of Ministers' which is dealing with ‘
tke regonsxderatlon of any policy decisions whxch we think are
,ngcessq;y.tq,deal with this current difficult, external, aconomic,
‘bituation, now those are the facts. Now where are the differences?

NEGUS. Dxa 1t come as a great surprise to you? I was out of the
Icountry myself 80 I'm asking youa genuine question, Were you shocked
'and indecd angry as it has been suggested, when Paul Keating annouwacexi
to the world that we should probably have what's bexng called a

'm;ni economxc summit

;V.ﬁR.cﬂAwKE; To be fair to Paul he d1dn’'t announce that we should

i; have a mini economic summit. What happen was that there was a
“meeting of the back ., o « ~ . had to advise the committee on
btxces and income& and lhat it emerged that perhaps some people
‘‘thought it might be an idea to have an extended meeting. Now both
Paui and Ralph, said well, if you want to extend the meeting that's
jnot ‘a bad ldea, ~ we'll agree tc that. And then out of that,
k and I've, ceen the transcripts, the media buill up some of the

Sep concepts and ‘they're guite inaccurate. It couldn't hrue had anything

i

think that your friend Paul would try to

So you don't
,;HAWKB: No.
tS: You definitely don't.
. HAWKE; P

~That's fair cnouqgh,

.MR HAWKE Listen the differg,nces between Mr. Keating and myself,
before this programme is over,if you don't mind, I wouid like
:you“to co;l me what the differences are. i

'NBGUSx Well what about. this then you've announced now that
‘you're goan to make a statement, @ statement to the nation if you

;1x¢ on'economlc matters. Had you planned, had you...

}.ﬂé.iquxL- Georqge, that's right.

B A R I A N

] &EGUS- Sorry, that will be noxt week?
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CUR Hawxz That will be next veok. That's what I said and
‘that's what I've said at each point. I'm not tellxng you something
that I have'nt said ncw about six times. y

Right. Well let me ask yéu this then?

XIS ,
AR HAWKE:  Yep.
3 :

s
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'NEGUS flad you planncd to make that ecoro~ic statement to the nation
before qul Keatxng suggested that he wanted an cconomic summit?
after.

EHAWKB No, it was aftexr, It had no relation to that meeting

‘ not
3b,3ust the balance of payments figure but then the national accounts
ﬂﬁfxqure which have put in a very dark form those national

; account figures came out last week. Put in a very stark fcrm vhat

ye were aware was emerging and that is a los§ of national
;;1ncome as a result of the drastic fall in export prices compared with
Ixmport pr;ces. I mean with throwing a whole lot of statistics

' in the last twelve months

gln,ﬁhe terms of trade. And no respondible Government confronted
with those factual statistics, can say well alright we don‘'t take
any . So what 1 said is right,we're going to have a
ﬁéeting of the relevant Ministers and try ------ we're going to
conslder what steps need to be taken to protect the interesats

ﬁt the Australian people in that situation. And in those
Circumstances as part of those digcussions with my Cabinet and my
ﬁxn;sters. I said, well I will be bringing together that statement
nnd making a statement to the people of Australia. Now that, in

a qu1te uncomplxcated and totalb € i na . emerged,

And Paul thinks that is a good idea? We'll go to a break
"in a moment Mr. Hawke and come back and talkx about just how bad
xou rnckon the cconomic situation {s.

\

QHAWKB: Aleu& break, you'll <come back and tell me
' pvhat the differences are right.

hEGbe Vchk in a moment.
NEGUS- Back Bob Hawke, The Prime Ministey, whose asking as
':-many questions as 1 am at thewoment, which is fair enough, under
q-the circumstances. You apked me what 1 thouqght the differences
Pere betwoun youv and Paul Keating
Vi:ll"“ . L -

FI.THANKE. ‘Yas.
.v\‘:-- L : :
t\ECUS- I think it's probably fair to say that on economic matters
t,.,you probably have very tew differences. You'd, agree with that?

.'x".a c
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“Thankyou. -

: Only a matter of uetalljbqre and there.

