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&nﬂ Govezrisont will be prososing thet & comatitutional
zoforeaden B0 held for extending the term of-Porliament
from threw Yo four years end for simultensour electlons
for the Senate and the House of Representatives.
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The roferendun will sillow the people of Austvalia
$O €RPress theixr view ehout an extended term foxr membere of
parlispent snd the corsequent fewsr clootions.

Thetd have dsen several slgnificant indlecatione 4n

the last few years that both of these proposals are favoursd
by the majority of Australlans,

- 84emltaneous_Rlections

The 1977 aimultancous elcatione referendum achicved
a 62 pexcent majority of all vores throughout the whole of
Australias, and only failed bpcause 1t was Just defcated in
Quaenslend, and even nore narrowly defeated in Western

A

-

RESONPNRVIEY

)

MEAE DN :
PRIGCTVEIES* »/

T

P h D) Gl L AR B e Sute ae s

Y2

N

——

.

N

oy

Tt
-

&

RS

Rt S AN

e b el S e

Australin, A mgjority in either of thaee States would have
been envugh to caczy the referendum.

The 1977 votxe ashowsd thet & substmntisl majority
of Australiane wont tha Constitution to bLe changed 80 88 to

~ensuzo thet Sonnte plections arg n2wayc fveld with Houge of
Rgpzesanﬁﬁt&u@n erectiung,
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Your Year Parliaments

The zeferendum in New South Wales in 1981 for
fouy vessr Pavliznents Iin that Stste wses carried by an
overwvhelming majority of 69 percent of votes cast, Tasmanis
. has had provisions for four year Parlisments since 1976,

A four year term was adopted for the Northern Terzitory when
it obtained self-government in 1878,

« Whensvgr: bhe questien ol ?axﬁzagenta,y Terug”
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-'Tﬁféximaﬁ iﬁ Foveny” Yimen A AUBtT&&&L ‘the deeietn hae "

i_j , thozefore been to adopt & four yeer ferm. A majority of
: ij.*‘ﬂwif:? Par¥ismentsryt deucefacics ‘around, the. woxld have folrsgs 7 ol
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{ not the rule,
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Convention haa been studyzng the matter since 1978. In the
Report of the Comnigtes that was resently veleesed by the
Attorney-General, 4t hse recommsended that the tevm of the
Howse of Representatives should be sxtended to four yesys.
The propoesal hes also been supported by the Reld Revisw of
' Commonweolth Administratioen., |
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Lealpamating both Proposhls
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' Tho ¢ime hes come to join both thaaé‘proposale
togethar and put them to the people of Australis, Speakiﬁg
on bshalf of the Govorment, the Attorney-General ccmpendad
thig step in Parlimment on 23 Mexch 1982, Standing Comnittea
- D thought 50 also, 1ts Report rescumends that the rost

precticadble method of dealing with Senate terws under e
four yeaxr Parliament would be to change the torma of
Senators, now gix years, to two terms of the House 0fV
- " Repzegontatives. This weuld emepure thaet electicns fﬂr borh .
i Bouses would he held slculteneocusly,
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R The Covernsent's approach is thar the.changes ..
o to ba propesed there should be mo shortening of normal

) Senate terwma (eix yeaxrs), end the joint proposal aatiefies
AR that critezion.

1 :‘_ . The Goverrment therefora proposes that Sematess’
L tﬁTmz eheuld ba cnaﬁ Q& ffsm 3¢x yan ‘to *wu»t»rma Gf th@ ”;éﬁq
B R e Houke O F+ Rﬁp!t"CﬁS&”lV@Bv(¥3pﬂﬁt eypnziﬂqcs this: ia. Iibﬁly Lk

~;iéi . toED clcaor £ seveT yeays zhAn t@ zight yeerd,

§5:¢g3; . ”:.;,, L , L ‘... L .“-v P
H ~3f A Thia wguld keﬁp ah» exteﬂsion of- Sanatcru te:nt
% vithin regsonshle bounds,

’"fi“ By coppericen, undey the Kow South Wales vaferendun
&ﬁ for four yeax Perlimmente, the terms of members of the Beate
;ji%f Upper Housa went $o twelve years, An extension of that
R dimengion would cleazly be umacceptable fov the Upper Hou

ef tho Natiomal Parliement. o
'E j; A Quegtion for the Feople '

o
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ader cur Constitution, the changes 1 have referzed
ﬁ" . go cpn only be frplemented by & national referendum approved
by & majozrity of Austraiian votvers and by voters in a majovity
‘of Btates. The CGoverresng believes that the time has ncw
eome ¢0 put tliese changes to the vote of tha peopie ss soon

as practicable, &0 that they cen have an cppoztunity to
express their wishen on the mstter, o
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The two major advantages sre firet, that a longer
duration of Parliements would enable government to ba
plerned and conducted more efficiently. This considsration,
po far ae it affects the adzinistration of government,was
referred to by the Reld Review of Commomuweslth Admindetration
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concluded thnt an extensiww of: rhe tewe of chn Hovea. of .
Rapzosentatives, particularly if coupled wigh sxmultaneoua

. Bgnate elections, shovld resvl: in fewez eclections under

nornsd condléiona.

Theee advamtages would be subsrential and siraificent,

even though eaxly clectioas would 8till be pessible, It

‘needs to be understood that it will never be possibie to

eliminute completely the peoesibility of eerly elections
wider the Westminster system of Farliementery govermment or
while double diseolusions can he granted wnder cedtion §7 of
the Cungtitution,

Tindag of Refezrendw

The Goverrment's intention is that the referendum
should be held st tha eerxiicst appropsinte time after tho
forthecoming peneral election. It would be necessary undley
the Conerituction to fntrcduae a Bill to thay effect {n the
nsw Parliament., ‘The four yoer term foy the Hovse of
Representatives uculd only come iR to opesstion with the
£iyet olootion altexy the passsge O the referendum,
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. zedueing the number of elacticng, | Svending Committee )
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Howaver, the simultaneous c¢laections propossl would
come into effect immediatsly the referendiun wap poassed., This
vap iwportant 1f the necessity of an early election after the
foztheoming election was to be aveidsd, This necessity was
eaused by existing provisions 5§ the Conutitution. ahich
uOuld ba ollaiaated by the preaenr propossl
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cbga;’a ot the velersnd.musuld be considered by the' C*Qc‘n,:wL

iy tne Light of the putcome of ¢hg weeting .of: the ‘
conprifutional Gonvention schedulod forx next April) o .
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