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Did -2 reaszigaztion of lirxr. Dunstan - did that come as
5 cise to you?

. I hadn‘t understood that he had not been well.
ha might have been there foxr quite some time.

It's hard tc be apolitical I know, but what sort of contribution
do you think that he's made to Australia's political life?

Prime Minister:

He's made a distinctive contribution to South Australian
politics, and flowing out of that has had an impact on
Australian politic* overall. Ee's bzen, I think, quite unlike
any other Prewmier bifore him. He's madz a very great.
contribution to tqe arts and to the davelopment of the arts.
He was different. ile contributed greatly and he worked

very Vetj hard. I think it is a great tragedy that his
political 1life haz ended through i1l nealth. He is, in
geaeral terms, stili a pretty young man.
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I @alth is L} reason that we are all given for his

r ion. I guess we should accept that. I am just

w g whether that raises the question in your mind

abcout health among politicians generally, because most

of 2 1live falz:y hectic lives. Is it a fairly common

t do you thi.’z. that politicians perhaps get run down

ara >s thet aff~:t their performance, do you think?

Prrmiz Ministger:

I -2xznk 1t can hizgean. It really is a most exhausting

10> - o7 mogt 2e2randing job - put it that way. You have to learn
to racsz yourselif bpecause the demands on your own time are going
to L< inexiiaustiplie. Taey just never end. In other words,
yori2 ot to know how to say "no". For every invitation that
¥Oou <z accapc there are probably 10,20, 30, 40, 50, that have
to oo refusad. Sometimes people will press very hard, sometimes
vour Zriends will press very hard but if they come in latz

cn top of an already busy scnedule, it gets pretty difficult.
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Paul Rarber:

ilava doctors 2ve2r warned you, or told vou to slow down?

Y

Prims Minister:

hir< podllticiens often get told to slow down but the

I th

nain caing iz to pace yourself in a way that you can managa
You ti:ivi oto b2 able to draw on reserves from time to time
baczuze you naeve a busy period and then if some difficulty
comezy 1 on top of that you've got to pay attention to it.
3ui. tinis 1s part of the business of politics. I think you
adiust to the somewhat irregular kind of life that is
involvad,

TALX-RACK QUISTICONS

Question: (Caller)

Mr. Prime Mini°+ev I would like to ask you to live up to
yvour 1975 prhr‘s Lo pensioners. Your Budget-time argument
for 1Z2-monchly anLeases instead of six-monthly due to the
Coasumner Price Indax being cut due to the fall in inflation
making the increases naglible, has been proved guite wrong,
since inflation has again risen and ycur argument is no
longer a valid one -- if it ever was.

Prime Ministar:

t risen. The December Quarter Consumer Price

ppointing, I agres2 with that but inflation has

not risen. -The move down has flattened out but the 12-month

rate was significantly below the 12-month rate prev1ously,

and so inflation 1nd has come down and 1t is going to continuz

to come down. Wz had some very difficult decisions to make

at the time of the last Budget over a number of areas and

this was one of them., In 1975 inflation was 17 percent, it

hai resn for a six-mentn period kXnocking 20 percent, 19 percent,
zat deal more stability into the economy.

- .
Infiaticn hasn
Index was G

{

l A
an.t we nave yct 2 grea
Bu= chat did involvas ¢ stralnlng expenditure over a wide range
£ arcas. There sre, again, many difficult decisions which in
otnsr times gPOD'C would much prefer not to have had to take,
buzt wa believe overall the Budget 1s working very much
in zhe interests 27 Australia. We are starting to see now more
1i7 . and interest. a stirring - as somebody else said - in
st xd in the last few months of last year manufacturing
starcad to grow for the first time in many many years.
dzve vet, but I think as a result of the kind of
@ have introduced, we are starting to see Australia
ove.

Quzs=ion: {Paul Barber)

vou be prepared to have another look at that pension
-ior, chough, because it has been the cause of concern for
>f ocur callers. They says well—;be rest of Australiaas
ave nalf-vearly indexation, whj can't they?
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half-yearly indexation, but alright, they
tast time, but they don't always get

2y geo maybe 50 percent, 60 percent, or
evey the rate of inflation is. The
vsioners, of course, is 100 percent, and

is absolute.

‘hink that, as some of our callers suggest, that
yoiu are treating pwnbloner% as second-class citizens?

