._PRESS OFFICE TRANSCRIPT - SUNDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1980

“. U PRIME MINISTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE, MELBOURNE

i?_ﬂPrime Minister, it is the morning after the night before. How
" do you feel?

: lPkimeiMiniéker

- Quéstion

"_f*Questioq

"Primn Minister

“-:Relaxed, I am glad that the fight is over, that the election is
- .over, because that now enables us to get on with the business of
«Qvaernment, and put our plans into action.

>:;‘_Hhat are the f;rst priorities?

:;Prime anister

' We have the numb»rs in the Parliament. - _ R

. by the Democrats in the Senate? — e

S
Toe v

- L will be having discussions with my own Department elther tonight
I ... 0r tomorrow morning,_because there is sonme leglslatxon that I would
.7:-1ike to get through in & : short session before Christmas ~
:p*obably about two weekss the training allowance, to.enfourage
“people to undertaken training rather than to be unemployed - that
,ougbb to be operating as soon as possxble.

.-Question

" Does it concern you that the majority of Australians dxd not
vote for your Party.

T what counts are the numbers you get in the Parliament, and we
- had very strong support for the Liberal Party and for the tational

Party combined, The voting system works.and it is a very fair one,

Questlon

Are vou concerned that your Government's actions may be frustrated

Prime'Minister

1 thlnk that -is. jumpinyg too far ahead, because in Queensland I
think we will have threes Government Senatorg, There ig a Tthancte of
that in New South Wales, South Australia, and also in Western

--Australia. 8o it is mueh -¥oo:early to assume that the Demonrats
: would have the balance of power in the Sﬁnate.
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Question L

‘If they dig hold the balance of power ... )

" Pprime Minister .

_.X.do not need hypothetical circumgtances before I come to them.

- Question

;ﬂ;3 _i_'a,what'other Iegislation apart from the training legislation ..,

:';-Prime Mznlster

_Well, b & will__g_gging.;hxough_all the.policy commitments tQ have a
-look at what ought to be done. That willl enable the drafting to
be undertaken. |

?ﬁf:ffi ‘Que8tion~

R Would you have any- others in mind at this stage that you can
Y .- pinpoint;’ any other aspects of legislation that you ... "°

'.Prime Minister

;jThat xeally is*the one thing that is forefront in my mind; but
" “we are obviously not going to meet for a couple of weeks just for
.-that pilece of legislation., There will be other legislation which
" we-would want to be able_to get through;. _depreciation allowances
.for primary producerg is probably one, but I am goiny to go through
the whole list either this evening or tomorrow morning, and see
what could Qesirably go through before Christmas and what
-alternatlvely can be delayed to an Autumn 86581on.

fQuestion

"Prime Minister, any drought legislation - that deprQCLatxon
-allowance wauld help thh the ...

‘Prxme Miniater

- o

*Well, it would in a marginal way, but the drought assistance is an
: ‘éon~going one., We have made very substantial advances available to
| . :.. - -‘the States to assist in that., Over the last three or four weeks
(N the ‘re-gtocking and carry-on loans have been extended. This is

S " what we have been urging on the States, and especially on NSW for
. some time. We made the advances against our commitment under the
. ¥ormula, available-to the States—so- that—there would be no

w0 T justification for delaying or withholding paymente any more. 1In
i ~;-. .. -pome cases I think they have been delayed.
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" Did you expect to do as well as you have done.

" Prime Minister

‘_;,”‘I‘L:, ‘. i i = _.,

R

Not all polls — there was one published on-Friday that was_félily

M T AL T Ty Uy e By o], A Y
pYRYYr 18 : ol

EeaCrvetn. (PR

.examine all of thesge. things as a matter of routine and see what
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Quegtion ; I ) ”anrifi‘

I bhelieve 8o, yes. This eléction - and at a little latex. time .~
I will have something more to say about it — concentrated much
too much on the polls in the nedxa. That is not what the election
wasg about,. )

Question

8ut it has gone right against the polls.

Prime Minister

It has gone agalnst the polls. That ought to be a warning. .

near the mark. But, it has gone against the others and I“always ..
béelieved it would, because I felt the polls were.mxsjudging the
noGd of the Rustrxalian electorate. There is a warning in that :
because too much discussion about the polls = that hideg the . - %
issues and it is in fact the issussthat areimportants—%he .igsues -7
are much more important than whether X or Mgr. Hayden deliver a~ =~ - .\~
speach well or deliver it badly. That might have:an lmpact on S
some people, but what is going to affect psople’s lives ‘and the LA
prosperity and well-being of Augtralia is in fact the actual issues. -
They received remarkably little coverage once the policy speeches LR
themselves were out of the way. o

QueStLOn

.« .the lessonsa that you have learnt from this election campaign,
and losing, apparently, half your majority.

