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PRIVIE MINISTER

This is the complete text of the 1984 Australian
Labor Party Policy Bpzech. An edited version
will be delivered by the Priwe Minister,

the Hon R.J. Hawke, at the Opera House at

lpm, 13 RNovember 1¢84.

My fellow Australians,

When from this place in February 1983 1 first asked for
your support, I sought from you an act of great trust.

Our ration was then in deep crisis - the worst econonmic
crisis for more than fifty years; and a searing crisis of t.he
national spirit, after a decade of confrontation and division.

Unprecedented circumstances demanded unprecedented
responses.

Therefore, on behalf of the Australian Labor Party, I
asked for your support, your co-opcration - and your active
participation - in & course of action and a new national approach
which had never been tried in Australia in peacetime - the course
of national reconcjiliation, national recovery and mational
reconstruction. '

: The last twenty months have seen the supreme vindication
of that trust -~ not only the trust you placed in us, ané the new,
untried approach we offered; but much more important, the trust
you expressed in yourselves, as a people, as a nation - that
given leadership, we Australians could be brought together, we
could work together; we could, together, beat back the crisis,
restore hope, restore growth, confidence and a sense of united
purpose to this natiorn.

And together, we have done it.

But now, my fellow Australians, on 1 December 1984, you
are called uvpon to make a very different decisicn, in very
different circumstances, for very different purposes:

. hot, this time, as it was then, a decision to
fight against a deepening economic and social ecrisis;
but now, to consolidate, sustain, and build upon

the great gailns we have already achieved together:

. not, this time, to end the confrontation angd
divisiveness of a decade, but to build a new
decade of mational)l unity, national purpose and
national progress;

. not, thisc time, to restore positive econonic
growth from negative; but to ensure that the




benefits of our econcmy ~ now the world's
fastest-groving cconemy = are fully and fairly
gharad by all sections of the community;

. &and to build, in our time, @ nation {oremost
among the nations of the world, in freedom
and fairness for all.

Never in living memory have the people of Australia had
a clearer choice to make.

And never have they had a more important choice to
make. -

The Opposition has destroyed any vestige of ¢redibility
by the must negative election campaign any cf us can remember.
But long before that, their credibility was destroyed by their
known zecord in Covernment and their known reccord in Opposition -
more especially their recent performance.

And let me make this clear: .

We of the Australian Labor Party do not ask you, the
people of Australia, to take us on trust.

The only trust I seek is the continuance of the trust we
have striven to earn in the past twenty months ~ the trust - the
mutual trust that we have tried to build with and between all
sections of the community, your trinst that we will continue to
put Australia first.

And let me make it clear, from the opening of this
carpaign - as 1 made it clear from the opening of the last
campaigh - we are not in the business of making grandiose
spending proposals of the kind our opponents have been throwing
around. We are not offering a grxab-bag of unrelated,
unachievable election promises. We are noti offering a fistful of

dollars.

It is imperative that the sound economic management we
have given Australia continves. W#We pledge that it shall
continue.

We are not going to endanger all that has been achieved,
and the enduring advances, the real and lasting benefits for all

Australians we can achieve in the years ahead, by a vote-buying
gpree.

There is a new spirit of confidence in Australia.

And never has that confidence been more soundly based.
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Auctralia stands ot & oplendid - but critical - point in
its history.

Splendid, because of all we have achieved together since
KHarch 1983.

But critical, because the alternative offered - indced,
explicitly threatened - by this Opposition, is & return to the
path which produced the disasterc of two years ago - the highest
number of Australians thrown out of work since the Great
Depression; the longest period of high inflation; the highest
interest rates; growth in reverse; home ownership placed beyond
the reach of an ever-increasing percentage of Australian
families; and above all, a return to policies and attitudes
which produced unparalleled division in the nation.

I put to you a simple guestion: will you risk
everything we hsve achieved together, to return to all that?

This Opposition asks you to reject the very meaning of
211 that we have bcen able to achieve together - not our.
Government alone, but all the sections of the Australian
community who have contributed 5o much to the recovery by their
restraint, by their responsibility, by their initiative, by their
co-operation.

It is an Opposition of despair - an Opposition which
begrudges Australia's new success and prosperity ~ an Opposition
opposed to the whole spirit of co-operation we ARustralians have
built together.

We pledged ourselves to fight unemployment and inflatior
simultaneously - something which our critics said could not be
done and something which our opponents refused to do, fciled to
do, throughout their seven years of waste and loss.

in the last year more new jobs have been created in
Australia than in any other year in our history. Against their
record of two hundred thouvsand jobs lost, and a quarter of a
million increase in unemployment in a single year, we have
created 270,000 jobs in the eighteen months since the Rational
Economic Summit began its work of regeneration.

We are going to maintain that effort. We will fulfil
the pledge we made at the last election, to create half a millior
new jobs within three years. 2And we will continue to create jobs
more rapidly than the labour force grows, so that ovnemployment.
will continue to fall.

We have more than halved inflation. Building on our
achievement of the lowest inflaticr for thirteen years, inflatior
over the next year will be less than five percent. We aim to keep
it below five percent.
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Ve pl@dgéd ourselves o restore growth to the Australian
econony .

In the last year, Australia has experienced the
strongest growth on record - the strongest growth of any of the
member countries of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development. In the world‘'s economic stakes, we are winners
again,

We are goiné to keep Rustrglia where it is now
internationally recognised to be - among the frontrunners of the
world's industrialised economices.

We pledged ourselves to end the needless confrontation
and disruption in industry. Industrial gdisputation is at the
lowest level for sixteen years.

We are going to keep it that way.

We pledged ourselves to bring home ownership once again
within the reach of ordinary Australian families - to end that
senge of despair and frustration that was beginning to engulf
thousands vpon thousands of young people seeking their own homes.
We have increased public housing support by fifty percent. We
introduced the FPirst Home Owners Scheme, to bring home ownership
within the reach of thousands of young Australians of limites
means. The number of new houses being built in Australia has
increased by one third. A

And we are going to keep it that way. 1In the next
twelve months, 145,000 new houses will be built in Australia, an
increase of forty percent over the level of two years ago. A&angd
beyond the next year we will maintain at least this level of
housing activity, and ensure that our housing industry never
again slumps into the contraction and despair of the year before
we were called to office.

The overall picture for Australia - in stark cantrast to
the grim realities of twenty months ago - is this:

~ never in the last Jdecade -~ and more - has therc been
anything like the combination of favourable economic
prospescts that now exist: consumer confidence at record
levels; businegs confidence and business investment
restored and growing by the month; the housing
irdustry buvoyant; manopfacturing production rising;
industrial dicputes dramatically down; interest rates
declining; employment up; inflation down.

With a record like that, is it any wonder that
Paul Reating has been nmominated as the world's best Treasurer?
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Thix is the base - the ctrongest for Gecades -~ on wvhich
we ¢can build, together, an even better and fairer Australia.

