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RDDEESES N TUP OPERING OF 'HE WESTHAVEN COMPLEX

1t is a pleasure to Le here today to opur this new village
cospiex for the Westhaven Adsociition. Yowr associztion has
a distinguishod record of serviee to dissbled peoplice in the
Dubbo district and the Ocann region.

Now, to yaur hostels, your shzlicred workshop#, and your Faria,

can be added this magnificent new complex, It is tostiwony to

your imagination and hard work and to thoe strength and vigouy
with whioh a commundity organisuition such as youxs respondg to
enmexding commnity needs,  OFf course, governmentsg have n
obligation and a »ole in meeting these needs. But nothing can-
replace the perzonal eloment that ig the haliwark of the work

of voluntary organisationy, And that is why the most productive
welfave prograwuzs acce the result of partnership botwoesn
government sud the volwntary sechor.

LL.ig a8 o rebult of this partnership that the villnge coxplex
is now a reality. The complexr is something of a neyw direction
for the assofiation, and ig a project of more than lotal
significonce.

Dooauge the residents will live heve in theix own accommodation,
vith the assistanco of 2 small team of staff, theiy confidence
and capabilities will develop cnabling some of thoit to move out

of this compler into other local accemuodation,

Thie is the ¢zuence of assietante to those with handicaps -
enxbling thenm 1o bevome parck of & whole commanity. For far Loo
lonyg wur socicty has tendced to regavd people with Qisgbkilities
ac $f they wore a sepuxate class OY custo,. Bavviors huave heen
ereated by the very phrase “disabled poople’. Xt 313 an unhappy
phrasc which focuses on what psople cannot Ao, vather than on
what thoy can do,  But i1 is “abilitics, not Aigabilitica, that
Qetorming & coursse in Iife”,

yhat styviking statement oppearcs in a remarkablic book which it

wat reaently ny privilege to launch - Que Step at & Tims, by

Dr., John Richinan. DLy, Higkman, now a gistingulzhed rascareh
wathematician at the Augiralion National Upiversity, has severo
corehyal palsy.  In his book ho desceribes the battle to mastor.
activities so wmny of us take for ¢ranted - such &g five years

Lo devisce a woy of sticklng ghawps on envelopes,  kBul thoe
obstancler hie has to overcome are not only physical ones, Yerhaps
naore difficult, are those obstzoles creuted by soclial attituldes
sud prejudices. ’
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. Dy, Hickman writeg:

Y"Coping with a mederate o severw }andicap is quite

often vory hard work: and the task is made significantly .
harder by having to dozl with people, whoe, for rveasons: )
best }nown to thPNb°1V3 ¢, zeiunce 1o accept you for what '
you are',

We wust face up 1o the validity of this criticism. Intcgrating
disabled peopic into 1he 3 holo cnfmuniiy; cnabling cach poxson
to achieve hig or hor Full potential ~ thoese arce the tasks of
a\\ of ug - YovVernment, uzﬂullaa people, voluntary ordanisations,
and thoe community at large. :

Certainly, improved care for the dieabled ie central to the
qovernnent's weilfare conmitment., “

Quey many years now, we have provided finance to comnmunity
organisations through the hmindicapped pecsons' welfare proyrawne,
In this way, the Covernment hag hcolped the establivhment and
operation of facilitices £for hendicapped adultsx and children.
Last yoar the Governmunent provided substanktizal swns to elliaible
voeluntary ordganicatione under this proyrance.

We also encourage the developaent of rehshilitation programmes
to assist hanﬂionppCU peopie whon want so much to play a usefnl
part. in the communtty Beoause of owr holief in the great need
of this tyvpe of agssistancs bo bo more froely available, the
Government wn 1977 w;dcned the eligibility critevia for remedial
and training programues.

Where formexly, yrcehabilitation had hoeon avallables only o thossz
with & reatonable prospuoch of ewployvment; in Sovewber 1977,

this wag extended to the rentally and physicaldly ramdicapped to
enable thazm to live independently in thelr own howmes, Reon that
day onwards, this cehabillitatldon has beon provided fcee of charde.
And last yoar, the Comnonveslth Govorment made increased
provivion fox thia purpodc

Of course, 14981 hae boon declayegd by the Un:tcd nNations as the
Intoernational Yeay of Digabled Pnrruhs.

Becanse scocces 1o eommunity dfc s one of the major issues

facing people with disabilities, it has been choreh ag a

major theme in Austyralio for this intornational yearx, 'repnrailqn:
for the year are alroady well advancesd, with the wholehearted
support of the Federal Qovernment,

Yhe Miniater for Social Sszourity, Senator Dame Margaret Guilfoyle,
hize been given gpcelal reeponsihbility For co-ordinating the
Comnonwveaith's responsce o the Intcrpational ¥eay of Disabilad
Foraony, and she hag already meh witbc a Couneil ol Comnmonwealih,
State and Territory Ministers to discuss plans fov {he year,

hRdvicory bodies have been set up Lo nake sure that a wide rangoe

of views is heard about what we should be doing - cspocially
the views of the disunled themyelves, '
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fany Commonweaiih Governmoent deparipents have put forward
PLroyrames or proposals covering a trensendous variety of
themes -~ for example; design improvenents in buildings and
motor vehiclee; ideas to extond the involvemint of digableag
people in the arte and othor forme 0f recrextion, and Lhe
development of a national ciployment strategy for the handicapped.
hin would build on existing programmes Lo prepare disazhled
people for enployment, and to pronote theilr participation in
produciive work,

The Westhaven complicex brings together « Llend of 3deds and
energies which the intoernational year will aim to capture on
a lavgor sealca,

It involves disabled p2opie in the design and implementation

of the programmes Lo aspist bhom, It represents o co-operative
venture hotween goveymaent and comaunity, and its ossence iz

{o provide thoe fullest purkicipation by disabled poople in

the Yife of the general conmundty.

I congratulate you all, on this piloneering commitmoent to
intellectually handicapped people,

Phis conplex is a pracilical demonstxation of community concern
being productively oxpresgoed through a vary advanced philosophy

of ascigtance,

Y wish al)y thege involvad in thoexe initiabives every SuCCCSs.
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g it 4s with greadl pleosure 1that I declaro officizlly open,
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this Vesthoven village complen.
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