T éon't think so, because you see that makes a very great
difference to —-- iI pensioners were to be treated the same

as wagn carncrs they would get the same indexation adjustment

as wage earners. Now the Arbitration Commission sometimes

says 100 percent but sometimes it might say 50 or 60 percent.

I don't believe anyone believes that we should say 50 or 60 percent
of the adjustment for pensioners -- and wa've said it should

pe 100 percent. It will remain 100 percent, as it should.

So there is a real distincticn between the adjustments made
for vensioners and the adjustments mads for wage e€arnesrs.

3

Qggstio-: (Paul Barber)

Can you still give 100 percent, though, by doing it twice

Prime Minister:

., but vow sa&id put them on the same position as wage
rs. That's not a very good thing to do -- 1f wage

ars only 50 percent of the adjustment.

Question: {(Paul barosr)

.../4



VW T BACK

consider it - or reconsider it - again?

theory, one looks at all aswvects of
tore, I wouldn't want to build up
cnange of policy.

Ree2adly vour Govecawment introduced bills into the Federal
Paxvlian=zot designed to outlaw compulsory membership of
nnions and the Australian Union of Students however,

emember that this legislation only applies in

a there are many tertiary students who are wondering
what your Goverwna2nt and what you as Prime Minister can do
to prorect th
and in Queen
'

2
to join st
fel

1e lgnus of students in all the Labor states
sland whsre tertiary ctLdonts are still forced
m

udent unions before they can commance theirx
tertiary educaticn. Now, is there anything your Government
can do to prctect the rights of these people?

Tie legislati that nas been intrecduced in the Federal

Parliamsnc will o2 passad because we believe that it is totally

wrong that a orice of getting a dcgrae cr a tertiary zducation
' is 1z joi S

, v against the views and inclinations of

the student. n addition to that, we don't believe compulsion
of that kind is right. If student bodies want support they
shiould be abls teo attract support and I think that is the

way 1t ocught to be. Now, Victoria has made some moves in that
dirscticn., Western Australia has. I would hope that other
states will follow the Commonwealth legislation. I think it

i wvery strangz t in universities people claim this is

th* nlace of a iic freedom, this is the place of intellectual
£ 2 place where you will freer than at any

1
udents union which might be pursuing activitizs
1

f-z2dom,; this 1
time in your 1i
s

ves @nd then the very first thing you have to
de in & university is compulsorily join a quasi-political
jolelalls
Ddusioion: {calies

© ra2came Prime Minister you promised open

ad r2d several sessions of meet the press. Why
en discontinued and replaced by talk-back

te election time? '

W

c < ralk—-baclk radio right throughout the year and not
t ~A: a stat2 election time and I think shortly before
iszimas and throughout last year in different states
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b

Prim: Minister: (continued)

T ota.e P2 onportunity of tallkiny witn people whenever

that s Lossiple. 5o far as press conferences are concerned,
I hav: »ress conferences on a continual basis, when it

ie nIolossary;  nok everxy Monday afternoon at 2:00 o'clock
but -;-on thers is something to communicate, something. of
impe s ance, there is a press conterence for the media.

It =7 u% pe in Cunberra, it might be in one of the capital
citiwes. Yesterday there was a press conference for the

Conties nodia and about 30 journalists and editors came along
T think really T am guite accessible and

a4 ANy 7
whez-insr coat i3 on talli-back or press conferences, or television,
onc way 0or the other.
Ouec-ion: (caller)

rom a time zabroad and learnt with
s have been put on blocks, as it were,
. w, the war that your Government put
us into, and in whi some of us suffered very badly, what
is the dsofence policy of this country? Are we serious
about detfending 1t¢? :

Prim2 Minister:

Yes of course we
that it cught Lo

2re and I think it ought to be understond
2~ understood that Zor oach of the las

[ P"\ O' S"J

three years significantly moce dollars an more in real
.3, more resoucrces have bean made available to defenco.
What we've seeking to do is to maka sure that a larger

proportion cf the total defence vote is spent on capital
equipment. During the previous administration, in one year,
the expenditure on capital equipment was as low as 6 percenc --
I thin¥ 5.7 percent of the defence vote. Well now we've

got that figure kack to between 14 and 15 percent. 1It's

still nct high enough. Part of the process of getting the
pceroentage up hes peen to keep a very tight rein on other

elarants of deivnce cApendluure. It has meant a tight
r:.i:. cn elements o0 training programmes but in the longer
tarm interests oI *lie Australian defence force, in the
1nzaraszts of getiing more modern effective equipment, we
£22+t that this has been necessary. Only a few days ago

we made decisions which will increase the rate of increase
ir mhe defenge cuzaznditure over the next few years a bit
a-cr2 that whiz- would have been envisaged some months ago.