The RAceord

The cornerstone of the foundations we have laid is the
Prices and Incomes Accord.

After seeing every fitful attempt at recovery in the
last decade dissipate in @ new round of price and wage increases,
the Australian economy {& now growing while inflation is falling.

The continued success of the Accord is the absolute
condition for achieving a sustained recovery without inflation.

The Accord provides the framework for business to wake
major new investments with a new confidence.

We pledge ourselves to maintain the Accord, and all the
benefits that fiow from it. .

Our opponents are committed to its destruction.

They propose to dismantle everything which makes the
Accord verk,

They propose to end central wage fining based on wage
indexation, and to close down the instituotions which give form
and substance to the Accord, the Economic Planning Advisory
Council, the Rdvisory Committee on Prices and Incomes, and the
Prices Surveillance Authority.

But beyond that, they stand against the whole spirit of
the Accord - the spirit of co-operation, and the process of
consultation between Government, business and uwnions, which has
enabled Australia, at last, to break out of the cycle of
inflation mnd recession.

But the sabotage of the Accord and its achievements
threatened@ by their proposals reaches even deeper, with policies
vwhich could have only one result - the unleashing of another
burst of inflation and a new wage explosion.

Theires is a recipe for economic éisaster,

The central achievement of the past twenty months -
rastored growth with reduced inflation - would be wrecked, with
@ll that would mean for employment, for interest rates, and for
the standard of living for the weaker sections of the community,
especially our young and our pensicners, for everything that
millions of ordinary ARustralian can now hope for themselves and
their families.
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Hy fellov Australians,

In Februvary 1583 X pladged my Party, my Government,
myself, to o program of national reconciliation, national
recovery, netional rvoconstruction, Each part of that program

interlocks.

And 1t is through the path of reconcilistion leading to

recovery - by which so much has already
can now, in our next term, continue the
strong foundstions we have laid towards

1 repeat: we refuse to put at
won, by irresponsible electioneering in

been achieved - that we
task of building upon the
national reconstruction.

risk all that has been
this carpaign,

We offer a continuing, coherent program - a
firm ordering of priorities to build a prosperous, fair and
caring socliety; a strong and dynamic metion harnessing to the
full the talents of our people to meet even more effectively the
challenges and opportunities of an increasingly complex world and
an increasingly competitive Western Pacific region, in which our
destiny has placed us fecrever; and a nation in which, as we
strive to meet those challenges and to reach those goals, all
Augtralians, wvhatever {heir background, can truly feel that they
are involved, that each has a part to play, in the real life and

growth of a great nation.

NATIONAL PRIORITIES

The Australian Laber Party is the Party of Growth,
Equity, and Peace. I offer the Australian people the
unswerving commitment of our Government to the promotion in
Australia - and in the vorld to the extent that it is within our
power to do so -~ of Growth, Eqguity and Peace.

Towards these great goals, we now set these priorities

for our mext term:

- The maintenance of strong economic and employment
growth with low inflation; and te this end, newvw
initiatives to remove impediments to Australia
applying our resources to the most productive uses,

and to strengthen industry;

- a genuine reform of the Australian tax system to
premote growth gnd to ensure that the benefits of
that growth are fairly shared and bring lasting
relief on personal income taxes to the millions

of ordinary Australian taxpayers. hat we mean

by tax reform is that the hard work of the erdinary
Australian is not unfairly penalised;
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~ & concerted effort to attack the cauces of poverty
and ineguality in our midst, to climinate unemployment
and to create a falrer coclety:

- a drive to raice the leovels of educatien, health
and the other commurity services for all Australians;

- and to continue, with renewed vigour based on
your renewed mandate, our unremitting efforts in the
cause of peace and nuclear disarmament.

RECONSTRUCTICN AND GROWTH

The task of building upon the strong foundation we have
1aid for national reconstruction requires first of all that the
conditions which built national recovery continue: co-operative
industrial relations, and fiscal and monetary policy designed to
support gradual reductions in interest rates and strong economic
growth without any resurgence of inflation.

We have established these conditions in the past twventy
months, and undertake to maintain them through the iife of the
pext Parliament, and for as long as the Bustralian people
continue to charge us with responsibility for national
recongtruction.

And beyond the maintenance of these favourable general
conditions, we will continue to work systematically on long-term
structural reforms designed to raise the capacity tor sustained
growth: in trade; in education; in the effective use of
technology; in business deregulation; in manufacturing and
rural industry, transport and other key economic sectors; and in
taxation reform.

The strengthening of Australia's capacity for sustained
gtrong growth requires much greater export orientation of
Australian industry. This 8emands the continuation of our
efforts to raise productivity and improve international
competitiveness, as well as to pursue an active trade pnlicy.

The destiny of the secure, dynamic, prosperous and fair
gociety which we are building lies in the Asia-Pacific region,
and especially the Western Pacific region.

The industria) transformation of Japan, the rapid
ipdustrialisation of Roreza and most of ASEAN, and now the
emergence as a najor new participant in the international
community of a dynamic China determined rapidly to modernise its
econony, provide a great challenge and opportunity for Australia.

Trade Policy ,
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We are living through hictery’s most dromatie zeshaping
of the world economy, 05 the centre of gravity of vorld cceonomie
life ohiftc to the West Pacific Reglion to which we belong.

In the years ahead, we vwill continue to build eon the
constructive and ¢lose relations that ve have established with
the couvntries of ASEAN, with Japan and China, and with our
Southwest Pacific meighbours.

We will continue to build an environment of confidence
amongst governments and peoples within which productive
interdependence can prosper.

Australia must be more than a passive beneficiary of the
growing East Asian demand for foodstuffs and raw materijals.

Our resources and the talents of our people call for a
nev role: Australians as suppliers of advanced services,
specialised technology, and manufactures embodying high skills,
as well as the primary products which have been the ttadxt1ona1
mainstays of our foreigyn trade. .

The Department of Prade and an upgraded Trade
Commissioner Service have been reoriented towards a targeted
approach in key markets such as China, Japan, North Amerjca and
the Middle Bast, including the provision of more effective
support for exports of advanced services and manufactured goods.

We will cobntinue to defend strenuously Australia's
interests in internatiocnal forums against unfair and often
subsidised competition in world markets, for our prospective
exports of processed and canufactured goods as well as for our
traditional agricultural exports.

The fruits of our continued efforte in trade policy will
be harvested in their contribution to growth and rceceonstruction
in Australia over the next three years, and beyond into the
twenty-£ixrstl centusy.

The New Technology Challenge

National reconstruction and the enhancement of sustained
growvth vill require beavy investment in education, training and
retraining, and a redirection of our education effort to ensure
that it prepares our young people better for productive and
creative lives in a complex and rapidly changing modern world.

