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S48 Pze,Ldant, bu'PLemth, my colleagues, ladies and gentlement, -
I can't necassarily say I am 1aLL)cu)a7]y pleaged to be here

o this occasion, but ¥ hope you won't miscenstrue that, .
I hop2 you also won't misconstrue ik 1t T apologise for

Tamie and say thabk shie is8 unable to bha here,

Theore are onFor tho things I womld like to say. First 1 sould
like to congratulate the counail for gehiing its new orqanisation
launched, The elections were held yesterday, and ¥ think the
omens for the fubure arve good, An enormous amount of work went
into the preparation of the new administrative committee and

the poliey ansembl/, and the avrangepents involved in that,

and X amwe thak the party is going to be strangithenad by the
esolve whlen 3 hedleve we all have to nake sure the organisation
is sirengthzned and nade more effaclhive

I wonld also like to say how etrongly the ¥eddra) Govexnment
ig standing with and bhehind L)Pdaev Thorpaon., I haven't gaot

tha stightest doubt that Lindsay isaoing to win thn nexh

State electinn and win it well. Y also helisva Lhat somekinmas,

Premiers' Conferences aren't all that thoy ounght to ba, and ¥

wonld ba the firat to acknowledgs Lhat, but I helisve that the

last Premiers' Conferencs showed that ths kxind of digaouszions

that the Premier and I hava hsen able to have, have advanegd

the cause of the Stale of Victoria, and was delighted to

ses that bindsay hinseld acknewiadged thal wihen he came away

from that last Premiors! Conferencs and Loars Council,

We will be gesking to act in that veln and do everybhing

to do everylhing that we posaibly can to advancs the cauwse

of the Linhcral Party in this State throwghonh Lhe coming

mﬂhth:’»‘ »

The current industrial sitnation iz obviously ong of envimous
difficulty., Tvo or three years ago when th9 Transportl Horkers
Unjion, on strike at tha +‘m-, disruphed milk supplies in this
Stata, Tony Straet aimued the Comx onwen‘th s)th lagiglation

that could lead to a spaoedy deregistrabion bub shich wou)d

also enable tha Cornonwealth Lo erxercise considerables povers

in a nunber of waya, It is Section )43d and ik involves

sgeking a declayration from tha Arbitrakien Commission that

a particulanr union has, i3 threatening to or i daraging tha
saftey health or weBuwe of tha communiiy, We belleva, in consultation
with the State governnaht last wenk thah sueh a dueclaration oughi:
to he gought against tha Transporxt Workers Union. IL had in fanl
bean an eavlier Transport Workers Unlen strike that was
insteomental in that clavse beluy pul when Tony viad Minlstoy

for Industnrial Ralations, ints the Conciliaotion and Avbitrabtion
Pok, AL tha samn timpe, we have becors a )ittle tired of our

oW employesng nndvﬂt;nq bans and limitationg throughouk

various areas in the Commordrealih Public Servios and H.é*moze,
e jtave made un oupr minds to was the susoanslon pravisiona

for all of those irvolved in industrial actlon, tha saspsihslen
provisions, aycsin, of a new Aol thah vias introducad wnlle

Tony Streeh wax Minister for Induabrial Balstlons,

e




et wagats o' s
P eI 1t

oy e e =

v g r

ooaly e ~ S SRS Y

R Jom gt o R i R corer - Ay ARy f e ap oy S s ¢

no

e TG T ES e DT PO YT

o e mpp e

Thay have been getting around no work no pay provisions bacause
ohe person would disxupt serVices one day, another the naxt,.
Hohndy paid much penalbly eucept tha communily who paid

au enormous cost for the Services that were not deliveyred

ay thay ought by paople whor the community were in fact paying,
People sonetinmns say thalt thay ave governmenk emplovees,
Really, they are not. They are employees of all of you.

They are pald for by thv taves thal are taken from all of -
you, 1 bheliave Lhat taw payers have the right to expect

that. paople will in ldL, do a falr days woxk and tfulfill y

thelr nowvmal responsibilities when tnnw are bhoing pald for by
the-generality of Australian tawx payers, 8o, we made the
dzeision Lo use  those sugpension provisiens and I think
anout 2,000 paople had been guspended and it was for

an 1ndnf1n1+n texm which would have boaen for the period

ol whatevey the industiia) action might be being undertaken

by their union, So, in some uniona, that could be or could
have bheen in force for a consideranle pariod of tinme,

