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. Between now and Decemhe* 19, the Young Liberal Movement, the S
Liheral Party, and the Governmentﬂ have a grsat, challenge to meet - RO )
" winniang the: e;ectzon 50 that we .can’ continue in our objective of R

makzng Austzalla oatt er p;ace to lxve £ox all Bustralxans 5

We are’ gc;ag o, tris electﬁon zorz.wo Znnﬁamental *aasons. in: v
the first place, we were committed to synchronising the House of b
" Representcati vea' ahd 3enats elections.  Having simultaneous P
elections has .szén bupnor‘ed by a ; great majoxity - €2% - of the P
. 2lectors at tae May referendum. - Sixty-six percent of South : Lol
. "Australianc voted for it -in May. All the parties in the Wk
Federal Paxiiament aareau that the. .elections should be synchronzsed By
and all cnmbaignnd for the proposal. Given this commitment, we had
a choite beiween going to an election. in December this year, or
waiting until Apxil or Fay 1878, a total span of just four to five
- months. Choosiryg betwaen thesa *wo cptinng was not easy. What
:;n“-”y made our winds up was the need to.give people the certainty
«~hat our policies woald uOﬂt;ﬂUd not jnpt for Zour or Live wontas,
surt for yeaxs. L : _

Siycz peiag chectad, we hive aade ;gnlxlcant >ﬂog*esu in r*g ting

Tha ausveanian e s Mith e lest 2% increase Xn vcae O2I, tae
AET we axe wiaaing the flgnt Mgadndt inilation is erystal

clezy. IZneawzye zaves ass falling, invesarent is 2ising,

¥ XRLLINAD T ' .

20 allow She econamic atrenghn ol austra11q wo TaCover ;u;ly, and -
1O progressively reduce uns@plovaent - and thig is a vita :
CoverTaent OQje:l“Ve ~ Tagre Aas 1o be confidence that oua
30,»c1*3‘w¢1¢ be continust. Wi honc'tal ucnrldencep Zais
carteinty, sconomic nrogress is likely to-b2 retarded, and a

Cosignificant gvowth in wrenploysent opno:turltzca is uniikely.
All this is highdy un wG2siradle at a time when school leavers will

. shoxtly be aﬂexlng to euter the vork force. - ‘

?he Dece ey e“mcsa“ qiﬁl end uncertazvxya anﬁ glve the econamy
clear uninzsrrupuad :un.to ccmpﬁat: the recovery now under way.

r\

”ne 1@~uea in whz elsction are ¢l ca*. In Austraiia today, there v
is u wani didderancs be'ueen our selivies arnd tine policies of ;
owr Doiiticul Opponents . - The choyes, the division between Lileral '
and Lebos, Le clear.  LIb 4: not just & choicz bertween wwo policy
docwm:znind. Xt is & very zoul choice about the kind of Rustralla ;
‘We want. g '
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I <hink vou kaow the opticns. But it is wozthwhile stopping and
thinking about these issuves again. Does Australia want big
Goveurns enz where Coverrnment influence is maximised, or does
Australiia want a Govermment that is committed to maximum 1ndlv1dua1
choice and responsibility. Does Australia want an all-powerful, ¢
all~kpowing Canberra? Or does Australia want a Govermmment commatisd
to keeping the process: ol Government close to the people? You know
the answers. You know what this Party and this Government stand for.
That is nzecxsely Whj cach one of you ~ and my Parli amentaxy
,colicacues and I - have a res 00h&§bil‘ty to convince people that
the choice we offer is the xignt one.. THat is a task far ail of us - the
Government, the backbench, e Party and the Young Liberal Movement. . We
all bave @ zesponoawai*ty to make it perfectiy clear to our friends,
OuUr WOrKmetES, eXactly what we stand for. They should also under-~
stana what our: 0pp07ents 8t n& fo:.Aﬂx o :
In the Iabt yeara, ‘the. uimeral Government has achieved things
of which ycu can be preud.. -¥You have.scmething worth arguing about,
- something worth scarﬂ"ng vp for. Do mot shy away about declaring
your ctand,.about daclaring your -politics.. Do not be hesitant
' about xhe auhzevemenis oi a: leeral chernmen;.

