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PRESS OFRICE TRANSCRIPT THURSDAY , 9- OCTOBER, 1930

PRIME MINXISTER INTERVIRWED ON ABC RADYO (7%R);,HOBART
TALK-BACK (8UE BECKER) .

Compere .

-

Relcome now to-our 'phone-in programme,. and we have in the stadio ..
“the Prime Minister, My, Fraser. Good morning Mr, Fraser,

»
Prime Minister .

GUod morning._ . Thank you very much,’

Compere -

And in Sydney, Sue Becker. _Guod morning Sue,

Hecker

fiello John. And hello listeners. Aungd good'mornianﬁf~ Frager,

<

Prime Minister

Good morning to you..

Recker

and thank you. very much for coming on.our show. X'm sorry I can't -

he: with you, biut honestly I can't keep pace with your jedsetting
tours. .

Prime Ministerx

Well, it is good to-be on the show again with you.

Recker

Right.  Now, My, Fiaser, before the listeners ring in, may X ashk”

you one question_that ¥ think really concerns me - and I am not
kaocking you, I think I am really appealing to you, is: that
alY right?

Rrime Minister -

Yes, that's fine. .Y do not know what is coming though.

Hecker

Well, it's a question I think that concerns a lot of‘what I call -
very oxrdinary Australians like myself pon‘t you think that sowe -

of ‘'your financial policies ara in danger of ‘a&stroying the very.
gtructure of our nature; . the family unit, A young man say, with .

two children earning the average wage of approximately $200, with-

the meager family allowance and the rising costs in. all aspects
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Hecker (continied)

of everyday living, not to mejption the interest rates if he's ..
trying to buy a hone, honestly make it impossible for him to.
make ends meeit, And with the result that the mother ls forced to.
go out and work at. the expense of the family, and schaol’ leavers
and ‘uni ‘students havefound. their jobs taken. This xeally concerns

me Mr. Fraser. Jt is the structure of the family unit that worries -
me, ..

rrifie Minister -

well, Y think’that "concerns a lok of people. -That is why family .
allowances vere introduced in-the first place, . You call it a- me\qer :
amcount ;" hut it does happen to he §1,000 million a vear.  Also,
hecause wa wexe concerned for the position of: single income -
fdmzlJeq, we.doubled the. spouse rebate on the first of. July = -

ox. it has been doubled now over the time we have bhesn in ofi;c; -
and that made” a:substantial ‘difference to all) single income earners.

Autincone tax;has,qpne up. 80 nuch™in-that time. -

rrinme Minister

NO, you are quite wrong, .Yt has not,” It has not gone up in that
time, and this is something that Mr. Hayden has been saying, .

Recker
No, ‘Irwasn’t thinking of: Mr. Hayden, v, Fraser,.

Prime #inister

Let me just give you the factg on income tax, . .In M. ‘Hayden's -
scales, when yon were earning $7,000 you paid 35 cents in the..
dollar, . At $10,000 you viere paying 45 centg in. the dollas, ,At
$15,000 you were. paying 55 cents in the dollar,. . On our sca)es,;b
that we introduced, you are paying 32 cents in thp dollar up ~
to a little over $17,000, And at that leével with Mr. Hayden you '
were paying 55 centS'in the dollar. .

Becker

Mr. Fraser, what about the cost of 1living, I 'mean,.it has just -
gone up. . and up . and 'up, 80 ...,

Prime Minister

But wages have gone up by aboul the same amount as. the cost of. *
living, and in. addition to that if you lonk at total disposable
family income per capita, or if you look at: household consumption. '
expenditure per capita, both of -these have gane up over. the last
five years.
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RBocker:
But what about interest rateg?

Prime Minister

It taXes al)l these things into account.

,

‘Welli.I‘d“ju%y“like'60”qgote'you.....

Prime Minisgter

Lot ‘me look' at something else. I€ youn think interest rates are
high now, because we: have managed the economy better than many
ottier countries, over this last year they went to 20 per cent in
the United States.. They are far higher in- the United Xingdom,
There have beén difficult world economic c¢ircumstances;

Reckerxr
Y780 understand that.