—— o

tHow, at this point, the Preaident of thn ACTU, My Dolan,

rvan me, and ¥ pay full credit to him for doing it, I have

qgot to say it has begen pointed out by sone of the journalista
his predecsssor would not have done 8o and he asked that we have
tha discussion ahout these matters because we had recognised,.
as the State governpent had, that the operatlon of the wage
indexation prlnCLples and guidslines waz tending to make

some people feel that they werg shut out, that thay couldn't
have thelr case heanrd, adsguately or I&d’OHdbl before

the Commission, because of the gquidelines, haL is nwot a
question of blaming the commission, it is jU st stating

a fact, and I think it was widasly raecognised in  a nunber

of disputes involving hoth the State and the Comuonwealth

snd private employers. So, in the discusslons that I have

had with Lindaay Thompson, his Ministers and mine, and with
this organisation about a week or so ago, we virtually agreed
that there needad to be some modification of the operation

of the guldelines to try and take some of the heat out of the
intdustrial disputes and the damage that wag heing caused as

a resalt. Now, bhuilding on that, the arrangauend that we cawe
to whan we met with the Australian Council of Trade Unionz
was that We would call off the ackion that we had inatituted
the suapensions, that we would not continue with action, we
would put aside action undexr S=ction 1438 and nmove to do so
providing there is progress in the Arbitration Commission
tomorrow morning - I think it is down for hearing ak 10,30 -
and we willl jointly, with the ACTU, recognizge thabt thore neads
to h2 some adjustment to the guidslines, and they Tfor thelr
part, wonld racomnmand and use all theipr enargiss to achieve

a full return to work in all these najor d:sHaLe without
any bans or limitations,

T think it is.common knowledge that the ACTU has run into

ona or two Giffjiculties, and having that £fulfilled as quickly
as 7 bhelisve that they wouldd want, buk I haven't got any doubt
at all about the sincerity of the ACTU and of their officars
in carrying out their commitmant ad agreemant with the
Government which 3 belisve 1s & reasSonable and a ssnsible
document winlch hopefully can open up & naw and nuch hebkeyr
era.‘in 1ndusrkun) relations than vwe have had for quite eong
time
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The Premier has been involved and I have been involved thig
morning in dissussions, I spent a good deal of vesterday on

the telephone, and alsv involved in discussions—mostly

related to the Transport Workers Union, and it is expected -

if Y may say, provided Mr Hodgson can be found - it is expected
that there will be discussions that could lead to a statement
later today that miglht advance the situation quite considerably, -
I hope very much that that ig so and I will continue to hola
myself availlable in case further discussions are needed later .
on in the afterncon.

I can't really gay very much more than that, but it does
bring you up to date, I think progress is being made, even
though, 1f you are listening to the newspapers or as I am
told reading the Sunday newspaper, which I don't. and haven't
read, in faclk, you might believe that there is a worsgened
situation, I don't really helieve that because to have a
position in which the Auatvalian Council) of rade Unions
with its full authority is working for a full and complete
resumption of work, without any bans or limitations, is a
very considerahle advance indeed, and I think it is the
first time that that has been achievea,

We might have to espact that some of the disputes will be
easier to resolve than others. Thay are not all going to be
solved at eractly the same minute, but they understand the
reed, the urgency and the speedy resoluilion so that Australia
can get ahout its business in a proper way. I hope, and I
believe they hope, we can huild on that for the future and
establish a hetter gituation. T T o

If.-XI c¢an say that one of the things that reslly does concern

me a little bit is that there are going to be 100 heads of
government in BrilLain this wesXk who all know that it is
industrial dlieputes that have stopped the Auatralian

Prime dinister heing in London. That is _sgomelthing which

does concern e because it is not good for Australia's
veputation, Quite apart from thal, Lhe newspapers centre

on the great event of a roya) wedding, and that obviouzly

is & once in a life time occasion, but ¥ had organized through
the course of this week and on my return with Mrs Gandni

in Delhi because she is not aple to leave India, a very
substantial range of discugsions with-a-number--of he2ads

of government, obviocusly with Margeret Thatehex, and Pierre Trudeau
and a nunber of other leaders fHrom the Commonwealth, about
issueg of great inportance to Auatvalia, the holding of a
Commonwealtn Heads of CGovernment Moesting in this elty in a
month or two's time, and those discussions no doubt would have
eased the path of that nezeting hecause I think wa are all aware
that there are some gensitive lssues to~he handled. I have
confidence {n the good senge of the Cummonwealth in comine

to that, hut in particular, I weuld nave been having discussions
in Britain and with Pripe Minister Trudeau about the Sirnal

and reguests that have heen put to us and to other p2ople,

Those discudsions would have been of very real imporlance,

in Wtirately helping Auatralia core to the appropriate decision.
So, also, fior these reaszons, I regrel thal it has nok beer
possible, in one sense, what 1 should have heen doing, but Af I
had beecn, I vionldn't have had the opportunity to be heére and
wigh this organigatlion well as it does enbark on a new chaptern




with a new organisation whieh I helieve will serve the

State of Victoria, the Libaral government and continuation

of that government, and the continuvation of t¢he Federal Goverpment
in the years ahead,

I would like to take this oppertunity of thauking you all
for the work that has haen done in the organisation in the
i — past, and thank youw also in expectation of what I know you
will he doing foxr thes future,
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