vnz3tinn: {Panl Rarber)

iazc’s your reaction to the criticism of the RAAF chap in
Sz I've forgotten his nane, wno complained on his
rez.soment there a couple of days ago, about the fact that
thzon was too much civilian control of our defence force
an? Itz said that the military people weren't getting a

i

air say. Is that justified criticism do you think?
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__6_
Prive Miaistor:
don'! all. The other day we had in the
Ha scussing defence matters one civilian,

e

Defence, but four

nief of cach Service and the Chief
We now have ons civilian department,
> five if you like -- the Department
D:=zace, threa Service departments and the Department

¥

C e Y-
bob Y
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SorhHh T O
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O 0 rr

Towelyso That's now embraced largely in one department
ana civilian numbers have been ChL very greatly. T think in
any dafoncee struccure where you've got uniformed people
ard civilians. you are going to get an argument about
aompropriate baliance.

Lra vou vwoirried avout morale in the armed forces - almost
everyvone of these chappiles that retires has a moan about
morale in the Army, or Alir Force or Navy.

Prime Ministor:

People would like a greater wrate of increase in expenditure -
irn d=fence eguipment and for various defence purposes.

I can underscand that. I we didn't have budgetacy rescraints
{'d 1ike a greater rate of increase in defcnce spending

also. Dut poople ocught te look at the figures and ought to
know that substantial additional resources have bean devoied
to dzfence year after year. Now the restraint has como

on recurrent costs and some training activities but we believe
that's been neceszsary 1n the int erff ts of making sure that

the maximum - as iuc

}I

h as the vote as possible - goes into
defence eHu_cuert. Modern equipment 1s so vastly expensive.

I think in the lact war the best fighter, or Spitfire,

might ccst 7,540 nounds but now you are talking to

$20 @ to $30 m tor a modern replacement fighter, or something
of thrat order.
Quastion: {Calizr)

e

What T want to kncv is this -- every week more and more
pensions are need<ed and necessary, or not necesary. Every
des=rtzd father, <wvery deserted mother wants a pension.

fuasy glie fath:ir, every single mcther wants a pension.

New . A there is nore divorces every week, more single

mconers pressntlng babies every week, the taxpayers that

ar 2ving togecn2r, the taxes are getting higher and highor;
new much high2r will they have to go to be able to cope witn

2i. =znas2 pensions that different groups of people are

aill ziinouring for. Does it mean that our taxes are going to go
highzr und higher and a single person that is hoplnq to get
married these taxes are so high he just even can't afford

te guzv> for a home themselves - who are doing the right thing

by gezuing married in the normal, decent way. !
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Drima 4 lsben:

In tne substance of your questicn 1s a very important

thin: Hecause evary tnousand taxpavers are today supporsting
a micr rauch larger number of pensionars that would have

om2a La0 coase L0 vears ago. I haven't got the proportion
but - mignit be 50 percent more, it could be approaching

199 ~ercent re. That obviously puts a great burden

01 Lhsoe wn e paying taxes and you rightly draw attention
+o trz:=. PBub we have been able, over the last three years,
H . - .- [

to roouce kuwos and 1t is hard to urnderstand in the bulk terms,
buig incom2 taxpayers this year - in spite of that temporary
: 2 3 he last Budget - are paying $3,000 million

tax Incrohas i
le o v would have i1f the tax scales that prevailed
whzit 2 took office were still in force. Now you translate
thar back into the savings cf a huskand and wife with a

counle of depsndent children and it still is a very
supstantial saving of scveral dollars a week. We understand
and are very nucn concerned about the point you make - about
high taxes and we would like to be in a position to reduce
taxes further. '

Les5ys La

Question: {Paul Barber)

How tewporary is that tax increasa?

o

Drife Hinister:

The legislation rcuns out on the 30th of June. We don't have

7

to anything - tha legislation just runs out. We introduced
in that way - we said 1t would apply for this year.

