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MUDRESS T0 THE STATE COUNCIL OF 'THE

QUEBNSLAND  LIBERAL PARTY

The Libexal Party has made an Oueense contribution to Australia
and to Quesnsland, N atrong Libexal Yarty in every State ig
australia‘'s best guarantee for the future. We Liboerals kuow
well that no other party will advanes the values ip which we
belticve., /mnd they arve not just our values, Ovr policies

reflect the valucs of mest pustralians,

vhy did Peter White do so woll in MeoRherson, S0 noch better
than our critics expected? T4 was bhecauze of his positive
Lihcral policies, the spirit of energy and co-opceration ho
slood for, and his committment to a way of 1ifce for all
Ausiraliang

As you Know, my good fricnd Joh tried «il hie persuasive
powers in MePherson, bBubt it was oux policics and ouy
vhilosophics whiizh plk/ul7ld. 1t s the Liberal Yarty
that represents the Australian community in its entirety

We redject scctionalism in all its forms, just as we reject
soviallismand othey backward-looking philosophics. We stand
for f{recdom, oY 31t iz the {ree actions and initiatives of
Austxalian wnich will give Australia a progressive and
ynamie futvre, MWe are the {ree enterprisce party, and we have
achieved the great upsurge in private activity now taking
place in hustralia, .

Liberals are also forewosi in taking positive actioen to defond
individual rights and civil liberties. It is Libwtrals who
speak out ftor cowmmuniily responsihility and sct the standavde
of public Yife, A strong Liberal Tarty in Queensland is
cusential on the national scene and also for the future of
Oueensland, But a strong Laberal varty depends on a strong
grass roots or¢ganisation.

Oonly by building at branch levels wi)t we be able Lo serve
Australia besh, 1 want Queenslanders from Ganboringe to
Boulia, from Burketown to Cunnamulla, to have the option

of joining a Liberal TParty branch, Too often in this
State that option has not ¢xizted,
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Work and dedication are reguired, and the active lecadership

of Tarliamentary respresentatives. But without stroung

branches, we conno. hope to win non-Liberal scats which sh 11d

e Liberxal., We must be ready, so.that we can captuxc these seatls
whon opportunities arisc,

Where our party has advanecd in strength and punbers, Lt is
only because the foundations have been laid at the base level,
ad it is by building from the base that we will attain angd
maintain a powition of strength and supremacy. We must act
50 t—hat !l'(()r(, dr}d Il\r)l(‘ CH\ ﬁk)lc lof‘,k to our pdrtu &C’l lCle(L 'hll)
and 80 that everyone knows that we alone are a trxuly
nationwide paxty,

Ve st meintain our constancy of purpopse for it is that which
gives our party the will and strength to ride the stoxmz and to
be a guiding foxce in Rustralian life. We have provided
lcadership to Australia because of oux steady purpose and
philosophical dircction, and at no tie in recent years has
Lhat sense of purpose and dircction becen stronger than

12 is now. Our philosophy hus now come to the forefront

and this is in itrelf a remarkable turnabout. For it was

only in 1972 that Whitlamwism - the so~callced moderatc version
cf Labor socialism - was in £ull flood,

This doetcine gave a vast role to qovermment and so ther

envued  an endless creation of departments, boards and commwﬂulonn
which produced a rise of 52,000 in Commonwealth ewployient in thyee

years, while employnent in private enterprisc was underinined,
Under this doctrine, the Stales were to ho replacced by the |
agents of Canberra, snd private enterprisce wos subjected to the
mozt detadiloed OOVPJHMDHt dircetion and regulation. '

In short, this doctrine asserted that gevernments and
burcaucrats know what is good {or us bettexr than we know

it ourgelves. Bveryone: oxcept Labor now yoejects that doctedne.
indeed, their federal exccutive only a few days ago reasscrted
the socilalisation objective of their purty,

7he Laboy Yarty rowpains rescolate in its detoermination to

face the past, to look backward rather than toward the futuxe,
Phere is now virtunllily universal rocognition that the right
direction for Auetralia roguives cutting back on burcaucracy
and waste in governwent, reducing costly rcegulation, and
Auplication between Commonwealtl and Stales, encouraging
private cnterprisc, reducing government spending, and
retucning wo people through lower taxes a grealer say over
how theolr own ecarnings arce to bo spent,

