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gp MONWEALTH PURCHASTWG PREFERFNCE FOR AUE STRALIAN INDUSTRY
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The Commonwo»ltﬁ has decided to establish & Committee

of Minfetere to overgee Commonwcalth purchasing in order
te inprove the effectivencse of the Government' 8 policy
of giving preférence to Austrelian Industry in purchasing
by its Deparfmcnts and suthordities, in linec with the

“Buy Augtralian® campaign,

The function of this Counittee will be to overgee
declsions on purchases by departments and authoriticecs to

ensure that Australien firwms obtain the maxivum benefit

froen these purchaces consistent with revised guildelincs., o~

The Commitetee will be chaived by lr Andrew Pezcock, Ministcr:
for Jandustry and Comunerce, Its other cenbere will be
Mr‘neunan, Mirndster for Administrative Servicens; Mr Hodgnan
Hinister for the Capital Territory and Minister Assisting
the liivd{ster for Industry end Coummerce; Mr Vimer, Minister
for Defence Bupport and Acting Ninioter for Defencey

and Dane Margaret Guilfoyle, Minigter for Finance.

The YMinister for Acdministrative Services will be reeponsidble
for bringing forvard proposals for sfgnificent individuel
purchases. The viecws of other Ministers will be obtained
wvhen their port-folio intevests eave Involved. The criteria
gunnounced by Mr Newmau on 15 Decenber - to provide
preference for Australfsn industry are being l1iberalised.
Hr Newwman had announced that an Australian preference of

20 per cent on price will apply to purcheses uvnder $10,000;
é preference of 20 per c¢ent of the value of the Australian
content will apply to purchases from $10,000 to $100,C00;
qnd puxchases of $100,000 or more will be subject to

‘ﬁurthcr exanination wvhere Australian industry would have

falled to secure the contract after applicetion of the 20

ber cent nmarglu. , eeod/2



Three additional criterfa will) new be taken danto ccongld-
eration Ly the Ministerial Committee, particulz:ily {n

these latter cascs, These ave @

o
. national Intcecrest;
. national seccurity considerations; and
. mafintenance of {ndustrial capacity of pational

importance,.

These additional ecriteria would assistr in meceting the
intention of the Government's policy in relation to

urchasing vrefercnce for Australian industry.
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The Government's purchasing pelicy 1s undevr detalled
examination and the Ministerial Cowmnittee 13 expected to

report bLack on the effectiveness of the new criteria,

The Government 1gs detevwminced that Australiau industiry

end Australian cuployment willl benefit dirvectly {ron

~dndividual purchasing decisious by Departments ond

euthoriticese and from the Cormmonwealth's overall

purchsassing cexpenditures,
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