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. In opening this Conference, I am very plessed to jein -the

; Govemox\-{}eneral An welcoming you and wishing you an en;)oyable
1 : ami rawarding visit to Australia,

. | . This meeting of Commomwealth Heads of Goverrnment from the
Asianand,South Pacific Reglon is a notable event. It is not

|  only the first such regieonsl meeting in. the history of the

’ _ COmmozxwealth but it is also the 1argee.t meeting of He ad,s_ of ... -

"*ahat 'che auguestmn has oeen taken up 50 ouickly.

~-HNo one m‘o‘"“;mows the Commonwealth should be surprised that
SRR, - we have ’wkgn_zhhis_s*epv -For one-oi-the Commonwealth's outsta.nd-
. :Lng at‘tritmtes has been i‘ts reb:i.lienee - its capac:.ty to adapt

nxmbar;”s'i'!e‘ﬁfﬁ reg:.onal rep esen»ation.
Jenber: nations, today there are thirty six.

‘In 1946 there were ‘five

: Scm people expressed misglivings about enlarging the Commone
wealth beyona the narrow group of five., How wrong they were. In
' ~ todayis world, the original group of five could never have hoped
t0 de as relevaEnt or conatructive as the thirty six members of the
contmorary Comonwealth. .
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—_ - Once the COmxnonwealth was held together by the similarity
o:t ita aanbers - now diversity is the key.

o ﬂe'erer before have our members been so dispersed over so0
' :mny corners of “the earth, represented such a wide cross section
- of 800181 and economic development, participated in so0 many
international agemies.\ Y¥hen change of this magnitude takes
place it creates&impetus for further development.

In ‘baking this initiative we are responding to the compel-
1ing cmonsense se of two i‘acts -

= We are a2 members of the Commonwealth and value
f,._'fj_;»;'_ highly the opportunitiés the Commonwealth tie
;;igivesﬂus to discuss vital issues with one another.

S 7- ‘Ne are also neighbours in the Asia-South ‘Pacific
' B_;egion.

3¢ 4 natursl that the 92 of us, joined by ties of history
S ‘-.-:and. geog?aPhYa Bhould come togeth.er to. develop and_ strengthen the :

style which emphasises candid eychangeb of views among “friends oi‘
equal standing, reconciling differences and building on common
mund. -—-ﬁw mch: better—ﬁ all intemational relatlons were .
na:xducted ln t.his way. T

MWG m;itjust the.Comomalth' o
val o “,' oy '_’f:'”talz.ty to- confron’b the great chall-'
- engés o “the’ World.v F R |

'l‘hia meeting provides the Commonwealth members of-this region.-
with our first opportunity to use the unique Commonwealth model to '
‘adapt ourselves to mew circumstences and co-operate more effectively—
with one another. This is becoming all the more pressing as each
yaar shows more clearly that distance is being eaten away and
isolation is coming to an end, _

- We are being drawn together with remarkadble speed, and, es
Heads of Government responsible for the welfare of our people, we
¥now we cennot 1gnore the implications of our evergrowing inters — -
dependence.
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We know that there is hardly anything that one of us can

do for our own economy or security that will not concern another.
Ve recbgn.ise that none cen diminish the dignity of one man without
dim.nishing the . di@.ity of ai}t otherss

ﬂone of us can be visited by calamity, whether due to nature
. oY the misauiganent of men without it affecting the welfare of
othera. Nor ‘cen any nation improve its position without it hc»ld.mg
out hope for other nations. - - T _

) 'ifhe reality of our changing world imposes greater obligations
-on each oi’ us. Our very presence here is evidence of_our commitment
to exjaoréf{every pdssible way of acting together, whether novel or
e Eme items that 111 the agenda of -our present world are well
" knowa to a1l of us. Poverty, famine, unemployment, inflation,

energy shortage, trade barriers, growing national indebtedness,
racism and the persistence of international conflict.

The impact of these problems has varied greatly because our

- pations, 'vary :ln-:’size, in mmbers, in. TEEOUrCess. Bu:t moae of us. o

“They" are*:mensely diﬁ‘ibu;t%: TS50e8" ‘thaff engage"‘in Emost prof ound
way tha ingenuity and goodwill of us all. But our common concerns,
. ..our common hopes, 8, and the fact that we live in a common regional
neighbourhocd, leads u& m mﬁmxa_cur search.. fcr solunons in
o ‘khie new“forumr |

‘ﬁchzr ﬁa_mi pomz' nations and respond meaningﬁxlly to the che.llenge
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of global inequities.

Australia deeply regrets that agreement has not yet been
s&eached in the internetionsl-negotiations on the e“‘tabliahment of.
A commoRn Lund to stabilise commodity prices.

A Qomnn fimd and the :Lntegrated programme on commoditieis
can make a significant. contribution to stabilising international
trade in primery commodities - a stabilisation at an equitable
— ~ price level which is s0 important to the economic progress—of many
develpping countries. o
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We believe developed nations have to show a sense of

7 Turgency and purpose on this issue. Australia has recently

' re-emined its own poaition on this and we hope that there
will be a further evolution :Ln the views of other developed

nations. -
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‘ S?here is .'mdeed a great need i‘or both developed and
devaloping countries to reassess their stances. It would
‘be tragic if we held dogmatically to rigid—and unbending
positions. ‘I hope that our talks here will encourage others
to t.mdertake such a reassessment.

In the meeti.ng, we will discuss our political environment,
the impact of the international distribution of power in our
“reglion, the 1ssues of industrialisation and trade. We will also
Vaddress ourselves to the major problem-ef energy—scarcity, the
energy reqnirements of the village end the industrial metropolis.

} Ixx all this there is ample scope for useful and practical
_exchangea. 'he are a,greei tna;t -we can ma.ke tha best poasible use B

contribute to the reaolu’cion of the problems we i’ace, and we seek

., -to complemecnt other :rorms of asaoclation in our reoion n of the
,._._ e mlﬂ. ,. T ,-'__ B R - .

orrertyns i ...._......”..__._-». . s e —
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o _;The opportunities of this con.ference present a great cha.?r—- —

Wawa can realisticall‘y .ask of ourselves 13 - -— — - .__

'{ ’-_- '.T.‘o appl‘y ell our energies to these problems;

~¢b explore every possible means of mutual
assistance; ’

e e e

— and to strive for practical and workmanlike
solutions. .

This is précisely what the Commonwealth.stands for, and
this meeting is committed to this goal.
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May I say once again that all Australians join with me in ___ _
welcoming you here today. In addition to the Heads of Government,
we also welcome the Commonwealth Secretary—General. And we, as
the hoat Govermnent, appreciate the contribution which the — — —
COnmonwealth Secreta.riat has made to the arrangements for this
Regionnl Heeting.
I now have great pleasure in formally declaring open this
First COnnnonwealth Heads of Government Regional Meeting ~ and’
inviting the Secretary-Genersl to address us.
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