There are many demands on Government. We were just talking
about defence; that's one demand on Government. Earliex
there was a suugestion that the pension should be increased
more often. Now, for education and a whole host of services

n
K e always saying "please will you spend more".
We osilaeve that Governments have got to show maximum restraint
if noit, Aastralian taxpayers are going to bhe pressed
Lnto tns coraun

Quastion: {Paul 3Barber)

Juz= wehind tha- ifady's guestion, there seemed to be the
pr.lcsophy that hand-outs are too easy to get in Australia.
vie:rld you acree wloh that?

prlme Vinlstar:

Son=r'xzs I think so, yes. I think...

Quazzicn:e {Paul Barber)

Couill you nut a percentage on that?

No, ¥ don't think yocu can. I think the basic thrust of the
purpos2 of most pensions is probably right and proper. But
for every particular pension there are probably some who
abuse tn2 system and take advantage of it.
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Prime linister: (continued)

The o1l Luow 1n this city -- but it 1s quite impossible

Lo guaenify - thesa arve seome people who do casual work,
cloraning v oa gacdan, catting a lawn and the going rate
For Ihmas T oam told, in this city ard in Sydney, is $30

or $4n dav. Sone such people are probably also getting
unen’ soiani benefits, twe or three days casual work, and
then av: batter off than many people on a permanant job
and z7oting their tanes

QueaBT. s {Paul Barber)

80 we e =2ill got the bludger in ARustralia, you'd say?

]

chap migut be working but I think it is abusing

. . Now, it's quite 1mposs1o1 to quantify and
I doa't attzmpt Yo, but we know there are some people who
1<

And that’s worrying you?

Prime Minister:

a

Iy

;l

4
6]
e
=

I se: a systam being abused, of courssz you would
to do something about it but in this particular case,
case I mentioned, I tinink it would be very hard to

N
[

U 1=
:3" IS
U]

av. 2dministrative proczdures that stopped it.
{caller)
/2 Rustralians are beannlng to doubt your
and 1 regard you as bacoming perhaps one of
2lizvalxla governments in the world and the
I wigh to draw to your attention is not just
algity of many of your promises or many

Primwe Minister:

I ~—-ink it would 2o 2 good idea to say which ones instead
of U gorwcal comments and allegations over the
\._..:"’3 -

‘hat {r. Fraser. The main point I wish to discuss
=+ ouw is the szcrecy of your Government, which of course
sacret in the western world.

This vzallyv is a great deal of nonsense.
Quest: n: {Paul Barber - to the callerx)

Can yo.. give an example?

«e./9




Quastion: (callar)

¥os.  Tha figures show that the documsnts of the ¥raser
ol wak an comoared with Great Britain and the

r> the most secret in the world. Nearly
10¢ ;a::ent 0f the Swadish Covernment documents are

v (ur public perusal and 50 percentc of the British

C".'J.‘_ L L5
Govern.lani docuwnents are open for perusal - bul 25 pexcent
of tr- rasexr Jdncumants are open for wnerusal.
Dyims casten:
I thinl *hat ©his really is a great deal of nonsense. 1I've
never seen statistics of this kind put togeuher and the

[

is

raceris that have been published in the time of ny
Gouvarnment have een ftull and open and that's going to
contiruaa ke be the case. A Senate Comnittee is examining
at this moment freedom of information legisation and

we are conmicted tco waking as much information available

to the public as is possible. I'm guite certain that we've
acted upon that. Ycu know, the person who just asked that
guesticn seemed to have a large numbar of allegations to
make but I don’t think he had any substance in any part of it.

Question:

T wanf*d first to congratulate you on the {(inaudible).

I think iz's a very part for Rustralia to get into the
int=rnatinal market somohow and about the taxes --- how
can we expect the reduction of taxes when people don't
vant to work. Afcer all, if thev don't work, they don't
earn any mon2y and thzy don't pay taxes and then the

Government is aszhing to give them money ~ but they can't
make it becausa if you start printing money then we are
pack to sguare one.

Prina i nister:

I tainlt I agrze with everything that you've said. If
govzraments print money we just add to inflation and that

a tot cf Jamage tc sveryone. The more people do work the
mcr2 production ar? productivity there is in Australia,

thz morsz chance :m=are is maintaining, or reducing taxes and
not Laving to incr:asze taxes.

of people not wanting to work. I mean
1re on how many Australians...

kQ(D
oW

It's guite impossible. Quite obviously under present
circunstances there are people who want to work but find it
very « _.fficult to get work. On the other hand, I think we
all hZe2z stories of some people banding together in houses
and 1Z.ing togetner and not really going out and looking
for a 2b and maybs not taking a job when it is cifered

to them. I've heard of instances of this in the city and
in country areas and I think it is on2 of the symptoms of

.../10
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Pyime nnister: {coatinued)

Iha <ircxashance whero unemployvment 1s too high. But when
theve are more job vacancies, as recovery in the economy
gatnaT, vace, I tnink it will be much casier to test
paonls und see wnether they really want to work ox

T
wnethar thiey acn-t.

