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JOURNALIST: Mr Hawke. ... think that the political analysils
might makc comments about the strategics of various parties.
Do you find it rather amazing that John Valder has come out
and actually admitted Lhe strategy of let's sit and watch the

Labor Party put our policies, let them fall out of office
and Lhen let the Libernls fonke oves.
PM: I suppuse at last we have found suvmeone in the Liberal

Party who is approaching honesty. IL is a most devastating
indictment of his own party. Hc says that what has to be done
‘s to slash social services. Here is Lhe leader of the Party,
he has spenl the last 12 months or more attacking my
Covernment. The small sfeps we took in the assets Lest. he said
what we have done is righL. It is not enocugh, you have got

to slash more. He has shown that pensioners, ail the peuple
of Australia in the social welfare system would be in grave
risk. The pensioners would have their incomes slashed even
more. He said in regard Lo {ringe benefits on tax. what we
are doing is right. Not enough. But of course. Mr Peacock.
Mr Howard, ... the job while we are in government of going
around and saying what we are doing is wrong. lLet Labor do
the hard jobs and i{f they gelL back do it even morc. Now let
Mr Pcacock, let Mr Howard stand up and be revealed tor what
they are. Are they going to repudiate this man who tells the
truth about their Peai'ty or are they going to go ¢n and try

and delude the Australian people even more. This has revealed
the Liberal Party, Mr Peacock, the cynical hypocrits, which
increasingly the Australian people will come to know they are.

They will never be trustced again. ‘They shoul!d not have been
trusted before.

JOURNALIST: So you obviously Lake this as a resoundin

support for your policieg, particularly on s’uPPOﬁ Por?fhe Qasse
and the tax ...

PMM: Let’'s read what he suys. He said don't fiddle around
with this talk of privatisation. He says it is just tiddling
at lhe cdges. What you have got to do is slash Lhe social
wegfarg. He said what happened over even the assets test,
which if I can be a little candid. you know remarkable for
someone in the Liberal Party. hc is the President. I1f 1 can
be a little candid on what he Lhought was a private progranm.
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PM cont: But here it is. Hc said about the assets testi, it \

"was a very small step in the direction” the l.iberal Party
should take.

JOURNALIST: It looks like it is Valder versus Peacock. Any \
predictions on where,it is going ...

\
PM: NO it is nol just Valder against Peacock. It is Valder |
against thc sham, the hypocrisy and deceit embodied by Mr \
Peacock. Mr Peacock is an illustration of thc tactic of the
Liberal Party in this country. They recognise. as indeed Mr |
Peacock did on the backbench in 1981, they recognised the \
truth, the necessily for tne welfarc of this country, for tLhese,
things to be done that we are doing. They are saying no, in
public we will get up and we will tell lies. We will say
we arce against what the CGovernment is doing in the assets test,
against what we are doing with the fringe benefit. And hope
that Lhe Labor Party will do them, and the population will \
be bLurned against the lLabor Party by our of Lhe Liberal Party.
hypocrisy and lies. And then when we get back in, not
repudiate what the Labor Party has done, but do even more to
cut deeply into social welfure. So it is not Valder against ‘
Peacock, it is in part. Tt is Valder against a!l the sham \
and hypocrisy of these people. Now what we want to hear from
Mr Peacock, is he going Lo try and sack Mr Valder for telling
the truth. WE want to bhear from Mr Howard. What is Mr lloward |
gning to do? Because Mr Howard agrees with Mr Valder. It

is an interesling scenario which we will all be watching with
very., very great interest.
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