fe

-

3 AUSTRALIA 3
—*»»»»«««4’

PRIME MINISTER

FOR PRESS ' 16 JULY 1978

PRIME MINISTER TO VISIT INDIA

...The 'Prime Minister.én:c::cedatoday that:-he would.visit India.. _.e I: ...

in January:-1979.:.. Mr -waser-said that at.the Commonwealth Heads:» & -
» ofiGovernemnt Régiona- __etlng (CHOGRM):-held in :Sydney 'in Februarx
this-year he had .receiv=¢-a.verbal invitation form:the Indian Lt s

Primeé Minister, Mr Morz;I . Desia, to’attend the Indian:Republic - o
. .. Day:celebrations.-on-26 .Jzauary.1979. In a letter of. 8 May, . -, ..

Mr=Desai had.renewed rs’ invitation-to Mr Fraser .tobe a special-:¥. ..
. guest of the Indian:Govarmment at the celebrations. : Mr Fraser :i:zzi. (.

. had.replied.on..2-.June thrz2*_ he was very. pleased to accept this . _

invitation. e

P

- The-Prime Minister will b= accompanied:by his wife:and childrena: z:. - -

Details.of the visit have not yet been finalised, but it is -
expected to last for several days. - S ST

Mr.Fraser recalled =—=a= == CHOGRM he and Mr Desai- had had wide— -« { - -

---xranging and .useful c=s ::s;lons on a number of mattexrs of . ————— e

7. guest of the:Indian Ccwernemnt indicated the warmth and -depth of -:: _:
-+ the relationship=be<w==r the two countries; Australia's relations r- -

.~ common. coné¢ern: - He Izok=d".forward to the.opportunity for a - . -=zd=-- o:

further round:-of talxs -ith-Prime Minister Desai_and-other , =:-:-:---

.senior Government MizIsters.. e UV LR

=7 ThetPrime Minister hAoted that Australia ::and-India shared . the. -zt i

same date for.their ra=szective National .days, ‘26th-January, and -::
his attendance at the Z=2ian Republic Day Celebrations as a special

*- with India-were clos= z2< he would be seeking ways -and initiatives

- .

by-which they might zeccme .closer still.. Mr Fraser said that ...

. he_and his family alsc welcomed the opportunity. that this visit . ... _
would afford to see scmething of India's .cultural heritage and
contemporary achievemeats. -
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