L o hexrd instances of pc001e doing that sort
o{ :h1r¢ What have you done about it? Have you sent

:21th peopile around there to find out why they
don‘t want or

Basically, if people apply to a particular employer for

a 3cb and don't want that job thej make it perfectly plain.
Pney are of+ten doinyg so so that they will remain on
unempleovment benefits. I've had a number of emplovers,
small and larage, making that pcint to me.

Question: (Paul Barber)

flave thoso cases been followed by ona of the Departments?
Prime Minister:

When that does happen the employers are meant to make theiw
names available to the Commonwealth Employment Service and
chen -- if sowebody iz sent along to apply for a job and
turas up without any shoes and l“OKlng unkempt and dishevelled
for a ‘job whare z pesrson requires some neatness, and inside
job and this sort of thing - guite cbviously he is not trying
to get the job and doesn't particularly want it. If somebody
1s i tnat Vatojorv, they don't really deserve to remain

on . unemplovment bunefits. You can't always get employers
~aXke the action...

....%o any enplovzs that might be listening to you this
mo:;ing who has - .at sort of situation, to ring up the
avment Service and tell them.

Primng Minl3cer:

=il tn=2y ought to. What they ought to be doing is saying
127, +nat pick2 you sent me down didn't really want the
jck meoause this is what happened” ...

And ni: benefits will be stopped?

..o /11
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Frame Minisbor:

They wonld be stoppad for a time, yes. I don't anyone to
assuna that I'm saving that's everycone. 1 know very well
PO |

it's not. I know therc ace vﬂoolo who want to wock and
who Eind it very difficult to get work under present
ﬁ

cilrcuns ces.

Qucscion: (Paul Barber)

I zurpris=d at what you say about long hair, and thongs
ané that kind of thing...I wouldan't have thought that the
avpearance necessarily m=2ant that the person didn't want
to work.

Prime Minister:

Well if somebody wants a receptiocnist and you turned up
with no shoes on and whatever--you said thongs -- I meant
no thongs either.

Questioui_(caller)

Have you every though of the superannuation pzople. My husbzaad
is a public servant and at 60, as a returned scxviceman, he

can retire now but he gocs on a 45 percent pension and I have
baen Llistening with interest to the eldexrly pension during

the week. We have to pay taxes, we don't get any roducticn

on ~2tes, phones, medical and things like that. Now, I'm

an arthritic and on one of my tablets it's $27 for 100.

T ofiten wonder if the pensioners think of these people that

are paying superannuation and then they just don't get any
benefits at ali.

Prime Minister:

If you are on those tablets as a result of a doctor's
prescriptior for arthritis isn't that on the national health?

Question: caller)

Ne, it's not. They are $27 for 100 and I have to take four
a dov which means every 25 days you have to pay $27 for tablets.

L'¢ - not necessarily over the airwaves -- but I'd like to

100 into that Lf I could and I wonder if it would be

vosz_bie for you to leave your name and address with the

scoian, and the name of the tablets, because I would like

to -oox in and f£ind out why they are not on the national health.

Ywesrticon: (Paul Barber)
What are you going to do with your pension, by the way, when
you ratira?

... /12
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Prir> inistor:

I don‘c lunow. L paven'oc really thouynt about rebiring
vot.

Question: (£2ul Barber)

ave

suothougn ahout whiat you're golng to do wich the
ponoion

d probarly go fishing.

vestion: (Paul Barber)

I dun't know wnecher there's many pensicners in the community
¢ cculd do that on their pension these days?

Piiime Minister:

I think a lot of people in Australia go fishing. It hasn't
got to bhe an expensive pastime.

-

Question: (caller)

zustralian petrcl prices have gone up 47 vercent in the

last year, thus putting hAustralia in the bracket of thraz
nations with the n1g1° st petrol prices in the worid. Your
Governmant's policy i1s to put the Australian price on

an ecuivalent basis with other nations but we have surpassed
all »hut two other countries. I would therefore like to ask,
is your lack of concern based on the fact that you are
chauffer-driven in brand new Government vehicles on petrol
paid for by the pecple and not personally by yourself.