This concern for the gquality and relevance of education
has csused the Government to initiate inguiries into tertiary
education through the Commonwealth Tertiary Education Commission,
under f{¢ts chairman, Bugh Hudson, and into secondary and primary
education under the Vice-Chancellor of the Rustralian National

/%




Y

Universiey, Profctsor Poter Rarmel. %hose reports will provide
the Covernuwent with a busisc for cacuring that the substanticliy
iner=aced rasources which ve will make cvaileble to ebucatien at
all levels are used in the most corffeetive way im the ycors ahead.

Yo succeed ir building ¢ Qynamie, prosperous and pacure
Auvstralia it d5 ecsential that we have availoeble and apply the
world's best technology. The strengthening of technical and
applied scientific education iz essential to this end. Our pure
scientific xesecarch effort has been at the forefront of ¢he
world, and we will continue to maintair the very large Australian
Government effort in scientific research through our Dniversities
and C.8.I.R.0. But we have to recognise that our application of
new technology to many areas ©f industry has lagged behind.

"Sustained high growth 4n Australia will reguire greater
and more systematic application of the best technology to all cur
industry.

In recognition of this weakness in our natfonal resesrch
and development effort, we have promoted a greatly increased flow
cf funds to enterprises applying new technoleogy through the
Hanagement Investment Companies.

Research Concession

o further encourage this effort, we intend to allow 150
percent of genuine expernditure within Australias on research and
development to bt deducted ageinst income for taxation purposes,
This will mean that the effective cost of research and
development tc the investor will be only thirty-one percent of
increased expenditure. We expect this initiative to expand
substantially the research and éevelopment effort within
Austiralian business, and assist also in the revitslisation of the
established resesarch communities. All research and development
expenditure will qualify, unless it is within projects which
elready receive assistance under R & D Grant Bchemes.

Business Deregulation

The reconstruction of Australia needs the systematic
removal of unhecessary institutienal and legal impefiments to
applying our national resources to their most productive uses.

In consultation with the Businees Council of Rustralia,
the Confecderation of Australian Indusiry, the Australian Council
of Trade Unions, the Hational Farmers Federation, and the
Australian Chamber of Commerce, we have begun £o0 review the great
volume of laws and regulations affecting business which have
accumulated over the past eighty-four years of the Australian
Pederation. They £all with particular impact en gcmall business.
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Our reforms 4m Ghe fimancicl sector §llustrate our
appreach ond domonstrats ouvy eosmitmzat to the abandonment of
uwnpeessury regulation.

Over the ¢term of the mext Parlicment we will zemove
legislation and regulation which is dawaging te busincss and
enployment expansion, and which 45 not justificd as am efficient
means of promoting econecmie ond socisl objectives.

National reconstruction requires us ¢o go beyond these
general improvements in ¢the aconomie and business environment to
specific approaches to key sectors of our economy.

Manuf&cturing Industry Policy

It is an absolute condition of national reconstruction
that our rmanufacturing sector = lacking direction and in decline
for a decade before this Labor Government took office ~ be
restored as a source of national growth.

tie will continve to take action to strengthen - .
mapufacturing industry within the framework of consultative
processes already created, involving manufacturers, unions angd
Covernment. The Government has demonstrated i{n steel, motor
vehicles and other indust¢tries that these processes can lead to
pelicies and agreements which raise investment and produetivity,
and strengthen the industry’s capacity to compete &t home &and
abread, consistently with the wider community‘s interest in
quality products at more competitive prices.

The steel and motor vehicle plans have been
characterised by a high degree of consultation and analysis
involving government, unions and business; by emphasiz on the
nced for ipvestment, productivity growth and ctrengthened
competitiveness directed at long-term employment security; by
gradual change towards wmore productive industry; and by
government assistance in forms which protect the interests of the
wider Australian community.

In addition to these successful initiatives vhich have
given nevw hopz and iife o majoxr sectars of Anstralian
manufacturing industry which for nmany years had been in great &nd
increasing difficulty, the Labor Government has implemented mafor
inctitutional reforms of general assistance to the manufacturing
sector as a whole. The ehicf amoagut these sre the
reconstruction of the Industries Assistance Commission and the
hRustralian Industries Development Corporation and the Australiazn
Manufacturing Council.

tie have honoured our pledge ¢0 save the Australian steel

industry. Hov it has become & gource of cecurc cmployment and of
real strength for t¢he Bustraelian economy.
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Lt last manufacturing cmpleyment is grewing neain,
contrasted with the massive declinme over the previous ton yoara.

But ¢the main task lies zghead,.

Zhe Government will continue to treat §ndustrics on o
cectoral basis vhere, as with motor vehieles and steel, this
cpproach ceems likely to lead to cdjustment to new conditions and
to growth. The strategy will rcquire the active promotion of
re-inveetment in modern industry; encovragement tu install the
best technology to achieve competitive manufacturing vnits; and
promotion of new and improved products £rom Australian industry,
based on recearch and development which is more strongly oriented
to industry. A task early im ouvr second term will be the
development of an effective approach to maintaining in Rustralia
a strong and efficient heavy engineering industry.

Defence Indust:y - Submarines

Cur Government {5 determined that there shall be the
maximum practicable involvement by Australian industry in defence
equipment programs.

Ve will ensure that Australian industry shares to the
maximum extent in the development, construction and maintenance
of the new zubmarines to replace the Oberon class f£rom the early
1930s.

Rural Policy Speech

In the task of national reconstruction it is erucial
that. our roral sector be recognised for the fuendamental
contribution it makes to our economy and to our society, and
the major eontribution it hes made %0 our recovery since March
1983. No Australian resource is more important than our land -
our &o0ils, water and vegetation. No sector of Australian
industry ic more important than our primary industries - still
Australia's major source of export income. ‘

The nceds of the four and & half million people who live
and vork outside the major citice are at the forefront of the
Gevernment®s concerns. (le recognise that dictance im this vast
country capn create problems for country people and &s we
implement ocur polfcies during our second term in the field of
health, education, transport and communications, the special
nceds of country people will have a high priority.

We have imtroduced a National Beoil Conservation Program
to try to halt the massive degradation that threatens more than
half our &gricultural iocrd., We have introeduced fisheries
rnanagement programs to brimg our fish stocks baek from the brink
of collapse. Over the next Rerm we will continuve to develop
these pyrograms.
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I vill glve the detailc of iaobor's rural poliey ot
Draidale, New South Walor, on Sunday, 18 November,

Transport

To provide the {fullest cupport fer the national
reconstruction cffort, amd ¢to maximise our ouport epportunities,
ve need an @fficient national trancport gystem.

To this end the Government has fincreased road
construction and road safety procrams in Australia by more than
fifty percent,

e will continuve the greztest road-building and
maintenance program in Mustralia’s history.

within the next three years, the national highway
system ©ill be brought te an all-veather, dust-free and
flood-free standaid.

The Bume Righway will be completed as & four-lane and
nostly dual carriagevay £rom Sydney ¢o Melbourne.

