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“PE’III\G OF THE WORLD IBRINO CONFIRENCE, FSLSOURNE

uba d ll}c to congratulate the hustralian Association of

5t ed—ﬂefinowamc&uoxs~ew—ezganlslng the first ever VWorld
Hering. Conference and to welcome on behalf of the Australian
Coverament and people all the cverseos vieitors attending this
Conferéncz. - Iwsuld also like to take this opportunity %o
apnlaud” mer*no breedexs for their skill and perserverance in
'ﬂbrov;ﬂg thg merino breed, and in adapting merinos to meet
the. challenges faced by the wool industry over the years.
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;Haréfas 1ittla doubt that the merino is the most sucesssicl
'b,B?&‘@f"Shﬁe%T—but'tth—§PCCQ~S has not coms about by chance
‘It Has bzen very largely achieved through the efforts cf.the
bre 2dérs, through a thorough undsrs tanding and }nva‘¢ute of

Wz breed,. through obserxvation and patient selection, helpad
i worYe veuant yea* by developnents in ogjectlve nethods of
manug>mewt and pbzimentatxon.

.arlnos now cut far heavier flecces than in earlier years. The
verase. WODl production for shecp hias more than doubled, to-
va“~3%~x&~eq~ciean—~ﬁtncn merinos were first bxougn* to
Australia. A number of growers are nuy averayging 5 or 7 kilos,

ﬁdeith supplor°ﬂtary feeding, some sheep are producing ten
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he wcol lnuuotry has had to face a nunber of challeng°s ovay
tha yeara. In the 19305, the 1nuuat1y ds a whole sufrered from
e very real threats and
R e One of the n“jox challengeo came from synthetics,
" whic 5;at~whe*‘t:ﬁﬂ~were~n°w and glamorous. All the doubts about
£ bé_nﬁ*_wool”would survive, all the 0ld arguments about blending
.Oﬂy y2ars-to overcome. But the wool industry has come -through = -
very-strongly, Dot just because nothing can match wool, but algo
bzcanse 6f the great and fundamental changes which have taken
.place in the industry since the 1950s. The ability to blend
~woox~w1th syithetics has obviously been of enornously valuable
‘azaistancdz2 to the wool market, and technical advances such as
“irﬁset, which w0uld have seem°d unthln}able 30 years ago,

o'POme tno Austra‘arn Wool Corpora ion, that the maxhetlng of
xool_hasmhdcgma_sunh a_SJQJLStLCJted and successful business.

coof2




L

o

TSI, S DI RN 1 S

B

STTTYOYT
P

it} ',vl:'\:."rr*l I.:.'.T.'.
: R o

v
TN

R a4

ﬂjxﬁe Abstlal*an Governm er has as e'&tgd with wool promotion for
“pany yeaxs, and grant$ 0 540 millzon pzr apnum ars being provided

{Irom -3980/8) to 1983/%4. The problem of low wool px;ces has be~n
‘cothtered with great succaess, by the establishment of the AWC
VDQf.%lQOlN .price schenz, and inthe present world economic
§c7ina;c}.when nony—prtess—are~falling, it is good that we have
bzen dble to adopt a-srall increase in the floor price for the
1984/%3 season.

ha: loor Pzice SChnma, finanged by the growers themselves,
'hdo helped stabilise returns and at the same time proved financially

”vbuccass ‘ull. . As & result of this success, growers have already

:bcazved -sonme refunds on their Ievy payments., $42 million
w35 . paid havX to growers last year, und a further payment of
$47- mill;on 1“-&%;33%3&-*h*3 year—-- : :

f@he'bontlnang success of wool remains very important to
australia, -for 1980/8), for example, the export value of merino
MOOl, 1ive sheep and meat_is estimated at over $1.5 billicen
"about” 8% of the total value of our proxts. The wool industry's
.capacity. to modernise and ada apt to change, combined with its

de -arm&natloﬂ to maintain and improve standards of production
*ovide grounas for very real confidence in the indus stry's
**utara 7 The future‘wzlP~nc-douoc~brrﬁj new challenges to
merinio breeders and grovers, with developuents in production,
-hanﬂling and na;ketxng, and changes in consumer demanas,

ACODLBTGW g8 sgch as this can play an important role in
*halping: the industry as & whole, and also individual sheep men,
Stol grdsp new -issues and challengee as they arise. I am sure
that participantes at this Conference will he able to gain from
“the dintsrchange of information which will tzke place, and from
hearing about tha d*nb;*ouJu\L1v0*~anﬂ ‘methods of mexino
'.eAdars ln other countrics

lIn“ths end, tha continued success of merinos and the wool industry
Ccores: ‘back to breeding good sheep and the greatest challenge of
th”‘*utura 'will be the breeding of new and cven more successiul
‘merino. Thie will be particularly so in Auztralia
whareathree_Quarters of our 136 million sheep are merinos,
andlabbun;lO% ©of the world’'s sheep are Australian mexinos.

éking placa around the time of the onc—hundredth M=lb0urne

Sheep Show.; 1 am surn it Wlll be a uuccess‘ul conference, the

==-Q0000=F=="

et - DU




