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WATzER RE'SOUROES DEVELOPMUNT

Some timie ago I indicatod that Australia ought to be looki ng at
water resource and water conservation progqrams and I qusticnec.
whether: in rcen t timen we have shown the kinds of imtag~ination
that ha!s been exhibited by those who sponsored and began the
Snowy M.ountains Project. This prioject captured the imagination
of all Australians. Now, in the MAOdl of one of tho worst
drougjht s in history, ana at a time of rocension whcn we nee
more work for A~ustra lians, it t i nely to embark on a for ther
major expansion of conservation of Australia' s v'ery scarce water
suppl~ies.

Senator Carrick: has proposna, and the Government han accepted, that
we should support and fund a number of projects in a number of
States. A l~ist- of thase projects: is attached to this statemnt.
Tt is an indicative List: I shall be writing9 Lo the Premiers
and Sena tor Carric k will ho makingj
Arrangemenmts with his State coun terparts for consultationis
next week about the C"'ronel t ;proposals.

The major nationwide ex:pansion which wo are proposing involves:

*a special 5-year supplementary pcranneto start ie~atl
aimed at accelerating the development of now: water resourdce
projects;

*a 4-year extenision1 of the existing National Water Resouuces
programnme to l9OV/88.

Together, the two mteasur~es meai that the Com~monwealth will
spend about $640O millAion over the next 5 years onl water resourceo
dovelopmrent projetcts around the nation.

ThQ now 5--yeau7 progjram will cost1 $70 million annually, and
will concentratc on projects which can be otartod quickly,
and] which will gcnorate nub~tantial immediate* employmient.

Thin new su-ppl.e w-ontary prog~ram will. be concerned with
c'xtending c6rought'-proofin 3 moarsures ip rural areas, 3n(o
furthcr improvingo and 5acuriwj to~wn, city an~d iniustrial
water suppl.ies. The now pr-ogjram wil g1cenerate up to 1 ,750
jobs initially in the construct io. sector, with a simil ar
nuAb.-r of jobs boinc! qn~ratc'd in the. s'ippl ier inlus .ri ez:
and i.nr the enin :eerin pr.o fessi 'on.



11n ad&ition to 0.ec1:Qct ex-a ndin':.j ond inzoirjour
water re sourc es,, th'C: Cor-.onwea1 will fund three wajor
fee~sibility projoct-.F. One of thc!se pr(cjects is theo turi nc 
back of certai n11 vrs .in Quc~in Janrd into the i~ad
aniotAhel is thle turniing ii)) anc ofL. the northern ir-jvers such
as tho Clarenice 1Fjuver uin Nev.' South VW11cs. V"e will 1711nd
these 1feasihi lity 2OGL ctr]v

There will be a further f~sbiivproject aibout building
one further major rsririn the Snov.- .1o-untaijns area.
It is weorth j otinq that if it hadn' t been for: the construc U iln
of tho Da r tiu u h Dam ix v voplc, who are depe'ndent upon
the rry1'uvrmiJ l ys tern incl.uding South 7Autralia
would be in a desperate situation today.

It is exuEcted that the fceas.L-ibIiy ?rJcSwill take
-About tw,,o yea4r- in ehC:.sanci they will prov-id-, th
b,315is fo fu11tur(e G'OVCrj:r, ct dl ecij_-ionS,.

The Gcoverroment is also. co:ru'itted2 to mcc-ting the full
cost of the constr-uction of the JDurdckin ?zli\7r D)arn, ni-ar

II mvii in Qu-s an6, and thi s will rccj.ui re albou t
Iril-lionl over the nex-t three ycars, 5ubject to the

cle1tils of the construction tiirtable.

The mteoting5s between Scna\tor Carrick andI the. State Minstern
wil). scttle tChe detaili7 and iI ple cin'Cttion of the new ocrn

TheCorx~owel~hwil t-eft~ 1 iancial re-c-nnibiJlity,
for providino, about $350 i-a-ill ion over 5 ycar,,s for thu- nlew

Rxpenclit-Ure b-y th-e Con~orwcl on the extonded national
water res.ourcos progran% is estimatced to average abourt

mnill ion aninually, an the~c)- States wo, uld bv% invited
to continue to metthe ir slharc on a c1clLar-for-6coi.lin:
basic,$ cis ill the. pas;t.

We t~c' o nhow fore25cht to makef sure that our scarce
water sul:plies are .sa"-(-,,juarded and,1 conse-:rved. ro that they
can be vtaci avail~b).e to future AustrzilianF..
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