D
b

Prixze Minister:

No, 1ot at ail, I Lppose 1f you want to deal with it on

a p=rsonal basis you could say that on the farm we use a
gre:: dzal of pe;;ol and that's gets paid for as anyone
else's petrol gets paid for. I think you misunderstand the

wac. s, or th2 reason, for the Government's policies. We were
in situation wiher2 oil search in Australia had stopped.
Pautle weren't drilling for oil. They weren't deve]opinq
fur.nsr existing holes because this is an expensive business
ani suplorers, developing companies, could get more by
e ~ring and developing oil in other places where they'd
yeo somathing much nearer to the world parity price for
Wit o ever they found. The policies of the previous administration
5 B »&t 0il search just at a time when there was a severe world
cri:lr in oil. Now, as a result of our pricing policies, and
as turuLt of some other inducements o0il search is again

etting underway in a healthy fashion in Australia. As a

3

i1t of our policies by 1984 or 19835, 30% to 40% of the

trat we will be using will be coming frowm reserves that
Luoen proven, developed, as a result of our changed policics.
think that is showing that they are being successful.

O g«
;e (D
-t Us it
f
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<
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d@niste;: (concinu=4d)

Mow i owe doa't find oil, or more 0il, you have o duy
snoincroeasing pooportion from overszas, from the Middle
asc g from other countries and you are certainly going
o be wuving world parity prices for that., Theve's weally
no ziternative. There ave one or two major countries

chat ol have thair oil priced on a world parity basis

and Liey arce in real difficulties as a result of it and

in Zondacting an ensrgy pollcy -- in fact, they just haven't
got 2n 2nergy policy. O1l is in a general scarce position
tacouyhout the world and to think that Australian motorists,
or any other motorists, or any other motorists can go on
g=tting it under its corwmercial and economic price is just
not reail Jife.

Oueablon. {Paul Earber)

Just back to vour personal problems with petrol on the farm

-=- 1'm probably putting my foot in it here -- but isn't
rural petrol subsidised?

Prime Minister:

For some people who live in remote areas the freigat is

3~wa]15ed. But the margins in scme country districts for
the re-sellers is a good deal higher than it is in capital
cities. : :

]

Quextion: (Paul Darber)

I supposce what I'm getting at is your petrol subsidised?

Prinz Minister:

We zxe not in an area that is subject to fuel equalisation,
if vy memory i1s correct.

Quazcion: icaller)

MO . raser, yesterday morning I spoke to Mr. Wilkes on the
Tine and I spoke to him about the plight of the single

op T
incoTz Tamily today and at a time when there is great

an~iLoyment in our country there are very many married
worar wn the paid workforce who are there simply for economic

peasems,  They would very much like to home caring for

their fam1¢1es, but they can't afford to. Mr. Wilkes said
that it wasn't a State problem, that it was a Federal problem
and that or]y the Federal CGovernment could do something

Lo, Could I ask you to comment, particularly as this

,_:.l_l.ﬂl
wwn g3
o

conzidearing in these areas?
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oobavae ~ nuaueer of prograwmes which are de:Lgn 2l to

1o fonmiliss - one or two which are specificially designed
oy help sinole incowe families. This is one of the
arzas whrove I ownuld Like te bz akble to do much more but
duain.. it's a gussticn of resourcos. But, family allowance
ilg -~ otlicy doesigned to help families and as you know
tha o aants arvre npade direct to the Tother and on the basis
oI o tne unmber of children that you have. The wife's rebate
in caxation system for a taxpayer with a dependent wife,
8! ooodent spouse I suppose is the proper term because it

; watl
Tod2oonaent
.3 not necessarily only the husband that works these days,
s provide scme additiconral benefit for the single-income
amily. In economic terms that benefit is nothing like as
at a3 that which a2 family gets if both the husbhard and
2 bavoven to be working. One way of providing greater
"or the single-income family is to substantially increase
use rebate but to do thac in a way which is significant
and really noticable for individual families could cost
$6020m nr S700m ov $8C0m so» there are manyv problcecms. Sometimes
you haven't got the resources immediately available to
bz able to tackle them in the way that you would like Dbut
the wpoint you maeke about single income farilies is, I thinlk,
a very important one indeed.