- MR. "HAWKE: VYes, that's right CeorQe, I mean if YOU look back over

-‘ the ‘three years, 1 think the formulation of economic policy has
; very much a Hawke, Keating' action. It's true at o

-‘eparticulat point we might have had a slight difference then,

"very much a cooperatxove and, we believe effective effort.

but

LT P
Sy
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NEGUS; Still, still mates,

is he still a xegular visitor at the
@Lodge? ' 2

T

~YY .t
mu‘u\" ~ ‘l'

MR HAWKE: Of course we're matys;. I mean politicians and
;,people, you know, as volatile as bhoth Paul and I, you’'ll have
‘moments when if you've got a bit of a difference about something

|
§ 'Yyou won't express it in actvally elegant, Victorian, drawing
‘iiroom language, . :

I can't imagine you or him doing that.

a@HR. ﬁAWKE: That's right, but Welre mates .

T NKGUS~ fould 1 put it to you this way then?
¢ you re probably on the same path eccnomically,
.maybe things have got a little bit astray?

) 1'd agree that
but politically,

ﬁh. HAWKE: Na I don't think that's ?ﬁsbx,

HEGUS :

3 ' . .

i*MR. HAWKE: Oh, I'm not going to enter into that, P nether foir
to Paul, nor to any other aspirant. I've said, and I'm more
than ha;py to repeat, Paul is a very ubvious candidate

f-to succeed me o v2ry obvious candidate, and as he has said, and 1

ﬁ'have sald when 1 etep down, 1t will be for the party to make
c‘it 8 choice. :
‘.r\f'-: ..

NBGUS Do you think he would have been all that thrilled by {le

c0mp11mentazy noises you were making about k‘m\Beazley the
Defence Minister rcecently.

what odds would you give Paul Keatirg as teing your successorxr?

r
v

\v <w

MR HANKE: Of course he would because Kiy»» and Paul are the .

_&closést of mates and friends they spend a lot of time together,
*?they have the utmost respect for one another,

EGUS would you still rate Paul Keating asg the finrnest

Finance Minister or Treasurer in the world the way you did some
years. ..

’;

a
\
l
.-;
[
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:

MR. HAWKE He'ss the best Treasurer in the world, of course
ha is.
A

ﬂifg '
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NEGUS. Do youthink it's possxble, as somebody lookinq at Australia
at the moment and seeing what's qoing on with the economy and the
problems that you're facing, 15.1t possible that rather than you
frunning the country, or Paul Xeating running the country or even’
yout Hxnders running the country, that the country is runnxng you?z
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‘;ﬁhl . HAWKE: Well, in a sense it's true for any politiczan 1n the
. western world today that his own, his or her own economy and the
,uorld economy runs them. And it's quite 1ncxsxVe question

George.

RN

'}NBGQS: I've got one.

.

R

_KR. HAWKE: It is economic events that determine to a Very large
extent in western democracy's political outcome, and that'a why

. from the day I became leader of this party in February, of
*83 I made it clear that economic matters that were central to
.our task of political management and we came€ to office then
:wlth the economy in the worst recession for fifty years,

f@s you know. And my central commit.~: ¥, Paul's central commitr.cnt
.and the Governments central commitmi> was to turn that round and
. we've done that, and had rates of growth the highest in the

H western world and emplcyment growth's the highest in our history.
"Now, having done that in cooperation with the Australian public,
.andg I Bay to yourlistners I mean that, we just haver') made
_che right decisions here the Australian people, the ordinary
Australlan people have cooperated and together we have done it. -
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e NBGUS Did you gay that you hadn't made the rxght decisions?
Dld I get you right there?

8

ziMR.‘HAwKEz 1 beqg you pardon?
Z; NEGUS. Did you say that on occas}on you hadn't made the right
. decisxons?

