AUS'l RAL lA 3
B

PRIME NMINISTER
7 EX TALKBACK, LAUNCESTON, TASMANIA - LEON BYNER WITH THE PRIME MINISTEK
9.30 AM - 23,10.04
BYNER:
HAVC YOU HAD TIMC YCT TO CONSIDCR WHCTHCR OR NOT YOU WILL HAVE A TELEVISION
DCBATC WITH ANORCH PCACOCK, MAYBC THE 22ND OF NOVEMBER?
HAWKL : - F
I THINK THE TIMING IS STILL A MATTER_OF DISCUSSION. WHAT WE'VE SAID LEow, 15
THAT WE'RE QUITE HAPPY TO HAVE THE DEBATE. WE THINK IT*S PROBABLY BEST TO BE
DONE AT THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB IN CANBERRA AND 1 THINK REALLY THE NATIONAL
PRESS CLUB OUGHT TO HAVE ITS VIEWS EXPRESSED TO US. WE'LL HAVE OUR BIT OF AN
INPUT AS TO WHAT WE THINK'S APPROPRIATE, BUT I JUST AM QUITE HAPPY TO HAVE
THC DCOATC. I MCAN, I DCDATC THC CHAR IN PARLIAMCHT RCGULARLY, AND | LVERYORE
KNOWS THE RESULT.
BYNER: s
HE ARE A WEEK INTO THE CAMPAIGN. THE STYLE OF THE OPPOSITION LEADER IS
STARTING TO COME THROUGH, THE WAY HE INYENDS TO PORTRAY HIMSELF, PRESENT HIS
POLICIES, THE ... REPETITION OF WEALTH TAX, CAPITAL GAINS, DEATH DUTIIS KO,
APART FROM A SENSE OF DEJA VU, THIS SORT OF THING HAS LORKED BEFO?E HASN'T
IT?

- -v-- -—w

P erme————

HAKKE ; :

WELL, I DON'T THINK YOU CAN DRAW COMPARISONS EASILY, BETHEEN 1984 AND EARLIER
TIMES. THE BASIC REASON FOR THAT, LEON, IS THAT YOU'VE HAD A LAGOR GOVERMIENT
IN OFFICE NOW SINCE THE BEGINNING OF '83 AMD IT HAS PRODUCED A RESULT, AND THE
PEOPLE ARE ABLE TO MAKE JUDGEMENTS ON FACTS. YOU SEE, THE PROBLEM NITH THE
OPPOSITION ALWAYS, AND PARTICULARLY WITH THIS LEADER OF THE ODPOSITzoao IS HE
TREATS THE AUSTRALIAN ELECTORATE AS FOOLS, LET ME BE PRECISE. ALL WE HEARD
FROM THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION FOR MONTHS HAS ORGANISED CRIMZ IN GENERAL,
AND ATTACKS ON MY CHARACTER IN PARTICULAR. HOW TO DO THAT, IT HAS AN
ABSURDITY TO SUGGEST THAT I WAS A CROOK, THAT I'D BE PROTECTLNG oxéAnisso
CRIME, WAS MANIFESTLY ABSURD, AID IT IRVOLVED A JUDGEMENT ON THE PART OF THE
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION THAT THE PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA L:OULD BUY ThﬁT ST OF
HONSENSE. HIS CREDIBILITY WAS ON THE LINE AND THEY'VE LADE THEIR JUU*CILH~S
ABOUT HIM, AND IT'S QUITE CLEAR WHAT THEY SAY ADOUT HIM. HOM, CREDIBILITY IS
AT THF HFART OF 1T ARATN, AND LIF'S TRYING TO INSTIL FEAR INTO PLOPLE, FiD SAY
LUUK, YOU CAN'T TRUST THIS GOVERHMENT. NOM, I THINK THE PEOPLE ARL SIKDLY
SAYING, WLLL LOOK HZ SAW VOU FOR SEVER VEARS, YOU HAD STVCH VEARS FOR VAX
POLICY, FOR ECONOMIC POLICY. YOU BROUGHT THIS GOVERUMENT TO IVS R,EFbo
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WE*VE SEEN MR HAWKE AND HIS GOVFRNMENT FROM THE BEGINNING OF *83 A~0“¥uc93gc
TURNED THIS ECONOMY ROUND, FROM ONE OF RECESSION TO THE HIGHES! RAIE OF
ECONOMIC CROWTII IN THC WORLD, INFLATION HALVED, INTERESS KAILS DUHN. 260 ooo
JORS AGAINST A RISE OF A QUARIEK U A MILLION IN UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE. LAsr
TWELVE MONTHS WITH YOU MOB., NOW THESE ART THC THINGS THAT ARE IN YHEIR MINDS
AND T DON'T THINK YOU CAN TALK ABOUT THE PAST BEFORL WE WERE IN GOVERNMJNT
PCOPLL MAKE THEIR JUDhFMENfb LEON ON THE FACTS. :

