naturally wish- that any approaches on“

' closeness. We have had”a. number of, succeSse

Europe alone who seek’ to bé reunlted in; Australla.AA .
'Government does all it can to keep these cases. before the'

oG

e

AmnvsLy lntornaLlonul tonlght. he, L
utmost lmportdnLL in r 1nforc1ng Am" _fnternatlona] s efforts'j
to strengthen the exprc551on of . Australl; s’ publlc concern on
human rlght issues:as a- whole,‘and espeC1ally for the Jﬁ
continued- detentlon ‘of : tHousands of prlsoners_of con501ence

held in prlsons throughout the world*" :

‘The - Government attaches a strong prlorlty to human‘rlghts

issues. . We cooperate closely with Amnesty Internatlonal andf
greatly. appre01ate its 1nformatlon-gather1ng work ’ '

effective as p0551ble, ‘and. I. have to: say*that“there'are TR
situations where the’ efforts of non government organlsatlons can
be more effectlve than the efforts of governments : :

The Governmcnt has: pursued a number of cases of polltlcal
prisoners and has supported ‘rélevant Unlted Nations® 1n1t1at1ves

on human rights.: “We . ‘have expressed concern about human rlghts
.v1olat10ns to.a varlety of-: governments of; dlfferent

1deologlcal persuasions and. inh dlfferent are”s of'the world
whose. relatlons ‘with Australia’ are-of ‘diffé o

recent of- which was the release of 3 detalnees
Korea follow1ng my. v151t. o

Whlle not a matter of dlrect concern to Amnesty Internatlonal
under ‘its terms of referenCe, I. would llke to raise a related ,
matter which is also of serlous concern to. the Government and to \'
Lhe: Australlan communlty as: a, wholc.. I refer to 'the forcdéd and:
traglc separatlon of - famllles as a’ result of the actlons of. "', B
Government: ‘authorities which™ refuse to expedlte or- allow exit . 'l{
arrangements for the’ famllles of. their nationals who have already

left their countrlc< of orlgln and sought asylum, refugee status,'
_ re51dence or c1tlzensh1p in Australla.,'There is, for:. example,, a ..

fairly constant, caseload -of over .300- family units; from Lastern R PR
The * o

authorltles concerned, and in’whose hands the resolutlon of thlS
problem ultJmately rests.» I would llke to’také this” opportunlty

to. enllst your concern and to call. for these duthorities to .show
compa551on ‘for these families and to allow them to be reunlted

in Australla. . : ST S

Last October I part1c1pated in a. ceremony to llght a candle of hope
to commemorate Prisoner of: Consc1ence Week These symbollc ' '
occasions serve the useful purposesof drawrng 1nternatlonal
attention to the importance of observ1ng human rlghts, whether in. .. °
the field of polltlcal freedoms,: racis ,ﬁsex1sm or legal protectlon
We must all malntaln our v1g11ance on these 1ssues through the - -
entlre year. ' . e .

i

I w1sh the Parllamentary Group of Amnesty Internatlondl well in
its dellberatlons. :

;

R.J.L. Hawke
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