The Bruce Highway will be transformed to give the
groving cities of Worth Queensland the genuine highway standard
link they peed and deserve.

We have initiated the most comprehensive overhaul ever
undertaken of Rustralia'’s national transport system.

We will continue this overhaul and, as a matter of
priority, éevelop a cohesive Australian Land Transport Program,
and give consideration to its financing by an indexed share of
existing fuel excise, 80 as to provide eontinuity to our road
buiiding effort, and to include upgrading ¢f our main lanéd rail
system as part of an industry restructuring package to be
negotiated with rail unions and management.

TAX REFORM

A second major challenge for our next term of office {s
reform and @ complete overhaul of our tax cystem. That will bz
of fundamental importance to the task of national reconstruction.

The tax cuts wvhich are now being enjoyed are the £irst
dividend of economic recovery and growth being paid to the
ordinaxy taxpayers of Australia.

Unlike the froudulent cuts of 1977 - the notorious

fistful of dollars which wvere gnatched back imme8iately after the
election — I cen guarantee you'll keep our tax cuts!
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And unlike any previouns ¢on euts for nmere thon o decade,
¢helr zecal valuve to the toxpayers eof hustrelis will mot be
£ilched by the theft of double-digit inflotien.

She tan cvio are the first element in eur uvndertoking o
osechicve genuine tax reforn, and o provide ton gellief foxr the
taxpayers, but partieuvlarly the middle and low income Qurners -
of Lugtralia -~ the ordimary harG-vorking hustrelians vho pay as
they earn. ’

The second element is ¢our continuing attack on the tax
avoifance {ndustyry which, throughout the years of the previous
Government, became Australia’s {astest-growing industry.

Our capacity to smash Che tax a&voidance in&ﬁstry hes
been hampered by the Opposition which by obstructing legislation
in ¢he Senate to close notorious loopheles, has effectively cost

the orainary,., bonest taxpayers of Australis hundreds of nillions
of dollars.

That i5 one of the recasons why wve ask every Australian
voter wvho supports our Government in itc effort to smash the tax
avoidance industry completely - 8s we are now well on the xoad
tovards doing - to ensure that our Government in the House of
Representatives is supported by a majority in the Senate.

We will re-intrefuce the twice-rejected legislation and,
vith a Schate majority, we can complete our work of smashing the
tax avoidapce industry in Australia once and for all.

The third element - a thoroughgoing review and reform of
the entire tax system - will be centrxal to all our tasks in our
second terw.

‘ Our tax reform will be preceded by widecpread community
consultations, and will proceed on the basis on nine cleavy
principles and objectives. The Governwent's nine principles of
taxation reform are:

. First, there must be no increase in the overall
tax burden, as wmeasured by the share of
Commonwcalth Goveramment reveanue in gross domestic
proeduct.

. Second, any reform must continue the process alrcady
begun by this Govermment, and provide further major
cuts in personal income tax.

o Third, taxation changes must eontribute to scmashing

tax avoidance and evacion which remain as features
of the tax system which the Government inherited.
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. Pourth, ony rcefoxm must dead %26 0 pimpler gystes
vhich therefore 2ll Avstrolions can understand
more casily, and Uhlch thercfore makes taxn
aveoidance and cvasion noge cifficult.

. ¥ifeh, ony reform packnge ust zeoult dn o tan oystem
' which $s falizer, 80 that Auptralians are only
reguired to pay ¢ax accozding to their capacity
to pay, and the overall soystem must be progressive.

° Bizth, any tax reform wuct not disadvantage recipients
of velfare baencfits, and should reduce or remove
spoverty traps®.

. Seventh, if any reform package vwhich includes changes
in indirect texes is contemplated, it must be
accepteble to the wvarious groups in the Australian
community whose response will determine whether
we cab maintain mederstion in wage movements.

. Eighth, any reform must provide the best possible
climate for investiment, growth and employment in
Australia.

. Ninth, any reform paclkage must have widespreazd

cowmmunity support, including support at a widely
representative RNatlional Tax Susmit of economic
organisations and community groups.

tle therefore propcse to convene a widely representative
National Tax Summit during the third quarter of 1985.

and at that Summit we chall take specifie steps to
ensure that the citizens of Auvstraiia &are directly represented in
their role as taxpayers.

hen at the last election I foreshadcwed t¢the Naticnal
Economic Surmit Conference as the first step tovards national
reconcilintion and recovery, there were those who said it
wouldén't work, and the scoffcrs vho said 1t was an ab&xcatzon of
the role and responsibility of the Goverament.

I made it clear then, and I made it clear at the Summit
itself, that t¢here would ke no ubdication and that the clected
Government would exercise in fvll measure 3its role ond
responsibility for the economic managenent and the economic
declision~making of this country.

That of course ig what we have done, &nd vill continue
to Go.
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The greut wnd complen tach of tax reform has beon made
frmcacurably more Gifficuit by the foilures of thirty yearso of
Coalition rule, the ficompotcnee and cieesses of their Final
ceven ycars, ond the present cominance of short-term politienl
expediency in theix eontribution to the tox dSebate.

I om confident that Che task of tax reform will be
advanced by bringing to it the concept of consultation ané
co-operation vhich has already preoduced such oplendid results ond
such enduring benefits for the people of Australia.

TCIARDS A FATRER AUSTRALIA

The third great challenge for the Covernment duringes its
second ¢term - 8 challcnee vhieh is basic to the objectives of the
hustralian Labor Party and this Laboy Government - 45 20 Daintain
the pomentum of our first term to create a falrer, more just, and
more cguitable society.

All Austrelians - wvhether as individuals, or 48 members
of familics - hnow that the Government®s success since agsuming
cifice im achieving non-inflationary growth must eontinue if
their best hopes for themseives, for their fumilies, are to be
aet.

There's nothing abstract about the welfare of the
Australian fsmily. What concerns the ordinary Australian family
ig: .

that there should be jobs available now for
parents and in the future for their children;

that they can purchase their own home at a reasonable
cost and not have teo face crippling interest
repayments; '

that their children can recelve an education which
equips them in the best possible ways for their
lives ahead;

thet they and their ehildren have access to hecalth
care at reasonable cost; and that throughout
‘their lives, but particulorly im their old age,
their income and savings are unot ercded - by
inflation.

And ebove &ll, that every Australian family has the
opportunity to meintain and improve its standard of iiving.

And that's vhere ouy cfforts heve been directed and will
continue ¢o be directed.

/16




S W TRE .

46
Lnd our effeorts to conowrc that thece ospirotions of
prdinary Lustroldon femiles eon be zoolisaed, will centimue
voremittingly durding cuy Oecond ferm.

Chiyd Core

in ovr first tve Budgets, ve have Jdouvbled the resouvrces
for child care services. Fhis is o cemmitment ¢o benefit both
women in the vorikforce cnd ¢hose who choeose the home. In our
pent terxrm we will provice ac a ratter of high priorfity further
substantial increases in the bumber of child care piocses.