BYNFR s _ S

AS YOU KNOW, TASMANIA IS A VERY PAROCHIAL STATE. AND I'M. UONDERI&G uéETHER
YOU'RE SURPRISED AT MR PEAGOCK'S ACQUIESCENCE TO THL REQUEST FROM AUSTRALIA'S
ONLY LIBERAL PREMIER ON THL DAM ISSUE. } -

HAWKE : g

WFI1 TO SAY I'M SURPRISED IS UNDERSTATING IT, LEON. BECAUSC IT'S Qmovufa
QUESTION OF THE CREDIRTLITY 01 MR FLACOCK AND THE LIBERALS. EARLIER THIS
YEAR, ON THE 31ST OF MAY, THE OPPOSITION SPOKESHAN, HR CONNOLLY, EROTE TO THE
WILDERNESS SOCIETY, AND LT IT BE KNOWN TUAT THT POSITION UF THE QPPOSITIOH
WAS THAT THE DAM ISSUE WAS DEAD, HE SAID IT'S OVER, WE CXPCCY THE TASHANIAN
GOVERNMENT AND COMHONHEALTH GOVERNMFNT TO ADIER TO.IT. COMPENSATION'S BEEN
PAID, IT'S FIXED. AND MR PEACOCK CAME DOWN HCRC AND ONE UNDERSTOD THAY THAT
HAS HIS POSITION WHEN IIE CAMC DOMN HERE., BUT HE RESPONDED TO KR GRAY'S
SUGGESTION THAT IT COULD STILL BL ALIVE. NOW THAT IS SOMETHING THAT I CELIEVE
THE OVERMHELMING MAJORITY OF TASHANIANS UON'T WANT, CVEN THOSE HHO HERE
PREVIOUSLY IN FAVOUR OF THE DAM, THEY ACCEPT KHAT MR GRAY SAID CH THE Z6TH OF
JUNE OF THIS YEAR, THAT MR HAKKC HAS KEPT HIS PROMISES IN REGARD 0 JO3S,

IN REGARD TO FUTURE POMFR REQUIREMENTS. NOW, VORSE THAN RAISING IT AGAIN,
SAID, WELL WE WANT TO KEEP [i ALIVE AND Wk HON'T GIVE YOU BACK HONEY THAT’ s
BEEN PAID UNDCR THE AGREEMENT, IF WE TRY AND RESURRECT THE DAM. NP4 1 THIRK
THAT ORDINARY TASMANIANS, AS ORDIMNARY AUSTRALIANS SAY IF A DEAL IS DONE

AND PARTICULARLY IF MOMEY'S PAID UNDER A DEAL, THLCHN MY HOWOUR AND INTFCRITY S
ON THE LINE. THAT'S WHAT THE ORDINARY AUSTRALIAN SAYS, AND I THINK. THEY HILL
BE REPULSED BY THIS WELCHING. -
BYNER: ' Z

PRIME MINISTER, THOSE EMPLOYMENT PROPOSALS YOU PUT FORHARD UNDER THE. CO“PEHSAT104
AGREEHENT, LIKE ABC TELEVISION, COM/ONYEALTII OUILDINGS, SURELY YOU CAN SEE

MR GRAY'S POINT THAT THEY'RE HARDLY STATE RFSPONSIBILITIES? I'M HOLDEQING
WHICTHCR OR NOT yYOU*LL BE WILLING TO SPEAY TO MR CRAY AND MAVBE l“(ﬂ il 7”24

OUT OHCE AND FOR ALL. ~
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HAUKE ¢

LOOK THE ARRANGEMENT 15 QUITE CLEAR, AND I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF CLARIFYING
THE WAY A COUPLE OF MY REMARKS WERE INTERPRETED YESTERDAY, IN REGARD To THE
WYNYARD AIRPORT. I SAID, HERE' 'S MR GRAY PUTTING UP OUR MONEY IN RESPECT OF THE
© PROPOSAL. NOW I JUST SHOULD ELABORATF ON THAT. UNDER THE ARRANGEMENTS ‘THAT HE
WILLINGLY ENTERED INTO BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THE TASMANIAN covzammenf. MR GRAY,
WE SAID TO FINALISE THE EMPLOYMENT GENERATION PART OF OUR UNDERTAKING, IT WAS
$15 MILLION. THAT WAS COMMONWEALTH MONEY UNDER ..... AND THAT'S THEfSEN&E 1
JAS REFERRING TO OUR MONEY, BUT THE ARRANGEMENT WAS THAT HOW THAY MO@EY'HAS
SPENT HOULD BE A MATTER OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN MR GRAY, THE TASMANIAN GOVERNMENT
AND MYSELF, THE COMMONUEALTH GOVERNMENT. NOW WHEN I SAY OUR MONEY, I UAS '
SIMPLY SAYING IT'S THE COMMONWEALTH'S MONEY THAT'S BEING PROVIDED BUT IT'S A
JOINT DECISION AS TO HOW IT SKOULD BE USCD. NOW PICKING UP YOUR SPFtIFlc
POINT, MR GRAY PUT UP CERTAIN PROPOSALS, AS HE WAS ENTITLED TO, AMD WE'VE PUT
UP CERTAIN PROPOSALS. NOW IF MWE CAN'T GET ORIGINAL AGREEMENT, MELL THEN KE'VE
JUST GOT TO HAVE FURTHER NEGOTIATION AND IT WILL BE WORKED OUT. NG, THO
POINTS ABOUT IT, ONE OF GENERAL INTEREST TO TASMANIANS AS A KHOLE, AND OuE

