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~towards midnight. -It is imperative that it be: stopped if
ﬂconsequences of the utmost gxav1ty are not to bc set 1n txa:n.-

i . ¥ The Soviet: Union and its Warsaw Pact associates are exerting ... -
yA,-;f:;i,great pressure. on Poland and. have adopted a mogt Jntxmxdatoxy ~3

' ﬁi*++% ~military posture. - The clock of -the Polish crisis is tickinq

;

:

]

hThe Auetral:an Government cont:nues to deplore the Sov;et Union s

i i.f tactics of -intimidation. At the same time we recognise that, -
0 ol as compared with its behaviour towards Afghanistan and earlxe
HE towards Czechoslovakaa, Hungary and East Germany, the Soviet
L 'T*Unaon has up to_now. shown restraint. ''I make.this statement yiow -
% “hecanse it way: well be that the Soviet Union in recent days’ has'
H “f;.embar?ed on a c0urse which may put that restzaint aside.;u~;~;a

| T Soviet restraint has no doubt been the result of prudential -
1 o ' calculatlons, but it is no less_a fact foxr that. The Australian
. Governnent believes that those reasons of prudcnce have been :
4 and continue to be well. founded. We ask that the Boviet Government,
P . in its ouwn interests and in the interest of worlda peace, continue:
l. : %o qave them the fullest welght in its dehberatxou. .
e A Sov1et dttdck on Poland or the xnstlgatnon of massive 1nte1ndl
¢ 77 repression would poison Bast-West relations.  Detente could not-
0 be negotxated over the blood of the Polish people. -The polxtxcal
and -.economic-costs. for the Soviet Union would bhe very heavy,
- and Soviet saciety is alreadly under great.strain. The effects
A © - within the Warsaw Pact region would he incaleulable, as the
Lo o Warsaw Preaty Organisation was exposed as not merely an alliance-
T . against the West but as one of isolated und unpopular governmont°
—— againat their: own nations. The non-aligned countries of ‘the worlad -
" would draw their owm conclusiong about the danger of association
- with the Soviet union, :

hpart from 21l this, an clament of profound instability and
_Atcnsmon woudd D¢ crcat€d in the centre of Purope, ?t111 the most
sengitive strateqlc region in the world.

On 49 Mazch, the Tass News hqonoy, Moscow, sald

‘ oo E -"Only the Polish 10aﬁorsh1p,‘and not. wash1ngton, hasg the o
’ . xight to dctermine what measures are necessary to be taken

! 0.7 7 to solve the intcrnal problems in Poland.. In Washington

‘ MR T they should know' that this is doubt1029 a- prerogatxve of . -

.gPoland and of Poland alome." ' T T T T L
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i failed will:inot.xesult. in stdblllty but -in an ultimate exp1051on

What is belnq asked of the Sovxet Government is no more than'
" that it recognisc the validity of these sentences if
the .word "Moscow" is substituted for "Washington®, and; the =
first sentence rxeads: - "Oply the Polish leadership, and not -
~ Moscow, has the right to determine what measures are necessary
"~ 'to be taken to SOlVe the Jnternal ploblems in Polana".
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H?EEvahs th:nqs are at is the poss:bi]xty of a alrect or axsguxsed R

. foviet military. 1nterventaon, not an American one, which
. causes..the. Aoland cras:s to threaten the peacev_:;.,‘¢nu

.1‘

'Thefpeople'gf Polanﬁ-are seekan a pcaceful and durable;’:"sm.

- compromisc among .themselves. . Yhey must be given that chance."",v 1
1) attempt 'to use foree to prevent moaoratc, yesponsible. chanqe-g;~

- in a situation where. Chlbtlnq arxanqemontb have manifestly -
involving more than PFoland itsclf. - I ask -again that the ...

... Soviet Govexnment, which has stud;ed the dynamics of chango
:,closoly over the years,.ponder the truth of .this,’

) this mattor ‘there Js a Qubstantlal c01ncldence of views between

-fjijf?fjthe major Australian parties. iThe Leader of the Opposition”.

has  spoken vcry clearlv of the outrage the Federal Parlxamontaxy
Labor Party would fecl if there was. an armed .intcrvention by

L process of detcnto whzoh would re&ult.1?~

X wash 10 express the pustralian people’s. sympathy, cOncexn':*=““‘”
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- and support foxr ‘the people of Poland at this time of triall
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.- the Soviet Union,  and of -the 1rreparable damaqc to the—~f“57.g;;;;éz'