Prime Minister

¥Well, the numbers have staod up very well in nearly every State =i
other than Victoria. . There wera some particular reasons in - i
Queensland which there are no nasd to go into now. But there'was""g
a very cleax message there. But that is a Queensldnd message. Hé e
are going to have to look into the sltuation in Victoria very T
closely indeed. But apart from Victoria the numbers have 'stogd up =
very well. The other mesgage that psaple need to undergtand”is that '
the real movement in votes in this electlon is from Democrat to =
Lahor, -Australian Democrat to Labor.  The Augtralian Remgcrats - '
have in fact polled rather badly, much worse than I .am sure they - -
would have wanted. -.In most areas the actual Liberal vote has.stcod-
up pretty well. But obviously in the aftermath of an election ‘you -

lessong you ought to draw out of it-for thefuture——-

-

Question : o A i

While your RBarty has won s1r, do you'think you have won-as a
" leader? :
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- “prine mimimter. -

’ "‘-AiJé'rt from Sir Rdbert Menzies, I think Y am the only person
~~ - .who hap carried this Party to three successive victories at the
T polls.

L Question -

‘"j-f."‘,'br'x‘i—:thél 'ot_‘.her‘h‘ar.td,'_,dd you think Mr, Hayden,”  because he
., —Dicked up-peats, is-also-awinner-as-a. leader?

U Pr:.me Ministen. .

- :_-Tﬂ;'hé Australian Labor Party has lost the election.

- Question . -

e ;ﬁ@:at<'.d0' you think of: their performance?

~

7 prime Minister

-'I"héyf..hiye put up a redoubtable fight.

.7 Question

R TR F A A T P VR R T T

- could X ask you on issue — that of taxation - Eric Risstrom oy
7 £rom ‘the Australian Taxpayers' Resociation today said he had %
"' fnformation that the Government would now introduce avalue-added !
S taxr, 7 Do you have any comment on that? - : t
i -+ Prime Minister E
| ) i ;
© Well if he has, Mr, Risstrom has information that 1 4o not have, i
- 77 "I have said I have nothing to add to what John Howard had said {
~ - on the subject about 18 months ago. §
" Question’ ‘ :
. Mill:you not introduce a value added tax at any stage?
" primé Minister
o ‘i:hav_e notﬁng—to-~add-“to—m30hn~ﬂoward said.
. .Question v
S _'P;rimé'_Minister, you referred to your results in Victoria, Do you
" think ‘the Victorian machine needs ovérhauling? '
_"_._'P'rme' e Mirdster:
‘ 7 No. T think it is_too early to start looking in a particulai:direction.

- Z'would just say that it needs examination.
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Question
There will be a post mortem in.victoria ... .

Prime Minister

‘Rfter every election, Australias-wide, you have_an examination
to Bee what you need to learn from it. There is nothing new

in that,

I would just like to repeat something that I said last night

on national television, and that is to thank all those people who
have supported the Government Parties - either by their vote or
by working actively for the Goverrment and-the-return of- the
Government. I do feel very strongly for those supporters of the
Government who have lost their seats, hecause there have been sone
very good people amongst them. I hope they wil) come back into

- the political arena at some point in the future, I would also
"want to repeat that our purpose is to govern for all the people

of this nation, and not just those who might happen to vote
Liberal or National Party, That ig our objettive and one which
we will seek to disgharge as well as we possibly can.

The other thing which I did not say last night, which .I should
have said last night;:-I do not think I would have been able to
carry the figh% on in the way in which it did, and to a successful
conciusion, if it was not for the very particular support and help

. of Tamie through the campaign and indeed, not just during campaign,

right throughout my political 1ife, And I should have said that
last night.

Question

Do you think Sir Billy is going to get back in?

'grime Minieter

' On:. -7 the last figures I saw last night, yes.

Question

Very cloge, isn't it? . -

Prime Minister -

Very-close, But on the last figures I saw last night he would

be -~ but'lagain, when it is as close as that you have got to wait
until all the votes are counted andfor the abserwt—votes, - the '
postal votes, )

VA
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Question

=Anyb§éy~you feel particularly sad to have lost?

s Prime Minister

Yee, but I think it is Invidious to bring out comparisong,

* Question

Prime Minister, the size of the Ministry = you've got a 27 men
Ministry at the moment. Can we expect that to be reviewed downwards?

_— 5_~ Prime Minister

©oe I think it is too early to start speculating or making decisions
e about that. Obviously again, as one would expect after an
election, you talk with your own colleagues about these things.
.What is more important than the size of the Ministry is the size
of the Public Service as a whole.

®:.. " Question

9rime‘ﬁinister

.I will probably go to:the farm tomorrow morning for a couple of
days. But there are certain things I will be putting in train

1 ————
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——+tonight—or tomorrow morning as I indicated earlier, so0 that for the
legislation we would want to introduce in that group session,

L the drafting “instructions can be given so that it can be ready

By for:us.

LIS © Question

What are you looking at sir, end of November?

Prime Minister

,I_woulé think probably the last week in November or the first
week in December, but-again, that will havé to be firally determined
after I have discussed it with my colleagues.

—~=000==~

PM, when are you going to come to Canberra. ({(Inaudible) at the farm.

|
|