OF VERY PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THE PEOPLE OF LAUNCESTON. WHERE YHERE'S BEEN
REFERENCE TO A CERTAIN WORKS PROGRAM, WHICH ATTACKS JUST SAY ABC TELEVISION,
ALL IHAT WAS SAID THCRL IS TIAT THESE PROJLCTS ORF STMPLY HOT ON THE PROGRAN
FOR THIS FINANCIAL YEAR UNDER THE HORMAL PROSRAMAING OF FINANCIAL CCITMITHENTS,
BUT BECAUSE IT HQULD tE SOMETHING THAT COULD PROVIDE JORS IMHEDIATELY ARD

COULD BE OF IMMCDIATE ASSISTANCE, WELL UF NOMINATED THEM, BUT AS FAR AS
LAUNCESTUN IS CONCERNED, WHAT MR GRAY IS KMNOCKING BACK, AND THIS AMAZES US,

IS THAT WE PUT UP $4 MILLION FOR UPGRADING THC SCWERAGE SYSTEM IN LAUNCESTOH.
MOV THE PEOPLE OF LAUHCESTON HAVE BEEM TO US, THROUGH FR URER WE'VE' SENT
ENGINEERS DOWN HERE TO STUDY THIS SYSTEM, WE KNOW IT*S A REAL PROSLEM BECAUSE
OF ITS OUTDATED SYSTEM IN OPERATION AND WE'VE BEEN PREPARED TO MAKt 34 MILLION
AVAILABLE.

BYNER: -t ‘ ' \;
DUT THAT WAS ACTUALLY PART OF THE COMPENSATION FUND? :

HALKE : ' :
THIS 1S $4 MILLION OUT OF THE $15 WILLIOH FOR EMPLOYMENT PROJECTS.: UE WILL
SAY OX HERE'S $4 MILLION, UNDER THAT SCHEME, SO WE CAN GET GOING If"EDIATELY
ON THE SEWERAGC PROBLEMS IN LAUNCESTON. !

BYHER: }
HHAT ROBIN GRAY IS SAYIMG, T THINK, PRIMZ MINISTER, IS THAT W& SPOU’D HAYE
€OT THAT $4 MILLION QUTSIDE THE 616 MILLION, BECAUSE YOU SHOULD KA JE UCN I7
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ANYHAY.

HAUKE : | | Lo
BUT EVERY PREMIER AROUND AUSTRALIA IS SAYING IN RESPECT OF THEIR OHN AREAS
OF RESPONSIBILITY. AFTER ALL SEWERAGE IS A STATE MATTER. NOT SOYETHING -
THE COMMONWEALTH DOESN'T ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR SEWERAGE ALL ROUND
AUSTRALIA, EVERYONE KNOWS THAT. BUT WHAT WE'RE SAYING IS ALRIGHT, HERE IS
A REAL PROBLEM IN LAUNCESTON, WE'VE SENT ENGINEERS DOWN HERE TO MAKE THEM
AVAILABLE UNDER MR UREN'S DEPARTMENT, TERRITORIES AND LOCAL GOVERNF;ENT AND
THE PEOPLE OF LAUNCESTON AT THE COUNCIL WERE RESPONSIVE TO THAT, SO UE'RE
WANTING TO FOLLOW THAT UP IWMEDIAYELY, WE'RE SAYING LOOK HERE'S THE MONEY
THAT'S AVAILABLE, LET'S USE $4 OF THAT. NOW I HOULD THINK THAT THE PEOPLE OF

AINGESTON ARF NOT GOTNG TO BF TOO PLEASED ABQUT MR GRAY SAYING NO HE DOESN T
WANJ 10U HAVE IHWAL AN A PRIOKITY.

BYNER:

WELL SPEAVING OF HIS NIRS, PREMIFR ARAY. HE AND THF CARTHET ARF QN THF WFST
COAST AT QUEENSTUNN, DUUBILESS TELLING THE PECPLE OF THE WEST COAST THAT YOU
WANT TO SPEND UHAT THEY SEE AS TUEIR NONEY IN OTHER PARTS OF TASHAHIA, DO
YOU THINK THIS COULD REALLY HARM YOUR PARTY'S CHANCE OF PICKING UP OF
TASMANIAN SEATS? : R

HAVKE ; !

