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ANNOUNCEHENT OF BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM

The Prime Minister todoy released ovtline proposals for a
prcgram of national and international events to commenorate
Augltralia's Bicentenary in 1988.

It is an inaginative, varied and exciting collection of
activitics brought together by The fustralian Bicente:mnial
Authority after two years of extensive consultations with all
pectiony of the Australian conmunity. '
As a basis for planning the Commonwealth Governnent has agreed
co ¢ommit $166 million (July 1982 prices) towards a program of
national and international activitics. ~

This comaitment is additicnal to the Commonwealth's racent
announcerents of major projects linked to the Bicentenary.
These projects are The Ausiralian Bicentennial Road bevelopment
Prograir, the new Farlierment House, the Alice Springg-bDarwin
Rajlway, The Avstralian National Gallery's Bicentennial :
Collection, Redevelopment of the Australian War Memorial and
the construction of the Austraelian Radio Telcescope. '

The firm Commonwealth financial commitment of $166 mi)lion to
specific Bicentennial activitics to be developed by The
Australian Bicentennial Authority will allow the State and
Territory Governments, Lozal Governments and the private scctor
to worrn with the Comnonwaalth in planning thelr contributions
to ensure the success of these Bicentennial activities.

tach of the States and Che Northesn Territory has agreced to
enter into detailced negotiations to develoeop and stage the
national and intzrnational progrem of activities. There s,

however, no commitment to the funding and stacing of any

individual item at this stade. Developmental worik on these
individual {terms will proceed over the next 12-18 months befors
final cCecisions will ke made on the zctivities to be
incorporated into the program of Bicentennial activitics.

In its draft form the program combines community activities,
education, entertainment and the provision of permanent
facilitics in & program which will strengthen our natioconal
identity, purposce and will. :
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The proposed activitics fall into a nuaboer of general areas:

« A Comsonwealth/State (onmomoLhlec program to provide

memorials to the Bicentenary;

-

T Major cvents to provide a focug for Australians in 1982,

including a Traveliing Exhibition on the theme ¢f the
Bicentenary, 'The australian hchievement';

. EBducational &nd infor ‘t‘on activities including an inquiry

into Australian studies progdrans in schools which would lead to
a deeper & “”Oc‘atiOW dmoxo young Australians of their heritage
and Australia's puath in thc future; o

4' Community based activities, including a nationwide program
of Aboriginal involvament offering aill Australians tho
opoornunwty of C“Minﬂ to a better unuor tanding of Aboriginal
traditions and aspivations;

« Arts and-entertainment activities including performevs from
all countrics which have contributed to the diversity of
today's Austra Llan comnunityy

o A year-lchyg progiran of rajor sporting sctivities,

The plannhing &nd imp‘ﬂmc“tatlou of the Bicentennial pregran
would be very much a partnevsihlp between governmonts at all
ievels, business, communities and individuals,

The Australizn Bicentennisl Authovity has been cateblished to
plan and co-ordinate the year-long program of activities, :
Through ita network of State Councils and Advisory Committecs
the Auchority will be a focal peint for information, quldelines
and partlclpgt‘on. It will be the body throuwgh which .
Rustralians from all walks of life cén channel their :
enthusiasn, talents and jdeas to nmake 1988 .a yreat occasion for
us &ll. ’

As befits a national endcavour of this kind it is important
that the Authority cenjoys the support and confidence of all
Governments and the comaunity and that there is @ close and
effective working roldLLonobxp between all groups connected
with the Bicentenavry.

Fvery company, ovganisation, ,club end person has the chance of
participating in the Bicentenary., Indeed ft is pleacsing to
note the level of jinterest and activity already underway on
Bicentennial activities. As & result of the anared exporienso,
the Bicentcnary will be a unidue, unifying exberience,
The program has a strorg emphasis on community and aducational

aspects which ghould lead to improvements In the quelity of
life in the yeavrs afier the Bicentenary.
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‘Above all the Biecntenary will provide an opportunity for &

—

3”\

Australians to reflect on their origins, to learn the lesso
of history and to use them to plan for a better sociaty in t}
future,

-

The Bicentenary will be 2 most Important event for Australia.
It will be a time for reviewing the advances of the past and
welghing the opportunitites and challenges of the future, It
will be an coccesion for «ll Australians.
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