+n the next three years we will ercate an additional
20,000 places for child care.

There are two groups in our comwmunity wvho are
particularly exposed at times of economie and social change, and
for whom the Government has @ special gesponsibility. They are
the young, on whose shoulders will rest the future of our pation:
end the aged who have contributed co rzuch to ¢he nation that we
have inherited. - .

Schools

The Govzrxnment has alzready contributed in 8 number of
significant ways %o helping the yousng. In primary and ceconbary
educaticn we have both provided greater stability &b funding, and
substantial funding increases foy. Government ond non-Government
schools over the next eight years. Ve bave ended the divisive
and sterile Btate Aid debsate vhieh distracted attention from
erucial educztion issues. Jver the next eight vesar perisd
Government schools will receive a real increase of 49.3 porcent
and. non~Goveranment achools & real incxease of 17.2 percent.
These funds will be used in the most effective way both ¢o
improve cuality of education, and to provide incentives ¢o remain
in the educetion stream.

Tertiary

At the tertiary level the Government has also provided
the first significant injection of additional resources for morxe
than ceven years. As a8 result, at least 15,000 more studento
will nttend Universitics and Colleyes of Advanced Bducation by
1987, and a further 15,000 Sull-vime places vwill be created én
Technical and Purther EBducation institutions.

Youth Ewmployment

The CGovernment's concegrn Ffor youth has extended vell
beyond formal cducaticn, and inte lts labour market and training
pregrems. There bhas been an incresse of 46 parcent in the
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Coirmunity Vouth Buppert Beheme, a program vhich the previeuvs
eoslicion Guvernment soucht to abelish. Yhe trade training
program hot fncressed by tuenty-cight prreent over the laost
Duéget of the previous Government. Our ollocatiens for Youth
- Zraining Prougrems in each of our first tvo Budgeis was around
ceventy-five pereent higher than thst provided by the previous
cozlicion Government i4n 10C2-83.

ns well, of course, our youth has benefited
substantially from the Community Umployment Program, which has
been the Government’s major imitiative &n providing worthwhile
cnplovment opportunities for the long-term unemploycd and other
disadvantaged job scekers, who would not otherwise directly
benefit from eCONOMiC XeCOVery.

The Goverhment 35 concerped te ensure that our job
creation programs give rise to the development of wore permanent
opportunities. accordingly we will e establiching a RNew
Enterprise Incentive Schewe on the pilot basis during 1984-B5.
ohis scheme will be implemented as a joipt Federal/State
program. Unemployed people with viable business propositions
will be cligible ¢o receive continued income cupport frem the
Pederal Government for up to @ year vhile they establish their
oun =mall enterprise. Ar allowance broadly cguivalent to the
unemployment benefit will be paid to eligible participants in
the scheme, who are unemplioyed and have & viable business
proposal. UWe are Jdetermined to pursue every avalilable route to
cerure long term employment for thoege 0till out of work.

We will also be exploring the possible extension of
CEP with the private secter. Our objcct is to assist the
unemployed back into the permanent woriforce.

?he Government will continve to give a high priority to
youth in its lebour market and training programs during its
second term. We will be guided by the findings of the Rirby
Inguiry inte Labour Market Pregrams and the 0.E.C.D. review of
Youih Policy in Australia.

But above all we must ensure that the level of youth
unemployment in our mation = in many ways our wost scandalous
irheritance from the previcus coalition Govermment - continues to
be steadily reduced during the Labor Government®s gecond term.

“here have been come promicing signs in recent months.
For esxample during the last twelve ronths there has been a
seventeen porcent reduction in the nunber of teenagers ceeking
full-time coployment &nd & twenty-four percent reduction im
teenagers unemployed for meore than six nionths. But the Government
acknowledges that this improvement iz 5till a leong way frxean beling
snod cnough, and further substantisl progress nucst be made duvring
. our second terw.

/28

-————— e O >




e

It do cesenticl Joz ¢he velllelng of cvr natien Chot in
Che vears chead eur yough oheridd hiove nceess to better
ecduvcaticnnl cpportunicics ané to fnproved lobour market ond
troining programs. It io encenticl ¢hut moze jobs be found for
thew, %he policies ve arc pursuving will ensure these fundamentul
objectives azre achicved.

.IOYOYO

2nd it ic occential that the voices of oug young be
heard now. Our Goverpment will be inviting the youth of
Australia to be aective contyributors to and participants in
International Youth ¥Year dm 1985 ond bayond.

We want the youth of Austraelia ¢o be involved &n
planning for ¢heir future and Nustralia’s future.

Ard we mugt specificelly address - gs I will later - ¢he
very real eoncern cf many of our youtn, and do everything in our
pover to cngsure that they do not imherit a world over which hangs
the cpectre of nuclear vear.

.

Agell Care

The other community eroup that is entitled to and will
be given porticular scupport by the Government is th2 2ged. And
the Government has provided such suppodit during its first term.

In recent yyears, reductions to ¢the Consumer Price Indes
a5 & result of changes in heal¢h imsuvance arrxangements have
provided p@ngxoners vith & graphic illustration of the differing
attitudes of the major political parties towards pensioners.

When confronted with the opportunity ¢o compensate
pensioners with a special adjustwent for their changes t¢o
Medibanlk, the coalition CGovernment bluntly and callously
refused.

When faced with the same decision in i¢s last Budget,
my Government uvnhesitatingly made a special adjustment and added
2 bonus a5 well.

In 1984/85, as vell as inderation adjustments, the basie
retes of nll pensiens have been incrcuced to §2.50 & week for
single pensioners and §4.20 o wezk for married pensioners.

I leave it to thc pensioners of Rustralia to judge for
themselves which Party truly protects pensicners® interests. Aré
I do that with complete confidcence inm the verdict.

In nddition the entra acsistunce for those particularly
ncedy pensicners who rept privately bas been increased by £ifty
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aareont or OB o week. “hore have ckco keen pubstantiol zisoe &n
apsictencs Yeor the uncmplevod, tune ¢hildren 6f low Income
Fomilies, Ghe handicuppced, ard cige Lor aged and dicabled pernoas
necowaclation,

e will establich o nevw cost=chared home and cenmdunity
care pregrom. This will intogrete ouisting pregrams into a
single pregrem and expand into zev aress with gubstantially
increased funding.

e will mrovide increcacged cupport for aged and disabled
people to help them remain in their cwn bomee and their own
naighbourhoecds and to rcmove as far as vwe can & burden of
anniety cnd £rustrztion. When they wish to, our elderly should
be able to renain in thelr famiiiar environment, and be given
assistence through meals-on-wvheels, home nursing, house
maintenance and other sexvices to meet their needs.

Over the next three ycurs, our Government will
contribute $300 million to ¢this integrated program.