NO,IT'S NOT A QUESTION OF US WANTING TO SPEND THEIR HONEY It OTHER: PARTS.
LET'S TAKE THE WEST COAST. I WENT OVER THERE VERY EARLY IN THE PIECE. TT HAS
neL JUKIY UM JURBEI T LYY 1 WAD i 8l e | 1hi ﬂrll' mm llnnlllll Iﬂglﬂl'\$ E‘II\F
QOING TO MAPPCH TO MC. DUT I 00T A VCDY UADM DCLFDTINN TROA THT DEORLE OVER
THERE. I GOT SUCH A HARM RECEPTIUN IMAL Il LED MK GOUDLUCK TO SAY, AND ISN°Y
THIC NCMANKADLE, IT LCD MR COODLUCK TO €AY HE WAS ATHAMED TN B& A TMLI!nNTﬂM
1 HOPE THE PEOPLE OF TASHANIA REMEMBER THAT AGOUT MR GOODLUCK. HE WAS SO
INCENSED IHAT THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALLA GOY A GOOD RECEPTION. IH
TASMANIA THAT HE SAID HE WAS ASHAMED TO OC A TASMANIAN. NOW THAT UAS THE
REACTION I GOT, I WENT OVER THERE AMD WE HAVE PUT A LOT OF KONEY INTO THE
MEST CUAST OF TASHANIA ALREADY, INCLUDING STRAMAN AND OTHER PLACES, ~AHD
THERE'S BEEN TOTAL AGREEMENT. I JUST ASK LISTENERS TO REMEMBER THAT Ot THE
26TH OF JUNE HHEN WE SIGNED THE AGREEFMENT, MR GRAY SAID UNEQUIVOCALLY THAY
MR HAWKE HAD HONOURED HIS PROMISES AND HIS UNDERTAKING, YOU SEE, HE'S
GETTING INTO AN ELECTORAL SITUATION NOM, AND ALTHOUGH HE'S KO GCOD' FRIEND CF
R PEACOCK, AS WE ALL KIOW, THERE'S A CERTAIN, I MEAN THEY'RE BOTH' LIBERALS
AND SO HE'S GOT TO PLAY A BIT OF POLITICS. BUT THE PEOPLE OF TASIANIA WILL

[3
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SEE THROUGH THAT, EE

JBVNER: LHILST WE'RE TALKIRS - |
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WHILST WE'RE TALKING ON THE WEST COAST, WHAT'S YOUR REACTION T0 ThE ,m
PROBABLE CLOSURE OF MT LYELL MINE? ,

(
WAHKE: | ;
WELL 1 NOTICED THE STATENENT OF CONCERN BY THE RENISON GOLDFIELD CORPOQATIOV
WHO RUN THE COMPANY. ALL I CAN SAY IS, AS OF COMING HERE TO TAsnAmIA HE
HAVE RECEIVED NG COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMPANY OR THE STATE GOVERNLEN] ASOUT
THIS, SO THEY HAVEN'T BEEN IN TOUCH WITH US ABOUT IT AT ALL, If THEY SHOULD
BE IN TOUCH HITH US, WELL OF COURSE WE'LL LOOK AT WHAT THEY'VE GOT TO SAY.
I EXPRESS MY DEEP CONCERN THAT THERE MAY BE THIS PROBLEM, AND I TQINK,THERE S
SOME 640 PEOPLE EMPLOYED AT THE MINE, THE BASIC PROBLEM AS THE cOﬂPANY'HAs
INDICATED IS A LOW AND CONTINUING LOM WORLD PRICE FOR COPPER. I'VE RE(ENTLV
BEEN HAVING DISCUSSIONS WITH PEOPLE IN THE INDUSTRY AND - O THE:MAIwLﬁr
MY ISA MINES PEOPLE HERE TALKING TO US AT SOME LEWGTH - AND THEY yERE SAYING
JHA THE KAIHER UNUSUAL FEATURE OF THE WORLD PATTERN AT THE r‘o:u-.m TH@T IS
THAT THERE'S BEEN A LIFT IN HORLD ACTIVITY AND DEMAND, BUT BECAUSE OF THE
VERY CONSIDERABLE ACCUMULATED STOCK ON THE WORLD MARKET, THAT THEY MAKE THE
JUDGEMENT THAT THERE NEEDS TO BE A FURTHER RUNDOWN OF STOCKS TO ABQUT 200,000
TONS FURTHER, BEFORE YOU'LL SEE THE IMPACT OF INCREASING DEMAND c'xus
REFLECTED IN HIGHER PRICES. NOM I EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT RENISON GOLD MAY
TAKE THE SAME VIEW THAT WITHIN A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD THERE UILL BE Al
UPLIFT IN WORLD PRICES AND THAT THEY WILL BE PREPARED TO CARRY ON pN THAT
BASIS, T MEAN OBVIOUSLY NO COMPANY CAN BE EXPECTED TO CARRY ON FO?EVﬁR
CARRYING SIGNIFICANT LOSSES, BUT I WOULD SUGGEST TO THEM, ON THE EVIDENCE
AVAILABLE TO ME THAT THERE IS SOME REASON FOR OPTIMISM IN THE NOT iooQDISTANT
FUTURE AND [ HOPE THAT GIVEN THE DEDICATED SERVICE OF THE EMPLOYEES OF THE
COMPANY OVER MANY YEARS, THAT THEY'LL TAKE THAT INTO ACCOUNT, .