<
Prime Minister:

Bt T do not try to suggest'that it ig-all easy, because T know
it'is not. Bot-if yon are criticiging our policies as- severely
as: you have, you have got to look at: what other policies would
do’ to Australia.

Hecker .

Iam querying, #r. Fraser, the single income family earner, hecause
for instance, if he: earning this $280 a week and he: horrows. -
$25,000 to try and get a home - and it is fair enough for a young
couple to want ‘a home - it is:qgoing to take him over a veriod

of 25 years to pay that interest hack. He is going to pay $75,000,
at current interest rates. .

Prime Minister

X do not know how you worked that out. Let‘s assune that yon
have worked that out .., .

Becker
X am correct on that.

Prime Hinister

Well, you might be. BRecause if yon are talking ahout home
ownership for families with children, we haye increased the hone
gavings grant...

BecKker
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Yrime Minister .

Vo, From $2,000 to $3,000, But in addition to: that, record sums
have been lent for home ownership over the-1laat two or three
years. IYt:is'very plain that a lot of people are building or
buying their own. homes. A country can only; or a Government, caun.
only do what it is-prepared to taz the people for. Naw, it is:
very easy to offer additional concessions, but if you axe going to
do that ‘and if yon are not going to tax people for paying for .
them, then you are just going to add quite directly to inflation,
Hut, I wanted to get back to the original point, Wages have gone -
up. by about the same as the Consumer Price Index,. Disposable
family income has risen over the laat five years, Congumption
expenditure has risen over the laat five years, . And, for the single
income family, which you mentioned,’ the spouse rebate has bagen
very substantially.increased; in faet, it haz been doubled, .

That was done quite specifically to assist the siagle income
family, That was done on. the firat  of July this year,

Compere

fue, we have a full board, T think we might put some of our
listeners through to ask their questions of My, Fraser. .
The firat one is! Irias.

Caller

Guod'morning Mry  Fraser, wlecome to: Tasmania and gond luck in.
the elections. -

Mrime Minister

Thanhk you very much.
Caller

A a lone paxent pensioner Y am grateful for my social service
payments, and that I am not really up against it as arxre some paople
in. other countries of the world., Could yon tell me please if the
gix-monthly adjustment would be continued if the Liberal Party is. .
re~elected., .

Prime Minister

Yes. The six monthly adjustment will be.continued.” It is:law,

we introduced it as law, and the next adjustment of course comes on~
the first of November; both for the pension and there is-al&o an.
increase in. the allowance for children.

Caller (Dorothy)

vhy hasn't the Covernment heen more concerned, about blasphemy and
four letrter words, violence and crude sexual exploitation on.
television:. in what is the main family entertainment, I kKnow these
matters have been raised in. the Seuate by Tasmanian Senatoxrs

Brian Harradine, Shirley Walters, Senator PTate, and 1 think
Senator Archer., -
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Prime dMinister -

Y. .am concerned about some of these things, but at the same time
there is a . wide view in the Australian coumunity that there should
be a minimum of censorship. There have heen a lot of discussions -
in. the television area about gelf-regulation, about maintaining
community standards. X think sometimes, the points you make ara
very. real ones and 1 have. a sympathy for them, .

Callex .

¥Mr. Fraser, there iS'nothinq_beinq”done, X don't realiy helieve.
that you understand the depth’of feeling in’ the community and
this 'is’wha}, concerns me. -.

Prime MihiStérﬁk

Well, I:think I :do.
Cellex -
Well then Y think you'd be doing something more about it,

Prime Minister .

Well, it is a yuestion as to.how far a Government should go in-
censoring hat does appear on the- television screens .or. on the .
fiim screens for. that matter,

Cdllex-

wel)l, for the protection of a yonnger generation, I feel sure that
most peoplée think that up t6 a cextain time - 10:00 pny. summer time -
that it is required in. family viewing time.