©o co-ordinate the provision of all Government scervices
to the elderly, ve will establich early in our next term an
Office of Nged Care. It will estoblish priorities of need fox
oged and zetired people, 0gsess faeilities throughout Australia
end bring together the legislotion and service provigions
currentiy scettered arcund various Government €epartments.

Assets Test

There is nho part of this election campaign that hes been
more cruel ¢than the calculateld ctitempt to create needless
confusion and anxiety among the aced and other pensioners in our
community over the assets test. It has been introduced by the
Government oS & nececsary suppicment to the existing income test
to ensure that there is the fairest &nd most eguitable
distribution of resourczs to pensioners.

The desperate attempts by ¢he Opposition to use thic
icsue to scare those pedple who bhave contridputed so much ¢o our
nDation in peace and war are to be deplored. Those gcare ptories
are utterly wvithout foundation. The assets test will affect only
two percent ©f all pensioners. In 1%84/85 the increase in
payments to all pensioners will total $655 million - about
fifteen Cines the revenue genercted in a full year by the assets
tect.

ARG that's the real proof of our concern for
pensioners.

And I give four unequiveeczl ecommitments about
the assets test:
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Phe £iroce o Ghot choy w31l mever see moelnl ceeurlty
dncpoctors dn thelr homes.

Zhe ccecend o ¢hot the informetion gathered fer the
assets test vill not be nsed for amy other revenue purpose.

The ¢hird 1o ¢hat the csesets test will net be node more
stringent vy this Goverwment. Indeed we have indexed the imits
to ensure that this decs met hoppen.

And Zourthly, we will continue through the Office of
Aged Core o monitor the assets test carefully to ensure that it
i falvly administered.

The worst thing that the Auatralian pensioners have to
fear - wvhether they be the mninety-eight percent totally
vnaffected by the assets test, cor the Lwo percent who are in some
vay a<fected - would be a return to ¢the level of inflation which
existed under the Libercls with its devastating fimpact en thelr
living gtandards.

But wve will 8o more than just protect the pensioners of
Australia from the ravages of xonewed inflation.

We will continue to engure that they all ghare in the
pew prospexrity.

hnd specifically we will continue o work towards the
gecal of raising the basic pension rate to twenty-five percent of
average wveekly earnings.

Veterang Affairs

In Veterans' Affairs, ¢he Government, in its second
term, will take further initiatives to inprove benefits and care
for our war veteran community. The Government accepted itg
responsibility to Vietnum veterans by establishing the Royal
Commission they sequested,

The Repatriation Legiclation Amendment Aect will Be the
basic of .the long overdue overhoul of the pension~determining
System, and will ecnd the delays and procrastination which plague
the gystem.

Tle will, next vear, introduce the Veterans Bntitlements
Bill te simplify the present confusing and often contradictory
legislation dealing with veterans'® entitliements. There will be
close concultacion with ex-service orgarisations before the
legicliation ip introduccd. But one undertuking I can npov give -
var wicows will ke alloved to zetuln their pensions and troatment
ligibility Lif they remurry.
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in d¢e coensaltntlive arrangomenis, ¢he Government kas
Peen grectly encouvraged by Ghe eloce working relationchip £t hus
clrendy critublichesd vich vopresansrtives cf the veterang®
cermunity und it looks fouverd ¢o mainteining thic releticnship
i futurc years.

“ae Government also intendés ¢o continue uvwpgrading
rapatriction hosplitals o Heet the needs of an ageing veteran
cownunity, Zhis will complement the widely-praised Veterans Bome
Help scheme, Which greatly ossisto fraild sged vetersns to
maintain thelr independence,

Haalth

One of the Government's most significant contributions
to o foirver and more eqgquitable Austzalia during ouvr first texrm
has been in the provision of health and social services, both
areas of great devastaticn under the previous Government. During
our £irxst term, secial service bencfits have been substantially
increased, and health services have been esxtended to all ia ¢he
comnmunity.

With ¢he Introduction of t¢he Hedicare program, Australia
now has, for the {first ¢time, a fairx, affoerdable and stabie healith
insvrance system covering all Australians. HMedicare has put an
end to ¢he eonstant changes in health insurance policy that have
rarked t¢he past decade.

Yet that is precisely what our opponente propogse -~ o
return to ¢he pattern of their years in CGovernment, with foux
ceparate confused and confusing schemes in five years; yet each
scheme leaving at least two millien Austraelians without any
health cover at all. And their new proposals involve three wore
changes - and then abolitien of HMedicare.

I ask for your renewed mandate for Bedicare.

And I now give this undertaking - that for the term of
our next government, the lHedicare levy will not be increased.

tie will extend Nedicare to provide reciprocal health
care arraangements for cwuntries with which Austvalia bas ¢lose
ties, motably Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia, the United Kingdom and
Eire.

The Goverament ie firmly committed ¢to mainetaining a sale
and healthy working enviromment onrd has established, with the
co-operation of the States, a tripartite National Oceupational
Bealth ond Safety Commission to develop a comprehensive national
approach to occupational health and safety.

in ouxr second torxrr the Government wWill concentrate its
health poliey on injitiatives designed to improve the health of
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the ectmunicy, ineluwdine inerenced cmphasic en illmess prevention
cna enleh quareness.

The Labor CGovermment will also upgrode the communicy
heanlth pregrom through on expansion of the existing ceececs of
grovps Swch as pengionern, chiloren and the uncmpleyed e o wide
range of health gervices, imcluding dentistry, physiotherapy,
gpeech ond eccupational therapizts. '

This ycar $38 millien will De provided to the Statas for
these progroms as part of liedicare. '

Pellov Australions, I have stressed the fundamentsl
importance of the maintenance of our policies of growth withou«
inflation in our drive for a faireyr, better Australia.

But the enbanccecment of t¢the guality of 1ife and the
videning of the opportunities ocur great~country should offer to
every fustralian, demand even more than effective economic
management.

It rxeguires a Covermment - & Labor Government -
determined to remove the digfiguroment of discriminatieon frem our
soclety: and a Government determined to save the wich and
diverse beavty of our country, @ Government staunchly encouraging
the special skills and talents of the people.

Btatus of tIosmen

One aroup in our society - indeced half of our population
- vhich has for too long carried the burden of diccrimination -
is women., .

The Government has acted swiftly and decisively to
fulfi)l it commitments ¢o improve the sBtatus of women.

During our £irst term, the Govevnment has taken
substantial steps to improve women's access to employment, ¢o
education and training und to child-cere. Ule have epacted sex
diccrimipation legislotion. With the co-operation of major S
private and public sector emplovers, we have Inftiatod a
wide-raonging pilet program to test our Affirmative Action policy
proposals, prior to their being lcgislated. UWe have
significantly incrcased spznding on chilé-care, appointed the
Nationol Women®s Consultative Committee with substantial back-up
£unding, legisleted for egual cumployment opportunity within the
Mustralion Publiec Serviece, and appeointed oxe ¢han 100 vemen ¢o
Government beards, authorities eor advigory bodies.