BYNER: . .

PRIME MINISTER, THE FREIGHT EQUALISATION RATES HAVEN'T BEEN ALTERLD sche
YOUR GOVERNMENT'S ENTIRE TERM SO FAR. I KNOW THERE 1S AN INQUIRY oa AT THE
VOMENT TO DETERMINE THE WHOLE SITUATION RE THE FREIGHT EQUALISATION scn:ng
THERE ARE A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO ARE CONCERNED ABQUT THE ERODED VALUE ps TP
AMOUNT WHICH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS ACTUALLY PUTTING INTO THE scuers,
{OULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE ANY COMMENT? :
HAUKE : g .

I CERTAINLY HOULD, MC'VE PROVIDED $29.3 MILLION THIS FINANCIAL YE(Q FOQ
THE TASHANIAN FREIGHT EQUALISATION SCHEME AND IF YOU LOOX AT ALL THAT LIZ'RE
PROVEDING IN RESPECT OF TRANSPORT, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS- PROVKbIra ABOUT
$2 MILLION A WEEK TO TASMANIA'S TRANSPORT HEEDS. THAT'S NAQE UP of Sy“.g
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MILLION FOR THE FREIGHT EQUALISATION SCHEME, THERE'S $51 MILLION FOR ROAD .
FUNDING THIS FINANCIAL YEAR, AND THAT'S A 42% RISE SINCE 82-83, TH§ YEAR
BEFORE WE CAME INTO OFFICE. HISTORICALLY HIGH INCREASE BY THIS GOYERNMENT

IN ROAD FINDING. ~ WE'VE PROVICED $18.1 MILLION TO THE AUSTRALIAN KATIONAL
RAILWAYS COMMISSION TO SUBSIDISE THE OPERATING LOSSES OF THE TASMANIAN
RAILWAY SYSTEM, AND $3 MILLION TO HELP THE REMABILITATION OF THE TASMANIAN
RAILHAY SYSTEM AND $5.6 MILLION TO PROVIDE AIR FARE SUBSIDIES BETWEEN. THE
MAIN TASMANIAN PORTS AND MELBOURNE. $O THAT'S ABOUT $2 MILLION A QEEK T0 MEET
THE TRANSPORT NEEDS OF TASMANIA. BUT MORE THAN THAT, AND I JUST HANT TO MAKE
THIS POINT IN REGARD TO PARTICULARLY 1 GUESS THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN TASHANIA,
HHAT WE ARE DOING AS DISTINCT FROM THE OPPOSITION WHO FOR YEARS AND VEARS
TALKED ABOUT THE PROBLEM OF THE EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA. THEY TALKED AND TALKED,
HORDS ARE CHEAP ITH THE OPPOSITION PARTY, THAT'S THEIR STOCK IN TRADE, AS
DISTINCT FROM WORDS WE ENGAGE IN ACTION AND WE PROVIDED $26 MILLIGH, $26
MILLION AS A NON REPAYABLE GRANT TO TASMANIA TG ENABLE THEM TO PURCHASE AND
MODIFY THAT OVERSEAS VESSEL, THE ‘NILS HOLGERSSON' TO REPLACE THE ENPRESS OF
TASHANIA(?), NOM THAT'S A MILESTOWE IN THIS AREA OF YRANSPORT, AS I SAY THE
OPPOSITION IN GOVERNMENT FIDDLED AROUND WITH IT FOR YEARS AND DID KOTHING.

AND WE'VE GIVEN TASHANIA THIS EHORMOUS OPPCRTUNITY TO DCVELOP THE TOURIST TRADE.
NOW AGAINST WHAT WE'VE DONE THERE, AND OUR VERY FIRM AND ... ACTIQﬁo JusT ASK
YOU AND YOUR LISTENERS TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE PROPOSALS OF THE OPPCSITION ARE
AND THEIR ATTITUDE TO TASHAMIANS AHD WHAT THEY WOULD DO. THEY'RE TALKING

ABOUT SELLING OFF. IF THEY WERE TO GET INTO POJER, THEY HOULD SELL CFF ARL,
JUST LIKE THAT. NOY YOU JUST IMAGINE WHAT THAT NOULD VEAN TO TASHAMA. BUT
YOU KNOY, IT'S NOT VERY SURPRISINC TO SEE TUAT TIEV'D DO SOMCTHING LIKE THAT IH
THE TRANSPORT AREA BECAUSE, I JUST ASK YOU AND THE LISTENERS TO GET. SONE

1UEA UF WHAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE OPPOSITION IS TO TASMANIA, PARTICULARLY IN
THE TRANSPORT AREA. I'D LIKE TO, IF I COULD, TO READ OUT A QUCSTIOH YHAT (AS
PUT IN PARLIAMENT BY THE EXISTING SHADOM TRANSPORT FOR TRANSPORT,: THAT S KR
LUSHER. HO3 THIS IS MHAT HE ASKED ON THE 2KD GF APRIL 1981. IT UAS A QUESTICH
TO MR HOHARD KHO WMAS THEH TREASURER. 'SHOULD I ASK THE TREASURER \;ET%ER'

IT'S NECESSARY FOR DEFLHCE PURPOSES THAT SOHE AUSTRALIANS OCCUPY TASHANIA?