Ybu know the xnna cQ'vrobIems tnat tha.natlon aske& us to tackle
Juse twent y'*wO‘aﬁmeﬂ ago. - You aalﬂknow ‘them, because you
experienced thau iw your owa lives. 'Australia had been through

an’ extracrdinasy exm rimeat. It was an experiment by a Government
determined o »ua% itself into people’s lives, at whatever the cost.
jfoney &id mr.o matzer to Labows- responsibiiity did mot matter;
ﬂn»t:al;a ax& nou maﬁner, DuL power and »ontrol dld matter.

We ook -0n the oreat‘% nawhen Australla was almost at the point
of no return. Our ceconomy had collapsed, The fabric of nur society
was beﬂng eroded, our national resilience was tested as it never
aad been. we were at the crogsroa6

TogGay, there is new hope; new coniidesnce. People Xnow thalt wa have
saced The LOscAwns nead on. U2 have made no s.ibis.  We dld not
sretend DTooLsL d1s not eniasc. We 818 apt eXpsct easy solutions.
Wo sefuged 0O N»»Nnv the SaLor way, walch was o do Ilittle more

CLLEn TaIos wondy av preslexms - end hopé it would all work out.

; our warl reloras, our legal :efo:ms, ang
oz tihe individual ~ andg for thoge in need -
ck €O iife.
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Cot we ook eb sehae of The Zanon achievements of vhis Governmenk.
Lostoricus wcv_ug I s Famiiy Axlowances, indexation of
Db&bﬁadq A vag“&vJ, aew dauk for the navdicapped. Reforms to
pUsTCST fufivddend eighiis - ¢he first Onbudzman, the Administrative
&sva&¢a 40&W@MQ-J B:le;:;'i quﬁug¢¢ agasnust duarcauweratic decisions,
DLTE T LWCED taariy Jukasssdion, vhe Secu&ity Avpesls Tribunal.
PARRE A 2g.~hui;v Suals, wes concessions for business, tax
Sineenciony TO LN L poussleuit conpanies O get explioration
;-;;aigo Welormsz which nge Ppeople more

e

PEN RIS 73 o parlada ol W
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Chanice ol u,,u_v_,hmwdn Lo pdleles waich affect them, suca as the
A LLRELLIuw Looconengdanl crostadses vhich ensure abosrigines
DULCAGLTACE D UIWRIUg SaUAT L JUOGYGMIGS; SUCK & OLY yeloms
L ddellowt VLol oluve Jresdss o cholce in healta fasurance;
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There axe many more ac}*.;\.evuwf.'«:: woich have assisted ethnic

: comm‘r.:xes, Tural producers, small businessmen, local government

and technical education. They have given Australians new

_confidence in the Zfuture - and today we have established the
" 501id croumdwork frowm walch o forge ahead and take advantage
- of An,traixa 5 great potent*al. R

0L courso Probigas s-'tld. LEREAN. Oae- of hustralia’s biggast

3

nxob’ums e the end ¢f 1877 is wenployment. It was o severe

orChiat 'mw e CaE O ofi:we. - Undes u.mor:, wnenpioymentc

i‘aerau.-.ud i57% in one year. The Vhitian Lzbor Govarnment crested am

entrencaed chronic and cerious wnempiowment in Australia. - That

Govemmwt,- in . the space of thres years, turned wwo decades of

susrained fail o,up‘wmm*c t, created and naintained by successive

Liberal wo.re.:mez:tw into a gerlous.and entizely avoidable economic

recession. nE legaty of the Labor- experiment is scill with us in
the JYerm of nigh usenmploymest. Too 'ma*n\r Australiens who want to

-~ work eunnet ¢kt duu.‘:e' Money alone will not solve the probiem.

00 wWhat .w. :meruz éHa a Y97% Labor increzsed Govezmrent

FRIBEraisure by 455 1& z yeur. Prowm-Janaary 1974 to January 1375

VR SLOYISHRT \;x;.u.. e -d JWOJD. Labor: yanlcxed and introduced the .
inZiationary and i,credlted R.2.D. scheme - Labkorx themselves '
""appaa spenu;:g oD ’chat mrograme .'m 1975, .