Abeorloinzl Affaisrs

A second group ¢that has borne the drunt of
diverinination in our society for teo iong, and uvbhieh ¢he
Covernment has coucht o redress, fis the aborigimal peeple.
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Che next three venrs, dce@lng vwp ¢ ¢he Dicenteunial
yoeny ©f 29388, provide der 0l Nuctrelions ch opportunity -~ and o
responsrbility - ¢o enonce Guel oux oboriginal pzeplco buve a

gacuge and Just ploec fa DHustrozden seciety.

In the nent three yeors, we will eentinue teo cupand on
the dndtictives already taken Gupporeine the Aborigimal community
in ¢he fieirds of euployasat, cluedtion, hovcing, heoleh oné the
nboricingl cuvlture. Bupenditure {ncrecced by more than
tuenty=-scven perecnt in our £izst Budget and by fourteen paresnt
in ¢the current Budget.

The vital metter of lond rights for aborieinal people is
curzently the subjoct of extensive eonsuliations by the
Government. e are well on the way to o just, cguitable ond
enduring colution which assuvres thot the interests of ail parties
age wleguately protected.

Oreanised Crime

It vill not be possible ¢to achiceve o better Rustralia if
our zociety is being weakened by the scourge of drugs ond the
groveh of eroanised erime.

In recent wveeks increased attention has been paid to the
grevth of organised crime in thisg ecountry. The Covernment's
detuiled response on the issue of organized erine was eutlined by
e in & statement to Parliament on 2 October. OCur Goverawment is
committed €O a&n unrelenting attack on orxganised crime. %o this
end, the resources of the Australian Pederal Police will be
substantially increased¢ during our gecond term,

Ve will irnmediately upgrade the AFP's computer capsacity
at a cost of more than $7 million and an acdditional $16 rillion
will be egpent in recruiting an even ptronger force.

Prug Traffie

But our responsibility both ac a community and cs &
Governnent, goes beyond the responsibility to cenforee the law.
In the case of the drug ¢rade, porticularly as it affects our
young people, we must ¢o nore then put those who traffic im drugs
behind burxs. We must cducate orr youth acbout the dawage and
danger ©f drugs, and we must o moxe to rehabiiitate those $n cur
gsoelcty with drug-related problens. One of ny firet teshs after
our re-eleection will be o cell together the Stote Premicrs,
to co-operate vith me im initiating a nutional campalign coeinst
drug abuse. %hisg is onc fight ve musgt £ight tegether, above
party polities, cbove politieal diffzreunces. &nd X an eonfident
ve will, And in prosecvtiing ¢hiv notionnl eanprign, B resources
will be spared to remove this wvil £rom our socicty.
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Ou3r great ¢genld §6 Re croste o ketter and healehicr
coelcty. cnd o natien im Chich Che ercotive tolento of eur peoplc
ore fully Ceveleoptd.

t7e have cubstontially inecreased funding cnd 3upport
for cport wnd recgeetion.

e will waintaln that support,

In our third Budeet we will cerey eut our earlier !
pnéertaking ¢o make available to cpeorts nen and women who are
subject to widely £luctusting incomes within o relatively short
earcer, similar tax averaging provisions to those made aveilable
to farmers.

Lirts

tle now propose to extend that concession to articts in
the performing and visual arts.

e will make sufficient £unds available, in this
finoncial year, to the Australia Council to maintain the real
level of funding for the companies of excellence im the
performing artc.

In the arts ¢the CGovernment will 2lzo maintais its effort
to pupport and stimulate the creative talents of our people at
¢1ll levels in the future, and to preserve oOur heritage 4n this
field, as we have done through t¢he Bational Pilm and Sound
Archive. :

Environment

The 1988 Bicentenary cglebrations will provide a fconl
point for much of the Govermment®s esctivities in the field ~f the
arts and the preservation of our heritage through the development
of museums, libraries and conservation programs durxing our second
tern.

On envirchmentul issves Bustzalia 4o fLortunale iu having
five motural areas which have already been given world heritoge
status beceuse of their vrpigque and outstanding walue ¢to mankind.
The Govermment believes that ve are yet to fully explerc all the
advantages that can be gaincd by baving cuch aress of
international renown. 2In our ceeond term we will consider
nominations from al) Btates for areas they believe chould be
given world heritage status ond we vould work ¢o have these areas
accepted for vorld heritage nomirmation.

Referendums

Oa the first of December, you will mot enly be ached to
continue with us in the work of buildinmg o fairer and bottor
Hhuotyelia.
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You will hove an opportunity to rake o fairer ard dottey
Constitulion for nuwstrallia.

. . ¢
I oek for your cunport < £07 & yes vote = Lo the tve
refervonouwag we ere placing bofore you.

Cvr £lirot roferconldum prenostl will provide for
Bﬁmultanﬁoua clections Zor the Lowse of leprcsentatives ond the
Sencte., This will zedu@o the avabver of clochtions. Goveraments
will be ablc to cet on-vith ¢the jub of govoening ond soste e
taspayers will be gignilicantly Lraueed. This 4g ¢the cone
preposeal submitted ¢o the people Ly the previous Goverament in
1877, pupported by all parties, and, at the polls, by o big
majority of the Australicn people.

Our second reforxendum greposal will allew the
Cocmmonvwealth and the Stetes voluntarily to refer powers ¢o coch
other. %hic will correct the present one~sided sigtuetion vihcre
the States may zefex powvers o ¢he Commonwveanlth, but the
Cemmonvealth 15 not able to refes any of its excliusive powers to
the Btates.

Both these proposels were given f£irm support by the
conlitien - rvight wp ¢to this election zawpaign. Suech 40 the
measure of the Opposgiticn®s prigciples and integrity!

POREIGHN 2OLICY, DEFENCE AND PEACE

o

Pellow Australians, we haove fulfilled the fundamcental
pledge ve nade to you tventy-one rionths ago - to bring
hustralions together im the great tack of recovery frxem the
econcaie orisic which then eonfrontced our nation.

But side by side with economic gecovery, we have marched
towvards recovery of that cense of national self-confidence ond
self-reliance which Australia at its best can shaow ¢o the world,

The alliance with the Daited Statea forged ferty Years
8606 by the Curtin Labor CGovernment is now o more constructive
relationship than it has ever beend in peacetime.