Prime Minister -

Well again; there are many discussions in- the BroadcCasting -
Tribunal about these matters and ahout the programmes that aye
appropriate.: Can I just say that I take the pointsthat you have -
made to.me. - I 'will take them to heart and wmake sure that they are
brought to the attention of the people who are in involved.

Caller

X am sending you a submission #r. Fraser, and I would be vexy. .
grateful if you would.

Primo Minister

what was your name, so that I will know when X get it,
Calley
horothy Hawkes, Media Bthics Action Group..
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_gallér:. | -

¢ Good morning Mri Prime Minister, All the very best for the

# elections. .. Siv, X am concerned about the health services in this
country;: - health insurance, etc. Now, I have a chronic diseasge.

I '&)s0 have an:income of: superannuation whiech is just elightly over
what is: permissable to enable me to have passed the invalid
pension and ‘the behefits of those things, I'pay the top highest -
privat® Health: insurance that I can possibly get. I'find'myself
almost on paverty line. Now, Y have nof heard. any of the policy
gpeeches mention any_scliemes to Lry and settle -the chaos in our
ticalth services throughout this country,_ .Have you any pians once -
you are re-elscted? :

vrime Minister. -

Abdut 708 or 80% of' the total costs of health go in the running..

of hozpitals., ﬂ01pitals ayre under the control ofithe States but sec
pay for half the eost.’ Now, we have wirh the States astablished
an -inquiry called the hospmta) ‘costs inquixy and what we are hnp)ﬂq
is that will give us an-ingight how to maintain the very high’
quality” health. services that are needed for Austzalzans,‘but at’

the same time perhaps to contain expenditure a-little- bit, |

fle: have. of ‘course.~ well, for people who are penszioners, there
is-full coverage for thOSP ‘who are eliqgible.”

Callex .

gat. I m. nok, ..

rring dinister -

Others for disadvantaged peoplée which doctors are able to'count -
as digadvantaged, and then the bulk billing applies and the
Commonwealth meets the bill on: thelr acgount,” I do nat know if
you would be covered under. that ‘sort of arrangement, ‘buk X.coulad
batter judge that if ..

Caller

I'm undex.a private health insurance, .

Prime Minister

under a-private health. insurance?
Caller .
Yes, yes, and they have treated me wonderfully,. -

Prime #inister:

Well, it has been. expensive, and it has heen exponsxve largely
hecause of: the: very. hogh cost of hospital care, qulte apart from
medical care.. This is where we are hoping that the inquiry, the.
Janison. Inquiry it is called, w1l be able to:give uds some help
in-the directions to' take.

~ ‘ | ...‘.[7:,‘3
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Callex .

And if you. are re-elected, sir, dues your Government envisage any .

likelihood of premiums and over—payments, over and above rebates,.

beinq rebatable undér taxation. Axe we going back to- that system
-ie there no likelihood of that,

prifié Minister . )

-~

Well, this is one of the things we would like to do and we have
lJooked at it, Hut to make health insurance rehatable, or tax
deQuetible; would cost something like $600 million. X know that
many. people put . forward a strong case and argue for it, It would
encourage people to. take out insurance.,_ . It would encourage people -
to' look after themselves. Xt is one of the matters that have been
hefore the Government. We have not felt up.to this point that we:
have had the resources to enable us to do it, .

Caller

Would You like to:comment on the reported telephone installations
at both. the casino and the site of: the new bridge for yourself
and ' your stalf, at an estimated. cost of over $1,000. Now, ir view
of the fact that this ‘equiphent is to be in.operation for one

day only, don't you think the costs of this are rather excessive?
Prime Minister

I.dd not kKnow dnythiﬁg ahout arrangements.for the opening of the
bridge., When X am going around I have to: have adequate
communications for my office, Quite apart from heing involved in:
an. election campaign, there is =atil)l adwinistrative work to do
as Prime Minister ofTAustralia.and’I &o have to have close and
continuous contact with Canberra. So 1 have to carry my-

Prime Minister's office around with me quite apart from fighting
the election campaign. That would be:the reazon for those
telephone connections even if it is for a.day, IX-believe that™

whoever is ' Prime Minister should be in contact all the time wherever

he' or she may one day be, brcause if an emergency occurs that
requires atkention, the Prime Minister needs to bhe on call,

Necker
Y:nust applaud that remark Mr. Fraser,. .
Callex

Hallo. Prime Minister. Welcome -to:Tasmania. Two questions to you .

