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TRANSCRIPT OF' PREES CONFERENCE, CABLE BEACH HOTEL, NASSAU
18 CCIC.LR 1985

JOURNALISBT: What came out of your meeting with the B8gore!

Ganersal? . : @

PM: Well, we had a very usaful discussion about how hd sav
the structure of the moeting. And it is gquite cleoar nat |
the isgua of Southora Africa will be the most important it
at thio moeting We wont over the timetabling of thatd A:
I don't think it i

boiinning of the meating, although it will come up, I woull
think, on tho f£irst dny. It is an icsue which will reguis:
I think, an amount of discuonion at tho retreat ovor Q W

JOURNALIET: Did ho express concern that Britain might no‘
willing to co-operatc in sanctions againot South Africg? ‘
%

PHM3 Ovaounly the poaition of Britain wasc one of the mat
discussed by us, but we have cammon ground that the idgal
position is one where ocut of digcussion Britain will coe ¢
morit of having a united Commonwoalth viow, which williinv
increecced pressurc in a number of ways upon South Africa t.
try and achisve a position leading towards the dicmantlingi
apartheid in South Africae and a timetoble undsr which Sous
Africa ¢an move to tho emergonce of & £ree end liboral noe:
Now, noc=one, :including mycelf, as I made clear £rom ¢thg
beginnifg, has coma to this conforonce with a vigw to %xyi

_to isolate oxr attack Britain, Rather, what we want to &
by tha force and power of argument to achiove & siguat
ve can gat a comzon position. (

JOURNALIST: Did you ozplain Australia's 4dea of a cemmitis
And, if go, what wag Mr Ramphal's rosponse?

~ e rme——— Y o ¢ g——

Plir ¥ outlined that that was pert of an overall Australia
approach and the Bacratary-=Ganoral indicated that ho €heue.
thisc was o vory app*ogziata pazt of an ovazall maecshaniim,

you 1like, ¢o doal with this fundamental iaoua.,

8 @ matter which will be resolved at [thai
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JOURNALIBT: Prime Minister, is winning Mras Thatcher over !
now the main aim of this meeting?

VA ':E
paSmad ~ bt s rer» - . |

PM: Well, let me say thias, that in the past the Commonweal »
has acted on the basis of consensus and it is infinitely |
praeferabla that that be achieved on this occasion. And I ¢
hopaful that it can be dcone. ¥

JOURNALIST: Do you think you can psrsuade Mrs Thatchdr? ﬁ

e o m———— .t o

PM: I don't want to over-rate or over~gtate my own rola. |
Clearly Australia, through myself, ioc going to have an b 4
1

.—r
et - — T v e .

important role in ¢his debate and the amargence of the
Commonwaealth pooition. That hao been recognised and aqgeops 9
I hope by my contribution to be able to play scme part |in |
achieving tha conscnous which cloarly has tho position of |1
Britian as an intogral, important part of achieving cofsenc o
8o I will play my part, I hope, in the persuasive procgss.

sk

JOURNALIST: .... bilaterally to some of ths voters, lika |
Canada and Wew zcalang. Will you bo spoaking bilaterglly |{::
bofore tho conforence starts with Mrs Thatcher? I

YT
e

PMi I would think so, yes. ;

JOURNALIST: Do you think there iaz a chance, Mr Hawkae, |of
persunding lMrs Thatchor to accept the more limited sanétic:
that gonaral sanctions wvhich arc being proposed by Mr Ramp:
. | '||:'

PM: et mo make it oclear. Mr Ramphal is not talking ou{

comprehonsive mandotory sanctions. 2nd nor do I balieye ¢
that's tho approach which is achiovable or appropriata; It
- sozms €0 moe that rather we ought to ba telking &t thos? &o
of araan wvhore, at this ctage, you ocught to be ablo to/ oot
vory goneral agreemsnt, tO0 bo looking at a graduated pgoge
But thot all being done was the olomont of an opproach!whi
sayo = leok we ere not Jjust talking about sanctionsg, odout, |
@conomic LEGKEUXCS. AR I havo soid at all ¢imes, it wvoul |
ba much botter i€ yeu didn't have to zosort to panctief” o :
all. It weuld be much battor 4f you could got thoe Scunh S