Soine im Lo bxo sneﬂﬁmg" 3u.,t acc»leratess 1nflatlon? reduces

Tee s.cnﬁ;;..‘.,rce o2 the peonie who czaated jobs, ahd it is met just

¢har £ nedermines tae c;cwt.wn of new 3oba - it loses jObb that

a_.’*'\:.u.f exisced,. ..o
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gzetrous Leacn ‘%rty wrth :z.ts sxae uz:wantg. amd unisved
leadear, r.a's nc‘». i.hf'~ gail to suggest that it hag the solution to
higha u“c;m’uoym_ 2wl shonild e tristed to iupiement ik. In thae
;,a:;., M.g.c,\.a,y f;c .:.d '1*1,3:,2;».‘:; wolleles ol ’?ecklc.:;b spending .
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B B PR S B4 Lo T u‘.o@r Parey Q.L(ﬁ ‘rothifg
T LInCero Il u..x;wu-mc_:. FOMLE B ixe = which hati'as a’'dixect
PErdiT JeSwsd a2 »ua‘;wzou,u 33,846 2e0pie rgee*s,"'c,ring 25 URETNIoYed
WeeD At CaB.8,  Wews v in himying o engeander fear by foreCPoti.&‘-q
oD AT UAEE RO AT Lo Bh2 mosthy ahsad. O course unemployaent
vu.i_» £ALE Sl HE G Sults. DRI DIlause of ‘school leaversz. It
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i EORAZITOGNY Gwd SO 3 ,;i:.'*.vrc.v/ ant conmern akoul waemployed
BT adledoe Tiolean s Jroolyoaed wokicies hat teckle the weal

BLN D2 0L VUGALOAULLOTI, wibh L EhC Suae '..‘;Au.p X)X‘O‘?.'.é'-:: creative
SRR SRR SRS SoooLeNs. e Gove made a auwnber of fuunda-
Clmriel i fnomirass Loliwr docisions. Ve have protected employmeant,
P Cailaer smdlstiy ol b,..u~c.r;“,;.;1ra. i&“. LaedS.
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We pave got inflalkion now running at an annusl rate of about

9%. And it is still coming Gown. That weans that business will
becone more proiitable, it will expand, and it will increase its
workx force.

The problem of unemployment cannot -be tackled in any meaningful
way if inflation is sllowed to keep galloping alaong. At the same
time as we have been f;ght;ng against inflation, we have responded
to unemplioyment in a sensitive and responsive way - We have not
zo0ld the yvoungy men and women looking for jops: "Hang on until we
solve the aynflstion problem®. We have introduced a number of new
programee:;s to provide iammeGiate help to the unemployed. We have
set up or expanded manpower - I suppose they should be caliled
'personpower' - training programmes, including N.E.A.T., a
special vouth emplovment acheme,. the Community ¥outh Support
Scheme, relocaticn assistance, and the C.R.A.F.T. scheme for
apprentices. More:than 122,000 ARustralians — mainly voung
Australians -~ have already benefitted“fxcm these schenes.
Purther, in the iast Budget, the Government made $§102.7 million
availabie to continue and support these programmes. This is a
338 increase over Last yeazr. - Wore-wiil be spent, if necessary,
because no ellgébwu.unemnloyed person.wmll be refused assistance
undexr these schema“ o L
These employmen% and'training-programmes,'however, are not designed
+ to help young people who lack kasic skills and who have low
motivatici and seli-esteecm, and many young unemployed are likely
1o stay unemployed »ecause of their lack of motivation and basic
-skills. Bl oo oftern avicious circle is set up. Many children
leave scrool with-a low level of literacy and mumexacy. This
lack of success 2t school is often lollowed up by a consequent
lack of suceess at fingiug or holding work, the ocutcomz dbeing
negactive attitudes towards work or seif-improvement. The education
VTOOTAIGG £or unemplovad vo\f\ this Government has initiated is
desLgrned. Ol Meet tThe nea uI such young unemployved people, by
Sonuczing vouu%xo,a”-g =4 zéucational courses to assist
racy and nuwneracy nesdea in the
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vrection to find stable caployament.
Znecially saleeotad Lezghers wh technacal colleages re-~teach small

FILeRE 7 vouanti Peopd2; and widle the B.2.0.%. Lo 8eill in iy
FLLOT BLLTE3, The wednlis have Deen Very encouracing, and we are
Gecurmined to concinue wnig initiative se long as young pecple

need it.

Uremolovrent 13 not somernisg thec can be soived ovexnighc
He have never pretendsd cthezwise. The band-aid approach will
¢ase The win, buw not crre Thoe syaviom, The sympions are
eminecded decp mouno VA our~¢uc;vtj'has avolived ~ and in the.
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Kind of cducacion avstaxn thaet nas da °aloyed. Last September,

whe Sovelsrsaerc ;nnpsnc;d want @ Conmitiee of ;naulry - the Wiillamo
INguisry ~ would iaclk arv the wacle £ield of post seconoary educatcion.
Me Inquiing - ez Jlrest of its kind for more than iten yveers -~ ig

7.OW l,ok;nr &l Al af ~ne iwmylications of owr cnang;ng aLTuctuwse
of e canion wbd g C BECUTAeS The Govermmens believesr
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I ganect that Professor Wililiams® xeport wili be presented
to che Gpverwmneat in Junce 1978, We wilil not deiay in making
cecisions abouvt this repor:.