My, Fraser, on the same subject. For what purpose is.the. floating .

dock belng bullt in Hobhart, and with the State Government asking usg:

Lo buy Taamanian, and use Tasmanian resouvrxces, why not utilise the

ATC expertige and employ Tasmanians: for the job of building the:
floating dock instead of. the Russians,. -

.s ./3.?‘
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Prime dinister- -

-

Thank you very nuch for that question. then #r, Lowe spoke to ne
abnut thig there were other tendérs that were I think just as-

cheap as the Soviet dock, but Y think he wanted or was interested .
iri_the Soviet dock more than in. tlie others, IYn-recent times, only.
iR’ the last few hounrs, I have been in. touch with Mr. Lowe about
this, hecause one or two matters. have emerged which I 'da’not "think
eithier hé or: I vere aware of 'at thé time. One.is that there are

some legal impediments. Ho wanted servicing arvangenents so that
ships that '@d.not fish in our economic zone could come in:and be"
servided in. the poxts, .Under the Fisheries Act as il is, ‘there is.
not really.a provision for thait. Secondly, I°am told now that the
nussians: arve wanting a shore hase where they would house crews and
whére they would change over. craws.: Now, Mr. Lowe had told me;, ..
as-Y recall, that there would be' no reyunirement:for a:shore base, and
that that “just was not part of the deal:that ha was trying to
ayrange. - I think that many Tasmanians would look with a slightly' .
jaundiced ‘eye.at any kind of:a Soviet base being established:. . |
And I hope that Mr. Lowe would ton, hscause he:agreed with me, and”
with the Commonwealth, that we wexe right to. knock ofC the joint.
fisheries venture as part of our protest against the Soviet invasion
af Afghanistan. . So-I have teleéxed Mi. Lowe saying that there are
matters that need to he discussed bhetween the Commonwealth and .
the State and that I understand that the Soviets are plaecing .
additional demands on- him which might not be- acceptable and wirich
we would need to discuss - and that we. need 'to . bhe: in communication
before any.countracts -axe signed.

Caller -

Good morning Mr. Prime Minister. Y would like to-ask you a -
question about unemployment.” On ¥Willesee at’ Seven last Tuesday.
night there was the #inister for Youth - pmployment and Youth
Affairs -~ and 'Willesee made 'a statement to the effect that there
was something in the region of 3¢ young people looking for evexy
job in. the Sydney metropolitan area., #y, Viner said "oh.well,
doi't look at it from that point of view, disregard those figures,-
100k at. it from the point of ‘view that we've goit moxe people into
jobg while we've been in Government -than have heen for a-long time”,
Now, my two part question is this. Iirstly, if yon are asking. .
for the other side to he. honast, why do your Ministers only present
the side of the coin that looks most favourable to your. Party, and
secondly, if we are to disregard the figures put-out by the Bureau
of: Statistics and the CBS on unemployment,” why do've: go- to’ the-
hother and the expense of. having them published in.the first place
if ‘nobody is. going to take them -into consideration.

Prime Minister

¥ think that people were making the point that you are in faat ¢
making; they were making that point, I did not see the interview,
but I:think it would be- fair enough for anyone to-argue.that both -

veef )
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rrime dinister(econtinued) .. N

sides of the coin should be examined, and 1 agree with you that =~
that is- whét'ouqht’to happen, ®hile unemploynent remaing much =
tiigher than anyone in Australia would want, I think it is fajr
enough to point out that over the last 12 months enployment has
grown by over 200,000, which is inifact the hest growth fov
ten years; . and teenaqge employment has grown more ovar the last -
12 months than at any tine over the. last 15 years,. Growth. in.

