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I am here today o issue you an inv.‘tation and a chalienge.
An invitation %o 301n with me and my feilow Liberal M.P.s in
working for the return of a Liberal Govermment., A challenge
‘to enter into the: coming campaign with such enthusiasm and cormit~ -
. menat that we will not. Just win - wé will win with a. thumping : i
CoRajority.  With chot win - with that -majority - the Goverrment
- Can caxzy O3 with 1ts task of repairing the terrible damage which
‘Laber indlict:? on all Aa;uxalxans, of restoring the econouy to
‘health; of cieting iaflation even further downy of cutting taxes
.imd ’rovua,,:.:, the iacantive to wor}:, of pro?.ectmg individual
*’1gn"% .Luul\?lcua.k choice. . N S
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2 h..a alectAon wz.l.u c.lsc ensure that dza Govermment continues to

- save a 5okid majority in oth Houses.  For on December 10th, all
- Mermbexs oF the Joube o.c‘chre‘ven*catlves ard half the Senate wim. ,
faca t:uﬂ @ilectorate. I kacw that cux deecision to hold electioas - :
Zoz Doth Houses simuitancouszly will be widely welcored. It iz a
simsle matter of ecomman sense that elections For poth Houses dDe
FCIR o "“'L.LI;M aAustzullans do mot waat o The practice %o
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conszeat eneesrn wiah the holdind ol eluctions &ees not Frotuio

Suad &o yanma;a... ~ amud Lo thit reaszon is not Lm the pubdblic
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foes pilcleanzous elaeviong, thzuee wsm, OB EY ‘?n,mu.g .;uppo r& in tais
Toate - LU - for-Ethe Llecticnt to 3z held tog u;m, Wow, ap zha
Sedlimgenacd elentliorn Dan T Lo neld oy newme Raw o:: My, there i3
QALY B Bl OF 4-b vwnd Saviag "7:);‘.'1» & doinme c.;.ect:-;on Lan o
Vieat.. UL neve ::.:c»;s-..m LESY 2 Decenbelr -~ ey than wallt aneli

Rl -'l.."." ~ TO JLVEe DECTLL ;';.r._ g,rt.axm.v and configdence that ouxr
ceBEaeinl c,‘.cuom.. progranues will continue.
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SROLE Lo cleas mroueﬁm Sor WELE Nag occurret. On 10 Decemoey
2935, 5ix RXolert uenzics v ’Ic.p Cnx...‘ulj the same action in hOlQlug

an elecstion cichioen mnc 1S QLTI SO yncl’womso the eiection four
THe WHS EoLLes.

SCORGRLT ICEINVORTY Ll now caewrdy u.fwb.: way. FOr thi:z recovery <o
coweinue End u'&»wvuh{» o AR *;n‘.n L. ONe ReCessury. ®icse, the

wrankerropted contliauation oF our puoven and successiul pelicies
VO CEITOCW ChG CGLUILDYT Le T LJJ&.»'.'.';::ZSIB where wo can <&t Australians
‘back o work. Sescoud, wiat iu ceqguired is an atwospacire of

/certainty o




‘We were determined o do what was 4in Australia's best. long~term

“abtention anyway.”

certainty and confiidence in the comnun;ty - not just for months
out forgeaxs ahead.

I need hardly sayv how undesirable any lack of certainty or confidence
wovld be at a. time when. school leavers w111 shortly be seeking to
enter‘the woxk force. -

interest¢s, and in the end to ensure that_continued confidence
prevailed, lt WaB ulear Dec;moez electlon met. those interests best.

My . Chalrmana.at the‘electlon, all South~nustrallans - all Australians
will. be faced with a clear choice. One choice is that offered by
Laboxr. This.is one election in which the Opposition s policies will
have been tried and tested. They were 21l tried.in three yeare of
disastrous Labor rule. - In that test they all dismally failed.