I =2 wanting to ask about one of ths promises you mad~ in
your policy speech that was not fulfilled and that was the
service ponsions for Allied ex-servicamen , who of course

had the eligibkility to receive them,

Prime Minister:

T

at was u commitment made at the last policy speech and it

1 L
was a comultmaent to bz implemented during the life of this
Pariiamant, and it wiltl be.
Cueztion: {(caller)
Thi: 1s Mrs. Ellis cf the Pensioners rfederation. You will

rec  .lect that you met ofticers last October. My concern is
tr2s: that as inflation appears to pe running higher than

: nment anticipated, will the full flow-on of the
;e in the Lorsumer Price Index in the financial year
in the November next pension cheques.

asking will the adjustment be 100 percent of the
rice Index change, yes it will be. The full flow-
1d 2 .

ir. Frasevr, 1 am the wife of an unamployed plumber who has
gone iLarough and got all his certificates, a qualified
ian, wh2 has never been out of work in his life. Now, this

a young country, I don't come from this country, £ come from
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SAW PATE~-BACK

DnRs stions (continued)

Sceckla-d and ©o me [ think that a youny country, gone to
w;stﬂ -- wnae I want to itnow 1s why the Ifigures came out
bhils anrning - aalf a million uwnemployved people. A
-fipﬂ wan -- you wera talking ba2fcre about unemployment,
you %3;ched on it -- aboub neople going for interviews.
PRI z gou: for about five or six intervicws
ang wisoe ha% been 30 Lo eacn. interview. [ ask you, in
this 2y and age I was shocked to think that a qualified
wan, 2 plumber/gas flttcr/w lder, cannot get employmant.
Now wihizt's your comment on that?

Urimz Milnisterx:

Many trades aie in shert supply, even in circumstances we
have at the moment when we have far too many peonle who are
unemoioved. I tried to emphasise before that I wasn't
trying to quantify the number who might not really be trying
to get a iob -- I said there were some and I also said I
know there are many wno do want to workx and find it very
difficult tc get a job under present circumstances. What I
would like to do is to get your name and address and the
nama of your husband and his qualifications, and wmake somz
inquiries, personally, because I would believe that the
gqualifications that you describe, it ought to be possible
to get a Jjob. Would it be possibkble to g$re your rname an!
sddress to che station so that I can make those inquirie

Ll [ ('J

Question: (Paul Barbar)

The €igures she's referring to of course have come ocut in
chis morning's press. Can you confizm...

Prime Minister:

Thev haven'i ccme out in this morning's press. They will
corz out at about 12 o'clock today.

Wourid you like to confirm at this stage whether in fact...

*d
i
ta
e
ol
it
’—l
w3
’_l.
wn
ot
o
=

No, I haven't in fact seen the figures. They will be
anatuaced by the Minister at 12 o'clock.

Guzz_o:on: {Paul Barber)
Sz - -u don't know what the figures are yet?

S2vimas inister:

No, nst in detail, no.
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Sunstioa:s (Paul Burber)
NMonohaodd=tail, but you do kKnow. ..
Pirie ialstov:

satin.,  I've peen given & rougn order of and
- the results of thatk abouh 12 o'ciock.

Cuzstion: (Pagl Darber)
7 Ealf a million unermployed, as the papers

\re ;23ting this morning, are you worried about

the psychological impact of that. t seems to me that
once ycu get to the stage of half a million unemployed,
you are recally getting into the big lecagua - there's no

a
t that.

Prime Ministor:

L think it will bo under that figure, on what I've been
told. We knew we would be hitting a seasonal pzak at this
tire and I believe that we need to look at the other side
of the ledger. In the last two or three months of 1973
calendar year, over time was up to higher levels than 1t had
prman for many vears; enmnployment in manufacturing industry,
iadoed, nrivate civilian employmant, increased in a way
L..x..

many years.

chiat it 2iso nad no

0
7

Gui:lion:  (Paul Barber)
Dut with respect...(tape turned over)

Prime Minister

Manufacturing eamployment had been reducing over a long period
bacause 1t b~“ama very uncompetitive as a razsult of the
of 2 result of (inaudible) of wages increases four or five

vesvs ago. 1 think 211 the signs in the Australian economy

ar: Hointing to that position being changed. Manufacturing
iné.strv is starting to look ahead with much greater confidenco
tron it bad for a very very long while. Unless that happens

wa 2ra not going to solve the unemployment problem because

it -e2pends upon selling more Australian goods in the Australian
nar iz, Ik dezpends upon Australian factories being able to

¢+ into export markets and being able to sell in export mariats
.0 =he mora thay can sell the more Australian people will be

s svad in the factories making those products.