© enployment isuvery, important. .X-am sorxry to use a technical term .
but the: parbicipation rate - the Statistician'’s term ~ is al) those
people over the age of: 15 who want.' to participate, want to he in
the work force who. ave lookiny for a-job. Now, over the last

12 'months.: the participalion. rate rose; which meant that "the npumber
of "beople inrAustralia-looking for a-job increased, It meant that”
housewives who might otherwige have just heen content to stay-at-
hone were wanting to’get back into the workforce, or it could be:.
that people who. had retired wanted to get back and get another job.
The“participation rate rose, If it had remained the same as it 'was
J2 months ago, uncmployment would in’ fast have fallen by the best
part of 100,000. Y.think that puts the pezxformance of the last -
year into perspective. We have to:look at. the growth in employment
hpcause that ‘dqes. point to the underlying strength of Australian
industries, thelir capacity:. to sell not only in the Australian
market butoverseas. . If we do’'not have profitable and competitive-
Australian - industries, their capacity:to employ just gets ..,

¢taller.

Yen, I realise. this, but you carefilly:avoid admitting in'public
that there is-also that the rvate of people who are unable to get =
jobs is: also increasing, X heard figures that just to maintain
the status quo with school leavers you'd have to create 2,000 jobs
this. vear before Novembey in Tasmania. . Your Minister is saying
"oh, disreqard thai:, just look at what we've done"..

rPrima Minister.

Wall, it is important to look at what we. have done.
Ciller

Yes, but nok to-the exclusion of what can’t bhe done.. X'm not ™
necessarily blaiming. the Libheral Government for what can't be:done, .
but. youw are’ just statinq "half the case that makes your Party.
loonk. good. You.don't adnit’ flie other side. You say "oh, disregard”
Lhe figures that say there are 5,.9% unemployed and 303 of that

5.9% are youths under the age of 19.. That doesn't seam to. come into
your consideration; your Party’s “considerations at all. You're. onlyf
stating that which makes your Party look good, disregarding. the
ather side of it all together..

- > ,/10 -
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Prime Ministex

Can X have a go. now?
Céller
Yeah; sure..

" pPrime HMinister -
L3
Well, Y qust 'do not accept that bocause if we: were only wanting -
to-state the' side which made our Party:look good 1 suppose. we:
would say, we will not publish those unemployment figures, which
ave in- fact published; Bul is. important to be looking at. what Ques
in: fact “happen. in the workforce. Jt is-important to look at.the -
growth in-employment.: That is:a very:substantia) tbing indeed. ..
Yot me 1ooX at. it.thig way, .On some figuxes.X have had taken out, .
again from:.the Statistician, in the last year of.the Labor
Government;” there were 150 jobs a day created, Buobt in. the last -
year of this Government;  there have been 560 johs a day created -
by productive,healthy enterprise.  And that shows a very. .
considerable: igprovement indeed.  X-do not say there are not
still problems.:. Y know quite well there are, . That is why we. have
% tiaining programmes which axe designed specifically to:assist
young. peoplé to try and provide additional opportunities for
teenagers in particular who might be: looking for work,  That is:
wity, in my policy speech, X announced a new training allowance
P which 1s designed to: persuade young Australians that if they leave
i schoaol and have not gotr a job it is much better  to go. into some -
form of training; and it is our job to make the opportunities
for training available rather than bergetting an. unenployment
henefit., 230,000 or more vonng Augtralians, and many of them
young Australlans, will be assisted by those programmes- during the -
F course of this year. .In-addition; theére are a renord number of "~
B apprentices in’ training right at this moment. I-hope there will be
i anvther recoxd intake of apprentices at' the heginning of: tha
1931 year, hecause we axe offering special incentives to enployers.
again to do just that. So we do recognise the problem and we are
acting on. the problem, A& a result of’our policies, 560 jobs a-
o day are being created;  over 200,000 through the course of the year
p and that is the best result for over 1lQ:iyears,. Bubt I do no% try .
1A and” suggest there are not difficulties. I -know there are, _

