RADIO INTERVIEW - JOYN LAW'S PROGRAMME - WITH 'I'BE PR]ME MINYSTER
FRIDRY 1 AUGUST 19SI

Prime Minister: Happy birthday John. :
Laws: Ah, that's very nice of you. Thank ybu..}That‘s_very“.

- nice of you I appreciate i,

Prime Minister: Anyway, what are you gozng to do?

Laws: 1'm going to get back on that big motor bnke that yon
told me not to get on.

Prime Minister: Which one is it this time?

LaWs: 1 dxdn't buy that one that we were talking about. ‘i géf -

. hold of a 430 Husquavana,

Prime Minister: Oh, good heavens.

Laws: Great motor bike.

Prime Minister: That's a really exciting machine.‘ o ,i
gggg:, Yes, that's a fabulous motor bike and there's another
one éround, that if eQer you get an opportunity to try it you
éhould It’s a 390 cC Husquavana'kntbmatic. Aﬁd'fhat;s ’

unbellevable it's really a fabulous motor bxke. while we're

::into macbinery, are you g01ng to buy that 1ittle Alfa - they

said Qn the televlsion therther night you were 1ooking out to

" buy?

Prime Minister: That was during the car strike down here

and I was driving myself and enjoying it. 3It's.a lovely litile

car but the agent's got a twin = better vexrsion which is just

a little bit tougher. So I'm tempted but I don't get a chance

" to drive very much, but it's a beautiful machine it really is.

———

Lawe: VYes, it looks very good and it looks as though it'd handle

vretty vell,
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. Prime Minister: You fell off’

Prime Minister: It handles very well and it's got a lot of room

-

in.the front. It's a small trunk but it fits in tall people

very easily.
Laws. Yes, 1 haven t looked at them ox sat in them, but 1'11
take your advice on that as I took yovxy advice on the motor bike :

and 1 did fall off the motor bxke incidentally.

go away thxngs seem to happen and when you come back they scem

Laws: Yes I certainly d1d

Prime Minister: It's very casy to do.‘

LaWsi_'It's not difficult is it! hell, you've come back to

some interesting situations in Australia. It seems when you ,'

to happen even more because next week you've got this sumnit

meeting to decide on the alternatives to wage indexation. Did

© you really predict the downfall of indexation?

- Prime Minister:‘ No, I think that probably moved a little faster

_than 1 would have expected. The main thing next week is to get4

- a broad understandzng cf the Government's posit1on. We have got

on the boara in terms of -

“and employment that's rising and real waqes have also risen very

:substantlally over the last 12 months, and so you. know w

oughtn't to have to argue the real benefits. of obix polzcxes, but

we have got to consolidate it and build on it and make sure it

' doesn't get blown away by irrationally stupid or unreasonable

stxikes or by a few powerful people in the community txying to.

gxab too much fof themselves., And, you know, the ACTU wants vs

to maintain a centralised éystem of wage fixing, well, you know,
if they want that and.are serious about it, and I've got no

reason to doubt it, then I think the community has a rxight to
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expect some kind of restraint on claims made outside the

"arbitration Bystem.

Laws: What sort of stand do you expect from the ACTV?

Prime Minister: During the Transpoxt Workers' dispute, I

think they demonstrated and we demonstrated that we could

both work together as Australxans, certainly from different
organisations, but nobody was trying to grandstand, nobody'
was trying to score points over the other or claim victories

or defecats; we were trying to solve a problem tOgether on the

Abasis of some agreed principles. - And basxcally, ‘that wor?ed,

~and it was sensible.. I can see no reason why we shoulan t

approach matters next week in the same week, We can't solve

thihgs next week, becavse these are matters_which involve the

-hrbitration Commission, they not only involve the ACTU they
.  involve all their constituent parts all the other trade uniono.
- Laws: - hhat are the alternatives to wage indeyation?

" Prime Mznnster- WQll, over the time you have a number of

dlffcrent sitvations -~ you've had an annual national waqe case

apaxt from other industry cases. throuqhout the.course.of a year

- that's. bappened, you know, qguite frequently ducing the course of

Australla s hlstory. The cammon factorxr has been the rellance
that has always been made on a centralised wage fixation system,
And if the RCTU say they want to maintainAthat, and I.pén
understand théir reasons for it becoose i£ is‘that sysﬁem that
protects the weaker unions ond the weaker people in the community.
But at the same time, if we are going to maintain éroitration

as we traditionally know it, 1 think we have got to do more

fo make sure that unreasonable strikes do not occur, and that
people accept the unbiased verdict, or they~think,that we ought

to be going to collective bargaining snd these are legally

enforceable
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' Lﬁwsz Yes, well, what 8 - the possibillty of that?

' Przme Minister: Well, it would be a very substantial change

from the current situatlon. ‘X know it would make a lot of -

_empioyérs nervous'and'it's not being advocated by thé trade
'.unions., But, I don't wént to gb into the discussions next
. week, you know, having stated fzxed views. I want fo, on

'_Tuesday when the Government meets, be able to clarify on our

own mind, on: the variovus options that night be available to

,us, and then discuss these in a plain way first with the

employers,:then withAthe.unxons, and then on the.Thursday

we have got diScussions with the States also about waées;

: bht“also about where we.are going with iﬁtexest raﬁes.
- Laws : Now, tell me is one of the prime objecﬁions of these

. discussions next week to do something about the strike I

gitvation as it has eyistcd'in the past 12 months in Avstralia?