Yet. Mr. Whitlam is gearing up his tired old team once again to

trot out the:same tired old policies.. He’ says most of-his Shadow
Ministexrs are: experlenced men.. They certainly are experienced!

They are the vexry same men who together created record inflation ~

it hit a peak of over-198. They are the very same men who together T
created egonomic stagration -~ gross domestic product actually: feli =
in 1975. That was an experience we will never forget: R

Mr. Whitlam fe.gns concern for the unemployved. Yet he is the man whosc
Government yroduced a record rise in unemployment - up 1578 in one
year. ¥He is:the man who refuses point blank to condemm the handful

of extremist unionists who, through unnecessary disruptive strikes,
deny thousands of Australian working men and women the xight to work.
Those extremists all. run unions which are affiliated with the Labor. Lo
Party. Uniors whose delegates vote on lLabsyr Party policy which is - ¢
binding on ail Labor Parlimmentarians. They are the so-called z
industrial wing. of Mr. Whitlam's own party. .Yet as. leadexr, will he
take the lead and repudizte tiieily factics and the unemployment they -
create? No, e remains silent.

dis Shafcw Minister Zoz Industrial kelatioans, My. Willis, in an A.B.C.
telecast, suppores the 2,000 Victorian power worxkers wno mut hundreds
of thouszands of innocent Australians - including many thousands of
South Australlans - ovt of work. Does My. Whitlam disown this L
cXtraorainary statement oi complicity by his own front benchn .
colleacus? He does nokt. Mr, Whitlam's record shows he xnows |
nothing avcut creating jobsz. 3ut we can a2ll agree he is an sxpert :
2t enting ‘obs. In oflice, he sacked two Treézsurers. This week he s
has just sacked his Taixyd - Xr. hayden.  But Mr. Hayden does not ;
care. &n Thursday, ke toid an A.3.C. reporxter that "It 4id not '
ook as ii there ware uay Gomescic affairs which needed hig

oritunately; for Australia, there is a sebter choice. The xeturn

f a Liberal Covo;umcnt wnich caces oy individuzl Australians.

n 18973 we tOOK On an 2normous tusk ~ nothing less than Lo save
Australia fronm ecohomic rain. %he 2conony had deean gravely wois-
aged. andLlztiom, -inuerest ¥éves, and unemployment had risen
eply. Zrofits and investment imd falien Jjust as stesply. There
actually been a Fall ir reali aational produck.
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Becauwse of the enormltj oi oux taok, there coul&.be no qguick :
and easy solution. We 4id not promise complete recovery overnight;
Hhat wa did uandextake was to reverse the runaway growth in ‘
- inflation and interest rates, restore real growth, bring back

s <inQent1ve and thus get Australia on thevxove acain. AL S

ot . M

in twenty two wonth,, we hava aixeady achieved much of what we
~undertepx to do. First end Zforemost, we have broken the back
of inmiiacion. Ia 2875, inflation was xunping at 16/17%. So
far thisz j@d', inf2ation has been running at an amnual rate of
. 8938, The 2% Ingrease in the CPI racently announced was the
lowest Jox x.va yzacs, apart from the quaruer Medibank was
introGuced. As we. p”omaaed, we have imposed the most rigorous
- Taestraibt on Government spending, znd reduced the inflationavy
Geficit in two 3uccessive Budgete oy half a billion dollars. We
have maintained £irm contrcl over the rate of growth 0% money -
and over the rate of growth of the Coverrment bureaucracy. As

. we promised, we have made substantial cuts in perzonal income é;ﬁ
- tax znd reforved the rate scale. - This financial year, tax : e
indexation and ouvs lanes“ tax reforms will save individual tax = .77

. payers ovexr $81.3 billion.. Next year the‘total savings will be S
. over $l 8 bi ,lgon. ;giv‘., R D R

We havu .30 1ntroduc*d essential%tax concessions‘for business 5
and the 2aning and _pedyaieuvm industries, thus restoring the
incantive IoT business to 1nveat, and For mining and oil

 exp.cration 20 start ug again. Lapor stifled mineral development =

and brougat the seavch-for oil to. . a complete halt. Under thib
Covarnmeny, oil searclh is well under way. Just last month it

