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_MONDAY, MARCH 16 1931 © _‘ T

MERIS WEER IN CANBERRAY

(BTV 6 BALLARAT) - S SN

- ' :
I-am-delighted to join you, on BTV 6 tonight, and I hope t& .
be here sevaral times through the year. -

“~This week, our Poresign Affairs Minlster, Tony Str atr~*”%<'“

finalised a new and important agrezmsnt with the United Statez

This agreement &llows United States B-52 aircraft to put down—~-—~ -
at Darvin, while Qoing surveillance and navigation flights '
over thz Indian Ocean &nd Queensland.

©...fhe eizzzz2f¢ come £rom Guam, a United Suates base in the Pacific,
apbout 3,300 kilometres from DaIWlu.

AR P

/
s
g

jo

<
v
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e 4 Stata srries the ¢reat burdsn of ’
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e Ve banéfxt from the protsction that the United States p*oviCa
ﬁjl',' but Australians would not want the Covarnment to sit b

DA and simply take the benefits without helping whare vie “a when 3
agree wittT the bagic sbjsctives oI the United States, *

M sl siin, Mr. Ul iR 8. LY o

1f we are able to make a contribution to 2s3ist btle United
States, of coursge, we will do so. We would rot be takiny our
rosponsibilities sariocusly if we'dld anything else. OF ccurse
in doing this, HuStlnlla is looking to her own stratsgic 1nvﬂr 3te,
Ghe new agra2mant is an exc»l)hnt agreament for Austialia,
“and fully protects Australia’s sovereiunty. The flignts vhich-
it authorises are surveillance and navxgag1on flights. Thay
oo, ———w1ll-be kasping an-ey2 on an ocean which'is of prime security
N interest to Australia. But the aircraft will be unarmed and
R will carxry'no borbs. The agreement doss not allow flightis of
any different kind to be made - in facit, it reguires thdb oux
agreement would have to be sought befors the fd silities in
Darwin could be used—for flightsof 2 different kRind - ard
“it is clearly on record that we would not givz our agresuant
if we wera not in agrezmant with the strategic and tactical
objectives of any eucn flights.

It is also on record that we would nesTto }noz“and”ﬁ' in oo
. agresmant with weavonry being carried on such flights, and in
e pa*ticular whether nuclear weapons were bheing carried.




I believe that all kustralians can welcome thie new agreem=nt. '
;?It.fu_thor cememts - “themallimce - whith: io fundamental to. .uorTroca
Australia's security. N L

Matters of this kind shculd not be subject to party'politics.
Of course, the Government of the day has, and must have, the -~ ,
responsibility fornegotiation and concluding aoreerswtq such - ™ -
‘as this one. Dut it is highly desirable and very much in the

interests of Australia tnau a bl-partzsqn approach should-be By .
maintained. B Co -

Walnayvs 1n,Au3**aWia,arrangeﬂewtd whbrehv BFisEing abes
given to the Leader of the Oppozition in ‘connection With . :
- agreewents such as this. Such arrangements can obviousl ;

lay the groundwork for a bi-partisan approach in matfers _ S .
- of-stratedic -importance to Australia. , ' ;

I am confidsnt that when the details of this new agreement. - o
are clesarly understood throughout the whole Australian community, - -
A its uqofulneasforlxb W the United States and for nustra\1a~ L
LT will'be universally recognised.
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