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ADDRESS TO_COMMBMORATR THE

3071 _ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERAJ PARTY

Phirty vears ago Robert Menzies lod the Liboral foxues in this
country to a menmorable vigtory. nut we sometimes forgot the
manner in which this victory was achicved and the odds against
which it was foughi. The forties were difficult times for those
of our politioal faith. There was bitterness; there was Aivision;
there was inevitable defeat in 1941 and 1943.

Menzice gaid of this period, "We were Gestincd for ocontinued
dofeat. The Labor Party was in apowerful pogition to divide
and conquer”, ~

Those election defeats cane at a crditical time in Australia’s
history. The constant lesson of Australian volitics had to ba
learnt; that political division equals political desath, The
dangers confronting Menzies woyd.. great; his task formidable.

Lvabor had acquired massive power in war time; the temptations

for thoem to use it to achieve Bo¢ialist cbjectives in peacetime
were now at hand. Henzices sensed that the values for which thoss
in ouy party stood were under severe threat, He Rnew that it he
wanted a free and vigorous Australia he would have to marshall
forves and fight for i¢,

In 1944, at a meeting in Canbsrra, Menaies brought 14 organisations
undey the ong banner with one body of ideas, He gave them a
united, national perspeotive. He turned his attention to policies
designed to fres the spirit of Australian men and women. But

above all he sought for the new Party, a national organisation

- and be achieved it. : :

vied, by 1846 the memory of divieien was 68till t00 close in the
publia’s wind. The victory aould not be expeoted Mtidsthe
Party unified its direction and convinced Rustraliang of it
ocvinmitment to sexrve the nation,
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After the ‘defeat of 1946, Mcnziéé proclaimed, " I see the .
inddvidual and his encouragement and rccognition as the prime
motive force for the bullding of a better world".

Homade the triumph of individualism his goaly Socialism was
his encny, In opening his canpaign fo¥ the right to lead
the anti-Soeialist forces into Government, Menzies' call to
the Australian people in 1949, was unyiclding;

"rhias is our vear of great decision", he saia.

"Are we for the Soeialist state, with ite subordination

of the Indlvidual to'the universal officialdom of government; =
or are we for the British faith that governmant# &axre the
gexvants of the people?” :

Menzies took the strength of his convictions to the people, e

cargued that if Liberals believe strongly enough in themselves,

Australia will believe 3n Liberalism. Bis fadth in Mstralians
was not misnlaced. Thirty yvesrs sgo this day he led the Jdpboral
Country Party to the government. of thisn nation. ‘ :
Thit was a great honour., But the challenges and the responsibilities
ahead were even  greater, 1t was o viotory which gave new 14 fe
and meaning to enterxprise and f£reedom, in Australia., It releaszed
all ausiralians from the restrictions of war tima control. Labor
had shown that it couwld not match the peace time agpirations’ of

all Australians. 1t offercd oppoxtunitics for Iingenuity,
inventiventss, wna Hmovation, which helped carve ont pexiods

of great prospeyity, I —
These Lileral valuen oayried Ruotralis forward uwntil the ond of

the eixtles. We had by then beon fFour yeurs withont Menzies,

Yet 4n that short space of time, something had happened to

the Libsral Party. Had we bhegun to take our cleoctoral success

for granted? Had we lost our nerve? Had our creative drive expired? -

Was there a public porceionof division in the coalition? -
1lad we ocontinued to believe in our principles but failed to fight
for thom? .

Whatever the oase, other values intruded and we allowed them to

dominate tho political stage., We Yacked conviction, we lost .fd

direction and Labor won. Pooplc had been persuaded that Mr whitlam
was not & xeal Sovialist.That in government he would be mild,

moderate, regponsible rHliable and concernced,that he would hold ,'= 

to the conventions of our constitution and the principles of
aemoorscy.

That. the truth was othexwige was a grave roflection on us;
on our lack of peraeption) our apathy; our absencc of strength

in holding to our own principles, Australians had been persusded

that it was time.

Time for what? ‘The question wayg soon to be answered, bhut not as

the nation had eypeccted., Was it time for oppressive inorcases in
taxation, massive c¢soalation in government expenditure, crippling
acceleration In wagey? Was it time for governmeht growth to strangle
the private eesto)r, for the econdmy to stagnste? Was it time for

us to ko shown that Labor could not afforad all its grandicse plang;
that Lakoris big spending could not be financed from an econowy
crippled by Labor policies? Was it time for traditjonal ..
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values to be threatened by the intrusion of government?  Whether
is was time or not, it happaned.

In 1974, we were prosented with anothexr opportunity to prevent
the damage being done by Labor. BDut wa had forgotten carlicr
icssons, Aftor the defeat of 1972 we went into opposition as
two parties not as & coalition. As in 1946, we nceded to persuada
the people that we could manage our own affairs bafore we could
persuade themwe ¢ould manage the affairs of the nation. By 1973
there was a new urgency to arrest the drift to Soclalism; to
reassert ouid . values and our willingness to fight for them,

It was a strugglie, in many ways, of greater dimension, than

that of the forties.

. Pecople who had come to0 build their homes in a iree nation;

away from repression; thoso people spoke with 2 very real
feax of what was happening., By this tine, the furees of
socinlism had yoeached the point of coneepirsted corrosion,

I colled for a rcturn to tineless Liberal values. I uxgcd
all pustralians to reoall what they had seemingly forgotten:
that we must regard personal initiative, concourage investment

and mobilisc the imagination snd resources of the Australian paople.