_was anncrrnced that $300 million will be spent in oil expioration {

OZf Westerwn Augtralia. In response to these policies, there has

been a dramatic tusnéreund in the sconozic outloox for Australia. . o

HWe cgn asw 3¢a the benedits o be obtained from fizw anti-
indlazionary woliciss, and Zrom policies which encourage
loasvaiicn, iaveswmeas end developazat,

Last yvear, ©aé non-LLIm 22000F OF tﬁe econony dgrew by 3.5¢ in
real Toums. Comogny Drofits wvere 23%, and real houpehold
Gisposable Income - infiuencad by Qn: tax cuts and tne Family
Allowance Soheme ~ was 1.6% higher-than in the previous year.
Wumerous iarcb industrial and mining nDrojects have besen annonaced
inciudiag the Northn Weat Shelf develomment, huge ezpanswonu in
thea PNV aoe Lyon ora nzoge ckE, aad The rapla d@V*lopm;nt of coal
Prodecits Ia Naw Souith ialses and ucensland.  5$600 miliion of new
proiedis in The Jﬂ&~ c-;ring
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sectoxr were anawcunced in the June

Porsige fwsestaent in Elawing in sgain. In 1975/76, only
R N ‘“vchd@nt came 2 Australza. Ia
2d Jix times to $328 miilion.
,“;v*uq imsroevement in our trade ard
s YA oTe T Rl cuarter, scasonally adliusted
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. ¥In response i our . stronger external position, and the evident

success in our fight to reduce inflation, interest rates are
now falling - an important 1ngred1ent for further economic

| recovery. S o

»

. One aspect of the economy wh;ch is far from satlsfactory is
" unemployment. = particularly amongst the young.
is most concerned:

This Government
for those who cannot find jobs. We have

undertaken a wide-ranging strategy to curb unemployment and

create new employment onpor;unlt;ea.”

Since we came to office

we have found: Jobs foxr 850,000 people through the Commonwealth

Employment: Service...

- We anave introduced c¢x. expanded manpower
and training. programes - R.E.A.T., the Special Youth Unemployment

Training Programme,. the Commanity. Youth Support Scheme, the
for Apprentices.”” Over 122,000 people have

- C.R.A.P.T. Schene.
. participated already in these schemes..:
- moxe than: $100 million. to. continue-and expand them.
Vlglperson'will:befrefuse&'assistanceﬁundgr"these scheues,
U:undertaken a-majox offensive to reduce unemployment amongst
abozigznals.w.The.&inister~Aor-Eaucatlon ‘has .set up new

" wocationally oricnted education cobrses to assist young

unamployed to cevelop basic:gkills..
‘ag the: mrem*crs ‘Conference it was' agreed, at our 1nit1at1ve,
-that: a Spec.ail Youth Employment Task Poice be Bet up in each ‘
" State, to persuvade: employers to. take additional young people on

to their pa;zolls

O © he begznning of next yeaxr.

This year we will spend
No eligibie
We have

-And just a few days aQo

One xactor which would grea <1y reduce unemployment would be a
For, as
we all «now,” B0 many Young: people are out of work becausg,
through rinion demands, their award wagss have priced them out

of the labour mavket.

more responsible uniorn attitude towards wage demands.

Arbiszration Commission foY restraint in wage increases.

had some success, but not as mach as we would have liked.