The acceptance by Australiansg that this direction is the right
one it ap cnormous achievement.,  Our party was at the forefront
in world terms in recognising during the scvenlics the kind

of qovernment that woul@ be appropriate for thoe rest of this
century, e realised that certadn policics that had been
effective in earlier decades would no longoer work.  And our
1675 programee spelled out the policies that arc producing

in thie countxy the way of life vhich Aus t)ollanc value,

ook forward to, end arc eptitlced to have. We took a lead

at a time when many poople were confused,
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While each State sces its proposals as cssential, such a :
level of boxrowing would drive up interest rates, threatening

the drecam of home ownership, damaginy small buziness and

possibly even stopping the development that would justify

the proposals themselves,

L is very obvious indeed that this pPremicrs' Conference will

reguire co-operation and a clcur view of our philosophy

7111 assist ip getlting wise Gecisions on these issucs.

Our new Health policy also expresses our philosophy cleaxly, ;
This policy provides incentives to insurance and encouxagcs )
people Lo look after themsclves, bBut at the same time it looks

efter the needy and the disadvantaged by providing for {ree .
health care for over 3 million people, 1t cliwinates -
the situation where health costs of the well-to-do are

paid for by the taxpaycr, and ii neans that one bureaucracy

vather than two will be involved in the running of ecach

State's public hospitals.

While these recont decisions have made our direction clearcr

than ever, wo have beenpmoving steadily in this direction ever

cince 1975, and our nmove towards more limited and modern

(_I(J\’el'lﬂn(-‘l)t nas boon an il'lf.(‘.g),‘:_’x,l pzu‘t of coonomic Yevival, .
Inflation has, of coursce, been our first priority and we shall
Keep our grip on that as tight as ever, 1t is that arip which :
has distinguished Mustralia from so many overseas eCconomios,

that grip which hae enabled Avsiralia's suceess,  And if anyone
-says that - we have placed oo much comphasis O0n cconomic

mamagoent , Iowonld simply say that a sound cconomy is {he
procondition of almost cvery other ¢goal, )

Cur economic policics, and the scope which we have given

to privete anitiative have unleashed enormous oreative

energics and the progress this country 18 now making is

remarkable,  ‘The wost recent figures show that in the half

vauar to Decenmbiey, non=farm product groew al an amual rate

of 6,5% which is an outstanding rate by OBCD standards,

nnd private business investment is now rising at the strongesti

rate for three decades.  The April wnenploymeni rate of

$5.06% was the lowest April rate forfour years, Moassive job

creation is how taking place, Over the twe years to last

December, 256,000 new jobe have beon created by private

enterprice.  And in all these economic¢ improvenents, '
rustxalia has been moving against the tide - while other

:ountyies have been standing stild or even going backwards, j
we are going forwayd, :
Private enterprise has taken full advantage of the opportunitics :
our pelicies have implanted, and nustraliang are feeling :
the benefits.  There 15 one particular point on which we must !
be very clear indced. Our policics of limited goverrnment :
are Lthe policies {foroxpansion and growth. These policies :
not only create opportunitics in the private sector,

thoey also produce more of the wealth that is npecded to fund

priority government proyrammess and at thoe same time, they

encourage governments to decide just where thelr prioriticee

really lice,
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Ladics and gontlemen, for decades, governments have been
taking more and more from people in taxes, Those has to be
a linit to #haet process. The time hag come for government
Lo stop takipng a larger and laryger share of the nation's
rosourecs, 1f the Govermment wanls to spend mors in sone
arew, then it should re-allogate itz priorities, a8 fox
exmrple in cducation, Wnere we arce increasing tne overall
Commonwealth comuitment by 1,5% in real terms in 1982,

this is the way to protect the rights of taxpayers, and

let there be no mistake - we axe thoe low fax party.

in the three Labor budgets, the tax receipts of the
Commonwenlth incrcascd by over 10% per annmm in real tovme,
Iy our five budgets, we have cut it back to 3¢ per @nnum
in real terms. Genvine {ax reductions can be achieved in
only onc way, only by policies which stimulate national
prospoerity on the one hand and hold back the demends of
govermuent on the other.

For the coming year, there is a tax cul which will leave
S500 million morc in taxpayers! pockets and the rebate

on healdh inpurance is expected to redvce the Commonwcalth'g
rovenus by a fucther $500 million in the following yearc,

We belicve that people can judge theiv own pecds and wants

& great deal better than can politicians ov wfficials,

Thic i what freedom ia all about, and we beolicve that this
{frecdom will produce a much better Auvstralia, and a much
beticyr cxpresgion of the values of hustralians, than one
built by government deorcs,  But to gain the fulil hencfits
of irecdom , prople munt recognise that freedem and
responeibility go hand in band - that freedom depends

upon a senge of moral obligation without recourse to laws
at cvery point. & pactnorship is suwccessful when the
partners understand end work with each other, and know what
their contribution should ke, XL they ever have to 100k

ap the partnership agrecment, the agreement 15 doomed.

