16 QOctober 1981

NEW RIVER MURRAY WATERS AGREEMENT

The Prime Minister, Mr. Malcolm Fraser, said today in Melbourne
that he was pleased that a new River Murray Waters Agreement

has been settled, .

“The new River Murray Waters Agreement would be—the—keynoteof
the Commonwealth'é involvement:with Victoria, New South Waleé

and South Australia in dealing with salinity problems in the.

Murray Valley", the Prime Minister sgaid.

-

The Prime Minister was speaking after a meeting at which he and

the Minister for National Development and Energy, Senator J.L.

Carxick, had met with State Premiers of:New South VWales,

Victoria and South Australia and their Water Resources
HMinistexs to discuss River Murray matters.

The new Agreement would place new responsibilities_on-the River-
Murray Commission. In particular, the Commission would formu-

late water quality objectives and standards for any part of the
RIver-Muxray.
implications of new developments which could have a significant

It would also make assessments of the

on any proposals which might adversely affect water guality, -
The new Agxeement would allow the further development of
strategies to reduce salinity and other water qual}ty problems
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in the River to manageable proportions.

The Prime Minister said that now that Heads of Government had .
reached—agreemerrt—on theé Terms of the new Agreement the -
principles would be applied immediately on an interim basis
pending the completionof-tegislative processes.
that to all intents and purposes the River Murray Commission
_ would be auth A V

s rwpagredririttemutey
preaieeed

This meant

origed to assume its new responsibilities

! irmediately.
L Mr. Fraser said thaéwthe;e were already signs that recent

initiatives by the four govermments are gradually becoming effec~

tive. Improvements will be accelerated by the new Agreement.
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tater quality vecordings hy the River turray Commission over—
the recont severe drought indicated that salinity levels were
lowex than in previous comparable dry periods. It appcears that
i this comparative improvement is due to the initial operations
' of Dartmouth Dam and the effectiveness of alrealdly completed &
salinity control works, he very heavy raini since the b&gin-t

M A
ning of June are having a very beneficlal flushing effect on —

r the river syatem and adequate watey supplies of good guality <

should be avajlablae next season, : : ;

tli:, Fraser sald that the Commonwealth and States' concern for
the economic and envirommental health of the River Murray has

been backed up hy strong action over recent ycars -

—

S *  about $35 million was provided for the construction of

: Dartmouth Dam—and over $26 million in loan funds was
provided to the thres States to help them weet thelr

: respective sharcs of the cost of the project.
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e - # the Dartimouth Dam is now about two-thirds ful) -~ by

almost doubling the freshwater storage under the

controi-of the—River Hurray Commission, it will enable
the Conmission to pursue a nunber of river management
objectives not previously possible, including dilution

R of wriver salinity.

‘ - * in addition, ariging from the 1979 Haunsell Report on
Murray Valley Salinity and Drainage, about $36 million
i

has heen spent on major new salinity control prejects

10 in the Hurray Valley since July 1978 -~ the Commcenviealth
éi has provided $12 nillion -and there are matehing

%- contributions by the States,

i

44

4%5 — ¥ the projeots reconnendad in the 1979 Haunsell Report

i as the nighest priority are new completed oxr well

Sp Wnder way, , e

it .

{'{1‘ . — . .

i * the Corronvealth dntended to procead with the funding of
H' additiona) salinity contrcl projects in accordance with
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priovivies jdenkified hy the States, in conjunction with
~the River Murray Commission. Ce Cr e e




s dd sl TR e ATV ,.:..vr14'—.—\~ =

> ._‘,..'...m..-

Epev———y SEl
popruRRE B

3
J.

g ma T be

e re

wprne

£

3, . —_—

The Prime Minister said that all Covernments had adreed that
improved irrigation practices were a fundamental element in —
rceducing salinity problems in the HMurray River Valley and it

was essential that rapid progress was nade in this regard.
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Ministers had agread*fherefore,that.officials'should yeview the

extent to which irrigators wére adopting improved practiceskto ’

reduce salinity and the possible need for additional incenfives
to hasten to adoption-of new practices,

In this context, the Prime tinister referred tothe- new taxa-
tion concessions whieh- the—Comonwealth had introduced in April
and December 1930 to encourage irrigatoxrs to improve their
irrigation practices and salinity control. These concessions
allowed the full write-off of expenditures_in the same year as
the expenditure oceurred. This generous concession was already
in place and was cneouraging irrigators to improve their
'practices and to combat salinity. ___ —_
The Prime Minister sald that before any further decisions ave
considered on a major follow-up to the current implementation
of the Maunsell plan of action, some tine is heeded to assess
the effectivenass of the high priority projects now undervay,
the full inteyration of the Dartmouth Dam -into the operations
of the River Murray Commission, improved irrigation practices
and the new water quality responsibilities of the River mMurray
Cormission. When these asscssments become possible, the
Commonwealth will give carefunl consideration to proposals for
further salinity control projects in the durray Valley,

The Prime Minister sald that to hasten this process of assess-
ment the Rivei Murray Commission is éngaging - consultants to
develop a mathematica) computer model enhich will enable the
Comnission to simulate the oparation oT/the whole River Murray
system in terms, not only of river flow and storage changes, but
also water guality. This model will enable the Commonwvealth

and State Covermments to ewamine all avallable options for new
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initiatives in managing the river, having regard to both water

quantity and qguality, : .

While the Commonwealth is making aAsignificant contrihution to .
combatting salinity in the River Murray, it has made an equally
important contribution to helping South Australia lmprove the °
quality of river water supplies for urban purposes. By the end. -
of this financial year, over $40 million will have heen pro-. i
vided towards the cozt of a filtration scheme for Adelaide to
yveduce turbidity in water supplies and, at the same time,

improve both the taste and odour of treated water for domestic

purposes.
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“The River Murray Waters Agreement has worked to the advantage
of all three States over the past 60 years ox so, and its

revision to meet today's requirciments is a milestone in

co~operative management of the River's water and in improving

water quality in the River", the Prinme Minldster concluded,
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