For the last four years, Australians have shared in that conviction,
Re are now enjoying £he hard-won sucessses, The Fraser/Anthony
govexnment apr well-pinoed Lo tske Australia throudh the nest

decande of opportunity and challenge. '

Muongst the advanocd nationg, our ecconomy hes won genuine
respact; owr inflaiion rate is below that of nany of our
major trading partnexs; experts are increasing and magsive
investment projeots are coming on line, or are in prospect,

Oour enexygy renerves enable us to adjuskt botter Lo the threats
posed by the enexgy crisis,

We have crcated the coonomic environment for a grcat programme
of national dcvelopment which will be the springboard for
Australia's economic growth in tho '80s,

Without economic growlh, Australin can never become the king of
natiosh that we all want. e, .. Bithout economic
growth, we cannot ag a nation .create more jobs; we cammot as a
nation meet our welfare regponsibilitios; we cannot as a nation
support yonerously the arts and cultural activities; we cannct

as a nation provide the life which maximises ' i
o achtaon broy maximigses frcedom, opportunity
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.And so0, wa stand at the doorway of the '80s with a significant

inheritance. X am not swggesting there have not been difficeunlties
along the wayi of course there have. Tha '70s have hecen a difficult
and turbulent decade. But through 1t all, the es#sential strength
and conviotion of the pustralian people bhas prevailled. 'the
Aurability and acapishility of our institutions has been reassertad.

Now, & new balance hae developed in sociely between the need to
conperve znd the need to change. Rhat we must conserve is what
Monzics called, "{he divine and valuable variations of the minds
of all Mstiralians", ' :

This, 1 believe, is our xichesi aswet, - If we add to this,

the spirit of enterprisce that makes freedom worthwhile, then we
can have cvery confidence that grcat achievements are at hand,
The lesson of the '40a, and indeed the *7170s, is that once we

~unite in vigion and in purposc, significant victories are
~achioeved,

Sometlmes, in the nmidst of celebration, wilth the s=cond largest
majority since Federation, it is very difficuli to renember

the discipline and gelf-restraint which arc essoential to
victory. s

These. qualitios have speoial meaning for us., The Liberal Party

ig not something designed to advance our individual interests.

it 18 not Hust somelthing designed 6 advance owr Party's

interests or even those of the coalition. JIts justification -
for existance 3a that ite policies are designed for all Australians.

Yetr these policies are an cppty shell &€ they remain unsupportcd

by our capacity 4o put them into effsct, OCur Party was born

out of a commitment by one person, working with many other dcdicated
Australians, to advance the causc of freedom and individualism

in Augtralia, 7Thig ig a continuing and demanding task, It will
always meet with resigtancs. There are thoss of no faith who

want political power in order to use it for themselves

‘thexe arc those who believe that Canbexrra should dominate
Australian politics; that the States gshould be abolishad;
that tha powers of the Sznate should be dramatically reducead,
This highlighte the essential diffcrance betwecen Liberalism.
and Sooslalism, N . ‘ - |

We want people to decide for themsalves; others bhelicve that -

big and powerful centyalist government knows best what is right
for yvou and me. This view is repugnant to the individuality oi
all Australians. The threat to our values and prinoiples ig
always pregcent. The excoesses of the Whitlam years are

well dooumented, They have been decisively rojected.

Yet, against the judgomsnt of the Australian people, Labor

only regently protested confidently that, "There wasg nothing
rovolutionary oy partioularly radical about the Whitlam years",
So that while we celebrate an anniversary thisg cvening, this is
not tho time for self-congratulation. Rather it is time for
commitment and determnination. ‘

.
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Lot w8 not Awell on® the successes of {he past, That is done
_“and finished, It is tomorrow,next week, next ycar and beyond
whore the new challenges lie, The spirit of Liberalism demands
that we look forward to mecet these challenges. The fight
20 free the spirit of men and women is constant and unending.
The battleficld must never be vacated. What we can do now
ip Lo win that frecdom for our time; te hand on to our children
conditions in soclety which allow them full cupression of their
rindividualism and creative spirit, ' - "
e - It. 13 through.our own.example. that ihe.challenges of tomoxrow
' will be met. The spending of effort in a great caude gives
life its fulfilment., Owr 1ivee have no meaning if we live
just for ourselves) if we are alwavs sesking reward for what
we doy  or ¢ounting the cost of our efforts.

By this attitude we Qinminish ourselves and our objectives. ik
This 48 not the spirit of our Party of or Australia'’s greatnéss. ‘the rioh™
cendowment Of our people in anbodicd in countleps thousands [
of Rustraliuns, in n1) walks of 1life, who, cach day, do something
wnselfishly with detewrnination and «ouvage, 'thexe ig an obligation w
; ~on us to demonstrate that this is our purpose, L%
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1 Menzies captured this spirit in 1944, He brought with it

| opportunitics and experiences; and the pessibility of service
- to our nation. ‘“These we muat not lightly accept or
unthinkingly put aside.

We are all heixs apparsnt to the ‘80s. But this reguires more

, ¢han waiting in the wings; it reguired an asacrtion of cur pride
a in individualism, personal freedom and self-advancement. 1t agks
irom uz service to Runlralia, et us dcdicate ourselves to
thede principles, Mor in doing thig, we honour the men and 3
wom?n who oreated this Party and huilt a great and prospsrous -
nation. ” :
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