\

'MR. HAWKE: 1I'n saying that 1 think we consistently have made %
the right decison, I'm saying that we couldn't do it ourselves,
,sxcnng in Canberra making dec1sxons We needed the cooperation,

of the Australxan people, and we've had it. Now three years down

the track there's been a massive decline in the prices we get for

'what we sell overseas. And our import prices are still rising so

that means an all in real capacity within Australia to
- sustain ptandards, and wey: got to deal with that. Now what
. I'm doing'with my Hinisters is to fine tune cur strategy 8o that

'&EGbS: can 1 come in there, Can I come in there just for a moment.
People protably accept the tact that you've got problems, we've
'all: got problems, and you are trying to fine tune, and obviously
.there i1s no quick fix, no overnight reciy. for this sort of thing
when your CAlkxng about Australia's economy being affected by

s international economic movements. Do you have any idea how long
Jo.you reckon it will take before you will be able to say to me and to
ﬁ;.anypody else, for that matte=. Yealy, we reckon we've got ths

*
'iﬁvoconomy sorted out.
A ]
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MR. HAWKE: Well, we've got the Australian ecomony 1s rot un sortedv
out. With what ‘s happening internally is basically ctorrect,
Wwhat we've got to do is to adjust to the fallen capacity imposed n
upon us from outside. Now you ask how long, we'll make the decislohﬁ
and I'l11 announce them next week, the changes and fine tunxngs that
are necessary. Now, of course George, in part, the answer as .o 5
Lo~ icng the sort of restraints will be necessary, relate to the ~ °
basic question. How long are the terms of trade gcing to Le m0vinq
as adversely as this? I hope, and particularly not just for the '
cake of Auctralia as a whole but for the sake of our farmers that
we start to get some lift in our pzxce from rural exports because .
they are terribly low. I hope for our miners that we get an i
improvement, a further improvement in prices for mxnerals, ,
I think the only honest thing one can say George is that the,
with the 1ift in international economic activity that's going to be
associated with cheaper energy prices I think we can expect the "
change to come somewhat sooner than perhaps we would have gxpectd§;'
earlier. ’ '

NEGUS: We're runnihg out of time, you ment.ioned restraints are you
able to put your finger on what kind of restraints people can,
lvo¥ forward to, or not look forward to?

MR. HAWKE: A T;wish your new programme well, when I 8nnoundef
those decisions they will ke nct on your prooromme, I'm sorry about'
that. o .

NEGUS: That's alright as long as they're not on someone elses.

MR. HSAWKE: " I'll give you that undertaking it wor't be
on someone elsa. S S

NEGUS: We're just about out of time. How's the old soda water
drinking going?

MR. HAWKE;: Oh, ﬁtill as exciting as ever.

NEGUS: You'd be )ust about a connoisseur by now wouldﬂ't'Qou?
MR. HAWKE: Yep, well authority.

NEGUS : I was surprised to hear a couple of weeks ago yé&A;uﬁbliﬁgl

the word retirement, or people were using it in reference to yourself
that came as a bit of a surprise to me. ' '

MR. HAWKE: You know I've always been a bit of a retiring characﬁer.¥ﬂ513

NEGUS: The older the politicals drinking violet.

MR. HAWKE: That's right.

NEGUS : flave you, have you put a limit on {7 .
MR, HAWKE: No George, Except that T'm quite prepared again to $6Y:
this that I'm not abhout staying in politics torever, I love this '

country I wanted to do a jcb, I think 1've Jone one, thexe's more

to be done, but 1 don’'t see that in terms of many, many, many,
years.
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Many, many, many Years, what a couple of terms?
HAWKE: Let me put it this way, we'll cettainiy go to the

'chween that next one and, you Know before, the one after that

'NEGUS. We'll all go away with our pens and papczs and try and
pprk out exactely what Bob Hawke's saying at.oun his retirement
what, that sounds to me like about, between two and five years.

MR. Hawxz. Something of that order, but let me say
2 no .thought of 1etirement is not ir. mind in these days \
big, job to be done and 1'm g¢ing to do it.

'--N'zcu«. Good, good. One final question: this realy is the last
One commentator today suggested that because of the econon’
f,predicamcnt that we all agree we're in YOu should go to the pol\s

'MR. HAWKE. Ah, that's not necessary, 1 have a mandate, a clear
'mandate, the people like the sort of way we go about economic
‘policy making and we'll go ahead and do that I've said this
parlisment will go it’ full term, it will go it's complete term

ggo{ge h can asure you.

HAWXB. Thanks George ard all ‘the best to you mate.

Than)a Mr. Hawke.
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