IS THIS THE OWLY REASON WHY SONE AUSTRALIANS LIVE IN THAT STATE?' LG4 THIS IS
THE OPPOSITION SHADOW MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, IN THIS HYPOTHETZCAL.PhAQO(K/
HOMARD GOVERNMENT, THIS IS THE AN WHO WOULD BE THEIR MINISYER FOX TRANSPORT.
HE SAID 'WILL THE TREASURER TABLE A COST BENEFIT STUDY INDICATING HOM HUCH
HAIHLAND AUSTRALIAN TAKPAYERS COXTRICUTE TO THE MAINTERANCE OF A PCOULATION

OF TASMANIA? WILL THE TREASURER CONSIGER TRANSFERRIKG ALL TASMAMIAI SUBSIDY
APPROPRIATIONS TO THE DEFENCE VOTE? FAILING THIS, CAM THE ANOUNT BE TRANSFERRED
TO THE SOCIAL MELFARE VOTE. FAILING THAT, CAN SOVEREIGHTY OF TASHALEA DE
TRANSFERRED TO NEL ZEALAND AND IF ANY SUBSIDIES ARE STILL REQUIREQKt§@§l§H§V
PE PAID I0CR THE FOCEYRN AIN VOTEF!  BOM TIATYe £ (armn’ s o5 nbapoon




/HOYARD GOVERNMENT HOULD BE THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT. THAT'S HI$ ATTITUDE
YO TASMANIA. WHAT WAS MR HOWARD'S RESPONSE TO THAT QUESTION? THAT REMLY
YOU SHOULD DENUDE TASMANIA... IF YOU CAN'T DO THAT, GIVE TASMANIA TO ?JEH

(

ZEALAND, | MR HOWARD'S RESPONSE QUOTE I THINK THAT THE BEST ANSHER I CAN GIVE
TO THAT QUESTION IS TO SAY THAT I WILL ANALYSE IT THOROUGHLY.® NOY THAT'S

TIE ATTITUDE OF .TH LIBLRALS TO TASHANIA. THC FELLOM WHO HOULD DE MINISTER
FOR TRANSPORT IN THEIR GOVERNMENT WANTS TO GET RID OF TASHANIA, GIVE IT 70 NEY
ZEALAND AND TUE DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LIBCRAL PARTY DOCSN'T DISMISS 1T MITH
CONTEMPT, AS IT DESERVES, BUT SAYS I WILL AMALYSE THE QUESTION Tﬂogoucnl

SO THERE'S YOUR CONTRAST. WHAT WE'VE DONE, WE'VE ACTED, WHERE THEY FIDDLED
AND TALKED IN REGARD TO A REPLACEMENT FOR THE EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA; §$2 HILLION
A HEEK UNDER OUR GOVERNMENT FOR TASMANIA'S TRANSPORT NEEDS, AND UNDER A
PEACOCK/HOWARD ~ GOVERNMENT, A MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT WHO HOULD GET ‘RID OF
TASMARIA TO NEW ZCALAND AND HOHARD SAYING YES I'LL HAVE TO HAYE A Loo& AT
THAT THOROUGHLY, Lo

BYNER: Lo
THERE'S ONE ISSUE THAT I1'D LIKE TO ADDRESS YOU ON AND THAT IS THAY: OF THE
INCENTIVE TO WORK, BECAUSE THERE ARE A LOT OF BUSINESS.PEOPLE, SHALL EUsIh
PEOPLE ARQUND AUSTRALIA, INCLUDING TASMAHIA, UHO ARE CONCERMED ABOUT THE FACT
THAT THEY'RE ALL PAYING HIGHER TAXES, THAT YOU WORK OVERTIME AND vou EfD Up
LOSING HALF OR MORE TO THE GOVERNMENT. KOM I KNOW THAT YOU'RE couQUCTxra A
REVIEW OF THE TAX SYSTEM AT THE MOMENV. IS THERE ANYTHING AT ALL TUAT YOU CAM
SAY SPECIFICALLY THAT CAN GIVE SOMEBODY HOPE, THAT WE'RE NOT QOINGKTO~GLT
TAYED .... | o
HAKKE ; . , o

MELL LET ME TALK ABOUT THE POSITION OF SMALL DUSINESS UNDER QUR GOVERKIENT
COMPARED TO QUR PREDECESSORS: GENERALLY, AND THEN COHE TO YOUR PARTICULAR

