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PRIME MINISTER

1593
The Prire Minister .‘f\adm ti:e following statemant at the start of a

Media Confexence today

The urgent and decisive acticn that the Govermment found it neceszar,
to take - i1ncluding going to the Hich Court at 11.15 last night - deas
not reflect r«\—.ﬁu, a concer: on penalf of tha Gov ‘_m"k—_'..t that classlfled
aoewments have inon ')Jl; come : Fors! :
Times, Tris 18 not a Govermenc

of annoyance or an

;aLII.S' "u.it. '.'"zc iact

this stage already o to re gravesy issug
relavionshins and comestic se«.-_a“; CONS LG

While not in any way conceding that all tre aellesazicons in bz artacle
are acculat:, scre of them are. In these torns, Mr. Tuche,'s statenint
that he has "tens of thousands cf pages of classified docrments" is wob
samething this Government can simply ignore. The Covarmment, which nas
the interest cf this country as its major obligaticn, clearly had en
overwhelming responsibility to teke the acticn it did

We acknowledse and appreciate the pesitive attitude of Mr. PeacocXk. whon
I briefed at length on tiiis matter last night. In the circurstances, T
know that it will be undeorstood why T am at this stage unable to carent
cn ratters cf detail:

- first, in acccrdance with what has been the bipartisan
position in Australien politics, I will neither
confirm nor deny any of the CQ.C fic allegaticns in the
article; .

- second, the issues will be before the High Court cn
Tuesday’.
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In the licht oI all thesc cilrcimstances, the Govermment is algo =aking

all apprcrriate acticn to establish the scurce cr scurces of the material

referred to n the article.
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