In cur own gociety, a proper sepse of obligation ie misring
in several arcas right now - in tax avoidance, in inqustrial
digpmtes, and in relation to inflation itgelf. John Howard
has voeently introduced legislation to stamp out the

gross tax avoidancs schomes which have been growing up
whereby people bave refuscd to help pay for the servicoes
goverment juet provide, Toudh legislation is unavaoidable
but it is very much o sezond best seolution. The real solution
lies in a genuine accoptance throughout the corwunity that
we all have obligations to our fellow cltizens to contribute
to the commuiiiy and not just to grab what we can. 1f ¢cvory
anti-social activity had to be proscribed and banned by law,
then we would be overwhelmed by laws and freedom could not
survive,
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Again, militant unions soem to believe that anything is
legitimate to achieve higher wages for their own menbers
regardlevs of the effecte of theix actions on other people,
Vital telephoens services can e shut down, beaches floodeq
with gewerage, travellers stranded ovorsceas under conditions
of serious hardship, and we axe told by wilitant union leadecs
that all this is justified to achieve more money for theix

Oy EphErs,

There is a selfishness in this, which iz deeply harmful
and destructive 1o Australian valuns, for it is a way of
stealing, through inflation, the gavings of those who

are not nenbers of these uwnions, and strikeg a blow ot the
foundations of economic recovexy on which many thousands
of people are depending for jobm,

Once again, strong laws are a second begt solwtion. A sense
of what we ows to others is egually important In dealing
with inflation., Sound and responsible govednment policics
arz of course cnueptial, but once again, comnmuniiy attitudew
arve vital, 1f real dgrowth in production riscs by 3% or 4%
in a yedr, and incomes rise by 13% or 14%, as they did last
vear, then inflation is certain.  And all the ill-cffecte

of inflation ave sure to f0Ylow,  Laws cah help with these
prablems but we cannot live by laws alone.

that 1&g iwportont. is a sonusec of how to dea) with othor
Speople In our dally lives, 1he Liberal Pariy bas a particulay
rosponsibility. 1t is the party which genuwincly believes in
comani by responsibility, which genuinely believes that cach
¢ every poraen should be concernsed abhout the well-being

of all othey wowbers of our sociely, and we in the Liberasl
Pacty nust take the lead in developing thig sense of
community as the real alternative to more regulation and
conteol by government ot all levels, hli nenbers of the
community have moral obliastione to other people,

THose wno make profitsmust cealisce their obligation to
contribute to wider objectives within our socigty, just

2z those who teach our ehildren noeed to zee thelr profosgion
az more than simply doing a job, just as politiciang need

to recogniee thal in governing a country, they are creating
the framework in which peopls live their lives, Community
responsibhility epltomises some aontyal foeatures o onre approach
to government, and of the way of Yife that we believe in,

1t i our sense ol the commmity as & whole that enables us

to genwinely take o long perspective, and to consider where our
netions and policies will leave hustralio years shead, even
thougl siome peceessayy actions may be wpopular in the short
L,
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Our scnse of corsiunlity undorlines our whole philosophy of
Tife, We Lweliewe in Lreslon hecause of the faith we have

in the attitudes Auvstralians have to one another, Limited
govarypient does pot just ieecan lower goverimmment expenditure,
Lip ted govevmeent is the only way to achicve the kind of
socicly that hugtralians want, for 1t i1s the only philosophy
of government which yeconeiles and hrings togethoey, oar
objectives of grcater economic orowth and wider naterial
prosperity with lower taxation, more scoure civil libertices,
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morce cmployment opportuniticsg and a concentration of assistance
on thosc in nced, 1t is a philosophy of govermment which
realices that & nation's true resources axe the talents and
energies of the people, It ig a philosophy whieh protects

those who need protection and help and opens opporlunitices

for talent and ability, It means thail the ideas and agpirations
of people reccive the widest possible cexpression, 1t means
that the wants and feclings of people have the widezt poesible
aceeptance, The way of frecdom is the way to make the most

of the great future that awaite Ructralia. Tt is our

great responsibility to make sure that the way of freedom
prevalls,
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