POINT. THE BEST THING THAT CAN HAPPEM FOR SMALL BUSINESS IS THAT vou BAVE A
CROMING ECONOMY, HOW I ASK THE SMALL BUSINESS MAN OR WHOMAN JUST TQ BE

TOTALLY OBJECTIVE AND ASK THEMSELVES HO: THEY 1/ERE DOING UNDER THE PREVIOUS
GOVERMNENT AND HOM THEY'RE DOING URDER THIS ONE. UNDER TIE Pnevzous

GOVERKMENT THE AUSTRALIAN ECONONMY WENT INTO IT5 WORST RECESSION SIHCE AL

GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE 1930'S. YOU HAD THESE THINGS HAPPERING, gc0dc%1c

GROUTH HAD HALTED, YOU'D GOT INTO RECESSIOH, YCUUAD It THE LAST TUELVE KOTHS

A GROUTH IN UNEMPLOYNENT OF QUARTER OF A MILLION, YOU HAD INFLATION AT DOUBLC
THE RATE, MORE THAN DOUBLE THE RATE OF THE REST OF THE IRDUSTRIALLQED VEAD UITH
WHICH WE COMPARE OURSELVES. AND YOU HAD RECCRD HIGH IWTEREST RATES. KDY THAY'S
THE ENVIROMMENT UNDER WHICH SHALL BUSINESS UAS STRUGELIKG, UNDER TIE sggvzous

FGOVEVIENT, MM IV
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GOVERNMENT. UNDER MY GOVERNMENT, THAT'S BEEN TURNED ROUND FROM ECONOAIC
RECESSION TO THE POINT HHERE AUSTRALIA, THE LAST THELVE MONTHS UNDER Y
GOVERNMENT, HAD THE MIGHEST RATE OF ECONOMIC GRONTH IN THE WORLD, |THE
CREATION OF MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A MILLION NEW JOBS, HALVING, FORE THAN
HALVING OF ‘THE INFLATION RATE TO BRING IT BACK TO THE REST OF THE YORLD AND

A REDUCTION IN INTEREST RATES. NOW THAT'S THE ENVIRONMENT UNDER WHICH SMALL
RUSINESS DOES VERY MUCH BETTER, AND IT HAS DOKE VERY MUCH DETTER. 'AS IS
REFLECTED IN A WHOLE RANGE OF STATISTICS. SO THAT'S THE FIRST POINT.. NOH,
SECONDLY, IN REGARD TO TAX, IT.IS THE CASE THAT UNDER THE LAST THD BUDGETS,

OF THE CONSERVATIVES, THEV HAD THE RECORD HIGH TAX CAKE AS A PROPORTION OF
THE COUNTRY'S PRODUCT, AND HIGHER THAU IN OUR BUDGET, IN OUR LAST GNE, LIEN
YOU TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE MEDICARE EFFECT WHICH UAS JUST A TRANSFER FRON WAT
PEOPLE WERE PAYING UKDER PRIVATE INSURANCE, NOW IF YOU TAKE THAT INTO ACCOURT,
OURS WAS LOYER IN PROPORTION TO THEIRS. NOH WHAT E'VE PROAISED NQW FOR THE
FUTURE 1S AN OVERHAUL OF THE TAX SYSTEM. BUT WE'RE NOT WAITING FO3 TIAT
OVERKAUL. WITHIN A MATTER OF DAYS ALL TAXPAERS WILL GET A SUBSTARTIAL REAL
TAX CUT IN THEIR PAY PACKETS. THEV'LL BE GETTING THAT. OWf AVERAGE THAT WILL,
BE EQUIVALENT TO AN $11 A WEEK WAGE INCREASE. IT WILL BE HUCH LCSS IHFLATIGRARY
THAN A VAGE INCREASE. NOH HE AREN'T HYPOTHESISING ABOUT THE FUTURE. :ARD
REAL TAX CUTS NOM, IN A KON IRFLATIONARY UAY, UE'RE SAYING.TO THE HUSIVES
COAMUNITY AND TO THE PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA THAT AFTER 84 YEARS AS A'CCQ,RAYIOND
THE TAX SYSTEM IS NOT PERFECT, SO WE WILL HIAVE A REVIEM, NOT I#POSING YT FRO
THE BACK ROOHS OF TIE LIBERAL PARTY, AS MOULD BE TALKED ABOUT BY THESE PEOPLE,
NO CONSULTATION. LOOK AT ALL THE MNEW TAXES THEY BROUGHT IN LHEN 'HEY l‘[RE I
GOVERNNENT, DID THEY EVER TALK TO THE PEOPLE IN ADVANCE AND SAY, IfE‘LL IHPOSE
A $3 BILLION TAX SLUG Ol YOU THROUGH THE CRUDE OIL LEVY, DID THEY TALK TO Theh
ABOUT THE TAX ON NEWSBOY EARNTHGS, DID THEY TALK TO THEM ABOUT THE VAST