N Caller

Ag yon mav berawvare - ox as’you are”aware;fsinCe_you_have signed ..
correspondence on this subject - the last two lighthouses in.
Southern Taamania are due for de-manning within 18 moaths, |

?i‘ prime Minister:
;'ff I'nt sorry, I missed a little of that. . -~
Caller

The lighthouses - the last two lighthouses in: southern Tasmania’
ave due for de-manning within 13 months. AJ. a professional -
fisherman my particular concern is witi MacSiphox(?) Island, the
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Callex (continued)

anly residence on. the whole south coast of Tasmania. I might
point out that the area has no roads and no other dwellings

and the whole 80kms stretch of: Southern VTasmania is only
overlooked by the-one residence.: The point-béing, that in spite
5 of:'your speeches on.increased need for vigilance on. the coast, in
i3 spite of everything elge, “you intend to.continue with the policy
B of:Qe~mapning the lights, including this lighthouse as the next
lighthouse to‘be  de~manned.” Y:consider that hecause of its
unique situation,. because of the fact that it is of extreme vajue
to- fishermen in“that it provides weather information and pessible -
sighting for distresas flares, that it should at least ba- delayed,’
if not cancelled.”

Prime Minister -

Well, as-a:vesult of 'what yon have sald I will examine the
matter. and see what the position is, . Does the station have your
name. and addreszs.

Caller -
- ]
. Yes. .
%
Prime Ministerx .
T wil)l write toyon ..,
Caller . .
1:think you can provide an answer through the Professional
Fishermen's Association of Tasmanid, . That would be. quite adeguate.-
Prime Minister -
I:-will do” that, but you have raised the matter with me, so- 1.
will write to you and 1 will write to the Professional .’
rishérmen's Association, and yon raised it over the air so I will
gend a. copy to. the station in:-'case they want to use 1t also,
i Caller -

I wish you every. success in’ (inaudible), Ar:least Australia feels~

i safe with you. Y. mean, that'ls lhow I can put”it.pest ofial). -

: Yiwould like to. ask you some (uestions on takation. -

f Comperxe

f Keep it to just one.

? Caller N

Yes, well it's all in the one thing. Is-it correct, and if. it is=-
correct, could yon make it quite clear to_ the electorate, was it -
¥, Hayden when he was Treasurer that ‘abnlished the concessional ™+
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Caller (Gontinued) R
rebate.  Yeople no longer receive the rebate for paying for their’
children's education or their health, or their deutal caxe, and
they receive no taw rehateg for insurances to cover their
children, -And alio, was he responsible for bringing in:the-tax:
6 rob " the pensioners ofi'some otf. their income, . COuld you make it
quite clear if that is true, to the elactorate;

Prime Minister

HetWas_cert&&hlyﬁreSansible for bringing in' the lesgislation that. ™
destroyed all those rebates for people.

Caller
Well, that's what I 'wanted to know.

Prime dinister -

those rehates - and it wounld have bgen-about $1,800 miilion.. .

But he: had been spending the money in.all sorts of other ways, and =~
it had got committed in. other programmes.,. We: just have not been
able to do so.When we have had resources to. spend we: thought we:
ought to' do it on-reducing the general’level of tazation which was
too high, and we-have reduced thak level of taxation,

Callex

Péople have forgotten thoze sorts of things and I wondered if.I -
was forgetting or whether I was correct or not.’

Prime Minister

You were correct. .People forget very guickly I am afraid.

Callex .

