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EXPECTED ABOUT 8.00 EALIONAL DRUG _TINOUIRY

Statement by the Prime Minister

I am pleased to be able to inform the House that the
Government has decided to establish a National Royal Commission
into Drugs. The Royal Commission will be constituted by
Mr Justice E.S. Williams of the Queensland Supreme Court and
will commance its hearings as soon as possible.

Since the Commonwealth first announced the proposal

. to establish a National Drug Inquiry, there have been a series
of meetings between the Commonwealth and the States at officer
and ministerial level to settle thé terms of refefence and mode
of operatlon of ‘the Inquiry and to discuss co-operation and
co-ordination with the two existing Drug Inquiries in New South ‘
Wales .and South Australia. |

“Victoria, Tasmenia, Western Australia and Queensland

have agreed to the establishment of a National Royal Commission
and to the terms of reference of sucn a Commission. . These
States have also indicated their willingness to give any legal
support necessary for the establishment and operation of the
National Royal Commission. Negotiations are still proceeding
with New South Wales and South Australia. The procedure will'
be that the Commonwealth will estaolish a Commonwealth Royal
Commission and fhose States agreeing to'support the National
Royal Commission will take steps to appoint the Commonwealth

" Royal Commissioner to head identical inquiries under State

legislation.
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The Government believes this to be a most important
step as it is clear from all accounts that the drug problen
extendsvright'across Australia and is not confined to any one
‘particular State. Because of this, the Government believes
that'a National Royal Commissioﬁ,is needed fo investigate the
total position. ~ After the National Royal_Commission}has been
established I feel sure that a workable relationship will'be_-.
‘arrived at with the New South Wales and South Australian Royél '
‘ACommissions. | -
The Government has been very cons01ous of the need to
:mlnlmlse as much as p0551b1e any overlapplng or dupllcatlon
between the roles of the various Commissions. To this end'the.:
terms of reference of the National Royal Commission hsve oeen
adgusted to mlnlmlse any such overlappln , partlcularly w1th
- .the South Australian Inquiry. |
| i now table the proposed terms'of réfefence which I .
‘believe represent a satisfactory and pomprehensive basis for'a

*national inquiry.




{a) the extent (if any) to vhich the illegal activities
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(a) The extent of, and the netheds used in -
(i) the ille el dmportation of drugs;
(ii) the illegal exporiaticn of drugs
(iidi) fhe illcgal productionAof drugs; and

(iv) the 3llegal trofficking in drugs;

(b) the places vhere dru-u mentioned in paragraph ( )
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~are produced or from which they are obtained and th

pluCOu to vhwca those drugs are sent;
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(c) ‘the ex Lfﬂb to which -~
(i) drugs are illegally U”Cd
(ii) drugs lawfully obtained are diverted to illegul

trafficking or illcgal uses; or

we

{(i3i) drugs are misusea in so far as such misusc is relevont

mentioned in wparagraph (&) or the illegal use or the

diversion mentioned in parazraeph (c¢) are engazed in
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directly or indirsctly, by pversons who engoge, on an
orgenized basis, in other iliecgal ectivities, vhether or

not related to drugs; = . S

. -
(e) the adequacy of ex <Gsling laws ., (including the eppropriatenzss
off the penzliies) and of existing lew enforcement (including

arrangenents for co-operation botween law enfercencnt

-
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agencics) in relation to the prehibiticn, restriction or

control of the importaticn,- cxporiaticn, production,
possessizy, supply or use of, or traffickin i, drufs; o and
*)
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- () whethor now laws slould be cnactod oc olhier Heoasures Lalin
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(including the taking of initistives for the Baking e

(%)

revisicn ol internzticnal agreenents) to remedy eny

- inadequecics found Lo exist under paragreph (c):

substence and ircludes cvcry_drug or substance specified
in any of the schedules to the *J“VLC COW‘CﬁfLOﬁ on Karcotis
Drogs oxr the Convention ca Psychoirgpic ShboLanes;

(h) a reference to a drug includes a reference to an article

or

v

ubstance contairiiy a drug; e
(3) a reference to the proﬁuction of a drug includes a reference
. _" . to thc menufacture of a drug‘by eny meons and also inciuie
- . a refefcncc ©to the cultivatica or rrooucb1on of any pTCr o
_»uub teance from vhich a drug is cepable of bcingAde ived;  end
.(k) .a'reference to the importation or esportation of, or to
| - in, a,drugiincludos a reference o thé'importa§<p
or exporTaticn of, or to - Pn‘llCI ng in, a p]Qnu or cuduc;:c.
reierred to in paragraph (J) or of = °~ed Trenm which u“c;.a

“plant can be cultivated.

Direchtion 1o Cnornmissicner

of establishing the extent of the illcgel use, or of the
msuse, of other drugs in accordance with paragrenh (¢).
;.’
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