African xaqima to undorstand the incroasing ropugnaneai nxe .

the wezld o the oporation of the aperthold systom and| e .

thicm to undorstand that thoy ocught to start to <onlk tclall'@l

tho olomonts within Bouth Africa who arxo going <o be 3
imporeant 4n achieving a naw 8outh Africa. Now, that Lo w ;l :

i

¢

S gy A At o e
o
A

-

o

I havo baocn ealking cbout, and will here talk ohout, H:0
coneopt ef a group of cailrasnt porsons who will have thié .
rooponciblility of addzosoing themaolvan to the procosal 38
chango. Lnd 4n dedng that, also talking $o tho variouni clo .
ineluding tho South Alrdcan roginme o ¢ty and ¢2% an a
ceeoptoneo of tho position that change voluntarily movii © '
Lo batssr thon peacthing vhleh 45 golng o dnvolvo pan:tic
cntorncl prooswsos bocauwso, &2 chat is ¢ha rougs that .o
Roo to go deun (hon 1t ip mueh perxo likely in that prcb:n" !
hat vt pon w0% eadng fo B ohln fo on% o o radorunt ) oo
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JOURNALIST: Mr Hawke, Glen Ella says South Africa is nbdt

a bad place. vhat 4o you think of that?

PM: Well, I have not saen what Glon Ella has saigd. Aﬁd Il

Glen
I think that the world has an overwhelming amount of evideni >

that tho socicty of South Africa is totally objoctionable

"y B

don't wvant to involve myself in any observations about ¢

and unacceptable to the civilised world.
JOURNALIST: Hae ho cnmbarrassed you this week?

PM: No, he hasn't embarrascsed me.

JOURNALIST: Why did the Government, Mr Hawkae, not put nhore;

pressure on the Rugby Union to ban these players?

PM: Well, that's something that I would rather loave for a}
later dante. I have at this ctage no reason to baliove ¢hat

the Australian Rugby Union is going to participate or
condona Australian involvement at an official level, o

team level in compatition with South Africa, but the tﬂimiotﬁ3
ag you know, hag written to the Australian Rugby Union, ;and
I am optimiotic that out of the discussions that will take |
place botween thc Miniaster and the Rugby Union that wo yilll
not have any infringement at that level of the Glonsaglgs

Agracmont.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minicter, have you been kept abreast

Apvninpmanta An ¢+he Tw{an Taya hardsy and Lo thoro ocuoq
concern?

PM: No, all I have sceéen at this stage is the reforence [to
twelve, I think, individualoc. That is an ini¢tial eable jthat

I have got. I will certainly be seeking to roamain fully
‘informed, but I have no more details at this ctage.

cupport the committee procecs? It would geam o be,, &

loast supsxficially, a softening of thair hardline position

to dicmantle cparthald now, as they have sgaid.

2
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JOURIALIST: Do you think the frontline stetes in Afrieq ui*:
!
]
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PH: HNo, but I think, CGrog, that that gquestion in that éoxm;'
mis-undorstands what we axe talking cbout. If we wore just.
talking aobout a comittoe process, then I beliove that 3% .«

“;3

would ba unaecaptcble. But it is as part of an overall lopp:

which sddresoocn ourcolwveos e tho quontéon of how in on

cocoptnl,fe and an eoflfoebivoe way wo ococuk o dncwecona ocoarn
DYreosaeo . i+ {n thet condboxt, haviary ¢ho coesummliscos o8 |
eninong pozpons who would ba addzonaing <homnelvos to tn
PYOOIGOO0 of ehango, I ¢think wiithin ¢hat centcent, nel em!

will 4t be aceeptabla, but will be welecnod.
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