Ule have made ANZUS pore ¢han it has ever becn, & close
and ¢enuine mmrtn@rshﬁpp is vhieh ouvr vievs, even vhen they
@&fﬁer, are firaly apd fronkly craressed and nutually zeopected.
Quy voice i ouvr own, MOt OB echo.

e have added substanece Lo the purtnerchip by increesing
our defence spending cubstanticlly in geal terns. Yhe Covernment
ic committed to maintainicg cianifiennt greuth im defence
spending and a greater Georee of Geofence self-reliconce.
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|
| Ve hieve given pgl ouﬁky ke Cevalopiag Duptroaiin®s
zo?G with eor rClﬁnb e o D@pgg siew Guincn, She HSRaAl
Lebes and the covntrics of ¢he Couth=toet Doeifie, Uc hove
nivizantly anpanced oo .CYG&LQn w ¢h the agrceat povers 6f
“ﬁnn and Jannn. Auotrolin 46 novw ceewn in his seglen no ©
anstrnetive ond eretible paztner,

duvseralia hep never steod hicher 4n the ceuncils 6f the
vozdd. Jto credit ard ercaibilicy ore unsurpassed in our
hictosy. ‘

This vas denmeonstroted very clearly by the reeoxd andate
vhich Austroila wvags qiven Xast nmonth by the vworld community - the
lurgest cver gecorded in the United Nutieons - fLor the seat en the
uQCLflty Counell vhieh we ©ill ¢ake vp in January 1985,

e intend ¢o drav ©n euy new §ntexnat<onal respect ond
eredibility im ¢rder to pursuc fhe ceause of pesce, Orms centrol
ané disarmoment, to whiech this Governmeng has given an
unprececenccd priority.

We wil)l continue ¢o ¢hrow cuch veight as we have behind
all measures aimed at reduneing nuclear srcennls, at achieving
Balanced and verificble arms contkol cgreements between the
supcrpovers, ot ctrengthening the intCrpational nen-proliferation
Te Ane, at ending nuclear testivg, at ereating a Nuclear Free
zonc in the South Pacific regien.

tie will pursue thege cfforts unremittingly, not enly in
¢he councils of the Unitcd Nutions, but through dialogue with the
widc zonge ©f countrics with whem e can talll constructively. It
was our coneccern £or peace {n our region wvhiech led the Government
last year to seek ways to use its access to rosint the resolution
of ¢he Hampuchesn problermn.

hrd in the supreme issuc of world peace, we will mot be
daunted or deterrcd by the Dagnitude of the task abead.

Since the U.S. Pxoaiden°ﬁcl clectiens I have eonfirmed
to ¢he President of ¢he United States the view I have wrged cver
pince our fivst macking - that & frech gtart con be made on
Bootflest gelotienships ane cpecificclly that o mew diclegue
should bzgin os o basic for ceoncrete meacures Lo reduee the
threat of nmeclear war. I have boen encouraged by Presideat
Reagon’s cwn vievs slobng these lines and bave cupresscd o
Preeident Cherneako our deep hope that the Soviet Unlen wild
gesporG pasitively. In Durkicwlar, I wrged uvdub the Soviel
Lcudoer onr vicw ¢ha¢ ve cou on ecurly mmeeting DbBotveen hineelfd and
Trecident Deagon ag being of fiwense valwe Is the search feox
pocitive cteps to reluece the threat of awelcar war.

Ouyr efforts o ecrecte o betvey ond ﬁbaux werld cuztand
doyend arns eontrol and clisivnanent (o beliping the poorey
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esuntrics of ¢he world as ¢hey chruggdle Co golioce thelr otondords
0f Liviaes, ool e iagnt govarty aa¢ £oalne. The Goverpoezat's
acecieratesd ciforts 4o gesponsoe o the vorsening Yamlne inm
?“uiopzao vith nagnificent cupzort Lzoa the Avstraliaon coomunicy
one eeplendic vO’OEGYL%ﬁ@ﬂ Cren pz*vhto 038 ereanisotions hes been
iadicotive of ocur concernh. It 4dg gretifying to wead Teports tnat
Australlien grein hes orrived {n Bthiopie ia vocent Gays and A6 ob
ito way to the starving.

2he Government gubstantislly dncreaped Hustraelio®s ald
vote during ovy £izst term. Now we vwill be working to ensuxe
that eur Gevelopment funds are used as effectively as possible ¢o
cehieve these objectives, in lire with the recommendaticns of the
Jackcon Coxaittee.

1y £ellow Australians,

The high standing and zeputation, the new respect in
vhieh Dustralia is held ground the world, has not been the work
af your Government alone.

It is true that since the fifth ef March 1983, my
collecagues and 1 have vorked unstintingly %o curry out the
undertakings ve gave on behal{ of the Rustralian Labor Party f£or
& program of mationsl} reconciliation, national reccvery, and
national recongtruction.

lo Gevernment in Australia’s history bas a prouder
reeoyd of ¢the faithful £uvlfiiment of its mandate, despite
inherited difficulties of almost unprecedented magnicude.

And 1 am proud indeed to be the leafer of a team with
such a record of achievesnent, with such recognisel talent.

But it is also your own achievement, because the world
has ceen ence more, as it caw in the crisis of war forty years
g¢o, what hustraiians can achieve together, 3£ they can be
brought together ¢to work in a common effort for common goals.

Zhe new world-vide confidence in Rusivalis and its
future in the great oné@ growimng region to whieh we belong, is
$cself a weflection of our nevw self confidence, our confidence in
curgelves ard in our ovwn future.

The mew xespeect for Australia reflects our mew pelf
espect.
I¢ s on ¢he hasis of that confidence in ourxrcelves that
ve now bave an unparallieled opportunity to build an even better,
fairer Austsalio,

Uever ¢then was it so imporziant ¢hat we pgheuld unite to
resiot ard reject those in our wmidst,; whatever their rotiveso,
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vhatover oide or interest they purpsre o represent, Uho would
ek 40 undermine She verv febrie ond foundntion of ovr nevw -
20tioncl celf-confidenee Cind matlionnd Belf-respect,

(W

LHnd at the heart of natientl self-respect lies respect
Lor caeh other and f£fox the rights of ali.

Mnd that hins be=n the principle behind the great truth
shat Che Rustrxralian commenity has cole incxeasingly co xealise
cince Mareh 31983 - ¢tho trutl, that the legitimeate aspirations of
aceh group eagn best be achieved, pot by fighting each other, not
by contrived confliiet, not by setting group against group,
Dustralicns agairst Austrnlians, but by working together,
recognising and respecting each other's rights, reasonable
expectations and fzir sspirations.

“hat is the fundamental prineciple on which we can now
work together to build an Australia dedicated to fairness,
justiec and genuine equality of opportunity for =z1l: so that ve
cen truly say os we avproach the third century of this modern
pation, that we are dbuilding togethexr a pation in which there are
no second-class ARustralians; )

L mation where cach of us, irrespective of background,
oxigin, faith, age or sex, will have undiminished title to the
proud name of Australian;

hAn inalienable cntitlement f£for all to fajirness, justice,
tolerance, dignity and sccurity; .

A mation in which 2ll can share fairly in the abunance
and all the opportunities offered by this great country of ours,
idn the great years now within ouy grasp.

EANCRACACARCODTRE R




