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VATER RL”ObPCPS DEVELOPMENT

Some time ago I indicated that Australia ought to be looking at
water resource and water conservation programs, ond I guestioned
whether in recent times we have shcown the kinds of imagination
that has been exhibited hv those who sponsored and began the
Snowy lMountains Preoject. This project captured the imagination
of all Austreliazns, Now, in the middle of one of  the worst
droughts in history, and at a time of recession when we neod
more work for Rustralians, it is timely to embark on a further
major expansion of conservation of Australia's very scarce water
supplies, '

Senatoy Cawrick has proposced, and the Governiment has sccented, th
ve should suppert and fund a number of projects in a number of
States. A list of these projects is attached to this statewent,
Tt is an indicative list: I shall be writing Lo the Premiers
.and Senator Carxiclt will be making ’
érrancem 'nts with his State counterparts for consult QLthb

1ext week about the Commonviealth's proposals.

The major nationwide expansion which we are »roposing involves:
J I R 11 J '

. a special 5-yeay supplementary programme to start irmiediately,
aimed at accelerating the development of new water resource
projects; ‘

. a d-year cxtensicn of the existing National Weter Resources
programme to 19867/88

Together, the two measures mean’ that the Commonwealth will
spend akout $640 million over the next 5 Years on water resources
developmnent projects arcund the nation.

. The new S-year vrogram will +cost $70 million annually, end
will concentrate on projects which can be started quickly,
and which will gonoratc gubé.ant;hl imnediate employment.

This new prlcmontcr/ progrem will be concerned with
extenéing drought-proofing measures in rurel arcas, and
further imerV"ﬂ and sccuring town, ciiy and industrial

water supvlies. The new program h’]l generate uvp to 1,750 s
Jobs initially in the construction sector, with a similar
nurbur of jobs being generated in the supplier indusiries

and in the enji: ns:c::j.lg profession.

J

4+
-




In addition to thase projects expanding and improving our.
water resources, the Commonwealth will fund three wajor
feasibility projects. One of thesge projects is the turning
back of certain rivers in Queensland into the inland;
another 1is the turning inland of the northern rivers such
as the Clarence River in New South Wales., We will fund
these feasibility prejects entirely.

There will be a further feasibility project about building

one {further major reservoir in the Snowy Mountains area.

Tt is worth noting that if it hadn't been for the constructicn
of the Darticouth Dam many people who are dependent upon

the Murray/hurrumbidgee systewr including South Australia

would be in a desperate situation today.

Tt is expected that the feasibility projects will take
about two years in each case, and they will provide the
basigs for future Government decisions. :

i
a

The Governmenht is aleo committed to meeting the full
cost of the constructio:n of the Durdekin River Dam, near
Townsville in Queensliand, and this will require about
$80 millicon over the next three years, subject to the
details of the construction timztable.

The mectings belween Senator Caryrick and the State Ministers
will settle the details and implementation of the new progran,
The Commonwealth will take full fipancial responsibility

for providing about $350 million over % years for the new 5.
progrem. -

Expenditure by the Commonwecalth on the extended national
vater resovrces progran is estimated to average ahout

$40 million annually, and the States would be invited

to continue to meet their share on a dellar-for-dollayx

bagle as in the past. :

‘We need to show foresight to make sure that our scarce

vatey supplies are safecuarded and conserved so that they
can be made available to future Australians.
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ﬁu:m"ﬂt cupplies for urban and industriol
pucpoces in the Glac i

- e iapLLAaAlive  LILT  Or , olnCial  TROSESTS
B ¥ ety T
.- . < . v CONSTRUCTYION
PROJECT LOCATION SIZE DETATLS : LEAD TIME "7V LS
[ IEPR :
NEW SOUTH MALES
Split Rock Dam MNanilla 372,000 L Augment supplies for ircigstica, mainly coiton, 4 months 5 years
in Namoi Valley
Clenbawn Daa Muswellbrook 750,000 ML Augrment water suppliecs In Hunter Valley - 2 years
Stage 2
VICTORIA
Y
Lake Y¥errimu Bzcchus Marsh 74,000 ML Increase storage capicity from 15,000 ML to 3 months 3 yea:s
Stage 3 764,000 ML for outer metropoliian arcas and
irrigation cf market gardeaning.
Piping Wirmera- Horshom ~ - Convart existing cpen cheaanel stock and domestic 5 months 5-1C wea:s
Hallee water Ouyen -~ susoly to piped supply. Would save about:
supply scheme Swan Hill 50,030 ¥L anavally now lost by evaporation and }
Stege 1 SCEPREL . -
tiechell River Bairnsdale 15,000 ¥4, Lugment groundwater used for wvegetable production, 3 nonths 5 yecars
Dazm gutd urban supplics for Sairnsdale and holiday
recorts on Gipesland Lsokes.
. - !
GUZEHRSLAHD
Dawsen Kiver Helr Theodore - Repieace old timber welr and lncrease scorage $ wonths 3 years
capecity for agriculeture, mining snd urbon supplies
Hacintyrs River Cocndiwindi - Kegulote relezses from stovoges to fzprove supplies 9 meonths 2 years
Yelr for irvipation. ‘
Awsonge Uum Gladscena 125,000 L 1 yecar 4 yeers
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SOuUTH AUESTRALLIA
Adelaide Wetor adelaicde - scceleratae work on flitracion schome to cverceome - 8 year
Filtration Schena water quality prodblems origiansting in the Murrzay
Northeyn Towns Iron Triangle - Accelgrate work on {iltration scheme to overcowma - 8 years
Vasccr Piitratica  Tewnms water quality problezs origivaring in the Murrzay .
Schewms
Cobdogla Eerri - Insgallarions are nearing end of their cconomic 5 moaths = 5 yzars
Drarnage . life and will heve zo be replsced.
Rehebiticetion
VESTIZRN AUSTRALIA
Goldiieids Hundacing Dam - Scme of the origieral installerions cra unsconomic 3 wonths S yeers
Pipeline to uglgcor ie &rd will have to be replaced.
Rehabtilication -
Harcis Dinm Collie 80,000 ML Previde goed guality water te dilute ssiinity © 9 months & years
in sa;plig, currently sveilable from
Weillingron Daa.
Fdrv ey Som v Harvey 146,000 ML Auznont water supplies for the Harvey % emenins 3 vears
: . Irrigation Areca - vegetables and whole milk
for Perth and south-wes t
TASMANT A
Craigbourne Dam Ccal River -~ . 5,C00 ML A new dars for frrigacd in the Coai River Valle 18 wonths 3 yezrs
north of . —
Richaond
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Hid-Morray Zusisa ircrecase of  Raiso lovol of existing wair ro fncresza crorazo & months 3 yzavs
Storepe 30,000 nL capacity end fmprove scope for fmprovias
' ' regulzeion of rolozzes frem Huoelincoeouzh
sterasoz,
Meainder Lakes danipndee Incroags of  Doisg level of levae Sazks co incraone atorsgo ¢ scaths 3 yeavs
Storaze {necar 760,000 kL capacity frawm 1.8 willion il o 2.5 million 2Lg
Brokza 1{11) " sddicicnsl yield of 46,000 L.
STULYZS AND
TayZeTifavioNns
urray ftivor Dowss lqguss seizztions -
Clerance River Diversion Study
rRorth Queensland Coastal Rivers Inland Giversion Study
. -
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