RANGE OF INCREASES IN SALES TAX? WE'RE HOT POTTERING AROUND AND FIDDLING

AROUND LIKE THAT. WE'RE SAYING YHAT AFTER THE ELECTION WE WILL VAVE FULL
CONSULTATION HI[H THE PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA INCLUDING THE SMALL BUSUFSS
COUMAUNITY TO SEE 1CY THE RANGE OF TAXES WHICH INPACT UPON INDIVIDUALS AND
BUSINESSES CAW BE IMPROVED, SO THAT THEY'LL BE FAIRER AND MORE EFFICIENT,

NOW THAT'S THE DECENT THING TO DO, IT'S THE UAY THAT WE'VE FADE THIS ECONOMY
TURN ROUHD FROM RECESSION TO GROATH BY COHSULTATION, AHD THAT'S WHAT WE'LL DO
I THE TAX AREA AND I LOOX FORWARD, AS I'VE TOLD THE SMALL BUSINESS COuaumiTy,
TO A VERY SIGUIFICANT INPUT FROit THEM AS TO HCY THEY THINK UE CAN JHOROVE TUE
SYSTEM TO HELP THEM,

BYI:R:
PRIME MINISTER, SINCE YOU'VE BELN IN CFFCE, YOU'VE GONE THROUEH A !'ELL 0;

0T, ROTH PROFFSSINNALLY AR PERSOMALEY. EHFN YOI LOGK BAGK, UKFH \'(“hl STT
AT RICGHT WITH YOUR WIFE, AS OFTEN VOU PROSASLY DO, EVEN FlioUzY VE i?f TJ“" SEL

N n . e iea




S
IT A LOT,,

) . ’ ’ R \'.:f~ “\ S S I .~
I HOPE YOU DON'T SEE A LOT, '

BYNER: ..
HAS IT BEEN ALL HORTH IT?

HAKE : , . R
YES INDEED, YES INDEED. I'VE BFEN IN PUBLIC LIFE FOR A LONG TINEL AND S0
I'H USED TO THE PRESSUKES OF PUBLIC LIFE, BUT THE BIG DIFFERENCE OF Tig
memmmAmﬁsmmmwmwmmmnwmm%mmmmm

MY GOVERNMENT, I'VE BEEN IN A POSITION TO DO THINGS, DEFORE - WELL WHEN I

MAS PRESIDENT OF THE ACTU, YOU COULD DO THINGS TG HELP THE conuuaxrv T HARY
WAYS AND T TRIED TO DO THAT, BUT THEN AND IN OPPOSITION IN PARLIAnrNT» THERE
IS A DISTINCT LIMIT.TO UHAT YOU CAN DO. KON IN THESE THO VEARS I'VE BEEN
ABLE TO DELIVER THE PROMISE TO THE AUSTRALIAN PEOPLE THAT WITH MY [OLLEAGUES
I MADE. 1 SALD AT THE BEGINNING OF '83, THIS SOCIETY IS SICK, HORE DIVIRED
THAN IT'S EVER BEEN BEFORE, THE ECONOHY IS IN STAGNATION AUD I SAIP I BELIEVE
THAT TOGETHER BE CAN TURH THIS COUNTRY ROUND. NOW I THINK VE BAVE, JP'S 1oT
JUST HALKE AMD THE LABOR GOVERRMENT, BUT IT'S THE HALKE LABOR GOVERN-ELT
HORKING WITH THE PECPLE OF AUSTRALIA, AND ALL OF US HAVE BEEWN PUszns |
AUSTRALIA FIRST. AND AUSTRALIA'S WINNING AGAIN AS A RESULT OF THAT. i,
THAT'S A GREAT FEELING TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH TURKING AUSTRALIA ROUgD..

BYNER: . -
1S BEING PRIME MINISTER GOOD OR BAD FOR A MARRIAGE? :

'
)
¢

HAMIKE ; ;

MELL IT'S BEEN GOOD IN THE SENSE THAT HAZEL AKD I NOW SEE MORE OF ons ANOTH;R
WE HAVE MORE TIME TOGETHER THAN WE DID BEFORE, BECAUSE UHER I WAS PRES!D‘NT OF
THE ACTU AND THEN MIHEN T UAS AN OPPOSITION MEHSER OF PARLIANENT, 1.UAS
TRAVELLING ALL OVER THE COUNTRY, ALL THE TINE, HAZEL L!AS IN KELGOYRNE WITH
THE FAMILY. NOW YE LIVE THERE IN CAUSERRA, UE ACTUALLY SEE MORE QF O:E
ANOTHER HOW THAN WE DID BEFORE, L

BYKER: : »
PRIME MIRISTER THANK YOU VERY FUCH FUR SPARING THE TIHE TO VISIT hL. 1 HOPE
THAT WE'LL GET THE OPPORTURITY T0 TALX AGAIN BEFORE THE 1ST OF DECgH@CRO

HAXE 2 -
I HOPE SO TOO AKD 1'D LIKE YO THAHK VYOU AXD BEST WISHES TO ALL YCUR LISTERZRS

Y00, THARK YOU. ‘
JOVPER: THARK VOU VERY EUCH