¥i. Praser.. Leook, Ifm-a farme»  inthe south east drought area,: .
what 7 want to know is, is it posaible that grants could be.-made
available to those affected by drought for say three years or-
lJoiiger, oxr failing that, low interest drought relief made available
through the Primary. Yndustry Bank, instead of the through the:
State's Agyicultural Bank. The policies of the Agricultural Bank:™.
arve too restrictive, To quote an example, when a loan is taken out
they want moxtgaye over the property and then won't allow |
development, or capital ‘expenditure, without their approval.® So the
net result is that we: have to boxrow money at normal. commereial: ~
rates at 10% or 11% instead of 2% to: 5%7as under the drxought”

relief programme.,
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Prime Minister- - -

Well, Y would be disappointed to find that State is applying . .

neasuvres that are too restrictive, I 'will certainly look into that, ..

I xrecently announced some additional drought relief measures in:
agreement ‘with Western Australia. X have approached all thé other .
Premiers saying that I believe some of the provisions ars too
restrictive, especially -in. NsW, and now you are telling me about
Tasmania., . Because inia number of the States, the carry-on. loans,

" ox: the re-stacking loans,; are very.very small indeed.. . I have:

recently agreed ' to extensiong with. Sir Charles Couxt for.
Vestern Australia. - In addition to:that, for properties that =
are in: their second’or third orx fourth. year of:drought as.some
of- them are ‘in'¢astern Australia, _we have provided special
extensions, moratorium. periods,; and really doing what we:can. to

assist. Now, because 7T was dissatisfied with some of the measures,. .

ayeek’ ago I 9ol the Commonwealtlhi and State officials together
and ‘some improvements were agreed 'to. .But I.still was not happy,
and "Peter Nixon was not happy with the result, so. I approached
theé Premiers-again and’ especially asked them to look at carry-on.
loans and re-stocking loans to’see whether oxr not larder sums

should not be: provided.” Y will get a special report on.the soxt of ~

thing that you mentioned and again, if the station has your name
and address, if vou could leave it, Y will write to you about it,

Céllexr

Y. wroté to youw one time on this, and I thank you for the help

you did. . Bul what Y want to know is: where married people,
particularly in: the 35-40 age bracket, are re-educated under the
NEAT scheme and afker qualifying cannot get a job in the area in:
line with their new qualifications. - And because of this
3e“allocat10n provision .that the loral people have first hit at .
it incthe cities, what can- the Government do to: help. them gef a..
job, and move and sell houses and all the rest of it to.secure a -
suitable position. .

prime tinister

We: do. have re-Jocation a531°tance, and 1 would be prepared to- look™
at the assistance that is available to help families move, to. see
that it is reasonable enough, adequate, The people to go to to-
speak to. about that ‘would bhe a Colwnmonwealth umploynent Service -
office.

Caller

X've done all that, but the- thing is-they say that if thére is a -
local applicant say in Helbourne and you were going to Melbourne,
who's got the same qualifications, then they have first preference
and you can't get the grant.

- — ’.'[i.e..”
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yrine Minister

what ave you qualified in?

Caller
Ei% Ac¢counting, .
i Prifie Hinister :
Ad it is ap accounting job that you want?

Csllex .

That's right.

QeSS SR T

Yrime Minister.'

) wWell again, could 7 wake some inquiries on you1 behalf? Are
3 you from Hobart? -

Caller
No. From the-north west,

W rrime Minister

From the north. west?

allex -

'.(88 » g

Prime Minister

Woll again, if the station has got your name and address, could I -
_ nake. game incquiries on.your hehalf and what employment office have
L you registered with? -

Caller /

All the State. onas - Melbourne and adelaide,

Prime dinister

ALYl right. Well I will make some ingquiries and I will be:in touch”
with you.

Compexe

Thank you, and that was our 1lazt call. Sue?

——.
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That's the last question. . My, Fraser, there's-just something I'd
liXe tovsay. because I an 4 Jittle bit nervous when I am talking
you, especxally by  telephone - X prefer face to face.. I meant to. _
applaid your reply, and not™ the questlon, to " the iady who asked
about communications. IX.can't imagine anybody quibbling over

ar Prine Minister setting up commuiciations.

Prime Mibhister .
»

Oh'well, thank you very muchi" .

Recker

And X applauded your reply..

Primo Minister. -

I sorry Y maké.you nervous,. Y did not think 1 did.