We have consstently argued refore the
We have -
Union

ieaders continue to press for excessive wage demands, and the
most damag.ng strikes im recent months have beer designed to
break the indexation guidelines, flout the zuthoxity of the
Arbitration Cormmission and boost the inflationary wage spirail.
The zecent Yietorlan powasr 3trike was just such an example. In
Victoria alonez, <%5,000 peopie ware 1&* off, and I Know
cha“gwué» O DPIRLE WE £e 1aid off in South Australia a5 a

roee: yeouli also. L is mow cloar that some thousands
orkers 14 u ofi duwring vhat strike wiil not be re-smployed:
-Sura'c &8, PeTERsE the otrike sent their employers bankzupt.
& a:mﬂn:a zbiziret Ly some extremdst officials

kay unluns o attack cur pysten of conciliation and arbitration
- 3dut be reslisted,
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anb St wiil ce:tainly b2 regsisted so long as
chere 16 @ Q“hewua,tov;me.nt in th;s cowrtry.
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rabac iegislation designed to

enadlie rank . axd Cide ux*@mzsts &* have & greater say in the

QEZaire of thals G4

LRGN, WhG To cnﬂu;e.than the pudlic interest
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ceR oG LDUS wendiiy meokcoted wn times of industirial disxuption.
we have éugLsA&t¢a Ye* sceree postal baliots for union elections.
& have covanlishad T LJR.B. o ensure that industzial law is
chMSVedo Yie have p:ov ded Lo a wider zcenge of consequences for
tha brﬁach oY dmfusgtricnl luw, and pzov1ae’ the conditions in
wiadcin « for Che Jiont cine - effective action can dbe taken under
<he Concx-iation &Au ‘Axibitracion Act to aeal with demarcation

disputes..
/%e
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We have introduced legislation into the Parliament which will
ensure uhat unions subnit an annual report to tﬁeir members.

it might have been expected that th;s legislatlon which protecta
- the rights of. 1nd1v1dual workers would have been supported by

- the Labox Paxrty ~ the self-styled gquardians of the working man.
“But they have condemned gvery piece of industrial legislation we
have introgduced. . They have opposed secret bailots which are
designed o give union members a real say in the rumning of
their uaion. They have opposed leglslatlon which will protect
vhe right to work. .They have opposed.it, not because they
thougnt it failed to achieve its aim, but begcause it is oificial

1
]

. Labox Party poxlcj to Dlac trade uaions above the law. A lf
{

¥Mr, Whitiam knows hz is bound by that policy. That is why a year
ago he defended p011t1Ca1 strikes by trade unions. That is why
on television this week he refused. to.say what a Luboz Coverrment
would do if & union refused to accept an Arbitration Comeission
decision., He weaxly claiwmed no Govexrsment ever solved an
industrial dispute.. - Bug that,is-patently.a false clain - as

he well knows. S TR RS - . b

. It was the Comwoﬂﬁeai‘ hat brought ‘the air contxoll&rs strlke : f

to an epd., It was the st&ong stand of the Victorian and

Comzonvenltl: Governments t{hat contributed to the ending of the ? :
.Victorizn guwer Blspute. _ I : .

Labor s ould wash its hanns abdlcatzng all repoon910111ty fox
-industrial a;sruptlon. . Little wondexr that the mumbexr of days

lost through sirikes 1n.tne first six months of 1974 was 3ix s

times the samber lost in the same period this year. Or.ly undex
@ Liberal Goverxnment wiil the law Be appiied - faizrly but Zirmly -
in ihéa trial watters. This is the only way industrial peace

will b2 restorsd. ond the orderly wmathod of resolving disputes ;

chrough conciliation aal ardbitration be upheld.

The Government’'s overxilinyg concern to put Ausitralia firmiy back

on The »ath o evdnomic raecovery has not prevented us from
Smplicmenting ;a:~reu~“-“; social and iegal refoxms. A we

Promises, w2 have nrowvided offective assistance to those most

da need = che P2 m‘iyjallcwuncp Scaene, the-indexation of social
welfazse snd repatriation pensions and bensedita, the graatiy
inasr2ased wssiyshas:s we Dave given to handicajsped aau~u3 ang .
challdran — &l zmply dasonstrate our concern wilth the disadvaniaged,”
ae vacss~snivil o A ooux aouleby.;“
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as wi premized, we have protected and’ enhanced individual rights.
The apolinanent of thoe ¥irst Omnuosman, the worx oi the S
AdminisTentive Avosats Wri buua~p the simplilied ways of
reviawinty buresueratic decisions, our legislution Ior a Auman
Rigats Coummisgien - all demonstrate our. concern to defend civil

liberties znGd individual rights.