The Office of Youth Rffairs, which the Government set up early
this vear, will also lcok at the school/work transition issue
and will maka a submission to the Williams Inquiry. The Office,
undexr Kevin Newman's guidance and with considerable input from
menbers such as Grant Chamaan, the Member for Kingsion, has been
ackive 2t the grass ysoots., RS an example, iv recently encaged in
a projeet auxriadg “Svcak,msy“ on vour iocal rock music station 5Xa.
Young mea and women phoned up the station with all soxrts 0f views
~on the wenmployment problem, The views put during this project Do
were uged - along with other reporxrts - to form the basis of a P
. guestionnzire for eaxly scnool leavers. This in turn will form P
. an inportent part of trhe OZfice's suhmission to t%e Willians !
&3931ry I . - ‘,?, :

 Only a £ew aays ago, at the~?rem1ezs cOnxexemce, it was unanxmously-: 1
agreed {Mat & o 2cial Youth Employmant Task Porce be set up in
. . each State. ¥ 2t Pask Porce wili Prouore a major campaign to
L enconrasys . employ ¥2 to meke a special effort to employ additional
young pcople Zrom ¢he beginning of .1978. 1In addition, the <
quaiifyving pcx&oa foxr the 3.Y.E.T. programme has been reduced
-from sin to fvur monthoe. We have made. fundamental decisions that
will iugprov: the axployment prospects for thousands of Australians.
We have luanchsd progzxanmes that are eriective and that 4o provide |
'onu‘?”ospoL dSSﬁStmﬂC @, incxeaging peonle 8 skills and increasing = |
each individual’s dignity. t

We have faceﬂ'np"to~our—responsibilities. We will continue to
demonstrate concayn Zor Australia’s unenployed and will continue
o0 develop pelicies that encourage Australian industry o create
New S003.

In Deceulzr, the 2ecrie of Auscraliz have a clear chodce -

prtwocs 3 uisuaiteﬁ e _s Paity that Ras Siwme and again in :
Conositiion shovm that it iz commitied o Lhe phiiosodhy bna: 50 :
dAma)Q& Australiz betwees 1872 and 1075 = and the Libersi Govern-
meNT. teom Lhie hul gn_.nu~u~m‘th on “he wmove again. Agxxnm

BLre that the nature ol this uhwice is clca¢ to the public is

a cusliunge no Libesali Tan icmoru , -

Tie Yousy Liceral aovencat hice always been a key in the growih of !
otw Pawuy. Lt dus Deon & sownting bosvd of the highest order, a
SLIID LA CRRE TO Tl Sl feelings anid concorane of youag
T Ve, SLQ0NZL M WSLT ConTiTuetive roie fa “v*azhr

e Guovarassnt d;kuoa wv7 Leied that w“Vb relevance an Thaes Can

L LUy app;uagu Ci cousee, it 19 sbilli glwyéur That zole.
VAR VR R LSuk. e ARV gonciaue o ke the sowrece fox creative
A ‘madeﬁ,w; BOLLT m-¢uu thaar we can’ transliate into
realivor,  sn i : - detvesn now and Decexbar 1D, <n
Yorwe DL ToVEmenT 3A56 o witul arnd urgenc task - comaunicatiag
e to Deopie OfF Anctralla, papticulesly with young Auvstrailans.
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Bvexry Young leexal in the room, bve:y Australian. Yonnq ]
Liberal, must unierstand that we will succeed as a Party 2
as a direct result of the work that each one of you iz i3
prepared to put intc getting our polieies across. I do i
not make ihat Kind of statement 1;ght1y. }3
We will succeed- on our achievemgpts~an&-our vision gﬁ
for Australia, and on & public understanding of ouxr achieve- e
ments and vision. - Make no mistake. Australia is poised to e
achizve our great potential. ‘ - E~
We cannot achieve this potential under a Sccialist Government. a
We can only achieve it under a GCovermment that beslieves in the g
place and the role of the individual, wnich cares enough for g
individual Australians to ensure that that potential, that o,
.vision, becomes a realzty. oy
That Government is a Liberal Government. t%
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