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- JA.'P!I..I\ 51 BEE? OUbTAs

The Prlmé Mlnlbter sald uoday that the 25% increase
in D»éf quotes announced oy the Japanese Government was very
encnqraglnv and would 51gn1f1cantly assist the Australian
beef 1ndustry. ‘ 'f

Mr Frase ,sa;d thaz the next 6 months quota would be
50 000 tonnes’ comnared Vlth the present quota of 40,000 tonnes.

The Prize Mlnluter-recalled that he had discussed
beeflquotas with the Prime Minister of Japan, Mr Fukuda,
while Iz Kuala Lumpur early in August for the Post-ASEAN
meetings. In'his.diécussiéns with Mr Fukuda, Mr Fraser had-
'stréssed-égginAgg;;;I;a.sought greater predictability of access
to the Japanese market and proposed further negotiations +o
echieve tals,. M Fuxuda hed agreed that officials from both.
ccunuries sacuid work closely together to find ways of

ising the wreae,
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Lccordingly late in Sewtember Australian officials
vigived Tokyo for discussions which were not immediately
successul. Mr Fraser said he then wrote to Mr Fukuda
expresoing disappoistment, and hoping that the Japanese Prime
Kinisver woull tale o jersonal interest in ensuring progress
w00 Tiracc cnd offered %o send a senior Austiralian minister
so Tilyo fdr duevzer telis.

¢

Thae Priwe Miniswer said that Mr Fukuda had replied

aZreslag wo wlialsderial discussions and suggesting that
orliciers COWGILLS U6 a0.€ Gilscussiocas.

Mr Preser scid that only days ago the Government
sent the Cecroiury ol Ve Depariwment of Overseas Trade,

M MeXay, ve Yolyo Jor Zurther negotiatlions.
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The Prime Minister said that the Government was
pleased with the results which had now been aéh;eved and

would continue to pursue stable access and growth for beef

exports to the Japanese market.,
Mr Fraser said he wished.to'thank.Mr Fukuda for

the role #hich he had personélly plé&ed‘in'achieving the

present outcome and added that the resélutién of the

sugar problemAand the initial ﬁrogregs achieved in increased

a&cess for beef would do much to  enhance ﬁhe overall

relationship between Japan and Austljé,iia°
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