Becker

Al
Yen, a little bit.,” Justa little bit, buk I am a fan of yours.
Bul I liave to be impartial on: this programme, ¥ would just like to’
ask you Mr. Frager,. to keéep your atfention if you can amongst all
your business on. the Russian docks, because as-that 1ady said a
lot of Tasmanians are very.vexy. concerped about this.

Prime sMinister -

well, X am concerned now bHecause I think the Soviets are trying.:
to put conditions. on #r. Lowe which I believe most Tasmanians
would find quite unnacceptable, .

Bécker

Yes. And there is-a great amount of ferling on iti..

Prime ¥inister

The idea of having a Rassian enclave on the rivex, vhere they
would be’ housing _their crews and all the rest '.,. e

Hecker:
I'rightens us.

rrime Minister

L-Just Qo not think that people want {t,

Recker

NG, - X always - no,;I'can't.vI'm soxrry. Mr. Fraser, when the eluction

is:on, axe you going to’ put’youx feat up and breathe&sxgh of.’
relief when your b)anket is on the media? ™

'.‘4 ‘/16"' :
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Prime dinister- -
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0il. the Sakurday or on the Sunday?
Becker
No, the two days we have the blanket on.the media. .

gtimé Hinlster .

Ol no. Thethiday_is}one of tha busiest days I have, bocauyse

then I go_back doymn Lo myown electorate, So 1'go to Stawell,:
Y¥'go. to Ararat, I -go to Portland, and then I have a meeting with. -
Henry Bolte in: Warrnambool that night. Then on the Saturday I
go_around the polling hooths in my:own eluctorate - which I have in.
every elaction, and this is ' my 12th election; I just go around
the polling booths and thank my own helpers, . the people who ave .
handing out how to.vote caxds, Y have always voifed at Narean,
which 'is a very small polling booth where 80,90 or 1D people cast
their votes in the course of. the day, so there is just a bit of
tradition attached to . that. Hut they still are two very husy
days. .

<

Becker
You rather thrive on it though, don't you? .

Prinie Minister

Well, it Xeeps you going and it is always interesting to know

witat people "are saying and know what people axe thinking, Yon get:-
unexpected results sometimes, Yoday, most of the plone calls that -
came in. seemed to. ba very supportive.  Other times you get

attacks lefl, right and centre, and then sometimes you get questions
(inaudible) to angthing at all that might heg appearing on.radio and
television, or in.the newspapers. People just have their own
concerns. They are not hecessarily anything to do with Govermment:, -

.They ring you up about those. I always like to know what people

are thinking of, and 1 like to know what their attitudes are,
anelection period, I think, crystallises all these things.

ggcker‘~

I don‘t think I am as- frightened of now,. Would yon agree that
politics, like showbusiness, is utterly, utterly ruthless,

Prime Hinistex .

I think it is. s showbhusiness as bad as that?
Hecker
Yen. Stabhs in.the back all the time. .

Prine Minister

i I think it is a pity. Somebody once said that it is'not where yon
i end up in’life-that counts, it-is. the way you walk through life,

L] '/17 \:‘
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Reckex
ttow true, .

Prime Minister

I"think"if a-lot more people could think of it that way -
; bgcause “it isithe way you go through things, the way you behave
; i your just normal,; daily attitudes to:the people” you. meet’ .

, Recker

; »

‘ Axid you are such a family man, that is why I was concerned for
the lower income family, Mr, Fraser. .

Primeé Minister

Pecker

I know you are.

Yrime Minlister.

I cannot fabricate wealth of this country, X.cannot pluck it
dovn out of the sky, what I can do is to create the circumstances
where Australian industries can do better, can sgell) more, and

can enploy more and create greater real prosperity for all
ausgtralians, but I cannot say this exists by plucking {t: out of:
the clouds, because politicians have done that too often and it
Bi just does. not work.

W

R S D

compere .
G Mr. Fraser, thank you very much for coming in.this morning..
=z +=~000-~~