we prominod, we have taken particuler care to safezuard tho
lee;s of Ausireliin's ofinmic anorities e Nave establiisned
a sevarave pepartnea: Jor umigratlion dnc Liimic Affaive. We axe

-

oxcenuing Toe translator lntaorpreter nervice to Woollorgong. We
Nave Sntreduc:sd iato Ruriiiment legisiation to e3atabiisn o specaal
broadcascing service plasing ethaic *aaio on a secuxe, ionyg-tern,

nasis. . S o
/¥We contracted ?
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We contracted out the provision of services to a migrant
" welfare group in Melbourne -~ and the experiment looks like
being an outstanding success. We are conducting an extensive
-information campaign through the ethnic press to inform migrants
cf their rights regarding Government services available to them.
- And we have appointed the Galbally Enquiry into Post~Arrival
. “Services for Migrants, which will, I believe, lead to dramatic
" new ‘iprogrammes for migrants in thls country. Recently, we have
announced a further $2.3 million for the migrant education
programme, which includes funds for intensive English language
courses during the December~January vacation period using
excess capacity in language laboratories which might otherwise
lie dormant during the vacation period. This idea arose out of
“the work of the Galbally Revxew.. ‘ '
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As we prom;sed. all our polxcxes are des;gned to increase
. individuval choice, to allow all Australians to make more
‘c_amportant dec;szons affecting their own. lzves..

R
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',:'Our tax cuts have allowed Australlans more say over how thexr
S OWR hard-earned income is spent. ‘Government p01101es to assist -
. aboriginal communities have been xe-oriented to give first

.priority to aborigines participating in running their own

.72 programmes; and of course our reforms of Medibank, which are:

"7 now widely popular and widely accepted have restored freedom

o of. choice in health ;nsurance.,; : -

As we promlsed, we have reversed those Labor polic1es which

: discriminated against the ruvral community. Far more money is

i i nOW given to local government and to rural rcads. Income .

i 47 “equalisation deposits-and tax averaging have greatly helped to

: ::.malntaln incomes of rural producers during a difficult period of .

; ‘depressed marketg, >ising costs, and now a ‘terrible drought.

' Y‘ Our recent package of assistance to the cattle industry and our
decision to establish an Australian Rural Bank clearly demonstrate
our determination to ensure the continued viability of our rural
industries.

One group in our community that has been through a most difficult
period@ - and which we have actcd to help and will continue to
assist - is the small businessman. The tax concessions we have
~introduced have greatly helped small business -~ particularly the
trading stock evaluation adjustment, the easing of division 7 tax
and the cuts in personal income tax. We realised that a majoxr
-problem facing the small businessman was his difficulty in
.obtaining adequate funds to financ¢e growth and expansion.

- Because'of this, we have recently introduced a package of

‘j'measures to make finance more readlly available to small business.

¢ - Ladies and gentlemen, a atart has been made. Much of what we
- undexrtook in 1975 has already been fulfilled. We can proudly
. assert - no Government has in just two years legislated more
thoroughly to reform ouxr society, to bring about the recovery
of our economy. No Government has demonstxated such a real
'~ concexrn for Jndividual rights.
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But much more remains to be done, and we cannot afford to = = f !
relax one.moment in our fight to keep inflation moving : {
further: downwards, in our determznat:on to get Australia K
on the move: again- . L o Ry

“-.“

Only a bearal Government has the p0110198, the M1n1sters and
the will to make. Australia the great country we all know it
~can be. I know that you will all take up my invitation.and
challenge to.work with me and my fellow Liberal M.P.s in
ensur1ng ‘the- tr;umphant return of a L1bera1 Government on
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