PRIME MINISTER

COMMENTS TO THE PRESS ON ARRIVAL
AT MANILA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
11 A.M. FRIDAY 25 MaAY, 1986

Thank you Mr V1c Pte&‘denc. I would like to say on behalf

f myself, my wife and those travelling with me, how very
pleased we are t¢ b° here today. Ve thought 1t apprepricte

on this visit overseas that we should come to the Philippines
because we in Australia attach very great importance, not
only to cur relations with this Country, but also to the
importance of the Philippines as a lcader of the ASEAY group
and for its signitficaunce in the regienn as a whole. Vo wvere
amongst the fivst, I belicve, 2o indicate our total support
for the necw government of President Agquino and wa had a visit
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here very early by our Foreign Minister, Di Hovden., Ua

have indicated a 50% increasse in cuv aid te the Philippines
and, b ay visit here, I hope that tie Goverament and the
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prople of the Philippincs will understand bot the interest
in and the commitment of the people of Australia in trying to
assist the Government and the people of the Phil

the verv great tasks that ncw cosafront them in 131
social und economic positicns of the people of

ippines 1in
fring the
this Ccuntry.

vv

‘e do not overestimate the capacity that wao have as one
‘countrv, Australia, to help in =nhis regard and I wanc ©o

give vyou the assurance thot w "o 2lt tnat ds within our
pover to help vou because ve e that the tasks chat
confront the new Covernment ave of very rery signilicant
dimensions, that it is going to rcquivre the ceo-onaration orf
;all elements within the Philippines and the cc-eoperatiocn of
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the countries and the inte In«t10r€1 i itutien~s that have
the interests of this regiou at heart. Therefora, I hope

that you will see this visit by me as part of onr commitment
to the great purposes which now : vou in this Country.
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Thank you very much indeed.