D s-=ione (Paul Barber)

vhan these figures are announced today do you intend to ride
out “ho obvious complaints and criticisms that there are going
Lo e of are you going to...
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)flm“ Minister:

You'r calking as though fhere is going to b2 some gread
surpr‘f, _OJJj. “he i14ur°"-toda) ~— you're nmaking statemancs
o a.lling tions and then not giving an opportunity for
the “atwar and I othink we had ewperisnces of that kind once
bofor: and it i1s really much more helpful if you do give

an ornairranity for the answer.

£ figuares that will come cut today have been

. or u long while so there is no surprise about it.

e e i no sudden change. The point I am making is that

he uaderlying thrust and help for the Australian manufacturing
industry today is much better than it has been

For a long while. Peopla are looking to the future with a
great deal of confidence. The Ford order books and many
Australian companies are fuller than they have been for many
vears and theraefore we are moving into a much better situation
than we've had. I think it is early days and if you like,

the signs are still tentative. Retail sales at the end of
last year, coupled with the improvement in overall employnment
in a number of industries, gives us nuch greater hope for
confidence in 1979 and it is my very firm view that this is
coming to be widely recognised outside.

MHuastion {Paul Barber)

Could you give a figure c¢f —-- an unemplcevment figure by
July,six months time? ‘

Prime Minister:

No, I'm nct going to give a figure.
Question:
But 1t wili be down?

Primnz HMiniste

~

It »ill be down from February, of course it will.

Question: (caller)

a2 two-prong guestion so stop me if it's going on too
Firqtlj, it's about the prospects of alleviating
oyr2nt. I own a small business in a blue-ribbon
heid seat and we pass through our doors in the vincinity

cf .3 and 600 pecple a day and over the course of a week

ab~utc thneir children. Without exception thesy all say "why
Jo:;n v. the Government reintroduce National Service?" Als
lic. “awiz sayvs that we can't ask our people who receive the
dole to worn, but we've got a responsibility to these young
pecpiz to give them incentive and ambition and while we are
givingz them the dole without requiring anything for it, we
are tak¥ing away their ambition and we have plenty of land
owned v the Board of Works, not owned, but controlled by
the Doord of Wocks . Could we give these young people an
opportunity to produce - wildlife type - give the responsibilily
ol say two days a week for their dole and the responsibility
of pl'ur’nq and building wildlife parks along the banks ot
thesa rivers that are just lying there as wasteland.
.../18
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Prinse Xlulstoer:

Lowell uvaderstand the concerns thnat yeu have in tnis

Geu ard maay poople save put the same sorc of view  to

via v dlot of nrowlc ave intesrested in the re-introducihion

of vo=ional Service but 1f National Service were to be
Latrolacad I tnink that would have to apply torv a whole

age groue and that's about 180,000 or 200,000 younyg people
chrce s the course of the yezar. That would need a total
ceocTenneation of the defence eflort and the defence

commitmant and I vhink we would be introducing National Servica

3 han for defenre,under tha pcesent timeas,
r . ities with it,quite apart f[rom the cost.

I don't think iz would help the deferce effort in the short-term
where the major reguirement is to get more modern equipment
into the detfence forces. The point you make about young
peupla losing thelr ambition and incentive through receiving
unamployaent han2fits I think can b2 a very real one. Thig
is whv a large part of the training programmes that we have
introduaced have been designed quite specifically to create
onportunities for pecple, and especially for young unemployed.
Over the course of this year something well over 100,000
Australians, and many of them young Australians, will be
helped in the various training programmes. Ifan Viner, the
Minister for Employment and Youth Affairs, will be seeking to
ostablish community based support programmes which will give
voung prople not in work the opportunity of doing some
community service c¢f the kind that you mentioned. It wouldn':
Ha cenvmlsory. It would e voluntary but I would hope tnat
a sigaificant nuwmber of young people would want to participatoa.
Vie ere seeking to meet tha concerns that you mentioned through
training progranmes which have already helped well over
360,000 Austrazlians and about 100,000 over the course of
this financial year and then for the development of a community
scname which I hope will meet the kind of things that you
have in mind.

Quastion: (Paul Bacber)

Vo. get very annoved when people interrupt you, why?

noved. I just think it's plain politeness
questinn to be answered.
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