V-.Prime Minister: VYes, of course it 1s..

A:Laws:. Do_you think that you are goinq to have any Joy ther'°? =
'”;DO you think that the unions and the more powerful and

: generally more militant unions, will be ever prepared to |

accept the umplre B decision?

Prime Minister: 1 thznk that they are startxng to understand

that the community is increabzngly impatient thh unreasonable
strikes. For example, i1 believe that most unions who are now
involved in Commonwealth cmployment know that we would be using

the Commonwcalth sessional provisions in the Commonwealth

-employment bill which was passed some time ago which encbles

vs to suspend or stand down people who aren't doing the noxmal
work for which they are paid. hnd you know, we started off by
saying that we only wanted to use this legislation as a |

last resort. Well we're getting to the stage when people who




have ignored arbitration, who won't accept the nmpire'b verdict,

thgn they go along and do 70% or 80% of their work, they expect
to be paid by government, which is not really by government, it-
is by taxpayers, by John.Laws, and all the peop1e whp have
written to you and everyone else, and we have virtu&lly come

~to the position where people are going to dp'this act énd.

Qhese powers,will be used and peoplé will be suspended forthwith.
ﬁow,,l‘think dlready'thére‘s starting to be an understanding |
) {5 Qhaﬁ_we say»té the uvnions, thétJthis is<thg p§sitioh.. And;~:'.”
v@aybe a glimmerings of a greater degrece of ieséoﬁsibiligy and
é¢mmon$ense as a result. - | | ‘ |
&égg: We secem to go 50 close to it so often, théré seems to
‘Gevelop a situation where we almost feach.a cxisis point and
the Government appears that it's goinyg to show a,greai_deal of .
 ¥strcngth and there’ 5 talk of deregistration of unxons, .there's
‘:talk of massive standowns or whatever it might be,: and then lt
seems to flzz.. S

VPrime Minister:"Thé reésoh it hasn‘ﬁ is because the;uniéns then

Adfaw back., See, you take the Transport Workers' disbuté and the
Mdisputes in Telecom., We were using in the shorthand term the

- ‘feedback' as it s called, and we had over 2, 000 people suspended,

- there would have been about 20,000 people suspendad, and then

‘the ACTU wanted talks, we came to an ar:angemen& which was
xeasonable and'people went back to work without aby bans and'
1iimitationsAso the suspensions vere lifted; . but fhe Transport
Workers' Union, we said look we wouvld rather get a declaration
from the Arbitraticn Commission which would either have enabled
vs to dercgister the.Union or bart of the Union, or exercise
othex powers on‘the basis that the nhrbitration Commission has

indicated that the Transport Workers' Union had threatened the




.. firmly and irreVocably ; If the Transport wOrPers Union were

'safety, health or welfare of the communityoor part ofsthe

commonity. and you know, they were refusing to drive miik
trucks and all this sort of thing. : o A
~ Laws: But don t you think it will happen aqain? . '

Prime Minister: If it happens again we will go to that |

- position, but they said alrlght, if we all go back to work .

are you goihg to continue with toat action; weil_on:the.

béSis that fhey'were prepared to ‘go baok to work forihwith

it was reasonable enough not to continue with that aotxon.
',Laws- But, what happens if the same. situation arises again ;."4

: and you re forced into.a p051t1on where you have got to make

moves so0 it looks as though there is a possibility of
deregistration of the union and then they go back to work again,
the damage is still done isn't it?

Prime Minister: The damage is still done, but 1. th)ny out of

| 1t all there's coming a greater understanding of the union e ;
. movement that the Government wil; *uso the powe:.that it has .
 taken fo itself by logislation_oyér the last two or. three
yéars and if people behave unreasonably towards the wider

community then we will if necessa:n'use the powérs avickly Ana‘

:threatenlng m;lk suppliecs to baby health centres and hospitals
again, 1 doubt if anyone could persuade us to call the action
'off. I thipk if‘would be the'third time. ~You see, the |
legislation was put in place when the Transport wOrkers' Union. did th:

“in Vlctoria, I think, what, two or three yedrr ago.

Laws: So, in other worxds, they have had fair warning, they've
had two or threce bltes at that cherxy.

Prime Minister: It was pot there, because they you know, with

respect to milk, they held up milk two or three years ago and




- next time you may not dxaw back as qulckly as you dxd this txme? .

we didn't have‘the powers we needed to deal with them,
Tony Street then introduced these additional sections into
the legislatibn, we showed that we were quité prepared'to
use .those provisions in the dispute of two 6r three weeks
ago.

Laws: Prime Minister, I am going to have to leave YOu

because we are abovt to encounter the news., But, in summary,

'Prxme Binister: MNext time, if they cut milk supplxes. again

. keeping it nlce and s;mple, 1 believe that we would go straight

. in and uvse those proviszons and would not draw back from it..i

1Laws:v Thank'svvery much for yourAtime, it was good to talk

to you.

- Prime Ministex: Thank you very much.

- Lawss: Goodbye. S

Prime Hinistef of Ahustralia, Malcolm Fraser,» 
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